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The law is, that every man shall pay his debts in gold and silver. Th* 
law is, that every bank shall pay its notes in gold and silver. The htw is 
that no paper money, of any sort, is a legal tender. The law is that if Inv 
banker tender you Bank ot England paper, and refuse to give you sove^ 
reigns, for his notes, you may refuse the notes, and' bring an actfon Jalnlt 
the banker, and that if thfe notes which you present for payment amounts to 
ten pounds, or upwards, you may arrest the banker, who thus attemntc £ 
shuffle you off with Bank of England notes. The law is that silver is^o- 1 
tender to the amount of .forty shillings , but to no higher amount Thiffc 
tfte to, relating to these matters ; and, therefore, if men be ruined oreven 
starved, m consequence of their holding bank notes, the fault T i 
and not that of the law or the government ' own > 
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THE PEOPLE OP ESSEX. 

ON THE DANGERS ATTENDING PAPER • MONEY". 


Kensington, 89 th March, 1826, 
My Friends, 

There is this good in suffering, 

that it has a tendency to make men 

vnser than they were before they 
suffered; and, supposing you to 
be like other men, I may, 1 hope, 
congratulate you on a vast in- 
crease of wisdom, in the course of 
the last four months. But, still I 


11 m J doty fo address you 
on the dangers attending paper, 
money, and to endeavour to in- - 
duce y OU to rely on no sort of 
money, except the King's coin, a ; 

piece of which his Ministers have 

expressed their desire that everu 
poor man should have in his 
pocket. I address myself to you 
,n P arti <*Iar, because certain 
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To the PfioPtE of Essex. 


transactions in your county point 
you out to me as persons who are, 
just at this time, peculiarly liable 
to be deceived. You have seen a 
great deal of the. breaking of 

tanks; you have seen also a great 

deal of the efforts to prop them 
up j you have felt the effects of 
this banking work, which has 
ruined many thousands of you; 
but, still, you want to know a 
little, more of the nature of the 

• thing* called a bank . 

You firfd people enough to say, 
banks ate very good things 
that “the notes are a great ac- 
commodation”; and the like. 

* Strange assertions ! Can bank- 
notes causa the land to produce 
food ? Can they create any thing ? 
Tfo; but, they can, and they do, 
muse one man’s property to pass 

, to another, without the latter giv- 
ing any thing for it. They can 
cause enormous robbery, and 
screen the robber from punish- 
ment Suppose me to be a banker ; 
-suppose me to have put nothing 
into my bunk.; suppose me to get 
a horse from a farmer and to pay 
him in some of my notes, know- 
ing, at the same time, that my 
notes represent no property at 
all. Why should I, »if I can get 
a horse in this way, run the risk 
of being hanged for horse-steal- 
ing? Of what use are a banker 


and his people to the public? 
They do no work of any sort; 
they produce nothing, nor do they 
improve the worth of any thing 
that is produced by others. “ They 
toil not, neither do they spin”; 
and, if not “arrayed quite like 
Solomon in all his glory/’ I 
strongly suspect, that Solomon, in 
all his glory, never had, at any 
one time, sa large a quantity cf 
“FINE OLD WINES” as is 
now advertised for sale at the 
house of your late banker, Mr. 
Crickitt; and* 1 could almost 
venture to take my oath, that So- 
lomon never spent ten thousand 
pounds on an election , and that, 
too, taken by him out of a bank, 
in which he had not one single 
farthing. 

Here, my friends, is one of the 
great causes of the sufferings of 
this nation; one great cause of 
the increase of the paupers, of 
the thefts, of the size of the gaols, 
poor-houses, imad-hou$es, and pf 
those horrid scenes of deplorable 
misery and starvation, which 
daily behold. Somebody must 
lose, somebody must suffer, in con- 
sequence of the .gains of thoge 
who thrive by paper-money ; and, 
at last, a large part pf this suffer- 
ing falls on the working clast* 
Mr. Crickitt A in his examina- 
tion, is, in the newspapers, re- 
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ported to hare slated, that he ms 
a banker eighteen years, and that, 
After the first year-, he never had 
a» farthing in the bank; that he 
was continually in its debt for 
seventeen years; and yet, that, 
in the eighteen years, he received 
fifty-seven thousand' pounds as 
his share of the profits of the 
bmk! SO that, if he, at last, 
pay. 20s. to the pound, even if he 
do this, he has got 57,000/. for 
nothing ; for, he had no money in 
the bank; he did not work, nor 
did the bank work; he got other 
men’s money, or goods, in ex- 
change for his bits of paper; as 
long as he was not called upon 
for real money back again, the 
holders of his bits of paper fan- 
cied they had .so much money 5 
but, when he was called upon for 
that real money, he could not give 
it. How should he, when he had 
spent it at elections, or had eaten, 
or drunk, or worn, or otherwise’ 
disposed of, the worth - of it T 
But, suppose (hat a bahker 
never broke, never stopped, still 
his trade must be an enormous 
evil. He puts out paper, for 
which he gets other men’s goods, 
and the paper costs him next to 
nothing. It is not' value for valued 
bnt; it is value for nothing. -No 
matter that he has property else - 
takers. That property brings him 




rent, . or profit. It has bathing, t$ 
'do with his. banknotes. He geta 
by them without the use of any 
property; and, that which he 
| gets somebody must, lose, .Sir 
Wjliuam EufobD) at Plymouth, 
has confessed, that he, for many 
years, received a third part of (he 
profits of the Bank, and that he 
never had any capital employed 
| in the business. He was, a great 
part of the time, a Member of 
Parliament, he was a Colonel of , 
Volunteers, Pitt made him a Ba- 
\ronet, he was a Justice ef the 
Peace, he was Recorder of Ply . 
mouth, he was 32 years receiving. 

[ profits from the bank, be and his 
son borrowed of the bank forty 
thousand pounds, and he never, ia 
his life, had a single farthing in 
the bank, or in its business. 'This 
is his own statement, before the 
Commissioners, as published in 
the newspapers. It -seems, that 
24,006/. out of the 40, 000/. were- 
paid back; but, there are ail hte 
profits for 32 years,,- and the 
16,000/. besides, still rema ining , 
as money got for nothing. 

Suppose me to issue a parcel 
of notes to buy a farm with. Sup- 
pose me fo give a man 10,000/. 
in my notes for a form. The man - 

pays them away, and they con- 
tinue out for eight years. Sup- 
pose this. I have the firm- and 
’ - A 2 
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To the People op Essex* 


T 

its rents all this time for nothing ; 
and, if the fttrra yield 5 per cent., 

I get 4,600/. for nothing . I took 
a ten-pound note the other day, 
to Gurney’s Bank at Norwich, 
which had been out nearly eight 
years, and they had gained 
41. 13s. 2d. by that one single ten- 
pound note ! And, how does this 
work as to the people at large ? 
Why, it produces loss to some- 
body ; it works down, through the 
different classes, till it reaches the 
working class, and that class it 
squeezes into the poor-houses and 
the gaols ; and, as the paper -mo- 
ney increases, the size of the poor- 
houses and that of the gaols in- 
crease. If a rag-rook lend his 
notes to farmer Stump , for in- 
stance, to the amount of 100/. for 
a year, Stump v pays the rook 5 
pounds for the use of his notes. 
Stump squeezes the 5/. out ot his 
labourers, of tradesmen; or, it 
works in another way ; he keeps 
his produce from market till it 
will sell for 5/. more in the hun- 
dred; and, thus the people, who 
eat the produce, finally pay the 
hi. which Stump paid to the 
rook. . 

People of Essex, after these 
more general remarks, let me 
come to your affair of Sparrow j 
and Co. You know, that, on the 
24th of February, a great number 


of people, calling themselves gen- 
tlemen, published their names to 
a declaration of conficfence in, 
and of their guarantee of, this 
Sparrow’s notes. You know, that, 
in only SIX DAYS after that, 
the bank of Sparrow and Co. 
STOPPED ! You know, that, in 
consequence of this, another meet- 
ing of the 44 gentlemen” took place. 
That which passed at this meeting 
is very well worthy of your best 
attention. We, in London, were 
charmed with the generosity of a 
Mr. Andrews, who put his njpme 
down for 4,000/. slap ! We con- 
cluded, that this must have been 
some near relation of Sparrow. 
Alas ! the mystery is explained by 
the fact, that he is Receiver Gene- 
ral for the county ! The Chelms- 
Iford Chronicle, of the 10th of 
March, gives the following ac- 
count of what passed at the meet- 
ing, relative to this curious part 
of these transactions — 44 Mr. An- 
4 drews remarked, that at the 
4 last meeting he had made an 
4 offer, which was accepted, by 
44 the actual deposit of a certain 
44 sum of money (4,000/.) for the 
44 immediate assistance of the 
44 bank ; he had hoped that other 
44 gentlemen would have come for- 
44 ward in a similar manner i 
44 they had done so in part only, 
as they had not fully effected 
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“ 1156 object in view. (Cheers.) ' In 
“ consequence of the present state 
u of the bank, inconvenience 
4i might arise to the country at 
“ large. He was placed in the 
a situation of Receiver General 
tl of part of the county, and if con- 
“ fidence should not be restored to 
u the Bank of Sparrow and Co. 
“ previous to his next receipt, he 
“ could take nothing but Bank of 
u England notes and sovereigns, 
“ which he thought would be a 
great inconvenience to many. 
“Gentlemen should therefore 
“ come forward and render their 
“ assistance, until the affairs of 
“the bank were arranged to the 
■“ satisfaction of the public.— Mr. 
“ Gepp observed that he would 
“ willingly afford, to the utmost 
“ of his power, support to the 
“ Bank of Sparrow and Co., and 
“ he^ believed the disposition was 
universal among those gentle- 
men present, but unfortunately 
“ they were not all in the situation 
u of Receiver General ; and the 
“ state of the country was sudh, 
that those who had a desire to 
do so, did not possess the means. 

Mr. Andrews felt somewhat 
°ff en( ted at what he considered 
“ an insinuation that he advanced 
the 4,000/, in the character of 
“Receiver General, and with 
“ some warmth declared that it 
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ft was not from the Government 
te purse, b\it from hisown, that he 
" bad contributed to the public 
“ convenience.** > 

Indeed! Why, then, Mr. An- 
drews is not like Dundas, who 
gave ten thousand pounds to 
the voluntary subscription for car- 
rying on the late war, but, as if 
was afterwards discovered, gave 
it out of the public money ! Mr. 
Gepp, too, is, I fancy, a Distri- 
butor of Stamps in Essex, and a 
Captain or Major of Volunteers . 
So that, nothing in the world 
could be more amiable and pub- 
lic-spirited than all this. But, 
what is more interesting to you, 
People of Essex, is the state of 
the bank*s accounts. I shall copy 
this statement from the same news- 
paper, and then call upon you to 
exercise your caution for the 
future. 

The 'accountant ‘said, that he 

had been pressed for time ; but 
that he believed , the statement to 
be correct. The statement was, 
that the bankers were “ indebted 
“ to persons upon interest notes, 
payable at a certain number of 
“ days, at Braintree, 71,290/., at 
" Chelmsford, 21,949/. 17s. ld. 9 
“ Snaking a total of 92,239/. 1 7s. Id. 

Their promissory notes in circu- 
“ lation at Braintree, .amounted 
to 31,000/., at Chelmsford, 
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“ to 29,9001, making a total of 
“ 60,900/. The total debits to the 
“ Bank, exclusive of the capital 
“ of the Partners, was 294,342/. 

“ 19$. lid. The assets of the 
“ Bank, were for overdrawn ac- 
“ counts, at Braintree, 62,316/. — 

“ at Chelmsford, 68,587/. 2$. 2d.; 

" total of overdrawn accounts, 

« 130,903/. 2s. 2d. There were 
“ Promissory Notes q.nd Bills in 
“ thehand8 of the Bank, on which 
“ they had lent money, at Brain- 
“ tree, 8,360/., at Chelmsford, 
“49,174/. 4$. 9d ; total 57,474/. 

‘‘ 4$. 9d. The Bills in the hands* 
“ of Barclay and Co., available 
“ to the Creditors, were from 
“ Braintree, 26,000/., — from 
“ Chelmsford, 40,000/. ; total, 

“ 66,000/. ; to which might be 
“ added Bills in the hands of Mr. 

“ Sanderson, the bill broker, 

“ 22,000/. ; which made the total, 
“ 88,000/. The cash in the Brain- 
u tree Bank was 11,142/., at 
“ Chelmsford Bank, 10,500/. , 
“ and at Messrs. Barclays, 12,000/. 
i( total of cash, 33,642 /. There 
“were stamps which were equal 
“ to cash, at Chelmsford, 500/.,] 
“ at Braintree, 500/T; total 1,000/. 
5‘ There was also a partnership 
‘ 4 \ freehold at Braintree, estimated 
“at 1,000/.. The total of assets 
x “ at the Bank was 312,019/. 6$. 
“ lid. ; the total of debts owing, 
“294,342/.J9s. lid. 


to 

Thus, there was a balance, m 
favour of the bank , of 1 8,000/.! 
Why did it stop , then ? But, let 
us look at this matter a little more 
closely. The debt is 294,000/. 
Now, here are, you will observe, 
294,000 SO VERE IGN S . Pray 
mark that. To pay this debt, this 
great number, this fearful number 
of GOLD SOVEREIGNS is 
absolutely necessary. And what 
has the bank to pay it with? 
Why, only 33,000/ in cash ; the 
rest of the 312,000/. is in pro- 
missory notes in the hands of ihe 
bank ; in the amount of overdrawn 
accounts : and in the amount ot 
bills in the hands of London bank- 
ers and bill-brokers! So that, 
WHEN ALL THESE ARE 
PAID, the Bank will have a ba- 
lance, in its favour, of 18,000/. ! 
God forbid, that I should venture 
to name the time, when that 
WHEN is likely to be. And, 
yet, one would think, that it ought 
to come pretty quickly, seeing 
that every body is to be paid, and 
the bank is to open again on the 
17 th of April, 

Let us now look at the state- 
iment of the private property of 
these bankers, which (according 
to the report) was as follows : 
“Mr. Bandogs stated, that one 
“ incumbrance on Mr. Sparrow'* 
“ estates, was 7000/. to protide 
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“ for a settlement on Mr. Spar- 
“ row’s first marriage with Miss 
“ Crow; there was also amarriage 
“ settlement of 1200/. per annum 
“ upon the present Mrs. Sparrow; 
“ which settlement, however, was 
“made subscqtient to the mar- 
“ riage; but if that circumstance 
“ was any defect, Mrs. Sparrow 
“ was entitled to dower on a c.on- 
“ siderable portion of Mr. Spar- 
“ row’s estates. His estimate of 
“ the whole of Mr. Sparrow’s pro- 
“ perty was 140, 000/. — Mr. 
“ Chalk asked Mr. Bridget what 
“ was the amount of Mr. Spar- 
“ row’s rental ? Mr- Bridges said, 
“ about 3000/. per annum, besides 
“ what was in hand.— Mr. Wal- 
“pord next rose and observed, 
“ that he would willingly state 
“ the amount of the property 
“ which he possessed, but it must 
“ appear very humble after what 
“ had transpired, as regarded 
“ that of Mr. Sparrow, hispartner. 
“ He- (Mr. Walford) estimated his 
“ property at from 40 to 45,000/: 
“ he wished it, however, to be un- 
“ derstood, that his landed pro- 
“ perty did not equal that amount, 

“ but it did nearly so. He had 
“ raised 17,000/. for the purposes 
“ of the Bant, and that sum was 
“ an incumbrance upon his pro- 
“ perty. There was also a rever- 
“ sionary interest of 3(S00/. to 
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“ which it was liable ; but he did 
“ nof owe 100/. more than he bad 
“ stated, in, all the world. — The 
“ Chairman here observed,, that 
“Mr. Simpson, another of the 
“ partners in the Jlank, was in the 
“ town ; that gentleman was also 
“ ready to give an account of his 
“ property, should it be required. 

“ He (Mr. Bramsfon) begged to 
“ offer his personal testimony, that 
“ Mr. Simpson', with that tender- 
“ ness of feeling, as well as good- 
“ ness of heart, which all his ac- 
“ quaintance knew him to possess, 
“ had craved the indulgence to be 
“ absent from the meeting unless 
“ his attendance was indispensa- 
“ bly necessary. But Mr. Simp- 
“ son was at the Bank, and was 
“ willing to give the fullest infor- 
“ mationofhis property that might 
“ be required. (Much applause 
“ followed ; and the good opinion 
“ expressed by the worthy Chair- 
“ man, as related to Mr. Simpson, 

“ seemed to be in unison with that 
“ of the whole meeting.)” 

What land Sparrow has in 
hand we are not told; but a rental 
of 3000/. a year, supposing all 
to be freehold, is not worth more * 
than 90,000/.' Then we are, in 
the first pjace, to hike TOO©/, 
from this; and after that 12807. 
a year on account of the settle^ 
ment on Mrs. Sparuow. ih» . 
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leaves a rental of 1800/. a year, 
letting "the 7000/. go for the lands 
in hand . At thirty years' purchase, 
this estate is, then, worth 54,000/., 
that is to say, if land will, in six 
or eight months’ time, sell at as 
)iigh a price as it would have sold 
at last year! I observe, too, that 
Mr. Bridges says, ABOUT 
8000/. a-year. In such a case, and 
coming from a person who knew 
exactly what the sum was, I do 
not like this word about Walford 
estimates his property at from 
forty to forty-five thousand ; but 
there are incumbrances to the 
amount of 17,000/. and 8000/. 
So that, even taking Walford at 
his own estimate, his clear pro- 
perty does not much exceed 
20,000/. And this, too, observe, 
even if that property, amidst a 
general fall of prices, will sell for 
as much as it would have sold for 
last year! Simpson’s “ tender - 
ness of feeling and goodness of 
heart" restrained him from coming 
to give an account of his private 
property ; and therefore my com- 
mon sense bids me not to guess it 
to amount to any thing that would 
have made a very grand show. 
Here, then, with all possible al- 
lowances for high pnces of this 
property, is private property to 
the amount of 74,000/. And, if 
pnces continue to fall; who will 


venture to say, that, if actually 
sold, it would bring nearly that 
sum 1 However, suppose the pro- 
perty sold, and for the 74,000/. 
Then you may add this sum to the 
83,000/. in cash , ' which make 
107,000/., and the rest of the 
294,000/. is to come out of over- 
drawn accounts , the promissory 
notes, and the bills. Out of these 
things are to come 187,000 of 
SOVEREIGNS IN GOLD! 
All these accounts, notes, and* 
bills, are- evidences of debts due 
to the bank ; but, they were con- 
tracted in paper-money . Will it 
be very easy to get them paid in 
gold? Here is a large lot of 
sovereigns to collect : they would 
weigh nearly A TON AND A 
HALF, and would, of course, be 
a load for a narrow - wheeled 
wagon l So that, my friends, if 
you see such a wagon, coming 
into Chelmsford, and hear a 
great chinking as the wagon goes 
along, begin to dance and sing, 
and -run with your little bits of 
paper, blessing 'the wagon as 
you go. 4 

But, whenever this shall take 
place, my advice to you is, not to 
be content with the sight of the 
wagon, nor even with that of the 
bags. Follow the wholesome ad- 
vice of the King’s Ministers, and 
get each of you “ a piece of gold 
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in your pocket.” How many ca- 
lamities would you have avoided, 
if you had done this long ago! 
And, to say the truth, your losses 
are all of your own creating. 
The law is, that every banker shall 
pay his notes in gold , it the sum 
exceed 40s. and that sum, or a 
less sum, he may pay in silver . 
But, Bank of England notes are 
not a legal tender , from any 
banker, or from the Bank of 
England. And, if any banker 
refuse to pay in gold and silver, 
you may bring an action against 
hipi, if the holes amount to 40s. 
and you may arrest him, if they 
amount to ten pounds . This is 
the law. There are impudent 
bankers to say that it is not the 
law ; but, demand gold, follow the 
good advice of the Kings Mi- 
nisters, and you will have a piece 
of gold in your pockets, and may 
laugh at those who hold what the 
same Ministers justly call/ 1 worth- 
less rags ” If Sparrow has 
61,000/. of notes after all ' the 
runs, what must there have been, 
in the # whole kingd6m , before the 
runs took place ? The bare thought 
of this is sufficient to convince any 
reasonable creature, that such a 
system must be productive of 
dreadful explosions and still more 
dreadful calamity. Neither you 
nor I can prevent these. But you 
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and I and every man have it m 
our power to secure ourselves 
against injury from the breaking 
of banks. We have it in our 
power to refuse to take bank notes 
of any sort; and, if we take them, 
we have it in our power to compel 
those who have issued them to pay 
us in gold. The law offers us 
protection; and, if we be such_ 
cowards as to be afraid to demand 
what the law awards us, we 
richly deserve all the pains and 
penalties nf cold, rags, hunger 
and thirst. 

I am your Friend, 

Wm. COBBETT. 


DINNER 

AT NORWICH. 

I notified in the Register 
some little time ago, that I should 
dine at Norwich on the 25th of 
March. I went to Norwich ac- 
cordingly, and the dinner took 
place on that day. There were 
some gentlemen there from Lon- 
don, to take a repqrt of the pro- 
ceedings; and, reports have been 
published in the Morning Chro- 
nicle and in the Morning Herald, 
beyond all measure more correct 
than I could have thought possible. 
I went down for the purpose of 
talking to my friends at Norwich. 
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These gentlemen have made me 
talk to the whole country ; and 1 
am very much obliged to them for 
having so done. The beastly Old 
Times newspaper, which seems to 
be actually splitting with venom, 
has observed, that my speech was 
made up out of the Register . 
Anna Brodie is the very last per- 
son in the world that ought to 
complain of that; for, during the 
last four months, what has Anna 
said, (which has been worth read- 
ing,) that she has not, in the most 
barefaced manner, purloined from 
that same Register. Anna is like 
the Rooks; she draws out of the 
bank without having put any 
thing into it; and she is angry 
with me, because I merely draw 
out of my own deposits ! 

Anna is incorrect, however; 
for, there was a great deal of 
matter in this speech or talk, 
which had never been in the Re- 
gister at all ; and that the reader 
will perceive, when he hasjread 
it. I shall insert it here as 1 find 
it in these newspapers, making 
only three or four slight alterations, 
and these not of very great im- 
portance. In the Morning Chro- 
nicle, an error of the press has 
made me say, that the Cathedral 
at Norwich was the conventicle 
church of a priory. I said, or 
meant to say, the conventual 
church. There was a little mis- i 
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take, in the same paper, respect- 
ing the case of Sir Robert Wil- 
son, which I have put right in 
the reprint. 

Resides, if the speech had been 
a mere string of sentences taken 
out of the Register, what objection 
could that have been to it ? It is 
necessary to repeat , even in the 
same publication. ' Men forget . 
that which they have read; and 
numbers are daily entering upon 
the stage of manhood. But, in 
the present case, a^ it has turned 
out, 1 was addressing myself to 
no very small part of the whole 
nation; to many thousands upon 
thousands who never read the 
Register at all. If there had 
been nothing else in this speech, 
there was the fact, relative to the 
note presented at Gurney’s Bank. 
To have to state that fact alone 
was worth a journey to Norwich; 
and that fact has, in consequence 
of the reports given of the speech, 
been stated to the whole kingdom. 

A thing like that which we have 
to deal with, is not to be dealt 
with by ordinary means. We 
must make extraordinary exer- 
tions; and where the case calls 
for it, we must go to the spot. 

With this preface I shall insert 
the report of the speech, and re- 
quest, notwithstanding what Anna 
Brodie says, the attention of nyr 
readers to every part of it. t 
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DINNER TO MR. COBBETT, 
AT NORWICH. 


[Norwich, Saturday., March 25.] 

It having been announced by pub- 
lic advertisement, and in The Weekly 
Register, that Mr. Cobbett would 
meet his friends at dinner at the 
Bowling-green Inn, Norwich, on 
this day, it was expected that a con- 
siderable number of persons would 
oe present : nor was this expectation 
-disappointed, for Mr Gurney (the 
rlandlord) provided a dinner for eighty 

E :rsons; but, had the room been 
rge enough to accommodate them, 
‘considerably more than that number 
would have sat down to dinner. 

Mr. Cobbett arrived in Norwich 
about eleven o’clock in the morning, 
from the house of a friend where he 
had slept. It was thought that the 
want of employment amongst the 
operatives of this ancient city would 
have caused a large assemblage of 
persons round the inn ; but whether 
it was that there was superior attrac- 
tion in the booths and shows exhi- 
biting at the other end of the town, 
or from what other pause we kjiow 
•not, there appeared no more stfr or 
bustle than if no such meeting was 
^expected. 

At half-past three o’clock Sir T. 
Beevor, attended by Mr. Clarke, 
Mr. Cobbett, jun., Mr. Withers, and 
several other gentlemen, entered the 
' dining-Toom. Sir T v Bcevor took 
Ihe chair, Mr. Cobbett sitting on his 
right; and the party, consisting of 
most respectable farmers and land- 
owners, sat down to an excellent 
dinner. The cloth having been re- 
moved, 

Sir T. Beevor rose at^d said — Gen- 
tlemen, I shall propose to you a toast, 
“ The Debt— our firm and fast 
Triend — the Debt ” [applause], 
s The . Chairman then rose and said — 
Gentlemen, in proposing the health 
of our excellent friend, Mr. Cobbett,! j 
and welcoming him once agaip to 


this city, I feel Joy and exultation in 
recollecting the. triumph we achieved 
when he was last. amongst us at St. 
Andrew’s Hall, some three years * 
since [applause]. What must noiy 
be Mr. Cobbett’s feelings? what 
must be the feelings of every man 
who thought and acted with him 
upon that occasion, when they found 
his “ prophecies,” his “ false, his 
lying prophecies,” as they were then 
called, now brought into play? What 
must his opponents feel, when they 
find that those “ prophecies ” are, 
day after day, fulfilling, and likely 
to be still further fulfilled [hear, 
hear !] ? Gentlemen, I cannot rejoice 
at the injuries which individuals 
suffer — 1 know that, in this disas- 
trous crisis, many worthy and ho- 
nourable men have suffered, and for 
them I feel sincerely sorry. But, if 
,1 were to tell you that 1 felt sorry 
for the great public disaster which 
has been brought about, I should be 
a most consummate hypocrite [hear, 
hear !]. On the contrary, I hope 
that the present state of things will 
yet go on, and I do so, because I 
trust and feel, that out of existing 
evil will come good [hear, hear!]. 

In proposing Mr. Cobbett’s health, 

I shall leave it to yourselves to ex- 
press the sense you entertain of his 
merits, and the pleasure you feel at 
meeting him again [applause]. I 
shall, therefore, give the “ Health 
of Mr. Cobbett, with three times 
three [the toast was drunk with loud * 
applause].” Silence having been 
obtained, 

Mr. Cobbett rose, and was received 
by cheering and clapping of hands. 

He at length proceeded nearly as 
follows : — “ Gentlemen, after thank- 
ing you for this additional mark of 
your friendship and esteem, I shall 
say a few words upon our present 
position, and proceed to point out 
the grounds which I thinlt we have 
for rejoicing on the present occa- 
sion, and what I conceive will be 
the future situation and prospects df 
the Rooks [a laugh]. But, first, I 
must express my regre t at hearing .a 
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report current, that I attended here 
to-day with a view to encourage and 
promote the means of my being re- 
turned to Parliament. Nothing can 
be more mistaken than such an opi- 
nion. I have already said,' and I 
now repeat, that I never shall enter 
the House of Commons by any act 
of my own ; but least of all, will I, 
by any indirect or underhand con- 
duct, obtain a seat there. Again, I 
have been told, that some misunder- 
standing has taken place with respect 
to the kind of ditiner which X wished 
to have upon this occasion.. When 
I made up my mind to meet my 
^ friends here, I never told any one, 
not even my friend Sir T. Beevor, 
that intention ; I merely inserted in 
The Register that I should like to 
dine at one of the inns at Norwich 
on such a day, intending to have a 
dinner which would cost two or three 
shillings, being aware, that if the 
dinner was to be* upon a high scale, 
I should exclude, by the high price 
of tickets, a large number of that 
class of society whom I should be 
most anxious to meet upon such oc- 
casion [hear, hear, hear !]. Having 
said so much, I must add, that I fear 
I shall occupy your attention for a 
considerable time; and if I tire you, 
or any of you [“ No, no !”], I hope 
you will have the candour to tell me 
so, and I shall have done [“ Go on ; 
goon, Sir!”]. First, then, let me 
congratulate you upon the existing 
state of things. You all remember 
our last meeting at 'St. Andrew’s 
Hall (1823) — you remember the 
treatment, the revilings, the deri- 
sion, which we experienced from the 
Hole-and-Corner gentry upon that 
occasion [a laugh] — you remember 
when the false money gave a seem- 
ing prosperity to the country, how 
we were reviled and abused— you 
remember how I, and every friend 
Of mine who read The Register , were 
ridiculed and pointed at. Well, then, 
you see what has come to pass ; you 
see, as well as I do, the truth of 
those predictions ; and seeing this, 
are we not to triumph, are we not to 
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taW an open opportunity of express- 
ing the triumpn, the exultation we 
feel, at seeing the situation in which 1 
our adversaries are placed [hear, n 
hear, hear !] ? I entertain no feelings 
of exultation at the losses of indivi- 
duals; on the tontrary, I feel pre- 
cisely with the Honourable Baronet 
near me. I know riothing^ersonally 
of. the Rooks , of erf their frieilds, re- 
lations, .or connexions! But I know 
this— I know that their profession or 
their business, whichever you like to 
call it, is injurious to the prosperity 
and happiness of ibis kingdom [hear, 
hear, hear !]. I shall state one fact, 
which will give you some idea of this 
paper-money system. When I came 
to Norwich, I was determined to 
ascertain whether your banks actu- 
ally paid in gold; and with that 
view I went to Mr. Gurney’s bank, 
and presented a ten-pound note of 
his at the counter, and, in the very 
words upon the face of the note, de- 
manded payment. They asked me 
“What I would have it in?”. To 
which I answered, “ Pay me for that 
note ; all I want is, that you pay me.” 
They understood what I meant, and 
I have the pleasure to inform you 
that they gave me ten sovereigns for 
it [hear, hear!]. They did this, be- 
cause they knew, they felt, that they 
were bound to pay their notes in gold. 

But they did not do it at once ; they 
kept me waiting a little white, the 
clerk saying “ Won’t you tell us, Sir, 
how you will have it?” to which I 
uniformly answered, “ No, no — pay 
me for that note ; and if you don’t 
pay me to my satisfaction, I shall 
proceed accordingly.” They, how- 
ever, knew their duty, for 1 was de- 
termined that I would not tell them, 
and they paid me in gold. This is a 
course of proceeding which I fear is 
not often adopted, even in Norwich 
[hear, hear!]. But if it were acted 
upon more generally in the different 
counties, you would find that pay- 
ments in gold by Country Banks 
would become universal throughout 
the kingdom. I must say a word or 
two more about this note of Mr. 
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Gurney’s, in order to let you see tM! 
blessings which the paper-money I 
brings upon the country. The 10/. 
note which I presented was dated 
the 26th May, 1818 ; so that by next 
May it would have bee'n eight years 
in circulation ; at aU events, it was 
in circulation long enough to give 
Mr. Gurney a pyrotit of 4/. 13s. 2tf., 
calculating the- interest at five per 
cent., and of course including the 
compound interest [hear!].* Now, I 
ask any of you, whether there is any 
reason, any utility, in a system such 
as this ? Our government is a kingly 
government. We maintain a King and 
a Royal Family ; and let me tell you 
that we maintain them very well, too, 
thouglf I say it [hear! and a laugh.] 
We maintain a large and expensive 
Royal Family; we also pay a’ large, 
number of placemen, pensioners, 
and sinecurists ! and surely it is not 
' too much to expect that we should 
have something in the shape of bene- 
fit in return. Ours is a government 
of King, Lords, and Commons; it is 
not, or at least it ought not to be, a 
government of Bank, Lords, and 
Commons ! And if His Majesty had 
but continued to exercise bis prero- 
gative — aye, and one of his most im- 
portant prerogatives, the issuing of 
the circulating medium of the coun- 
try — Mr. Gurney would never have 
made his 4 /. 135. 2 d. upon the 10/. 
note, which he cashed me to-day [a 
laugh.] 1 now come to give you my 
opinion upon the state of the Rooks. 
You must have, by this time, per- 
ceived that they are dropping off their 
roosts, one here and one there, and 
one elsewhere ; they don’t in general 
make a very great noise, except 
in their own neighbourhoods, but 
, they are dropping ofi. And yet, 
strange as it may seem, I find that 
every one has the greatest confidence 
in his own Bank. “ True it is,” they 
say, “ that otfier Banks are going, 
but our Bank is perfectly safe.” But 
at length the critical moment arrives, 
and that 4 ‘ very safe Bank” goes with 
the rest, and then the parties begin 
to discover the actual state of their 


<Wn Rooks [hear ! and a laugh.} la 
order to explain this, 1 shall relate an 
anecdote which I read a few days 
since in the public papers. Mr. 
Crickitt (who was a great banker in 
Suffolk), became a bankrupt a short 
time since. He was looked upon as 
a man of solid and undoubted pro- 
perty. However, tipoi} his examio^- 
tion, it appeared that he became a 
partner in the firm in 1809 ; that 
soon after that, he became indebted 
to the firm, into which he never 
brought one farthing afterwards, and 
that he continued a debtor to it up 
to the bankruptcy; that during these 
seventeen years, he had borrowed 
money from the firm to buy an 
estate, which estate he afterwards 
settled upon his wife. But this is not 
all. It f urther appeared, that during 
these seventeen years, this Mr. 

, Crickitt, who never brought a far- 
thing into the -concern, during that 
time, and who was always in debt to it, 
actually shared 57,000/. of profits 
[hear, hear, hear !J ' Now I ask, is 
it not clear that this sum of 57,000£. 
as well as the 4/. 13*. 2 d. of Mr.. 
Gurney,^ must have come altogether 
out of the pockets of the public 1 
He gave no lands for it — he gave no 
goods for it — he gave no labour for 
it — he administered no physic for it 
— he administered no law for it; nay, 
he did not even so much as preach 
for it [a laugh]. And yet he bought 
an estate, he lived in style, he kept 
servants and expensive establish- 
ments ; and all this was taken out of 
the pockets of the public [Hear, 
hear !].- — In this way he possessed 
himself of what the labourer should 
have eaten ; in this way he possessed 
himself of what the farmer should 
have saved $nd put by, or else ex- 
pended upon his family. Let it not 
be supposed that this is any exag- 
gerated statement of mine. I give 
it to you as I read it in The Herald 
of Monday or Tuesday last. The 
picture is sufficiently appalling ; but, 
thank Gud! we have some prospect 
of an end being put to the system* 
which produced it. It is hoped that 
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Hath the assistance; of the Bank of 
England, that aystem may be prop- 
ped up, and still carried on. It is, 
however* a vain hope; the time is 
fesfc approaching* when the people 
will no longer be shuffled otf with 
• the paper, even of the Bank of Eng- 
land. It: is now pretty notorious 
that v tlie lie, the profitable lie, that a 
Bank of England note was a legal 
tender, can no longer be thrust down 
the throats of the public; and as the 
people find the fact, they will refuse 
to receive it, and then the Rooks 
must die ; and then small paper will, 
of course, be swept out of circulation, 
and the large paper, too, for that 
matter ! Ministers, indeed, think to 
keep large notes in circulation, after 
the small ones are withdrawn; but 
we know that the large notes walk 
upon and are supported. by the small 
ones, : and that, when the one is out 
of circulation the otherwill disappear 
also. Will any one tell me that, 
when a man takes 4 1. in notes to a 
bank, and gets gold for them, he will 
not also get gold for his 5/. note? 
He will say tQ himself* It is only ask- 
ing one sovereign more; and as I 
have to keep it by me for a little 
time, I may as well take care that I 
run no risk by the failure of any 
bank. The revenues of Government 
must necessarily be paid, and then will 
come the tug. We all know that 
prices will fall — that they, must fall • 
they did so in 1820 , under simila^ 
circumstances; I am well informed 
that wheat, which, three months 
since, was at 78*. per quarter, in 
Scotland, is now at 48$. in that coun- 
try. You will see that this is no 
more than 24*. a comb. I under- 
gaud* also that the loaf, which was 
mree months since, eleven pence, ai 
Bdmburgh, is now at eight-pence 
Good God ! is not this sudden anti 
alarming, reduction a sufficient warn- 
ing! It is true that the law, with 
respect to 5 small notes, is not yet in 

^Scotland, neither 
indeed is it with respect to England * 
People of Sowla,)d.are m: 
Orally . csnjtjpus, aad feelingtlwi 


they must pay in gold, hat-e bee# 
drawing in their notes, and this 1 
drawing in will go on un til the prices 
in this country are brought nearly 
on a level with those of other coun- 
tries. You may depend upon it that 
will be the case, if Ministers perse- 
vere in the measure now adopted, 
and the' man who thinks otherwise, 
grossly and egregiously deceives him* 
self. This reduction must go or 
until wheat is brought down to> 
3s. 6d. or 3s. 9d. the bushel— that 
scientific bushel, the capacity of 
which is a little increased, and which 
is fixed upon by weighing certain 
square inches of water in an atmo- 
sphere of 62 degrees of Fahrenheit’s 
thermometer. [Hear! and a laugh.} 
It is true that they have made the 
bushel a little larger, but all they 
can otherwise do will not prevent the* 
price of it from coming down tor 
3s. 6d, or 3s. 9 d. 9 if Ministers perse- 
vere in their present course. We are 
drawing gold from the Continent, 
and it is now pouring very fast into 
the country; this must render it 
scarce abroad, and, of course, lower 
prices in proportion ; and unless our 
prices fall in a corresponding de- 
gree, the gold will go back, ami then 
— why then, unless she draw in her 
paper, the old mother-bank must 
stop, and there will be at once an 
end to the system. But, she wilt 
draw it in. [Hear, hear!] Any man 
who allows himself to f>e deceived 
into an opinion that things are mend- 
ing because of any trifling vibration 
m prices, will sadly and fatally.de* 
ceive himself ; that is, if, as I said 
before, Ministers persevere. To be 
sure, nothing short of Omniscience 
can enable us to divine what they 
will do; but if they do persevere, 
prices must go down, so sure as we 
are here together assembled. You 
will, perhaps, tell me, that if such* be 
the case, the landlord must beTuin* 
ed, and his estates must pass into the 
hands of the fundholders and the* 
stock-jobbers. Very true, he must 
he ruined, and must give up his 
estates, to those parties; but ihe* 


Digitized by Google 


total 
nd ti| 
hepritE 
t ntt* 
er co* 
nit to 
spas 
»opid, 
nerwiiii 
r es hiuj. 
§o«- 

jwn u 
*1— tia 

city g 

Jwiliffl 

certta 

atac. 
Diieii'i . 
a«4J 
de tl» 

1 tkj 
■lit tie 

W71 to 
persfr 
t’eare 
inent, 
tics 
ler it 
lower 
;sour 
;b 
lb 
lb 
must 
e an 
id 
mu 
:ived 
end* 

,tioa 

de* 

said 

)be 

nee 

bey 

ere, 

we 

’on 

be 

in* 

he 

be' 

ISt 

iis 

K 


» April!, 1 S 26 . & 


farmer and labourer wilt remain, be- 
cause the estates will remain— they 
cannot stop; the parson too will re* 
main, for he continues weH ; he does 
not wait till the crop is sold, and the 
value received ; he comes in at once 
and takes his share; but the land- 
lord must certainly be ruined. You 
will, perhaps, ask me, whether the 
landlord will stand by, and with 
folded arms, allow the Jews and Job- 
bers of the day to take quiet pos- 
session of his property ? And cer- 
tainly, one could hardly suppose that 
he will. But have we not seen what 
took place in 1822? We were very 
near the mark then. Another year, 
and that which we have now every 
right to expect, must necessarily 
have taken place. You will say that 
the landlords do all this from a high 
sense of national honour and na- 
tional faith; and, perhaps, they do; 
at least, let us give them some 
credit for such feelings. -But we 
have a right to inquire whether there 
is not yet another, and perhaps a 
more powerful, cause, operating 
upon them? . We have what has 
been called by some a “ Dead- 
weight,’' lying upon us; we' have an 
army; and in that army, according 
to Mr. Hume, we have some 16,000 
or 17,000 officers. This army, we 
are told, has rendered such important 
services to the country— it has placed 
her national institution*, and her 
prosperity and independence, upon 
so secure a footing, that we are in 
gratitude bound to support and re- 
ward all those who belong to it ! 
Again, we are told, on the other 
hand, that the army is for the safety 
and protection* of the country in 
time of war. But is there no other 
reason for all this gratitude for past 
services and reward for expected pro- 
tection? There is another reason, 
and that reason I think I can point 
out. They cannot touch one penny 
of the interest of the National Debt ; 
which, taking* it altogether, amounts 
to 35,000,000/. out of the 54,000,000/. 
of revenue. If they could only clap j 
their hands upon one half or three j 


fourths of that u Best Friend, 
has been happily called by the Ho- 
nourable Bart, (Sir T. Beevor), then 
they would be able to’ get on. It is 
true that it belongs to a set of Jews 
and Jobbers; but what of that ? 
You may say what you will about 
national faith, and national honour, 
but the true history of the case is 
this. The landlords themselves* get 
hold of a great portion of the taxes. 
Only inquire, for a moment, who are 
the officers who govern forts and 
garrisons, which have neither em- 
brasures nor guns; look into the 
Navy List, and see who are the men 
who are promoted over the heads of 
older officers ; inquire who are they 
who get possession of all places and 
sinecures of emolument, either at 
home or abroad; take the Pension 
List ; and amongst all these you wiH 
find, that the far greater part of those 
places, pensions, and sinecures, are 
distributed between th£ children, 
uncles, aunts, cousins, and other re- 
lations of these very landlords. 
[Heaj*, hear, hear!] After the pe- 
tition which we presented in 1823, 
they stated that they heard with hor- 
ror any proposal to touch a farthing 
of the public debt. But what did 
we say in that Petition ? We, too, 
expressed our horror at any attempt 
to touch a farthing of the debt, or 
the interest of it, until they had re- 
duced all and every one of these es- 
tablishments. This is the true rea- 
son -why they were afraid .to touch 
the debt; they felt that they must 
first give up all these good things, 
otherwise they would lay their hands 
upon it and reduce the interest to- 
morrow. [Hear, hear, hear'!] But 
who ever expected that any man, or 
set of men, ever willingly^ gave up 
any thing profitable, whifeh they had 
been aceustomed to consider their 
own? If a man holds an estate, 
which it is shewn by law he is not 
entitled to, does he walk quietly ouf, 
hat in hand? No; he takes goal 
cate to hold it as long* as he can.— 
An Honourable Member of the 
House of .Commons (Mr. Cooeit) 
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liRS Said, in reference to the Corn- 
Bill, we ought to start fair, and that 
English landlords ought to be upon 
the same footing with the landlords 
of other nations. Mr. E. Wodehousc 
has talked of an equitable adjust- 
ment (we owe that phrase to him.) 
But- if the fundholder were to turn 
round upon Mr. Gooch, and say, 
u Sir, you wish to start fair , then let 
“ us start fair; before any alteration 
“ is made in the^lebt, or its interest, 
“ let your brothers and family give 
“ up the good fat livings and other 
u things, which they hold in the 
" Church and the Army ? ” This 
was what the fundholder would be 
likely to say to Mr. Gooch. He 
would probably answer Mr. E. W ode- 
house pretty much in the same 
way. He would say, “ if you wish 
to start fair , and have an equitable 
adjustment, let us, if you please, 
begin by taking away those largfe 
thumping livings and dignities which 
your family enjoy ; — let us take care 
that your son, who has been pro- 
moted . over the heads of so many 
senior officers in the Navy, be re- 
turned back to the situation which 
he must have filled if you had not 
been (what you are) [hear, hear, 
hear!]/* Gentlemen, they know 
that all this would be said, they know 
that all this ought to be said, because 
- they know that it is'right; and this, 
as t have already said, is the true 
reason why they decline to act upon 
the prayer of our Petition. Some 
persons, however, proposed to reduce 
the interest of the Debt indirectly. 
They would not listen to our advice; 
on the contrary, they ridiculed it; 
and yet Mr. Gurney, who was one 
of those who joined in that ridicule, 
has his project, and what do you 
think it is ? Why, nothing less than 
' lowering the standard . . This opinion 
he has expressed in his place in Par- 
liament, and he has further sup- 
ported it in a pamphlet which he has 
given to the world. A Parson in 
Suffolk (a Mr. Cruttwell) has adopted 
the same opinions, but he has gone 
further than Mr. Gurney. The lat- 
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ter did not fix the amount to which 
it must be lowered, but the Parson 
was not so scrupulous ; he at once 
said it should be lowered one-half! 
That is to say, that where a man had 
1/. due to him, he should receive 
10 s. — Mr. Gurney certainly has not 
gone this length, hut he has adopted 
tlje principle ; and what is that prin- 
ciple? That of clipping the King’s 
coin ? The Debt would remain no- 
minally the same, to be sure; but 
in fact the money of the country 
would be brought to half its present 
value. Mr. Gurney, as well as the 
Hole-and- Corner men of this county, 
called our plan of 1823 a roguish 
proposition, and it was broadly as- 
serted that I had come down to , 
i iduce the people of Norfolk to agree 
to a roguish and most dishonest act. 
But let us see what would be the 
effect of Mr. Gurney’s, plan. Why 
it would be this, to reduce every cre- 
ditor’s demand one-half. Then let 
us see how it would work. And, 
£rst, you will observe that the plan 
is not new. Many of our Kings 
resorted to the plan of clipping the 
coin ; that is, actually cutting a piece 
from it ; but this was, at all times, 
and by all historians, decried as a 
gross and villanous act of dishonesty 
towards the public. Here, however, 
the dishonesty is increased ; for, not a 
smali piece, but one-half, is to be at 
once taken off. And let us only in- 
quire who are to be the losers of this 
naif? The fundholder loses his 
half ; the trader, the farmer, would 
lose half what he was entitled to, 
from the passing of the Act ; but the 
labourer, supposing him to be hired 
for a year, from September last, 
would lose half his wages for the . 
whole year. But, mark the dishon- 
esty of the plan, with reference to 
Country Bankers. We all know 
the principal trade of a Country Bank 
consists in deposits. If any one of 
us were to deposit 100/., say in a 
Country Bank to-day, and that this 
new measure were enacted to-mor- 
row, then the Banker would only 
pay us back one-half. This would 
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affect the Annuitant, the Mort- 
gagee, and the Fundholder to 
the amount of half the property 
of each for ever. It would affect 
the landlord only for the term of any 
lease he may now have granted ; but 
the Parson, the cunning Parson, 
would escape even that, as he'goes into 
the field and takes his tenth of the 
crop [hear, hear !]. So you see that 
Mr. Cruttwell would be in the same 
situation that he was before. This 
was the plan propounded by Mr. 
Gurney, and more accurately defined 
as. to its. extent by the Rev. Mr. 
Cruttwell. Our plan was not of this 
sort — we did not propose to touch a 
farthingof the Debt, or the interest 
of. the Debt; we did not propose to 
interfere with any contract, until we 
ascertained the period at which each 
contract was made. If I contracted 
with any one of you, when wheat 
was 12s. a bushel, it could not be 
expected that I should pay according 
to that contract now. Is there any- 
thing unfair and dishonest in this ? 
And yet Mr. Coke and several other 
persons said that our Petition was 
not only ridiculous, but dishonest; 
while they listened courteously to 
the principles laid down by Mr. Gur- 
ney, and fixed in their extent by Mr. 
Cruttwell, the one being a banker, 
and the other a parson [hear, hear !], 
But, Gentlemen, we may recom- 
mend this plan, or the other plan, it 
is all of no use ; for until a reform 
in Parliament is brought about, we 
have no chance of, success ; and for 
that Reform, too, do we pray. De- 
pend upon this, that neither place- 
man nor sinecurist will ever give up 
a farthing, until he be forced ; nei- 
ther can it be expected that Parlia- 
ment, as at present constituted, will 
ever make them. Let me call your 
attention to two or three things, and 
then ask you whether such a state of 
things would be allowed to exist, if 
the people had their proper influence 
in returning Representatives to that 
House? I will begin with Sunday 
tolls, which, in a great many places, 
are double those of other days, We 
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all know that farmers, as well as 
tradesmen in towns, who can afford 
to keep horses, find it impossible to 
leave their business on week days, 
and are therefore obliged to avail 
themselves of Sunday for the pur- 
pose either of visiting thfeir friends, 
or taking the air. But on thatday 
a double toll is exacted from these 
persons ; while the rich, who drive 
about every day, and perhaps stay at 
home more on Sunday than any 
other day, are, in a great degree, ex- 
empted from it [hear, hear!]. Let 
me ask, if such a law would ever 
have been passed, if the people were 
generally represented in Parliament 
[cheers] ? You all remember the dis- 
missal of Sir Robert Wilson ; he was 
dismissed from the army for some 
offence, or for no offence ; I don’t 
stop to inquire which, nor is it neces- 
sary to my argument. It was then 
contended that he fought not to be 
deprived of his half-pay, as that mo- 
ney was to be considered as a reward 
for past services. The Ministers an- 
swered, that it was a retaining fee 
for future services. Now, do we not 
know that there are a great many 
parsons — do we not know men,/ who 
have devoted themselves to the sav- 
ing of souls, who are at this very mo- 
ment on half-pay [hear, hear, hear !] ? 
Now, observe, the parliament has 
decided, that the clerical character is. 
indelible; — that is, in other words, 
that the parson cannot ever again 
serve as. a soldier ; and yet these men 
who can never again serve as soldiers 
have their halfpay continued to 
them, while it was taken away from 
Sir Robert Wilson [hear, hear !], I- 
not this alone a monstrous inconsiss 
tency? Is it not a thing whieh could 
not occur, if the people were properly 
represented ? True, Mr. Hume has 
tried to shake off and get rid of this 
superfluous expenditure ; but he has 
no support, at least he has not that 
effective support which woulu be 
given to him by the freely chosen 
representatives of the people. You 
are, of course, aware that the Poor 
Laws compel the father to provide 
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far bis children during his life, if he have prayed 
has the means of dofng so, or, in- tion, we pray for W 

^eed if he has any means; and that for retrenchment— \ye pray, ton, tor 
^ grandfather is equally bound to a reduction f 
Support them, in the event of the and useless places ; and ^hen the sj 
fatherV' inability to do so. Some things are accomplished 
time since, a poor ipan from Tice- ready to crate to tb,e Equitopld 
hurst, Sussex, came to me, and stated Adjustment, which ohe o y 
tliape had three grand-children, Representatives recommends ; w$ 
who were destitute, and qhargeable shali he ready 
on the parish, their father and, I rest of the Debt, that the country 
think, their mother too, being dead, may go on without the use 61 mat 
the poor man, who was himself near paper currency which has so long 
fout score, said, he possessed three been its bane and curse [hear, hear.]. 
Small tenements, which together You will recollect the petitions which 
brought him in about 16/. a year; we presented in 1817, prayingtoc 
with which sum, and his own exer- Parliamentary Reform; in wnicn 
tions, he hoped to avoid going to the petitions, we pointed out the deso- 
workhoyse for support. The parish lating effects of a P a P® r s Y st ® m » 
officers,' however, 'ca,nie upon him ; in. which we predicted the dreaarul 
, they took him before a Magistrate, convulsion which it must bring upon 
and odt of his trifling income he was the country ; we complained, too, of 
forced to make an allowance towards the heavy weight of taxation under 
the maintenance of his grand-chil- which we laboured. Upon that p£ti- 
dren ! The two boys were employed tion there was a report, in which they 
grubbing trees, and the girl at a found fault with our petitions, ana 
Farmer’s, I believe ; and the officers what they called our meddling with ' 
took' care to deduct, from the wages subjects so much above our under- 
6f the little children the sum paid by standings. Thevjsaid that taxes were 
their grandfather for their support no injury to the country ; ana that 
[hear, hear!}. I do not say that it as to the paper currency, it was a 
was wrong to make thd father, or blessing, and without it, it was un- 
even the grandfather, pay for the possible that we could goon. You 
gupphrt of their children, where they all remember how many innocent 
Were qjjle to do so ; but I ask you to individuals were taken up in a shoft 
lock at the conduct of the rich, time after that period : you remem- 
"Take the Pension List, and see how ber also my flight to America; and 
many' lords and ladies, little boys let me tell you, that had I not made 
knd little/ girls, aunts, uncles, and ^that flight, I should not be here to? 
bousins, you will find there provided day io witness the flight or fall of the 
Fpr, upon the ground that the nobi- Rooks [hear! and a laugh.] What 
lity Sind gentry of the country must can your opponents now say to you ? 
Uot be degraded [hear, hear !]. Is What can they say to any Reform^* 
hot this making one law for the rich They can say nothing. True, they have 
and another for the poor? But is it still the power' of refusing our peti- 
doing no more than that? Is it not tions; and there the matter rests— 
keeping the poor man from ever be- we still wishing and praying for re- 
coming independent, , by saddling dress, as we did before [oheers.] 
him, in addition to his own burthens, There is one other subject upon 
with the expense ot the children of which I feel it necessary to say a few 
the rich, in lha. shape of taxation ? words before I sit down— I mean, the 
Again, I ask, woillu such a system cause of our Oppressed and perse- 
he' fof a mdtnent permitted, if the cuted fellow-subjects, the .Romap 
was properly Catholics [hear, hear!] You are, I 
’ 1. rH** Gentlemen, we dare Say, all Protestants ; l too, am 
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* a Protestant/and shall continue one ; 

^ but I hope ydu are too just to think 

k that the character of a Protestant is 

K to be supported by injustice and 
s cruelty to Roman Catholics. As I 
k passed by your Cathedral this morn- 
^ mg, t saw the words “ No Popery ” 
a written in very legible characters 

* upon the elegant doorway of that 
k ancient edifice, The words “ No 
i] Popery” upon a building which, were 

* it not for our Roman Catholic anees- 

J tors, would never have had existence ! 

[ I most solemnly declare, that never 
i iq my life did l feel more indigna- 

* tion than I did this day in reading 

- that unjust and disgraceful inscrip- 

fr tion [hear, hear !] Is it not dreadful 
*. to think that we should be so base 
i as to rihalk upon that splendid edifice 
! expressions at once so bigoted and 
i so unjust? When the Roman Qa- 
j tfiolic Church was in its glory, that 
r Cathedral was the con ven tual church 

; to a priory in this city. Bishop Tan- 
S ncr, in writing of that priory, de- 
i scribed the abbot and clergy as being 

very good to their tenants, and 
i praised their generosity arid hospi- 
tality in the highest degree. A mongst 
i ofher things, he stated, that they 
brewed one thousand quarters of 
nialt, and ground eight hundred 
quarters of wheat, the greater part 
of which was consumed in hospita- 
lity, [hear, hear \] And let me ob- 
serve, that the crumbs that theq fell 
from the tables of those priests, the 
dripping from their pots, \vould at 
this moment be received as a bles- 
sing in this same city of Norwich 
[applause;] Upon St. Andrew's Hall, 
which is also the boast and orna- 
ment of your city, 1 also saw the 
words “No Popery” written inlqfge 
characters. That building was, in 
the days of Catholicism^ Church of 
Benedictine Monks, who were equal ly 
proverbial for their hospitality arid 
charity. Here we are all Pro! estants, 
to be sure, but we did not make our- 
selves Protestants ; we Vve taken 
, ,our religion as we found it; but, I 
Mk* are ye to keep up a efuel and 
unjust persecution of those who edn- 
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tinue to profes^the ifeligioa of their 
owq, as well as of our forefathers, 
from whom such splendid edifice^ 
have descended to us? [applause.] 
There is not a single Nofwreh man 
who does not point out those build- 
ings to a stranger as the pride and 
boast of the city : is it riot base arid 
cowardly, then, in the last degree,, 
to tread down and depress any set of 
persons, merely because they profess 
the same religion as their ancestors ? 
There is another point, too, upon 
which I wish to say a few words. 
The Roman Catholic Clergy, When 
those Churches were built, received 
tithes in the sains manner that, the 
present possessors do. I’hev had the 
same lands, the same revenues, but 
with one trifling difference between 
the former arid the present holders. 
What the present occupants give in 
alnis and charities, you who reside 
here ra<fy know — I confess I do not; 
but this I know that the Catholic 
Clergy supported all the poor out of 
their revenues. At that tlnip such 
things as paupers and poor Jaws 
Were unknown, and yet the tithes 
Were collected raojre mildly and with 
much less hardship than they are at 
present. Now, we ,in our petition of 
182S, prayed for something of which 
this puts me in mind. We stated 
that we wanted something, of the 
Church, before we touched the public 
debt or the fundholder in any way. 
This Protestant Church, which has 
been so loud in its cry of “ No 
Popery,* has received from Govern- 
ment, in different grants (and in ad- 
dition^ to the tithes, observe that,) no 
less than 1,600.000/. Now* is it not 
right that we should, first of all, re- 
quest; of the ChurchAo be so good 
as to refund this sum of 1,600,000/. ? 
[bear, hear* hear !] It was money 
paid out of the loans raised for 
the public . service ; and paid, or 
to he paid, by the public, unless Go- 
vernment paid the money before 
they got it. Will Englishmen; then, 
be so unjust, so oppressive, socruel, 
as to attempt to take one farthing of 
thedebt until thi^sUm of 1,1500, 09O& 
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be repaid by the Church? The (Jones was a miniature painter; and, 
Church sees this; Mr. Cruttvwdl of course, lived by the rich (the p<H>r 
saw it at the time he was>writing his seldom got their miniatures painted), 
pamphlet to reduce one half of the he had therefore much to risk ; but 
whole debt. He objected to our he did risk every thing ; and, by so 
plan, but was anxious to introduce doing, had rendered essential service 
one of his own ; the parson wished to his country. He had, to say the 
to work in such a way that people least of it, accelerated the “crisis 
were not to see what was to be the by six months. He- proposed “ the 
effect of his plan. But he saw that health of Mr. Jones.”— It was drunk 
otherwise the Church was likely to be with applause, 
called upon to refund the 1 ,600,000/. The Chairman then gave, “ The 
in gold and silver. There is ano- glorious 3d of January, 1823” (the 
ther point — it is also contained in day on which the Petition alluded to 
our petition — upon which I wish to hy Mr. Cobbett was adopted at a, 
say a word or two. As the Protes- county meeting in Norwich) [Ap- 
tant Church is so much superior to plause). 

the Roman Catholic Church, which .Mr. Cobbett thought they should 
it has succeeded ; as the Catholic drink that toast with three cheers. 
Priests were in the habit of oppress- He, disliked cheers generally, because 
ing and misleading the people ; as of a particular quarter in which they 
they were so greedy as to conjure up were usually given, but they might 
miracles and what not, in order to at least give three huzzas. [The 
deceive them ; — surely the Protestant three huzzas were given]. Mr. Cob- 
Church, which is such a pure and bett wished to add a few words. It 
perfect religion, ought not to be more should be borne in mind, that Minis- 
expensive than the, other ; and there- ters had at length called country 
fore, I say, give us back the old law; notes “ dirty rags ” Year after year 
or, at least, give us so much back of they went on defending and praising 
it as will make the Parsons support paper ; but now they had come so far 
all the poor, as the Catholic Clergy over to his opinion^ that they called 
did before them, out of the Church them “ filthy rags.” And this, said 
Lands aiid Tithes, and let the Poors’ 'he, pronounces the sentence of the 
Rates be altogether dbne' away with thing, depend'upon it [hear, hear !]. 

i cheers, and laughter]. I assure you After a snort pause, Mr. C. again 
am not joking ; and if ever I obtain rose and said, he was obliged to tres- 
a seat in the House of Commons, pass upon the Meeting for a few 
most surely I will propose a law to moments longer. When talking of 
that effect [hear, hear !]. I shall Popery and Popish superstitions, he 
never go to that House without such just recollected that the Magistrates 
a* Bill ready prepared. I say that of Lodon had just put forth a hand- 
we ought to be silent about Popery, bill, by which they regulated that a 
while we allow the Protestant Church single male pauper was to be allowed 
ta absorb the whole pf those revenues 3d. per day for his support ; whether 
which the Catholics expended in the man was to do any work or not, 
relieving and supporting the poor of he could not say. He did not say 
the country [hear, hear!]. He, in that the Magistrates were wrong in 
Conclusion, proposed “ The health of making such an order ; they were 
Mr. Jones, of Bristol,”* a gentleman obliged to adopt one of two things— 
who had done much for the country either to half-starve the pauper, or 
by his public-spirited conduct. Mr. else to complete the rum of the 
' „ . ", ! ' : farmer; this was their only choice. 

demanding goldTom^ a^Btorbank^whenU Sr® 1 ?® an ^ t0 Cast noblame upon the 
■was thought a. Bank of , England note was a Magistrates ; but if such was the 

legal tender* This w^jni8§2, or 1883. * state ofthings, what became Of the 
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continued boast of the riches and they heard so much about etnigra- 
prosperity of this country ? If a poor tion and pauperism. How was it 
man could only be allowed 3 cU per that our ancestors did not feel the 
day when bread was 2d. per lb., to necessity of emigration? In former 
what state must the ^country be re-/ days there was no complaint of over- 
duced ? And yet this was called pro- population, or of want of labour — on 
sperity ! He went on to compare the the contrary, plenty and hospitality 
wages of labour ia the reign of Ed- reigned throughout the country, 
ward the Third with those of the England was then the greatest, the 
present time. It was provided by most happy, and the freest nation 
an Act passed in that reign, that a in the world ; and so she would be 
man filling a dung-cart (he used the now, if not borne down by debt and 
words of the statute) should receive taxation [hear, hear, hear !]. ! 

3 id. per day, and no more (the object The . Chairman proposed the 

of the statute was to prevent men “ Health of Col. Johnstone, M.P. for 
from demanding too nigh wages).- Boston, the most sincere and zealous 
At that time wheat was 3s. 8 d. the friend and supporter of their opi- 
quarter ; a fat goose sold for 2 d., a nions [applause]/' 
iat sheep, shorn, Is. 2d., and unshorn Mr. Cohhett said, one thing made _ 
Is. 8d. So that a dung-cart man it necessary to trespass again upon 
could earn tbe price of a fat sheep in the attention of the meeting. The 
four days, while at this time a man reason the poor had so much in the 
in the Hundred of Lodon was allowed reign of Edward the Third, was be- 
for his entire support as much per cause the higher classes were allowed 
day as would purchase four or five so little. How, a Judge had 5,000/. 
ounces of mutton. To this sad state or 6,000/. a year, a sum certainly 
had this country fallen ; and yet such not too much, considering the labo- 
was the contemptible vanity and rious duties they had to perform, 
base malignity of some people, that For his part, he would not perform 
they wrote “ No Popery” upon the the duties of the Chief Justice of the 
walls of that cathedral which ought Court of King's Bench, were they 
to remind them of the high and fiou- to give him 50,000/. a year. But in 
rishing state of their ancestors, and* the feign of Edward the. Third, when 
the fallen and degraded state in a dung-cart man had what would 
which we were now placed. They amount to 91/. a year of our money, 
might rest assured of this — no mat- a Judge had no more than 60/. of the 
ter What was thought by persons currency of that time, or what would 
beyond tlje reach of want — that amount to 1,200/. a year at the pre- 
wnen the laborious classes of society sent day. So that a Judge haa no 
were not properly fed and clothed, more than could be earned by four- 
the Government was not secure, and teen or fifteen dung-cart men. As 
the boasted prosperity of the country that time a quart ot red wine con d 
delusive. Those around him, as be had for Ad., and a quart of while 
country gentlemen and farmers, wine for 6d ; a gallOn of ale coutd 
must be aware of this. He meant be had for Id. There were then nlo 
to cast no blame upon the farmers, taxes; even the very name of taxes 
They were obliged to retrench, and was unknown. When the £ing 
to cast the burthen any where, rather wanted money beyond the revenue 
than let it coiiie upon themselves of his crown lands, he applied to his 
and their families. It was to the Parliament, who granted him what 
54,00,0,000/. of Taxes that this severe they called a subsidy out of. their 
pressure was to be attributed ; and own estates. Persons opposed to 
were they, when wheat came to 3s. Reform tauntingly asked its advo- 
a bushel, to go on paying the same cates to point out a time when all 
amount of taxes ? Thus it was that the people in England voted at elec- 
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lions. Ife did not tjiink such a pre- 
cedent riedessary ; but he could easir 
|v find a time when all who paid 
faxes fed a vote in imposing them^ 
fad that was all that was asked ffa 
now fhear, hear!] Let any one point 
out to him the man who paid no 
taxes, fad he would say, let that 
man have no Vote. Magna Charts 
declared that no man should Be 
t^xed without his own consent, and 
it was renewed every reigir, in order 
tp keep it in the king’s memory. 
Now he should like to know how 
many there were in that room, who 
consented to the taxation imposed 
upon them [hear ! and a laugh] ? In 
the reign of Edward, a man could 
buy a pair of* shoes for 4 d . ; so that 
pven a dung-cart man could almost 
earn a pair ofshoes every day. 

' The CMrman proposed “ the 
' healths of Lord Folkestone, and of 
Mr. Coke;” they were „drunk with 
marked applause. • 

Mr. Cobbett , . in proposing the 
health of Mr. Hume, observed, that 
• that Honourable Member did his ut- 
most to lighten the burthens of the 
country; he, was always at his post, 
and brought into exercise a degree 
of industry and sincerity v rarely 
equalled. His only mistake was, that 
he thought; by retrenchment, and a 
moderate establishment, we might 
still go on and become prosperous. 
He (Mr. "Cobbett) thought different- 
ly, but still it was only his opinion. 
The Honourable Member, acting, 
as he had a right to do, upon his own 
opinions, certainly did all that could 
be done, and was the means of pre- 
venting things from having become 
much worse man they Were even at 
present. “ Mr. Hume’s health ” 
was drank with lbud applause. 

Mr. Sherwin (late of Drury-lane) 
sung the ‘ Seven Ages/ to which he 
added the following new stanzas : 

TV Antipodes that dwell on t’other side the 
Pol, &c. 

Wear their heads below— hut our Parliament 
' at call, * * 

- Shew many^a^eat man without any head at all. 

Is it aye or no? Fol, Ac. 


Oar dairy-maidt'&nd walh-wnmen of old were 
lazy jades, Fol, &c. 

But now we’ve joint-stocjc cos., who’ve Utkbn 
up their trades j . 

Some gentlemen are milk-womfn, and some ore 
laundry -maids. 

Heigh ho l 

They wash by steam,you know. - 1 

Fo|, 

Among the various fefhioqs of tbes^ our modern 

To see the sexes changing modes ourgrihdslres 
’t would amaze, . 

Some ladies wear the breeches, and geutlexuipn 
wear-stays. 

Heigh ho! 

It ought not to be so. Fol, fyc. 

A Gentleman proposed “ the 
health of Sir T. Beevor, and many 
thanks to him for his exertions to 
place Mr. Cobbett in Parliament 

Sir T. Beevor returned thanks for 
the hdnour done him. He then pro- 
posed “‘the health of Archdeacon 
Bathurst,” who, though a.Parson and 
a Magistrate, felt heartily ashamed 
of the late hole-apd-corner business 
of his brother Magistrates [ap- 
plause]. 

Sir T. Beevor , in proposing “ the 
health of Mr. Withers,” pronounced 
a most handsome eulogium f iipon 
the public spirit, patriotism, and 
zeal, of that gentleman. 

Mr. Cobbett said, there was only 
one objection to him; but 'that was 
a thumping one, he was a lawyer [a 
laugh.] 

A Gentleman : Yes ; but an ho- 
nest one. (Mr. Withers is, we un- 
derstand, the gentleman who'quali- 
fied Mr. Cobbett to vote at the Nor- 
folk County Meeting of 1823.) . 

Mr. Cobbett said he was going to 
depart soon, as he was anxious; on 
his way home, to sleep, one night in 
a county where there was no Bank. 
Now he understood there was no 
Bank in Essex, he wished to sleep 
there, never having been in a county 
where no Bank existed. But befofe 
he went, he begged Mr. Sherwin to 
‘sing him another song. [Mr. S. did 
so, and was loudly applauded]. 

Mr. Cobbett , in rising to take leave 
of the meeting, again thanked them 
for the honour they had done him, 
both by their reception, and the at- 
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tendon with which they had hearti 
his address'. He felt it his duty again 
fo;prejs$ upon them the certainty that 
# continued fall in prices* must take 
place. He advised them, therefore, 
mi to trust to any Bank, no matter 
how solvent it might lie reported t6 
he. If Ministers persevered in their 
Hill, money must continue to dimi- 
nish; nothing could prevent it but 
their return to a Bank restriction-^ 
a measure which he considered very 
improbable, because of the load pf 
infamy which 'would attend such a 
step. Ministers? had stout Stomachs, 
ahd coiild swallow a great deal, but 
he did not think they could swallow 
that [a laugh]. Mr. C., in conclusion, 
again thanked the Meeting, and cor- 
dially bade them good night. He 
was loudly greeted as he retired from 
the room. 

Sir T. Beevor continued in the 
Chair, and the hilarity of the even- 
ing was continued to a late hour. 
Mr. Sherwin sang some excellent 
songs. 


HEREFORD BANKS. 

The news-papers tell us, that 
the Ministers have suspended the 
collection of taxes at Hereford 
on account of the breaking of the 
Rooks there ! This is another 
prettyfealure , or, as Castle re agh 
would have palled it, “ funda- 
mental feature” of the paper- 
money system. But, the taxes 
must be paid at last, surely? 
They will hardly be forgiven al- 
together? And, then, when they 
are paid, they will be paid, thank 
God, in a good gold and silver 
currency, and ilot in “ worthless 
Tags.** * But, what a curious sort 
of laxo this is, which the Ministers 
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dan 1 Suspend tit their pleasure f 
Jf they pan suspend taxes, Jhpy 
can remit taxes ; and then, to bk 
sure, is designing ' nten^ 1 * mull 
stand 'clear /-^While . I have the 
pen in hand, I wilFremark, that 
since last week, I have behn told, 
Mr. Bodenham, the late banker 
at Hereford, to whom particularly 
I addressed myself iti my JaSt 
Register, I have been -told, and 
I believe, that this Mr. Bopen- 
ham became a banker much 
against his will, and otily because 
his father pressed it on him in a 
manner that he could not resist 
This being the case, I am sorrjr 
for Mr. Bodenham; but, this is 
a singular case ; and, at any rate, 
even in this case, while I am 
sorry for the man,! must rejoice 
at the fate of the banker. 


CQRN-BILL. 

The people of Rochdale have, 
through Lord Folkestone, pre- 
sented a petition against this 
odious bill, and they have, at the 
same time, prayed for a reduc- 
tion of taxes . This is sense ; and, 
indeed, it is sense to pray for a 
repeal of the corn-bill alone, and 
to leave the affair of 'taxes to the 
landlords. That is their affair. 
If they choose to give up their 
rents, let them ; that is nothing to 
the eaters 6f bread. But, how 
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To Peter Maqculloch. 


come the people of Westminster, 
who always 'used to take the lead 
in every tiding public-spirited ; 
how come they to he silent on this 
subject? I see, that their two 
members have, at last, found some 
work to do : they are drawing up 
a bill for making A NEW, GAOL 
for the benefit of their consti- 
tuents! Would it not be quite as 
well, if they were engaged in an 
endeavour to keep people out of 
gaol by getting cheap bread for 
them ; and by getting taxes taken 
off ? Ofi! expect not this from 
them! They will never make 
these attempts. One of them wahts 
high rents , and the Son of the 
Commissioner of Nabob of Arcot's 
debts wants high taxes . 

But, are we to be longer noo- 
dled along thus ? I hope not. I 
trust that we shall have a West- 
minster petition for a repeal of 
the Corn- Bill. If there be no 
meeting for that purpose within 
these three weeks, 1 shall draw 
up a petition myself, and call 
upon others to join me. The 
Rump, that 1 despicable tool of Sir 
Francis Burdett, shall not, I am 
resolved, any longer stifle the 
voice of the people of this great 
city, teeming as it does, with men 
of sense, of real knowledge,, and 
of public spirit. If there be no 
meeting in Westminster for this 
purpose, I shall draw up a peti- 
tion, and call on . the people of 
Westminster to join me in that 
/petition. If there be a meeting, 

' I shall go to it, in order to assist 
in sending to the Parliament a 
suitable petition; a petition that 
will speak out, in a manner that 
the people of Westminster ought 
to speak; one that will show, that 
the Rufhp and its employers have 
not yet made Westminster a Rot- 
ten Borough 
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FOKGEEY. 

The following 1 see in the 
Hampshire Chronicle of 27th 
March, 1826. — “ George Mitchell 
“ Jackson, A BOY, THIRTEEN 
“YEARS OF AGE, was ca- 
“ pitally convicted, at the York 
“ Assizes, of UTTERING forged 
“ SADDLEWORTH BANK 
“ NOTES, and sentenced to 
“DEATH”!— Ob, God! There 
isnow abundant evidence show- 
ing, that, in divers cases, country 
notes have been issued* by men, 
who knew that they were insol- 
vent! And, now there will be 
more forgeries, and, of course, 
more blood than ever. How long, 
how long, suffering England, is 
this state of things to last ? 


TO 

PETER MACCULlOCH. 
Dear Peter, 

Where are you, a men ”? 
What is become of you? Why 
do you not lecture us now ? Now, 
dear Peter, is the time for you to 
show us all the advantages of 
“ sic yen a cheap currency” The 
silly “loons o’ th\ Sooth” are 
crying for gold , nasty, dangerous 
gold; and you hold your tongue! 
Come forth, dear Peter, open 
your “London University, 1 ’ and 
teach the “ loons,” that paper is 
far safer than gold, and beyond 
all measure cheaper . Pray, Peter, 
favour me with your address, that 
I may wait on you; for, really I 
long to see how you look. For the 
present, adieu. 

v Wm. COBBETT. 

N. B. Where is now the ^sur- 
plus copatol, men”? 
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Apbil 1 

Resolutions of a Meeting, held 
at the Freemason’s Tavern, and, 
by adjournment, in Lincoln's Inn 
Fields,' on the 8th February, 
1826; Sib Thomas B. Beevor, 
Bart, in the Chair. 

• Resolved, 1. That it is the opinion 
, of this Meeting, that it would be 
beneficial to the country if Mr- Cob- 
| bettwere a Member of the Com- 
| mons* House of Parliament; and 
' that it is, therefore, the opinion of 

1 this Meeting, that there ought to be 

raised by public subscription a sum 
I of money sufficient for defraying 
any expenses that may become ne- 
; cessary for the accomplishment of 
that object. 

2. That Sir Thomias.Beevor, Bart., 
be the Treasurer of such subscrip- 
tion. 

3. That the subscriptions be paid 
to the Treasurer, or to a person autho- 
rized by him to receive subscriptions, 
at the Office of the Register, No. 183, 
Fleet-street, London. 

4. That each subscriber shall, at 

.the time of paying his subscription, 
receive a receipt for the same, m the 
following form : — “ Received of A. B. 
“ the sum of as 

“ a subscription towards defraying 
“ any expenses that may arise from 
“ any steps that may be taken for 

" . “ the purpose of obtaining a return 
« of Mr. Cobbett to serve in parlia- 
“ ment.” 

5. That, if it should so happen 
that there be not raised a sum suf- 
ficient to warrant an attempt to ef- 
fect the object in view, then, in the 
space of ten days after the close of 
tne next general election, each and 
every subscriber shall, upon present- 
ing, or causing to be presented, his 
aforesaid receipt to the Treasurer, or 
other person appointed for the pur- 
pose, receive the whole amount of 
the sum stated in the sdul receipt, 
without any deduction whatsoever. 

6. That if any attempt be made, 
.and fail, or if it succeed ; and if, in 
either case, there be a surplus re- 

‘ maining in the hands of the Trea- 
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surer, then the whole* of such sur- 
plus shall, at the. end of fifty days 
after the close of the next general 
election, be, in the manner above- 
mentioned, returned to the sub- 
scribers, in proportion to the sums 
that they may respectively have sub- 
scribed : and, in order that the sub- 
scribers may be duly apprized of the 
share of surplus due to each, the 
Committee (here* below named) 
shall cause notice to be publicly 
given of the amount of such surplus, 
and of the time for repaying it to 
the subscribers, upon their producing 
their afore-mentioned receipts. But, 
in order that there may be a limit to 
the business of the Committee and 
the Treasurer, it is understood that, 
in this case, as well as in that men- 
tioned in Resolution 5, if the sub- 
scriber do not make his demand 
within three months , or ninety-three 
days, softer the times above specified, 
the Committee shall be at liberty to 
dispose of the unclaimed subscrip- 
tions in that way which they may 
deem most proper, .consulting, in' 
this respect, as far as may be practi- 
cable, the wishes of the subscribers. 

7. That each and every subscriber 
may subscribe in his own name, in 
any other name, or under any motto" 
or designation that he may choose, 
and that his receipt, when, produced 
(either by him or by any nolder of 
it) shall be as valid as if given to him 
under his own name. 

8. That Sir Thomas Beevor, Bart., 
Joseph Martin, Esq., of Lincoln's » 
Inn, Peter Walker, Esq., of Worth, 
Susses, William Withers, jun. Esq., 

of Holt, Norfolk, and William Pal- 
mer, Esq., of Bollitree, Hereford- 
shire, be a Committee for deciding 
upon, and for carrying into execu- 
tion all the measures necessary for 
effecting the several purposes above- 
mentioned, and that their order, or 
thatofany three of them, shall be to 
the. Treasurer his sufficient warrant 
for disposing of any sums of money, 
that he may receive on account' of 
the said subscription. 


Digitized by Google 




Resolutions.' 


SI 


The Committee ijerehy autho- 
rise the following gentlemen to 
collect subscriptions lor the abore 
purpose. 

jj[r. William Palmer, (one of 
the Committee)' Bollitree Cas- 
tle, Herefordshire, 
lit. Will4m Budd, clerk of the 
Peace, Newbury, Berks. 

Mr. Thomas Smith, bookseller, 
Liverpool. 

Jlr. C. M. Kilet, Westgate, 
Wakefield, Yorkshire. 

Ifr. Richard Iles and Messrs. J . 
and S. Vines, Fairford, Glou- 
cestershire. 

Mr* John Forster, Kuaresbo- 
rough, Yorkshire. 

Mr. W. P. Shirley, Sutton- Va- 
lence, Rent. 

Mr; Wai!. Bjrchinall, Bury St. 

Edmunds, Suffolk. 

Mr. Frederick Jonbs, Bristol. 

Mr, Bes^ey, News-Office, Exe- 
ter 

Mr. John Wood, Wettersham, 
Kent. 

Mr. John DraKard, News-Office^ 
Stamford, Lincolnshire. 

Mr. Geo. Wright, bookseller, 
back of the Inns, Norwich. 

Mr. Jambs Barling, Fisherton, 
Salisbury. 

Mr. William Flower, ' Straw- 1 
hat Manufacturer, Eastbourne, 
Sussex. 

Mr. C. W. Hayward,. Queen- 
street, Sheffield, Yorkshire. 

Mr. Wroe, Bookseller, Man- 
chester. 

Mr. Mann, Bookseller^ Leeds. 

Mr. Joseph Russell, Moore- 
street, Birmingham. 


Mr. Goodere, Register-Office. 
No. 24, George-street, Brighton: 

Mr. Dale, Register-Office, Win* 
Chester. 

Mr. Cosens, Bookseller, Bristol. 
Mr. Ricking, RbekseUer, Co- 
ventry. ‘ 

Mr. Samuel Clarke j East-Street?, 
Havant, Rants. 

Abel Hallow bll, Manchester* 
street, Huddersfield, 

Doctor Minoch, Hurst, near 
Twylord, Berks. ... v ^ ; 
Mr* J. Jackson, Hull. 

Mr. Staunton, Morning Regis- 
ter Office, Dublin. y 
N. B. The Subscription at 
West Auckland has been re; 
.ceived. 

Gentlemen in the country, who 
are willing to take upon them- 
selves the trouble of collecting/ 
are requested to send their names 
and addresses, to Sir T. Beevor, 
or to Mr. Cobbett, 183, Fleet 
Street ; and they will be so good 
as to provide themselves with 
stamped receipts, agreeably to 
the Resolutions. The cost df 
these they can, of eourse, deduct 
from the subscriptions they may 
receive. , 

The Committee for managing 
the Subscription for procuring 
Mr. Cobbett’s return to serve in 
parliament will meet at No. 183, 
Fleet-street, on the 6th of April 
next, and, afterwards, on the first 
day of every Month J between the 
hours of ten and two, for the pur- 
pose of transacting business con- 
nected with the object they have 
in view. The Committee, there- 
fore, request that those Gentle- 
men who have been appointed to 



Digitized by Google 



Apftit ! t 1826. 


receivySubscriptions, as well as < 
those who may have undertaken , 
to make Collections among their 
immediate neighbours, will traps-* 
mjt the ajnoi^nt pf their respective I 
Collections, three days before the t 
time of Meeting, directed to the 
^Treasurer at Fleet-street, at his 1 
own residence, Hayhara, near j 
Attleborough, Norfolk, or Mr. \ 
Geo, Wright, Pinter, Norwich, 
post paid, (the expanse of postage 1 
to be deducted,- if thought neces- t 
sary, from the sum so sent.) The f 
Treasurer will attend in Fleet- 
1 street, during the day, to receive * 
the Subscriptions of such Gentle- 
men in London v and its vicinity, as 
* may prefer paying them to him in 
person. The receipt of the sever ^ 
rat Collections will be acknow- k 
ledged in the Register of the week ol 
following. c!< 

Teo. B. Beevor, tr 

A 

Chairman. . 


der to ensure tickets, be necessary 
to' get them before the 3rd of 
April. After that day none will 
be disposed of They may be had 
at the Bar of the Tavern, or at 
the Register^ Office, No T IBS, 

I Fleet Street * Gentlemen, * who 
intend to tome from the country, 
may, by writing to their friends in 
town have tickets secured for 
them against their arrival. » 

MAPS OF AMERICA. 


FEAST 

6f THE GRIDIRON. 

This Feast will be held at the 
LONDON TAVERN, Bishops- 

gate Street, on Thursday, the 
sixth day of April , at fite o'clock 
in the afternoon, at which time, 
precisely, dinner will be on the 
table. The tickets are to be 
12s. 6 d. each r deluding a bottle 
of wine to each person. The 
number of tickets is limited to 
Jive hundred; as’ no greater num» 
bet of persons cun, it is supposed, 
conveniently dine. It will, in or-. 


. I have nine, and no more, very 
- large maps of the United States 
i of America, showing the line pf 
demarcation according to the late 
treaty between the English and 
American possessions* , and in- 
cluding. a considerable part qf 
these latter possessions. ^ The 
map includes, also, the whole of 
the kingdom of Mexico, and the 
whole of the Antille West India 
Islands. It takes in the whole 
continent of Worth America to the 
Pacific Ocean, and it has a little 
map, in the vacant space, de- 
scribing the whole of the West 
India Islands, together with the 
neighbouring coasts of' South 
America. It has, besidesj ’a ca- 
pital statistical table. The map 
is covered; it is On canvass, and 
on rollers ; it was executed at 
Philadelphia jhe year before last. 

It is the completes! thing of the 
kind that I ever saw. I imported 
t>ne for my own use; the otter 
| nine I have to sell. The map is 
about five feet long, and propop. * 
tionably wide. The price is four 
sovereigns . . * " 
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Average Prices of CORN .through- 
out England, for the week end- 
ing March' 18. i 

Per Quarter, 

s. d, 8. d. 

Wheat .. 54 11 I Rye .... 43 2 
Barley . . SO 2 I Beans ... 35 6 
Oats .... 22 4 I Pease ... 39 4 

Total Quantity of Corn returned as 
Sold in the Maritime Districts, for 
the Week ended March 18. 

Qrs. Qrs. 

Wheat . . 30,037 I Rye 162 I 

Barley . . 21,127 Beans . . . 3,734 
Oats . . . 40,701 1 Pease .... 642 

• 

Com Exchange , Mark Lane . 

Quantities and Prices of British 
Corn, &c. sold and delivered in 
this Market, during the week ended 
Saturday, March 18. 


Qrs. £. «. <1. s. d. 

Wheat. *, 7,390 for 21,436 19 0 Average , 58 0 

Barley.. 5,885 .. 9,639 6 10 32 9 

Oats.. 14,935 .. 18,720 13 9 25 0 

Rye.... H .. 20 0 11 36 5 

Beans. . 2,411 , . . .4,224 18 10 35 0 

Pease .. 703 ....1,317 14 10 37 5 


Wednesday, March 22.— The sup- 
plies, this. week are moderate of 
Wheat and Barley, but there is a 
x good quantity of Oats. Wheat fully 


supports Monday’s terms* In Bar- 
ley, Beans, Pease, there is no altera- 
tion. Oats maintain last quotations, 
with little doing in this article. No 
market on Friday, it being Good 
Friday. 

Monday, March 27.— The arrivals 
of last week were moderate with 
the exception of Oats, which were 
considerable, having several vessels 
in from Ireland. This morning there 
is a fair supply of Wheat, Barley* 
Beans, and Pease, from Essex, Kent, 
and Suffolk, and a few more vessels 
in from distant jfarts with Wheat 
and Oats. There has been a brisk 
trade for superfine Wheat this morn- 
ing, and for such an advance of full 
2s. per qr. was obtained ; other sorts 
also sell more readily than of late. 

Malting Barley obtains an increase 
in price of Is. per qr., and other sorts 
meet a better sale, than of late. 
Beans that are dry obtain rather 
more money, buf others remain at 
last week’s prices. Boiling and Grey 
Pease sell rather better, but we do 
not notice any alteration in price.’ 
There has been a brisker trade for 
Oats, and fine samples have obtained 
rather more money, but other sorts 
remain as last. 


Price on board Ship as tinder. 
Flour, per sack ......53s. — 55s. 

Seconds 46s. — ■ 

North Conntry . ,42s. — 46s. 
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Account of Wheat, &e. arrived in Monday, March 27.— The arrivals 
the Port of London, from March 20 C 1 ™? ^ re ^ an ^ last week were 10,452 

Qra. qm. 4,37 1 casks of Butter, 

5,115 I Tares ., 


Wheat.. 5,115 Tares.... 405 
Barley .. 3,736 Linseed.. 45 
Malt..., 7,150 Rapeseed. 450 
Oats ,...23,607 Brank .. — 

Beans... 1,010 Mustard.. 10 

Flour 7,637 Flax .. . _ 

Bye.. ... _ Hemp... _ 

Pease.... 485 Seeds ... 5 

Foreign.— Barley, 2,173 ; and Oats, 

9 7d.fi nnoKtaM ' 


~ j "““vow, 

2,746 quarters. 

' n ' 

Price of Bread. — The price of the 
41b. Loaf is stated at 9±d. by the 
full-priced Bakers. 


HOPS. 

Worcester, March 22 — On Satur- 
day, 76 pockets were weighed: 
prices 10/. to 11/. 6 


Smithfield, Monday, March 27. 
P er Stone of 8 pounds {alive). 


Beef . . 
Mutton 
Veal . . 
Pork . . 
Lamb . 


s. d. s . d. 
. 3 10 to 4 8 
.4 0 — ' 5 0 
.5 6 — , 6 4 
.5 0—6 0 
6 0 ; — , 7 0 


City, 29 th March , 1826. 

BACON. 

The manufacturers have taken ad- 
vantage of the temporary advance of 

•4 la ^ ten . da ^ s t0 , eff ect some con- 
siderable time bargains; and now 
prices have been allowed to go back 

to about what they were before. 

Landed : 50s. cash ; 52 s. credit. 

^ BUTTER. 

The cold weather has been in fa- 
vour of the consumption of Butter : 
and consequently there has been a 
good demand for all the better 

9^ S ‘ww D i Jtch,112s - ; CarIow > 
CHEESE. I 


Beasts . . . 2,477 I Sheep . . 14, 0 
Calves... 98 { Pigs . , . 1 

Newgate, (same day.) 

Per Stone of 8 pounds (dead). 


Beef . . . , 
Mutton . , 
Veal . . . . 
Pork 

Lamb . . . 


d. s . d. 
4 to 4 0 
4 — 4 4 
0 — 6 0 
9 — 6 0 


Leadenhall, (same day.) 
Per Stone of 8 pounds {dead). 


Beef .i ... 3 
Muttpn ... 3 
Veal ..... 3 

Pork 4 

Bamb .... 5 


d. s . 
2 to 4 
4 — 4 
8 — 6 
0—5 
8 — 7 


** demand, and prices de- ‘ 

ofthe 8 country a ^re”ent r tS wantof COAL MARKET, Match 24. . 
money as very great; and that, in sUp, a ,Mark tt . sup„ou. 
sTderatlT 06 ’ PnCeS havefallen c <>“- "i Newcastle.. 44 28,.6d.to: 


99 J Newcastle.. 44 28«.6d.to38».0d. 

13 Sunderland. ,11 33»,0d. r -38».6d. 
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POTATOES. 

Sf*tTALFlELt)8, per ToU* 

• Ware....*.,|3l0 to 5 10 

Middiiiigs .2 *2 « -ft 

Chats .'...2 10 — ® 

Common Red. iO ’ 0 — 3 0 

Onions Os. Od.— Os. 0 d. perbush. 

. / Borough, per Ton . 

Ware* ..*... £3 10 to 5 10 

Middlings 2 h 3 0 

Chats 

x Common Red. .0 0 — 0 0 


I ft Ay and STRAW, per toad. 


Smith field . — Hay . . . 

Straw. 
Clover. 
Whitechapel. —Hay i . 

Straw. 

Clover 


.65 s. to 90s. 
,36s. to 4$$i 
. 85s. to ilOs. 
. .66s. to 92s. 
..36s. to. 40|. 
..84s. tet it Si. 


GdUNTftX CORN MARKETS. 

By ib. Quarts. T* 0 ***! 1 * 


Wheats 

s. to s. d. 

Aylesbury * ( 62 66 0 

Banbury ’58 68 0 
ikngsW.... 56 72 0 

Bridport 54 ®® 0 

Chelmsford..*. * • * 60 *®® 

Derby >•••• 62 66 0 

Devines.....; • ^8 64 0 

.Dorchester ... . f . 52 68 0 

Exeter.:.— v 62 0 

Eye.. 54 6?®’ 

Guildford , ' ® ? 

Henley.......... ^5 74 0 

Horn&istle... . ; . 50- 58 0 

Hunger ford...;, i. ‘*56.66 0 

Lewes. 48 60 0 

Newbury h. . 4 . *•; 50 75 0 

Northampton.... 52 62 0 

M n orlyaitl .1 jJ 50 ft (1 


feO do 

55 74 6 
50 58 0 
56 . 66 0 
48 60 0 
j 50 750 
52 62 0 


Barley i 


Oats. 


s. to s. • 

d. 

s. to s. 

d. 

32 

36 

0 

.26 

29 

0 

32 

36 

6 

22 

28 

0 

30 

35 

0 

23 

27 

6 

28 

36 

0 

22 

24 

0 

30 

36 

0 

5.20 

30 

0 

28 

38 

0 

22 

30 

0 

28 

38 

0 

23 

32 

0 

26 

30 

0 

22 

28 

0 

36 

38 

0 

22 

25 

0 

30 

34 

? 

24 

28 

0 


28 32 0 
25 34 0 
I 31 38 0 
28 35 0 
28 32 0 


Oats. Seans, 
s. to s. d. si to S. d. 

26 29 o 42 45 0 
22 28 0 40 48 0 
23 27 6 0 0 0 
22 24 0 . 40 tM) 
<20 30 0 36 34 0 

22 30 0 38 42 0 

23 32 0 44 54 0 

22 28 0 46 . 54 Q 
22 25 0 0 0 0 

24 28 0 34 38 6 

0 000 00 

25 32 0 45 52 0 

18* 22 0 f 30 34 0 


jNorinaiiipiuu. . . • ux> y w « *•*. 

Nottingham .... ^ 52 ft 0 33 0 0 '23 

rv t. ° a no on n n/\ 


XVUttUlgUWU •••« > ’ V V 

Reading 59 74 0 

Stamford... ...... 52 63 0 

Stowniarket .... ] 50 ‘62 0 

Swansea ........ 62 0 0 

Truro' ...... . . . . 58- 0 0 

Uxbridge 0 0 0 

Warminster «*•*• ' 52. ,65 0 

Winchester 52 64 0 

Dalkeith* 27 31.0 

Haduington* . . . . 26 31 0 


28 39 0 
27 31 6 
26 34 0 


28 39 0 
30 34 0 I 
19 26 0 
20- 25 6 


20 30 0 
i 22 25 0 
17 33 0 
21 25 0 

23 DO 

20 29 0 
17 24.6 

24 28 0 
20 0 0 
27 0 0 

0 00 

21 27 0 
23 29 0 
17 22 0 
16 124 0 


Pease, 
s. to s. d. 

47 52 0 
0 0 0 . 
0 0 0 
>0 0 0 
34 48 0 
o r® 
ooo 
o oo 
6 66 
36 40 6 
,6 6 0 
46 53 0 
0 : ® 0 


40 56 0 I 
* 0 fl ft 
40 51 0 
37- 43 0 
38 0 0 

44 49 0 
35 42 6 
32 0 6 
0 00 
0 ftO 
0 0 0 
40 54 0 

I* 0 0 0 
17 20 0 


44 50 0 

0 6 0 


17 20 0 16 18 0 
16 2Q 0 V 16 20 ^ 


i .1 i i • 

* Dalkeith and Haddington are given by the boll.—' The Scotch ioZ/forWheat. 
Rye, Peasej.and Beans, is. three per cent, more than 4 bushels. The aoi _ 
Rarley and! Oats, is about $ bushels Winchester, or as 6 to 8 compared ftiw 
English quarter* 
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Liverpool , March 21. — The imports from Ireland during the past week 
have been very trivial* but Costways the arrivals of Grain have been 
large; and the demand continued very regular to a limited extent. From 
the considerable diminution of our stock, Wheat advanced on Saturday 
evening, 3d. per TO lbs ; and Oats id. per 45 lbs., add that advance was 
fully supported yesterday, although the arrivals from Ireland were then 
much increased. The market of this day was well attended, and the de-^ 
mand good for each description of Wheat, at an increase on the prices of 
lastTuesdayof 3d. to 6d. per 70 lbs. ; and Oats Id. per 45 lbs. Flour im- 
proved hi per 280 lbs. ; and Beans 1*. per quarter. Malt ahd Barley, , 
although the arrivals of each are rather large, remain in value much the 
same as on this day se’nnight. 

Imported into Liverpool from the 14th to 20th March, 1620, inclu- 
sive : — Wheat, 7,359 ; Barley, 6,504 ; Oats, 13,347 ; Malt, 6,228 ; Beans, 
1*659; and Pease, t)l quarters. Flour, 3,530 sacks, per 280 lbs. Oatmeal, 
721 packs per 240 lbs. American Flour, 100 barrels. 

Norwich, March 25. — Our supply of all Grain to-day was exceedingly 
limited, consequently the sale was brisk* Red Wheat sold from 505. to . 
59 s. ; White, to 62s. ; Barley, from 21s. to S2s.; Oats, 20s. to 24s. ; Beans, 
32s. to 35s. ; Pease, 34s. to S7s. per qr. ; and Flour, 44s. to 45s. per sack. 

Bristol, March 25. — The, present prices of Corn, &c. at the markets in 
this place, may be considered nearly as follows : — the sales are very dull. 
Wheat, from 4s. 9d. to 7s. 3d . ; Barley, 3s. to 4s. 9 d . ; Oats, 2s. 3d. to 
3s. 1 £</.; Beans, 3s. 3d. to 6s.; and Malt, 5s. to 7s. per bushel. Flour, 
Seconds, 30s. to 42s. per bag. 

Ipswich, March 25. — Opr market to-day was pretty well supplied with 
Barley and Wheat, but shortly with Beans. Prices of all Grain were 
higher. Currency as follow Wheat, 50s. to 64s J; Barley, 30s. to 36s.; 
Bean?, 35s. to 37s. ; and Pease, 35s. to 38s. per quarter. 

Wisbech, March %o . — The supply of Wheat to-day is better than of 
late, and the condition being generally good, was taken off freely at from 
3s. to 4s. above last week ; in other Grain no material alteration. — Red 
Wheat, 52s. to 58s.; White ditto, 58s. to' 60s. Oats, 20s. to 24s.; and 
Beans, 34s. to 36s. per imperial qr. 

Wakefield, March 23. — The supply of Grain still continues very scarce, 
and necessitous buyers are compelled to give advanced prices for all arti- 
cles ; the sales, however, afe by no means brisk, as every one purchases 
as sparingly as possible. Wheat is 2s. to 3s. per quarter, and Barley Is. 
to 2s. per quarter higher than on this day sennight. Shelling is taken off 
ar34s. per load, and Oats at \d. per stone more than last week. Beans 
.have improved in value Is. to 2s. per qr. Malt' is in limited demand, but 
rather better prices are obtained. Rapesee'd nominally the same. 

Newcaslle-on-Tyne, March 25. — The farmers’ supply of Wheat was 
rather large this morning, and having soirie arrivals from the North, the 
sale was rather slow at an advance of Is. per quarter upon last week’s prices. 
I‘,ine Rye is jn demand, and 2s. per quarter dearer. Best Norfolk 
nialting Barley is in demand, and Is. to 2s. per qr. dearer. There is 
also rather more doing in foreign, both for malting and grinding. Malt 
continues at last. week’s prices. The supply of Oats was rather large, and 
last week’s prices were scarcely supported. The weather, during the last 
fourteen days, has been exceedingly cold, with rain and sleet, and spring 
sowing has, in consequence, been suspended. The weather is also of im- 
portance as regards the growing crop and the period of harvest, as the, 
stock of corn in the country is now almost exclusively in the hands of the 
fanners. 
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COUNTRY CATTLE and MEAT MARKETS, &c. 

Norwich Castle Meadow , March 25.— We had a good supply of fat 
Cattle to this day’s market, and the demand being not increased, the 

5 rices were much the same as last week— 6s. 6d. to 7s. per stone ot 14 
)s. ; as is usual the next Market day after the Tombland Fair the supply 
of Store Stock was very small, and the sale of Scots quite flat, what tew 
were sold were at 4s. per stone when fat. * 

Homcastle, March 25. — Beef, 7s. per stone of 14lbs. ; Mutton, 6d.; 
Pork, 6(1.; and Veal, 8 d. to 94- per lb. , • , 

Bristol, March 25.— Beef from 6d. to 6 &. ; Mutton, 6d. to did., and 
Pork, 4 id. to 5 d. per lb., sinking offal. 

At Morpeth Market, on Wednesday, there were a good many Cattle, 
but rather a short supply of Sheep : there being little demand, the former 
met with dull sale ; the latter sold readily at a little advance in price.— 
Beef* from 6s. to 6s. 9d.; and Mutton, 6s. 6d. to 7s. 9 d. per stone, 
sinking offal. 


AVERAGE PRICE OF CORN, sold in the Maritime Counties of 
England and Wales, for the Week ended March 18, 1826. 7 



Wheat. 

Barley. 

Oats. 

. 

s. d. 

s. 

d. 

s.< 

d. 

London* 

..58 3.., 

.32 

4.. 

..24 

0 

Essex : . . . . 

...60 4.. 

..29 

9.. 

..24 

8 

Kent. 

...57 8.. 

..32 

5.. 

.,24 

3 

Sussex *. . . . . , 

...55 3.. 

..32 

9.. 

,.26 

6 

Suffolk 

...54 3.. 

..29 

8.. 

. .25 

8 

Cambridgeshire 

...51 3.. 

..28 

X).. 

..19 

3 

Norfolk 

...52 3.. 

..27 

4.. 

..23 

0 

Lincolnshire 

...00 10.. 

..26 10.. 

..17 

0 

Yorkshire 

...49 8.. 

..28 

0.. 

..17 

7 

Durham 

...56 5.. 

..40 11.. 

..26 

7 

Northumberland 

...52 2.. 

..33 

1.. 

..24 

2 

Cumberland . . 

...59 11.. 

..32 

0. 

..22 

0 

Westmoreland 

...63 4.. 

..38 

0.. 

..24 

1 

Lancashire 

...60 1.. 

..38 

10. 

..25 

1 

wpshire 

...58 7.. 

..37 

0. 

..23 

8 

Gloucestershire. ...... 

...59 11.. 

..35 

0. 

.23 

7 

Somersetshire . . 

...58 11.. 

..36 

7. 

..21 

3 

Monmouthshire. ... 

...58 1.. 

.. 35 

2. 

..23 

0 

Devonshire 

...56 11.. 

..30 

7. 

...19 

4 

Cornwall . 

...59 6.. 

..31 

5. 

...23 10 

Dorsetshire 

...56 2.. 

..29 

5. 

...23 

10 

Hampshire 

...54 10.. 

. .31 

2, 

...22 

9 

North Wales T 

...62 4.. 

..34 

9. 

...21 

3 

South Wales ......... 

...58 0.. 

..30 

8. 

...17 

2 


* The London Average Is always that of the Week preceding. 
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COBBETT’S WEEK LY REGISTER.^ 

- LONDON, SATURDAY, Apkil 3, 1826. [Prig Gd. 




* Homes; it bothlT^ ° f ^° th 

“ close of the Session, a suWectofUAenln/'^ f®"*** 5 '* was ’ "* tb <* 
“ *« Regent, and in the Regent’s sjtch to ihe itl H Speech t0 ' 

y *““»« Cobbett, assert, that, to cfrrv this Bill £ **”*? ’ “ 0 * d ’ CD > r > 
“ 1 sa y? ‘bat. if this Bill be carried into foil effect t^m? “ lmpos5iftfe ; and 
« leave 7 to lay me on a 

* . the coaIs > and Canning stand by and Wh ^ Sld “outh may stir 
Cobbctt’s Register, writteri at North Hemnste j r & r ^ groans. —Taken, from . 

ro”"“ t 5d!;,'2s t 1 ” 1 '>»*»«. W, 

- »*<»</ Me £<«* of England came nut again . -So that ^ one -pound t 

prophecy completely fulfilled. nat here was the above , 


feast 

OF THE GRIDIRON. 

Kensingtonybth April, 1825 . 

This. Feast will have 'taken 
place before this Register can 
come from the press. It is come 
at .last; "or, indeed, has it been 
very tardy in coming. The pns 
diction on which it was funded 
bears date only late in the year 

» 8 j l }} . is onl y ? e ven years 
and a half since it Was published ; 
and ’ the - feast might have 1 been 


held, ’n July, 1822; for then Peel’*. 
»ia was, m part, 

‘hough this was the lacf*I thought 
‘best to put off the keeping of 
every man’s %yes 

should be opened, which they now' 

have been by the blowing up of 
‘be Rooks, and by ihere-appear- 
ance of the small bank-of England 
notes, to do away with which, and 
111 other s hiall notes; TOR ' 

I -Um?® the street# object of. 
Peels BUI. However, it is uh- ■ 
necessafy to say more on this sub- * 
jeef at present. To have seen " 
written on the walls of several ' 

■ c - r - ;1 ' ■' 
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HerWORTOBIRE Saxes. 




country, towns, e< CORBETT ’S j 
RIGHT : NO RAG-MONEY: ” 
to have seen this in my late jour- 
ney to Norwich, tells me that 
the abuse heaped on me for twenty 
years, by the vile newspapers, 
has now received an answer from 
the people themselves . There will, 
to-morrow, be feasts of the same 
sort at several places in England. 
It will be the day of triumph of 
me and of those who have thought 
with me. We have a right to 
rejoice; and rejoice we do, and 
that, too, from the bottom of our 
hearts. 

t 'U f ' ■«* r‘ i - ' ■ ' 

HEREFORDSHIRE BANKS. 

' Stone smashing in this part of 
the country; but the smashing i$ 
how become so common that it 
scarcely excites attention. The 
hew smashing is announced by 
the 4 * Independent’* in the fol- 
lowing word s : — 

44 .Leominster and Ludlow 
44 ,Bank&. — W e regret to state that 
44 on Monday, Messrs. Coleman 
44 and Wellings, bankers, Ludlow, 
‘l&udpn Tuesday, Messrs,. .Gole- 
sr man, Morris, and Sons, bankers, 
* Leomirater, in consequence of 
44 the Sweden and. unexpected de- 
? mands made upon them, deemed 
44 it prudent to suspend theirpay- 
" merits for the present. Both 
44 firms .state, that a statement of 
44 their affairs wilLbe immediately 
f * submitted to the Creditors. 
44 Messrs. Coleman, Morris and 
44 Soifc make, no doubt that they 
14 shall have <x considerable sur- 
“plus, after all demands are dis- 
charged.— Theseadd'ri^^ fail- 

44 ures will oau8e much distress, as 
the circulation, of botk If — 
"Was large* . 


Oh, yes ! 44 a considerable sur- 
plus 1 ’ / A monstrous heap of. 
sets ! Now, as the first of 1 these 
two roguery-words means more 
than enough , and, as the second 
means enough#, how happens it 
that these people stopped ) I f they . 
had real money in their shops, ,or 
if they had, in any things of real 
value, more than enough to pay 
with, why were they not ready to 
pay , especially after all the awful 
warnings that they had had ? Are 
not these statements delusive, then? 
And fdr what can they be intend- 
ed ? Why, to assist in cheating 
the people. J-n absolutely cheat* 
irig them, by inducing them to 
confide in that which is worthy of 
no Confidence. 

This same paper tells . us of the 
distress created in Herefordshire 
by the breaking of the Rooks. 
Aye, to be sure ! Who expected 
the contrary ? But, is this not a 
good reason to wish for the total 
destruction of such a system? Is 
it pot a good reason for endeavour- 
ing to render, in future, such dis- 
tress impossible? “ The glovers 
at Ludlow,” say* this stupid coxr 
.comb of the Hereford 44 Indbv&n^ 

| dent ,’ 7 — 44 are turning off all their 
44 bands, foruxmt of a circulating 
44 medium to, pay them with, Sfuch 
44 are the blessings of the COB- 
44 BETT SYSTEM.” Just the 
reverse, thou worse than ass in 
man’sshape; just the reverse.; for 
the 44 Cobrett System ” is. A- 
system of solid money ; a system 
that provides effectually for a mo- 
ney. that is not liable to be swept 
away in this manner. If the glo- 
vers nt Ludlow bad never heard 
of papet-money ; if the 44 Cob- 
belt System,” that is Jd sav, the ; 
laws.and customs of England* ^ 
been always in force, the glovers 
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ofL^fowcbuW nSver have iknowit 
their present misery. So that the 
famous Ass of Hereford , whose 
ears are, I aia told, of surprising 
elegance, symmetry, and espe- 
cially, lengthy this famous ass, 
pilose bragtjnfcs, it is notorious, 
m'e nearly a^jfedd as the great bell 
pf the cathedral, and whose tongue 
is admired as coming so Closely to 
the shape and size of that bell’s 
clapper, while his skull has been, 
by the C ranio logical Society, pro- 
nounced to consist of the same 
sert of materials as those of which 
that bell is made, namely, dross 
and brass ; this famous ass is just 
out in his estimate of thp Cowett 
System, which is a system of uni 
ibrm safety and peaee. 

In my address to the people of* 
Herefordshire, 1 alluded to some- 
thing that I bad heard about 
trust-money. The Ass of Hereford 
has pricked up his ears, and, ass- 
like, has brayed about this. What 
an ass it isi i.. 
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an ass it is ! Really it must be 
nearly upon all-fours. Why could 
the Asp not bare kept silence 
• unless he could have spoken plain 
and gi ven a better account of the 
matter than the following : We 

“ cannot enter this week, on the 
I* ®°astrou8 propositions and exe- 
^aWe doctrine^ which are em- 
' bodied in the article now under 
flagellation— but it contains ope 
insinuation, so base and viUan- 
ous f that we cannot suffer it to 

• ptoa unnoticed. It is couched 

• Ihe following- words : ‘ / 

f ‘ c canhot conclude this address 



«t 4 Ue i trust ? If 

«< /lave heard upon this 

subject be tme, there n wrely 


;<4 ; the m 

“ e f Hereford to bring tofrtm 
“ ‘ light the matter to which f 
“ ‘ al/udc.’— We ihave made in- 
quiries into the affair alluded- 
“ and are satisfied that had the 
4 transaction which hits awaken- 
“ od the a miable and tmst- worthy 
Cobbett’svirtuous apprehensions 
been earned into effect —it 
< would have benefited in a very 
U considerable degree the parties 
‘ over whose' interests the Cob - 
u bettites pretend to watch so at - 
“ *teuously.+-Bvtt it wa* not ear- 
'*** into effect— and inqam 
case: the benevolence, the honour. 

, “ *nd the wealth of the gentlemen 
at w bomthe< •umoorthy impute * 1 
" tion-gianct^&\tmM have pro*. • 
‘ toeted themfrom its acrimony.” 1 
, So; then,therewas somethiiiq 
>n contemplation, at last ! And 
if not cariied into effect, whu was 
it not ? • We sbail have it all out 
before it hoover. The whole will 
come out; inopite df all 1 this berit- 
valence, honour, and wealth. It is 
a thing that Will amuse us : pity 
that we had it not for the Feast- 
°. r 4 “ Gridiron! And, why, it 
the affair .Were so rery ;good, why 
does not the Ass explain it to us- 
-w, whjr dries te rioi boIdptiH that 
Mapper, which be earms in his 
fowd of brass? HeeaHsmyin. 
situation “ hate and 'vilta>ioml‘’ 
What Was*? Why this : « !.«*„ 

■ whether, something particular 
« “ ll8 1 k*eh ijflaoesat Herei 
c< . Ja,e > rotative Wmtmeq 
„ keld ” 1 pwWfc tniu.” That is 
ail. - Not » word mere. What ih 
thdre of <&Ue< snI vtllttnous in 

“fMjeuktr*’ t Ah! then 
efHe ^orf. thouartstf 
bray iBg? diou rart so mueh ; 
^Mhfrjiweed oPshii &wheh in Ap 
Wbfft? tmtt thou oarist not refrain: 

C 2 
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from discovering' thy pedigree by May, to • set i off, on horse-back 
the vanity which induces thee to from this place to Reading , thence 
believe, that thy voiceisthe finest to Newbury, thence to Salisbury, 
of that of all the beasts of the and on, through Frame and. Bris* 
forest. ■ tol, to Hereford ; then to Wor- 

Having expressed my anxious cester; then to Coventry,^ and on 
wish io go to Hereford , that hap- to Liverpool; and right on, 
py cily without a bank, the ass, through thick and I( mfh, to Glas- 
.after braying out a good deal gow, taking a look kt fi the Cotton- 
about my rejoicing at the distress Lords as I go through Lancashire, 
of the people, proceeds thus : and going to see that same Bolton, 

“ Spirit of Jack the Painter!” — where John Hayes was impri- 
“ What a paltry ‘ incendiary ’ soned for announcing my arrival 
€C didst thou animate ! Here is a in good health , at Liverpool. 

“ public writer— a self-created From Glasgow I shall, taking a 
< c prcphei— a would-be Member sweep about, go to Modern 
< r op Parliament—- rejoicing' in Athens and see the Edinburgh 
“ the distress which he has la- Reviewers ; and then come back, 

“ boured so assiduously to pro- through Yorkshire, and on, through 
“mote!!! — Let him come to Lincolnshire, to Norwich; and 
“ Hereford by all means; and then to Kensington, through Hert- 
“ though the distress— the f *terri- fordshire . I have a right to do this ; 

“ ble distress’— ^ the tears of abject I like to do it; and 1 will do it. I 
ie want— and the pangs of honour- have always found, that, to know 
“ able feeling cannot find ‘ syra- and be known, you must use your 
“ pathy’ in his muscular callosity eyes as well as your ears. The 
“ mis-named a heart— yet, even brayings of this famous Ass of 
“ that may. be taught to feel for Hereford, do, indeed, make me 
“ himself. We shall be much know him pretty well ; but I shall 
“ surprised if his reception^oe not nfever be able fully to ascertain 
“ either more cool than he ex- what he is, till I see his ears. I 
“pects— or more warm than he cannot dismiss this article without 
“ wishes it to be,” * r calling upon the Ass of Hereford 

Warm or cooM shall be tAere to tell us the whole story about 
in about five or six weeks, unless this trust money. 1 asked whether 
I find that the parliament is about there -were not something partievr 
to be dissolved, and that is what I lar about it. He darts up his long ' 
by. no means expect . And does pars, calls the insinuation base and 
this ass really hope to frighten villanous . Now, if I were to say 
A® • To be sure hishrayings and to any man, Is not there some-’ , 
his ears are enough to frighten thing particular relative to your 
one; but,! ato duly prepared for wife’s conduct; what would any 
them. They will not take me by one suspect if the * lady were to 
surprise, I intend to dine at Call hiy insinuation base and vil- 
Herelord about the middle " of lanous I Should not we kuspect 
May. My intention- is this : wheni that she was conscious that there 
I have put all-my seeds into 1 the was , a something oHother in her 
ground and grated; all my trees, conduct that ought not to be! * ' 
WrWr'WlJ be about 4h<^ first pt Why suppose * that 1 alluded, to 
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something that was bad ? Why 
Dot suppose me* to have alluded 
to something that was very good ? 
Readers, who live at a distance 
from Hereford, will not fail to 
draw just conclusions from-these 
premises ; and a large part, at 
least, of the inhabitants of Here- 
ford, know well that what the Ass 
of Hereford has here asserted re- 
lative to this matter is wholly false. 
They know well that the parties 
interested would -not have been 
benefited by the transaction to 
which allusion has been made. 

However, when I get to Here- 
ford, 1 will take the liberty to make 
an inquiry somewhat more minute 
than any that I can make at this 
distance; and if I find sufficient 
grounds for it, I shall recommend 
a petition to Parliament upon the 
subject. “ Petition me no peti- 
tions!” said Tom Thumb the 
Great. Our Collective has not 
said that yet: they require, in- 
deed, that oui; language should'be 
respectful, and I defy any man to 
say that I ever wrote or recom- 
mended any petition to that illus- 
trious body, that was not couched 
in language as respectful and as 
humble as could possibly be re- 
quired, even if the Collective 
ossessed* that omnipotence which 
as been so audaciously ascribed 
to it. 

This famous Ass of Hereford 
brays so loudly, only because he 
knows that I am at such a distance 
from him. When I arrive at the 
spot where he is, he will be as 
mute as a fish. I shall give notice 
in the Register j>f the time of my 
departure; and shall appoint the 
day as nearly as possible when I 
shall be » t Hereford. No broken 
rook ; no plucked rook; and no 
still feathered rook ; and none of 
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| their friends, "will be able to give 
nie any annoyance. T shall not 
desire to have any thing like aa 
entertainment fixed on for me. I 
shall go, in every place that I 
enter, to4he imUhatl like best ; 
and if any body have a mind to 
come and dine with me, and talk 
with me, so be it; if not, I shall 
dine and talk with my own travel- 
ling companions. I shall find 
some friends every where ; and, 
after all the battles with the feelo- 
sopbers, I shall find, not a few 
in Scotland itself This I know^‘ 
that I shall find no place of any 
importance, where there are not 
people who have handled me 
more roughly than I have ever 
attempted to handle any body. 
[They shall now, if they will, see 
the man whom they have so much 
abased ; and, which is but fair, I 
will if I can, literally look in the face 
those that have abused me. I will, 
in anothei* Register, mark out my 
route, as nearly as I possibly can. 
Free quarter is exceedingly con- 
venient, as well as pleasant. As 
far as Herefordshire, 1 shall have 
two horses, one for myself, and 
one for my little son. After that, 
1 shall have, I believe, another 
horseman, of about the same age 
with my son, and we shall jog 
along at the rate of about 
twenty or thirty miles a day ; We 
shall have nothing to prevent us 
from diverging to the right and to 
the left; and if any friend of mine 
should wish me' to take his house 
on* my way, I shall comply with 
his wish, if it be possible to do it 
without very great inconvenience. 
I shall avoid the turnpike roads as 
much as possible. I want to, go 
and see the people, particularly 
in the villages and hamlets, 
where they are the most friend- 
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lejas, the most forlorn,; aodi the 
most oppressed. I want: to see, 
with ray own eyes, the dinners 
that they sit down to,, and see 
them I will . 


TO 

SIR ROBERT? FEEL. 

^Some people moy wonder to 
see your name at the head ol an 
article written and published by 
me; and their wonder may be 
still greater, when they discover 
my Intention to insert and to com- 
ment upon, any thing that can 
have been written by you, for. 
whom, l have always entertained, 
and still eutertain, as much con- 
tempt as it is possible to entertain 
for any human being. But, a 
letter, published by you, in the 
columns of the Morning Herald, 
of yesterday, ^contains so many, 
and such impudent falsehoods, 
that I catinot let it pass without 
some notice. You are a creature 
of the paper-system; you have 
been one of the great supporters 
of it; you are now doing all that 
ou are able to do to uphold it, 
y a tissue of bare-faced false- 
hoods, part of them in praise of 
the paper, and part of them, in 
praise of the empty braggart 
Pitt, that profligate Minister, who 
was the great inventor of the 
means of extending the influence 
of this accursed system. Bad as 
I think of you, and worse , as I 
think of your publication, I will 
treat you fairly : i will insert the 
'whole of your address to the 
. Members of both Houses of Par- 
liament, just as I find it inserted 
in the Morning Herald ; and then 
I will make such remarks on it, as 
I think proper. 
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SIR ROBERT PEEL. 

To the Members of loth Houses of 
Parliament . 

My Lords and Gentlemen,— Witt* 
you permit an old man to address you 
on the subject of our currenoy V I 
sat in Parliament thirty year*, during 
which time I frequently heard this 
important question discussed in the. ' 
House by Mr. Pitt, Mr. Fox, and.-, 
other distinguished characters. On 
the passing of the Bank Restriction 
Act, I was intrusted by the Mer- 
chants and Citizens ot London, to 
present their Petition against the 
measure. Though my opinions were 
embodied in their case, my best en- 
deavours to serve them were not suc- 
cessful. Having been long and ex- 
tensively engaged in commercial 
! dealings, I often witnessed a na- 
tional embarrassment arising from 
a defective and impure currency, 
which resembled the present stagna- 
tion in trade; and 1 lament to ob* 
serve, that suffering and experience 
have failed, in this instance* of pro- 
ducing their usual good effects. In 
the enlarged scale of busiuess car- 
ried on by this country, embracing a 
great variety of pursuits, a reliance 
on a metallic circulation alone, ever did, 
and ever will full us. Gold, though 
in itself massy, often disapiwtrs in 
consequence of war , or speculation J 
nay, the breath of rumour itself is suf* 
ficient to disperse it. . Our domestic 
concerns are interrupted and confi- 
dence lost, for want of an ample and 
approved medium of traffic. # 

I am no friend to an uriresl rained 
issue of paper-money, and saw with 
concern, in the absence of a due 
quantityof specie, bills admitted into 
circulation issued by persons of re- 
spectability, possessing property, but 

evidently unable to meet a sudden 
and large demand upon them. More 
than two years ago I mentioned to a 
friend high in His Majesty’s Councils, 
my fears oi the mischief likely to 
ensue if the practice were nOii dis- 
continued; accompanied with a sug- 
gestion to confine future, issues qf 
paper -money, or tokens^ to the Bank 


To Si* Robert Peel. 



Die _ by 


Got e 



Aprh* 8, IS26. 


of /England aadolhar, competent iiodiesi 
W men, wh ft , would give, security in 
land, the public f unds, canals, build* 
ln Q s > or ' other ' tangible, property; 
mounting , at least, to one-half of the 
value of their bills, or tokens, in cir- 
culation, Mv proposition was not 
favoured with any notice, yet had it 
been adopted, I am of opinion that 
fljvosfcoi the panic and distresses now 
sq severely lelt in tbe nation would 
have been avoided. If such an im- 
provement in the banking system 
could be made availably gold would- 
become less requisite, and the country 
be supplied with ^stationary medium i 
of Mange originating with ourselves. ; 

Whilst directing the energies of i 
the State in wav, Mr. Fitt evinced I 
equal ability iu discovering, improv- 1 
mg* and applying our internal re- 
sources. The war drained the coun- 
try of its specie, and our enemies J 
entertained sanguine hopes that our i 
ruin would sooner be effected by s 
want- of pecuniary means, than the t 
want of courage, disdpline, and con- p 
duct m our armies, Mr. Pitt was e 
wore than a match for all contin- g 
£fPn e ?* the-, aid of the Bank* o 

or England, and other opulent houses, c 
the energies of Great Britain were t, 
maintained m full activity, and the ft 
importance and utility of paper money ci 
were dearly established. Ingenious w 
machines were introduced imo our r< 
manufactures, and the encourage- w 

ment and protection afforded them w 

greatly increased the demand for our 
goods at home and abroad. Our li< 

chSnu° Mty ' 3t S6a gaTO 0Ur mer - 
c^nts ^sy access to foreign mar- i n 

wealtk derived from ch 

trade and commerce (though to some so 
^tsons it may Appear paradoxical) of 

Tth! hm tU "Me expenses fa 

ti tb unr. When the Minister had lit 
raamrse to loans, they were speedily mi 
raised by British CArjTAUsi»,.and it 
the increase of the Public Debt was tui 

ZtilT to ourselves, and re- ju, 

ved itself into a family account with- 
out tmpaH-mg the national property. 

Mr. Pitt having succeeded in securing 
PMce aarf independence^ the Empire, 
whilsttlevoUnghis sole attention to the Dr 


I iffiuts of. the jwbhc, suffered bieown 
to bewy much embarrassed. — Many, 

of his fnends wished to exiricatehirn 

from hi% difficulties,, and requested, 
me. to learn from Mr. Rose L what 
way we could best relieve him. His ' 
reply was, “ Mr. Pitt is the most- 
unaccountable of‘ human beings, and 
Wlk Prefer living in a garret to being 
indebted to the bounty of his friends." 
though disappointed, the opinion I 
bad Jong entertained of this able 

U^bhed 2 ChMaCter WaS ° ot 

The present panicand distress in the 

iountry have been declared by high 
uthority to proceed from “over-trad- 
ng and “ wild speculation.” Ia- 
ant nations and establish meats. are 
iable to miscarry from want of ex^v 
enence andsolidity.^-TRAmiw and 
peculation being natives of this., 
sland, and parents of our wealth and' 
^dependence, are surely exempt from 
ich an imputation. The same au- 1 
lonty has declared that “gold and" 
tper money are incompatible with 
irii other, and cannot exist to- 

' t .u er i'~^ he u popMktion and trade 
tbe Empire having been much in- 
eased, a proportionate increase in 
e medium of , circulation is calle d ' 
r-, and when gold is found insuffi. 
ml, recourse must be had to paver - : 
Inch, ij improved on the principle at- ; 
ady suggested, the two substances' 
luld be found in.the sarae pooket 
thouti disunion. r 

Anxious to see our situation ame^, 
rated, ,1 trust the Currency . mau be 
nded- without changing or impair! - 
5 the national and commercial' 
aracter; w(uch measure, if r &- v 
ted to, would * resemble the policy*' 
diverting from its course a .powJL: 

rrver that bad long given ferric 
r and happiness to a large district, 

:rely because, from excessive rains 
lad sometimes exceeded its mu" 
tural. limits, and produced partial in- 
jury. 1 am, M 

My Lords and Gentlemen, ‘ 

Your faithful and obedient-' 
servant; 

T* ’ , ' ROBERT PEEL. 

Gray ton Manor, A^ril 3. 
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You begin- by saying that you 
are an old man, and that you sat 
in Parliament thirty years . From ' 
being o/rf you derive ho merit 
whatever,, nor any title to forbear- 
ance on the part of those whom 
you address, nor oh the part of the 
public. Few of the unhappy 
creatures who have sweated out 
their lives in the spinning-jenny 
regions have, perhaps, lived to 
your age ; but, merely on account 
of your age, you are no more 
worthy of respect than any one 
of them. You are become old 
without . any thanks to, you, and, 

I dare say/ even in despite of 
your wishes to the contrary. The 
honours of old age are coveted by 
no man, and when put forward as 
pretensions, they never fail to ex- 
cite contempt. Age ought, in- 
deed,' to teach men wisdom, and 
a love of truth, at, least;, but, in 
these respects it appears to have 
had very little effect upon you. 

As to the circumstance of your 
having sat in Parliament during 
nearly thirty years, that is a strong 
argument against listening to you 
for a moment, upon the subject 
on which you have ventured to 
write. If a man were to tell us 
that he had sitten in the chimney - 
corner of an ale-house for thirty 
years, we should not be much 
disposed to listen to his advice on 
th^t account; and especially if 
we founds that the beef of the 
House continued to grow worse 
and worse all the time that he had 
been sitting there. Why,ELFORD, 
Sir Wm. Elfofd , as he is called, 
sat in that House about as long 
as you did. He, like you, con- 
stantly supported Pitt and paper- 
money ; he, like you, was made 
a Baronet by Pitt ; and all the 
difference between you is, that 
you have been lucky, and that, at 


last, ElfOrd has been unlucky. 
If the affairs of the nation had 
been improved while you sat in 
Parliament; then, indeed, your 
having sitten there might have 
been an argument for listening to 
your advjce ; but, as precisely the 
Contrary is notoriously the fact, 
your putting forward of that cir- 
cumstance amounts to nothing but 
an empty, a ridiculous boast. 

You come forward, at this 
time, to’ endeayour to prop up the 
paper-system, that accursed sys- 
tem which God and man haye 
doomed to destruction. I do not 
know that I shall find either time 
pr inclination to combat your doc- 
trines and your scheme 5 but, the 
falsehoods of your address it is 
necessary to detect and expose^ 
and I shall take these separately, 
and place them, one by one, in 
separate paragraphs. 

1. You assert that “ a reliance 
“ on a metallic circulation alone 
“ ever did, and ever will, fail us. 
u Gold often disappears in con- 
“ sequence of war or speculation ; 
“ nay, the breath of rumour itself, 
“ is sufficient to disperse it.” This 
is falsehood the first, and, certainly, . 
a more impudent lie never found 
its way into print. The lie may 
not be intentional; for you are 
manifestly so grossly ignorant 
and illiterate a man, that you may, 
possibty, not know that there ever 
was a time when paper-money 
\vas unknown in England ; though 
it is notorious, to all men of sense, 
that, even since you began to sit' 
in Parliament, there were several 
years that England knew nothing 
of paper, as a circulating me- 
dium : and that it is only since the 
“Glorious Revolution ” that the 
sight of an Englishman was ever 
blasted by-such a thing as a bank 
note. For a thousand years Eng- 
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land was a great country, a great family Y h : What a pretty family 
andpowerful kingdom ; fora thou- that miistbe, if’ the members of it 
sand years these three courts of should be as mu 6 h given to impu- 
justice > aml these twelve judges dence and lying as yourself Pitt 
have existed, and during the whole died in January, 180B : the coun- 
time theTe was no- money that was try was then engaged in war with ' 
not made of metal; no standard that sameehemy on whom he had. 
of value, not issued by 9 preroga- made war. That enemy was moTe 
tive of the King. : victorious then, than at any former 

2. “ The wealth derived v from period: there was not only no 
“ trade and commerce more than peace,' but rip prospect of peace, 

“ covered the expenses of the late when Pitt died; and; as to the 
K war.” What an impudent false- “ independence ” of the. “ empire ,” 
hood is here! If they covered as silly coxcombs call it, when was 
the expenses of the war, how it other than independent? This 
comes it that that war, including independence is a silly word, thus 
the dead weight, which makeB a used, which means any thing or 
part of the expense of it, has nothing; and as to the empire, 
added nearly, if not quite, eight we have, indeed, now got an im- 
hundred millions to the dfcbt] An- perial gallon, and an imperial 
swer me that question, thou Baro- yard ; and, had riot the late panic 
net, who subscribed ten thousand luckily come in time, 1 verily be- 
pounds for the carrying on of that lieve that we should have been 
war; and who was made a baronet blessed with an Emperor in a 
soon after the subscription. If very short time. We have escaped 
there were wealth derived from this, at any rate, and therefore, 
trade and commerce during .the thanks to the “ late panic;* for, 
war, those engaged in the trade most assuredly, like the Burgeoise 
kept the profits, fastened by the (xentilhomme , we shall have felt 
war, while the nation was plunged our expenses augment with the 
in debt and ruin. When We say elevation ot our rank and title, 
that expenses are covered ; we 4. “ Mr. Pitt was the most un- 
mean that they are paid; and “ accountable of human beings, 
the expenses of the war were not “rind would prefer living in a 
paid : they have yet to be paid by “ garret to being indebted to the 
us and our children: they are now “bounty of his friends.” Yon 
causing horrid starvation and relate this hs the report of Old 
crime amongst a .people once so George Rose. The lie may be 
well fed and so virtuous ; they are Rose’s' or it may be yours ; but 
, scaring the Ministers half out of that it is a lie, all the world knows ; 
their senses ; they are shaking the unless we look upon the words 
country to its very base. > friends not to mean the country; 

3. “Mr. Pitt succeeded in and every one is pretty well satis- 
“ securing peace and independ- fied that the country was a good 
“fince to the empire.” In the friend of Pitt. In the first placed 
Baronetcy, I read in the pedigree he received from the country 
oi your illustrious family, that you twelve thousand pounds or there- 
had a “ presentiment ” that you ahouts, for a great number of 
should be “the founder of a years ; in the next place, he bor- 
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rowed money, of bis fti ends ; or, I thirty years' service in Parliament'; 
at least, they said so, and , the r awake from your trance, and go - 
country bad to pay th& debt after | and see the wretched creatures in 

. . . l .. • i • i. k . TkT iL J J 1- 


his death; and it is notqrious to 
all the world that he never, lived 
in, a garret. The curiosity is, 
that there was mbney to pay on 
his account, to Mr. Wm. Huskis- 
son, to whom he had given a con- 
tingent pension of twelve hundred 
a-year tor life, and to whose wife 
he had given a contingent pension 
of six hundred a-year for life. 

Such are the direct lies con- 
tained in your address, and 1 pub- 
lished in the newspaper above 
mentioned.. Next come some 
proofs of your gross ignorance 
or of your wilful , deceit. “ When 
“ the Minister had recourse to 
“ loans, they were speedily raised 
“ by British capitalists, and the 
« increase of the public debt was 
“ due from ourselves to ourselves ; 

“ and resolved itself into o. family 
“ account without impairing the 
“ national property ” l You have, 
certainly, been in a trance for the 
last ten years. This old humbug 
of having it alL still in the family 
was kept up, and played off with 
great success till the wheat oame 
to be about five shillings a bushel, 
apd then it was discovered, even 
by the Jolterheads themselves, 
that the increase of the debt was 
not due from ourselves to our- 
selves; but due to the tax-eater 
from the taxpayer; and it was 
found to resolve itself into, a pro- 
cess by which the Jews and Job- 
bers and. the tax-eaters of all 
descriptions, including the paper 
money makers and the monopo 
lists, sucked up the estates of the 
landlord, the stock of the' farmer 
and the tradesman, and the wages 
of the labourer. Awake from 
yopr .trance, worthy old veteran of 


the North, doomed to the suffocate . 
ing heat of eighty-four degrees* 
driven to horse-flesh and draff 
(grains), or to eat out of pig ‘ 
troughs; go, veteran legislator, 
who assisted to' make the first 
small notes that ever cursed the 
country ; go, 1 say, and hear the 
judges of the Couit of King’s ‘ 
Bench observe, that bread and 
water are now the common food 
of the labourers of England ; go, 
read in the reports to the Parlia- 
ment itself, that potatoes, and 
potatoes alone, are the food of the 
labourers in Wiltshire ; go, impu- 
dent defender, of this accursed 
system, and ask these wretched 
beings what share comes to them, 
out of this family account; and 
when you have done that ; when 
you have had a sight of the ruin, 
the despair, the endless crimes, 
the misery insupportable that, this 
family account has occasioned ; 
when" you have done this, go, join 
your hopeful son in his hopeful 
projects for checking crime, by 
offering rewardsfor the detection 
and prosecution of offenders , a 
thing never, heard of in England, * 
until the very yeaf in which tlie 
horrid word BANK first found its 
wav into a law. 

Wm. CQBBETT. 


PROTESTANT 
“ RE FORMATION.” 

I have now made good my pro- 
mise, with regard to this work,* 
The last numher of which was 
published last Saturday. Any of 
the numbers may be had at Fleet* 
Street, and it may be had in com* 
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plele volumes, price foarsbiilings, 
with a title, table of contents, &c. 
&c. But' this cannot be done, until 
next week. 


SCOTCH BANKS. 

From what one reads in the Par- 
liamentary Debates, and in the 
newspapers, one might imagine 
that the Scotch people were the 
greatest fools or the basest 
wretches upon the face of the 
eaith ; seeing that we hear no- 
thing through those channels, 
which is not calculated to make us 
believe that they wish for a per- 
petual paper money ; that is to 
say, perpetual robbing of all the 
working classes of the people. 
This is, however, far from being 
the case. The plundered parties 
wish the plunder to cease. They 
do not pray the Parliament to 
cause them to continue to be 
robbed; 1 have several commu- 
nications upon this subject' Se- 
veral accounts^of people fruitless- 
ly demanding gold of the Banks, 
and of one demand where the man 
who made it was threatened with 
being kicked into the street, if he 
did not desist. I will go and try 
thfse Scotch Bunks, as I tried the 
Gurneys at Norwich. In the 
meanwhile, justice to the Scotch 
petople demands that 1 insert here, 
an article from the Dundee news- 
paper, of the ninth of March. 
The writer of this article is, of 
course, a Scotchman, the article 
is published in Scotland. This 
shews that there are some men, 
at any rate, who detest the paper 
system. This is a very sensible, 
very clever piece of writing, and 
I earnestly recommend a perusal 
of it to my readers. 


1 , 1826 . Sto 

The Currency — Equitable 
justnient again . 

Sir, — T he importance of the sub- 
ject will, I trust, plead my excuse r * 
for again troubling you respecting 
the currency. ^ 

In your last week’s paper, your . 
correspondent perspicuously traces/ 
the cause of the excessive issue of 
bank paper to excessive taxation ; 
the fruit of the infernal borrowing , 
and funding system, which enabled 
Ministers, backed by a House of 
Commons — wot chosen by thepeo* 
pie at large — to mortgage the labour 
not only of the existing generation, 
but of millions yet unborp ; and that 
for^the purpose of carrying on use- 
less and bloouy wars, for objects 
with which the people had no more 
concern than they have with the 
wars in the moon. 

But, after having clearly shown: 
that the distress proceeds from an 
excessive issue of paper, that this 
last proceeds from excessive taxation,, 
what is the remedy proposed by your 
intelligent correspondent ? Why,‘ c to ' 
maintain a circulating medium Corn* 
mensurate with the wants of Govern - 
ment and. the security of the people, by 
altering the present system of banking 
in England, and establishing it upon; 
a similar footing with that of Scot - 
land / Why, supposing this to be 
practicable (which it is not, without 
altering some of the fundamental 
laws of England), what is it but to 
continue the present vicious system- 
of a paper currency, leaving us sub- 
ject to all the fluctuations, to all the 
ups-and-downs of ah ever-varying 
circulating medium, dependent not 
upon the Government^ but upon the 
cupidity of private money-makers, 
whose interest it is to inundate the 
country with their' paper— raising 
pi ices to-day, by their over-issues— 
diminishing them to-morrow, by . 
their over- caution— and in short, 
keeping us in that horrible state of 
uncertainty in which no man can 
foresee the issue of any transaction 
into which he may enter ; and re- 


Digitized by ?le 



87 


Scotch Banks. 


88 


dticmg all speculation to sheer gam- 
bling, setting judgment- at nought, 
and leaving every thing to chance ! 

True, our Scottish banks have hi- 
therto been conducted on a plan 
which has given general satisfaction, 
and in consequence of which hardly I 
any loss has ever accrued to those; 
■ who 'dealt with them ; but our laws, 
different in many respects from those 
of England, are favourable to mu- 
tual confidence between the banks 
and their customers. And besides, 
the narrowness of our country ena- 
bles us,, in any part of it, to ascer- 
tain with certainty the respectability 
of these establishments in any other 
part of it, however distant. This can 
never be the case in England ; 
and as the wealth of Scotland, 
is very small compared to that of 
her Southern neighbours, perhaps, I 
as far as we are concerned, it 
may be prudent in Ministers to 
leave untouched our present bank- 
ing system ; at least until we our- 
selves shall complain of it, or till 
some bad effects shajl notoriously 
have been, prod need by it. But what- 
ever may be determined on respect- 
ing Scotland, if England is to be freed 
from the horrible misery with which 
she is at present assailed, and which 
may possibly end in convulsions from 
the contemplation of which the mind 
recoils, her currency must be placed 
on a metallip basis ; which will ren- 
der impossible those sudden fits and 
gleams of prosperity which have of 
late occasionally shone forth upon us, 
only to he followed by the gloom of 
deepest misery arid darkest despair. 
I)et us look across the 1 water — to 
France. In that country, fortunately 
for it, the paper race was very soon 
run. When the assignats first ap- 
peared, the gold disappeared; but 
as, in spite of the most sanguinary 
laws, two prices — namely, a gold and 
a paper price — soon established them- 
selves, th<rgold, finding’its value ac- 
knowledged, again came forth, and 
the worthless assignats were, in their 
turn, compelled to disappear ; leav- 
ing, as the paper of the broken banks 


in England has done, many thou- i 
sands of people plunged in despair. 
The debt had been greatly augment- 
ed : the i evenue, in consequence of the > 
diminution of the circulating medium , 
greatly fell* off, as ours wit l infallibly 
do by and by, if a metallic currency is 
enforced. It no longer sufficed for 
the expenses of the Government and. 
lor paying the interest of the debt, 
in fall. What did the Government 
do? In spite of the , senseless cla- 
mour of “ national honour “ breach 
of faith ,”.&c., they saw that the ma- 
jority were not to be sacrificed for a, 
small minority, and they boldly cut 
down two-thirds of the national debt, 

| thereby freeing themselves of a load ’ 
| which oppressed the nation and 
cramped all their energies — render- 
ing them alike unable to quell inter- 
nal commotions or to resist their 
enemies from without. Was this a 
breach of faith? Most undoubtedly 
it was ; and although it might be 
defended on the ground that the 
safety of the majority is paramount 
to all other considerations, yet it was 
a most palpable breach of faith, be- 
cause it was not accompanied by a 
law for an Equitable Adjustment of 
all contracts and debts due by indi- 
viduals, as well as of those due by 
the State. Since the above period, 
the cii dilating medium of France 
has been almost wholly gold and 
silver ; the latter being a legal tender 
to any amount, and the former bear- 
ing generally a small premium, var^y 
ing from two to ten francs per thou- 
sand. The Bank pf France is the 
only company which is allowed to 
issue notes, and these only of two 
sums,— namely, of a thousand francs 
and of five hundred, equal to about 
40/. and 20/. sterling ; and, even of 
these, the issue is very limited. The- 
consequence is, that prices there do 
not fluctuate as they have done here : 
that when a man makes a contract 
for time there, he can calculate, to a 
certainty, on his means of fulfilling 
his contract; and not, as too fre- 
quently has happened here, that a 
person, when called upon to fulfil his 
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contract, finds his’ securities melted 
in his hands like so much loose snow : 
that while. we are stunned with the 
number of bankruptcies and the 
quantity of misery here, in a time of 
profound peace and plenty, we hear 
neither of bankruptcies nor distress 
there! And, in fine, that although 
their public securities have been 
somewhat pulled down through 
sympathy with ours, yet they have 
not fallen half the extent that ours 
have done in the same period!— 
Now, Sir, if these are, as I think it 
Is evident they ate, the fruits of a 
substantial metallic currency, wpat 
are we to think of the wisdom of 
those who would propose to perpe- 
tuate to Us the curse of a base paper 
currency? Why, merely that they 
would grasp at any expedient that 
was likely to relieve us from our pre- 
U j duress, regardless of the jnfi- 
nitely greater misery into which 
ineir measures would plunge us at 
no distant period. Had your intelli- 
gent correspondent’ reflected on the 
consequences, he never would have 
proposed a continuation of the paper- 
2J t ? n - He would have seen that 
have the choice of *only two 

clan^n7” and th< T se are > ei ther his 
Inot hp, pe f petUa P a P er > whic, h after 
wonW S 10rt g eam of prosperity, 
affair i VCr ^ S0 ? n sett * e the whole 
attair in a way that I don’t choose to 

Kfr anze ; or ’ the ret t lrn to a 
metallic currency, accompanied by 

trW Ulta i b ^ e adjustment of all con- 
s-cts and dehts however constituted, 
' vhich 1 (lef y the keenest 
» 10 P^ lnt e«t the smallest injus - 
in tyiv°i\? S * endeavoured to explain, 
are In*®*! °^ ie current, if we 
shall ctwffi 11 ^ P ro portionably, we 
the\ n m d ^ d .P Urs elves exactly in 

s ame re atlV ^ situati6n > tQ one 

previom f S fk at * j w h»ch we stood 
seoupnH he r ® duc tion, and con- 
reason t* n ° ne US€ou ld have any 
to^etu r ? ) f cornp i ai n . Wi thou t this, 
imnne r u t0 a me tallic currency is 
^P? ® j and the very, attempt to 

^ ch r ld Pte^uce copvulsions pf 
no ma n cam foresee the result. 


Ministers, notwithstanding their pre- 
sent determined tone, are like the 
whistling schoolboy, merely talking 
big “ to keep their courage up.* 
They must yield, as they have already 
done,, like reeds before the storm; 
and as they have neither heads nor 
nerves qualifying them to undertake • 
the equitable adjustment plan, they 
will probably, long before the 6th of 
October, fall upon some scheme to 
continue a paper circulating medium, 

“ commensurate with the wants of 
“ the Government and the Security 
“ of the people; ” (strange security!) 

And then we shall perhaps be 

worse off than we have 'yet been ; 
although, in the end, we shall be 
gainers, by the destruction of the vile 
oligarchical system, which, while it 
grinds the people, to the earth, para- 
lyzes the' endeavours of Government 
to ameliorate their condition. It is 
this which, if Ministers were even , 
willing to do it, wouid prevent them 
adopting the equitable adjustment 
plan ; because, away would instantly 
go that pestilent sore in a free coun- 
try — the standing army; away would 
go a large proportion of the revenues 
paid to Mother Church; away would 
go all sinecuies, unmerited pensions, 
useless ambassadorships, secretary- 
ships, et hoc genus omne, .so veiy 
convenient for providing snug places 
for meritorioue younger sons, younger 
brothers, and cousins of dukes, mar- 
quisses, and viscounts, who greatly* 
prefer living at ease upon the fruits 
of the labour of the people, to toiling 
or moiling to earn an honest livel£ 
hood for themselves. Away would 
go all these infernal engines for ex- 
tracting from. the people the hard- 
earned fruits^ of their honest indus- ' 
try ; and lastly, away would go the 
oligarchs themselves to- — —I care 
not. whither. Wishing them bon L 
voyage, “ Speedily and soon,” 

T am, See., : 

A Politi'CAI/ 'Economist, 

BUT NbTOFTUE MACCOlICCH SCHOOL# > 

February 27, 182 r f 
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CORN BILL. 

This Bill Would soon become 
nugatory, if left, to itself. It is 
impossible for the landlords to get 
rents, with the present expenses 
and a gold currency, whether this 
Bill be repealed or not. But this 
Bill is a horrible piece of injustice 
inflicted upon the working classes 
as things are , at present ; and, 
therefore, it ought to be repealed. 
The landlords receive it as a sort 
of boon ; and all that itrqally will 
produce them in future is : the de- 
testation of the. rest 'of the cora- 
^munity, which they will most 
richly deserve, if they do not 
cause the Bill to be repealed, if 
possible, and seek to save their 
estates by a reduction of the taxes. 
The markets for cattle have, inva- 
riably, fallen one-fourth, sinceNo- 
vember last. The corn markets, 
taking the six sorts o£ corn alto- 
gether, have fallen about one- 
fifth, since November last, though 
cprn is certainly scarce. The 
fall is much more rapid than it 
was at the last tumble down, and 
yet, the one-pound notes from the 
Bank of England are pouring 
forth in prodigious quantities, es- 
pecially in the dock-yard towns, 
and othpr places where Govern- 
ment pay takes place. This is, I 
suppose, with a view of putting a 
piece of gold hi the pocket of every 
poor man. However, this will 
not do, nor will any thing do, twit 
a return to Bank Restriction, or, 
a coming to ati equitable adjust- 
ment, in wfuqhi last case/farewell 
to sweet sinecures', pensions and 
jobs. When Mr.Huskisson’s pen- 
sion of twelve hundred a year was 
sealed oh him for life, wheat was 
at twelve shillings a bushel ; and, 
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is he to have thesame nominal 
sum when wheat is now seven 
shillings a bushel ? I am for hh 
having none at, all; hut is he to 
have, in reality, double of what was 
settled upon him, and Mrs. Emily 
his wife ? This never can be; The 
thing is impossible. There must 
be an equitable adjustment, or 
there will be a dreadful convul- 
sion. 


“ WAUST 

IMPROVEMENTS, MA’AM,” 

Great as these “ improve- 
ments” have been of late years ; 
vast as have been the “ improve- 
ments” in barracks, goals, tread 
mills, whipping posts, and various 
other things, none have been so 
great as the “ improvements ” in 
the criminal law. I have no time 
to say more upon this subject, at 
resent, but J shall just insert 
ere, without comment, the new 
Bill of that enterprising young 
Mirdstre de V Interieur , P4r. 
Peel. These are your true revo- 
lutionists; these are your topsy- 
turvy gentlemen ; these are the 
men ready to pull things to pieces* 
I abhor this new project, ray 
reasons 1 for which* I shall gives In 
ray next ; and in the meanwhile 
I beg my readers lo-go through it 
with the greatest attention. 


A BILL FOR IMPROVING THE 
ADMINISTRATION OF CRI- 
MINAL JUSTICE IN ENGt. 
LAND. ■'*■■■ 

[As amended by tip Com$ii*ee.] . 

Whereas' it is expedient to define 
uqder what circumstances, persons 
•may be admitted to bail in, cases af 
felony, and to make better provision 
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for taking examinations, informa- amend and extend the provisions of 
tions, bailments, and recognizances, two Acts — the first passed in the 
and returning the same to the proper first and second years of the reign of 
tribunals: ■' King Philip and Queen Mary, intitu- 

And whereas the technical strict- led, “ An Act appointing an order to 
- ness of criminal proceedings might Justices of Peace for the bailment 
in many instances be relaxed, so as of prisoners/’ and the second passed 
to ensure the punishment of the in the second and third years of the 
guilty, without depriving the accused same reign, intituled, “ An Act to 
of any means .of defence ^and the take examination of prisoners sus- 
administration of justice in that part pected of manslaughter or felony/' 
of the United Kingdom called Eng- — be it therefore enacted, that before 
land might in other respects be ren- any two Justices of the Peace shall 
dered more efficient ; be it therefore admit to bail, or any one J ustice shall 
enacted by the King's most excellent commit to prison, iny person' arrfest- 
Majesty, by and with the advice and ed for felony, or suspicion of felony, 
consent of the Lords Spiritual and such Justicesand Justice respectively 
Temporal, and Commons, in this shall take the examination of such 
pesent Parliament assembled, and person, and the information upon 
by the authority of the same, that oath of those who shall know the 
where any person shall be taken on facts and circumstances of the case, 
a charge of felony or suspicion of and shall put the same, or as much 
felony, before any Justice of the thereof a*' shall be material, into 
Peace, and the charge shall be sup- writing, and such Justices shall cer- 
ported by positive evidence of the tify such bailment in writing, and 
fact, or by such evidence as, if not subscribe the same ; and every such 
explained tr contradicted, shall, in Justice shall have authority to bind 
tfie opinion of the Justice, raise a by recognizance all such persons as 
strongpresumption of the guilt of the know or declare any thing material 
person charged, such person shall touching any such felony or suspi- 
no.t be admitted to bail by any Jus- cion of felony, to appear at tile next 
v tiee or Justices of the Peace, either Court of Oyer and Terminer, gaol 
in -or out of sessions, but shall be delivery, or superior criminal court 
committed to prison by the Justice of a County Palatine, or great Ses- 
bgfore whom he: or she shall be so -sipns, or Sessions of the Peace, at 
charged, in the manner hereinafter which the trial thereof is intended to 
mentioned; and where any person be, then and there to prosecute or* 
shall be charged with felony or sus- give evidence against the party ?c- 
ploion of felony, and the evidence cused; and such Justices and Justice 
given in support of the charge shall, respectively shall deliver or cause to 
u; the opinion of two Justices of the be delivered all such examinations, 
Peace, not be such as to raise a strong informations, bailments, and recog- 
pfesumptieii of the guilt of the per- nizances, to the Court in which the 
son charged, or such , evidence snail trial is to be, at the opening of the 
be adduced on behalf of the person. Court on its first- sitting, 
charged, as shall in their opinion And be ft further enacted, that 
weaken thepresumption of hisor her every Justice of the Peace, before 
gv’dt, but there shall notwithstanding whom any person shall be taken on . 
appear to them to besufficient grounds a charge of misdemeanor or suspi- 
for judicial inquiry into his or her cion thereof, shall take the<examina«> 
ghUt, in such case the person charged tionof the person charged, and the 
shall and may' be admitted tobail by information upon oath or those fcvho 
sqch two Justices, in the manner shall know tne facts and circum- 
bcreinafter mentioned. stances of the case, and -shall put>tbcr 

And wheteas it is expedient to same, or as much thereof as shall he 
ibuc ' , f ' 
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material, intfi Anting, before he shall 
admit {6 bail or commit to prison 1 
the person so charged, and in every 
case of bailment snail certify the 
bailment in writing, and subscribe' 
the same ; and shall have authority 
to bind all persons by recognizance 
to appear to prosecute or give evi- 
dence against the party accused, in 
like manner as in cases of felony ; 
and shall deliver or cause to be de- 
livered ..all examination % informa- 
tions, bailments, and recognizances 
to the Court in which the trial is to 
be, at the opening of the Court on 
its first sitting, in like manner as in 
i cases of felony. 

And be it further enacted, that 
every Coroner, upon any inquisition 
before him found, whereby any per- 
son shall be indicted for manslaugh- 
ter or murder, or as an accessary to 
murder before the fact, shall put in 
writing the .evidence, given to the 
Jury before him, or as much thereof 
as shall be material ; and shall have 
authority to bind by recognizance 
all such persons as know or declare 
any thing material touching the said 
manslaughter or murder, or the said 
offence of being accessary to mur- 
kier, to appear at the said court of 
tg?er and termjner, gaol-delivery, or 
superior criminal court of a county 
palatine, or great sessions, at which 
the trial is to be, then and there to 
prosecute or give, evidence against 
the party so indicted ; and every such 
Coroner shall certify and subscribe 
the same evidence, and all such re- 
cognizances, and also the inquisition 
before him taken and found, and 
shall deliver the same to thie court in 
which the trial is to be, at the open- 
ing, of the Court on its first sitting. 

: And- be it further enacted, that if 
any Justice or Coroner shall offend 
in any thing contrary to the true in- 
tent and meaning of these provi- 
sions, every court of oyer and termi- 
ner, gaol-delivery, superior, criminal 
•court of >a county palatine, court of 
great sessions,' or . sessions of. the 
peace, to which any such examina- 
tion, information, evidence, bailment, 


recognizanpe, or inquisition oiigti£ id 
have been delivered, shall, upon exa- 
mination and proof of the offence in 
a summary manner, set such fine 
upon every such Justice or Coroner 
as the Court shall deem meet. 

And. be it further enacted, that all 
these provisions relating to Justices 
and Coroners shall apply as well to 
the Justices and Coroners of small; 
jurisdictions as of counties at large.' * 

. And whereas divers Statutes, tak- 
ing away the benefit of Clergy, or* 
creating felonies without benefit of 
Clergy, have omitted to take away 
the benefit of Clergy under certain 
circumstances consequent upon the 
indictment of the offenders And 
whereas a partial remedy for such 
defects was supplied by an Act passed 
in the third year of the reign of King 
William and Queen Mary, intituled^ 

“ An Act to take away Clergy from 
some offenders, and to bring others * 
to punishment whereby it was 
enacted, that if any person should j 
be indicted of any offence for which, 
by virtue of any former Statute, such 
erson was excluded from the bene- 
t of Clergy, if convicted by verdict 
or confession, such person should 
not be admitted to the benefit of 
Clergy under any of the circumstances 
therein enumerated ; and whereas it 
is expedient to extend the like re- 
medy to all offences which now are 
or hereafter shall be excluded from 
the benefit of Clergy : Be it therev 
fore enacted, that if any person shall 
be indicted of any offence for which, 
by virtue of this, or of any other 
^statute or Statutes now in force, 
or hereafter to be in force, the of- 
fender, upon conviction, is or shall 
be excluded from the benefit of 
clergy, such person shall be equally 
excluded from the benefit of clergy, 
whether he or she shall be convicted ; 
by "verdict or by confession^ or shall' 
upon arraignment stand mute * of 
malice, or will not answer directly " 
to- the charge, or shall challenge 
peremptorily abbve the number of 
twenty persons returned to be of the 
Jury, or shall be outlawed upon such 
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indictment, although' the statute or 
statutes taking away the benefit* of 
clergy in any such cose, may not ex- 
pressly provide that the offender shall 
be excluded from the benefit of 
clergy in case such offender shall 
confess, or stand mute, or not an 
swer directly, or challenge peremp- 
torily above the number of twenty 
persons returned to be of the Jury, 
or be outlawed ; and every thing 
herein contained shall extend as well 
to all accessaries as to principals. 

And with regard to any clergyable 
felonies, be it enacted, that if any 
person shall be indicted for any fe- 
lony for which the offender is or shall 
be entitled to the benefit of clergy, 
and such person shall, on arraign- 
ment, confess the felony, or stand 
mute of malice, or .will. v not answer 
directly to the charge, or shall chal 
lenge peremptorily above the num- 
ber of twenty persons returned to be 
of the Jury, - or shall be outlawed 
upon such indictment, in every such 
case such person shall be deemed 
and taken to he convicted of the fe- 
tony, and the Court shall award such 
judgment as if such pferson had been 
convicted by verdict; and every thing 
herein contained shall extend as well 
to all accessaries as to principals. 

And for the more effectual prose- 
cution and punishment of accessaries 
to felonies, be it enacted, that if any 
person shall become an accessary, 
either before or after the fact, to any 
telony, whether the same be a felony 
at common law, or by virtue of any 
statute or statutes now in force, or 
hereafter to be in force, the offence 
of such person may be inquired of, 
tried, determined, and punished by 
any Court which shall have jurisdic- 
tion to try the principal felon, in the 
same manner as if the act, by reason 
whereof such person .shall have be- 
comean accessary, had been com- 
muted at the same place as the prin- 
cipal felony, although such act may 
nave been committed either on the 
mgh seas, or at any other place on 
tend, whether within his Majesty’s 
dominions or wi thout ; andjhatin case i 


tljie principal felony shall have been 
committed within the body of any 
other county, the offence of such ac- 
cessary shall and may be inquired of, 
tried, dete/mined, and punished, in 
either of such counties : provided al- 
ways, that no person who shall be 
once duly tried for any offence of 
being an accessary, shall’ be liable to 
be again indicted or tried for the 
same 'offence. 

And in order that accessaries may 
be convicted and punished in cases 
where the principal felon is not at- 
tainted, or hath the benefit of clergy, 
be it enacted, that if any principal 
offender shall be in anywise convict- 
ed of any felony, it shall be lawful to 
proceed against any accessary, either 
before or after the fact, in the sara.e 
manner as if such principal felon had 
been attainted thereof, notwithstand- 
ing such principal felon shall be ad- 
mitted to the benefit of clergy, or 
pardoned, or otherwise delivered be- 
fore attainder ; and every such acces-. 
sary shall suffer the same punish- 
ment, as' if he or she be in anywise . 
convicted, as he or she should" haye. 
suffered if the principal had been 
attainted. 

And whereas it is expedient that 
principals in the second degree and 
accessaries, before the fact, should in 
all cases be subjected to the same 
punishment as the principal felons in 
the first degree ; be it therefore en- 
acted, that every person who shall be 
a principal in the second degree, or 
an accessary before the fact, to any 
offence which shall be ,a felony at 
common law, or by virtue of any 
statute or statutes now in force, or- 
hereafter to be in force, shall be pu-. 
nishable with or without benefit of 
clergy, in the same manner as the 
principal felon in the first degree, al- 
though neither the statute or statutes 
relating to the principal felon in the 
first degree, nor any other statute, do 
or shall expressly name the offence 
of the principal in the second degree 
or of the accessary before the fact, or 
do or shall expressly provide any pu- 
nishment for the same, and although 
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ttriy statute hew inforce mayetfpress- 
ly provide a different punishment for 
•the same ; provided always, that no- 
thing herein contained shall affect or 
alter any act which hath provided or 
•may provide; that accessaries before 
the fact, to burglary, robbery, and 
larceny, may be prosecuted before 
the conviction of the principal of- 
fenders. * 

And in order to obviate the diffi- 
culty of proof as to all offences com- 
mitted near the boundaries of coun- 
ties,, be it enacted, that in any in- 
dictment for any felony or misde- 
meanor committed on the boundary 
or boundaries of two or more coun- 
ties, or within the distance of five 
hundred yards of any such boundary 
or boundaries, it shall be sufficient to 
allege that such felony or misdemea- 
nor was committed in any of the said 
counties ; and -every such felony or 
misdemeanor shall and 'may be in- 
quired of, tried, determined, and pu- 
nished, in the county -within which 
the same shall be so alleged to have 
been committed, in the same man- 
ner as if it had been actually com- 
mitted therein. 

And in order to obviate the diffi- 
culty of proof as 'to offences commit- 
ted during journeys from place 
to 'place, be it enacted, that in 
any indictment for any felony or 
'misdemeanor committed on any 
■person or on any property, in or upon 
any stage coach, stage wagon, stage 
-cart, or other suchjcarriage whatever, 
employed in any journey, it shall be 
sufficient to allege that such felony 
ror misdemeanor was committed 
within any county or place through 
any part whereof such coach, wagon, 
cart, or carriage shall have passed in 
the course of the journey during 
which such felony or misdemeanor 
shall have been committed; and in 
all cases where the side, centre, or 
other part of- any highway shall con- 
stitute the boundary of any two 
counties, it shall be sufficient to al- 
lege that the felony or misdemeanor 
was committed in either of the said 
i counties through or adjoining to or 


by the houndaryof afay part whetteof 
such coach, wagon, cart, j or carriage 
shall have passed, in the course of 
the journey during which such felony 
or misdemeanor shall have been 
committed; and in any indictment 
for any felony or misdemeanor com* 
milted on any! person, or on any pro- 
perty, on board any vessel whatever, 
employed on «iy voyage or journey 
upon any navigable rivfer, canal, or 
inland navigation, it shall be suffi- 
cient to allege that such felony or 
misdemeanor was committed within 
any county or place through any 
part whereof such vessel shall have 
passed in the course of the voyage or 
journey during which such felony Or 
misdemeanor shall have been Com- 
mitted; and in all cases where the 
side or bank of any navigable river, 
canal, or inland navigation, or the 
centre or other part thereof, shall 
constitute the boundary of any two 
counties, • it shall be sufficient to al- 
lege tbat such felony or misdemea- 
nor was committed in either of the 
said counties, through or adjoining 
to or by the boundary of any part 
whereof such vessel shall have pass- 
ed in the course of the Voyage "or 
journey, during which such teloity 
or . misdemeanor shall have been 
committed; and. every such felony 
or misdemeanor, committed in any 
of the cases aforesaid, shall and may 
be inquired of, tried, determined, 
aud punished, in the county or place 
within which the same shall be so al- 
leged to have been committed, in 
the same manner as if it had actually 
been committed therein.. 

And in order to remove the diffi- 
culty of describing the ownership of 
property in the case of partners and 
joint owners, be it enacted, that in 
any indictment lor any felony or 
misdemeanor committee on or with 
respect to any money, chattel, bond, 
bill, note, or other valuable security 
or effects belonging to or in the pos- 
session of any partners or joint own- 
ers, k shallbe sufficient to aver that 
the particular subject matter on 
which or with respect to which any 
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supb offence shall have heen coin* 
minted is the property of some one 
or mor$ of the partners or joint 
owners named in the indictment, 
and of other persons being partners 
or joint owners with him or -them/ 
without stating any of the names of 
such other persons , and that in any 
indictment for any felony or niisde: 
meanor committed on or. with 
resped to any house or building 
whatsoever, belonging to or in the 
possession of any partners or joint 
others, or for any felony or misde- 
meanor; committed on or with re- 
spect to any property beipg in any 
such house or building, it shall be 
sufficient to aver that the particular 
house or building on or with respect 
to. which, or on or with respect to the 
property heing in which, any sijcb 
offence shall Have been committed, 
is the property of some one or more 
of. tlie partners 01 joint owners named 
in the indictment, and of other per- 
sons being partners or joint owners 
with, him or them, without stating 
arjy of the names of such other per- 
sons. 

And with regard to frauds com- 
mitted against partners and joint 
owners, be it enacted, that in any in- 
dictment for any felony or misde- 
meanor committed with intent to 
defraud any partners pr joint owners, 
it shall be sufficient to allege that 
the act was committed with- intent 
to defraud any one or more of the 
partners or joint owners named in 
the indictment, ' and other persons 
bemg partners or joint owners with 
him or them, without stating any of 
the names of such other persons, 
i Arid ^ with respect to property be- 
^hging to counties, ridings, and 
divisions, be it, enacted, that in any 
Indic.tnient for any felony or mis- 
demeanor committed on or with rc- 
•spect to any goods, chattels, furni- 
ture, provisipns, clothes, tools, uten- 
sils, materials, or things, whatsoever, 
which have been or at any (ime sliall 
be provided for or ^at the expense of 
any county, riding, or division, to be 
used in any Court, Gaol,^ House of 
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Correction, or other building dr placp, 
or in any part thereof respectively, 
or to be used for the making, alter- 
ing, or repairing any bridge, it shall 
be sufficient to ayer that any such 
things are the property of the inha- 
bitants of such county, riding, or di- 
vision, without specifying the names 
of any of such inhabitants. 

And with respect to property be- 
longing to parishes, townships, and 
hamlets, be it enacted^ that in any 
indictment for any felony or misde- 
meanor committed on or with re- 
spect to any goods, chattel^, furniture, 
provisions, clothes, tpols, utensils, 
materials, or things whatsoever, 
which have been or at any time shall 
he provided for the use of-the poor of 
any parish or parishes, township or 
townships, hamlet or hamlets, place 
or places, or to be psed in any work- 
house in or belonging to the same, 
or by the master or mistress of such 
workhouse, or by any workmen or 
servants employed therein, it shall 
be sufficient to aver that any such 
things are the property of the over- 
seers of the poor for, the time being 
of such parish or parishes, township 
or townships, hamlet or hamlets, 
place or places, without specifying 
the names of all.pr any of such over- 
seers ; and in any indictment for any 
felony or misdemeanor committed on 
or with respect to any materials, 
tools, or implements, which have 
been or shall be provided for making, 
altering, or repairing any high way 
(not being a turnpike road) within 
any parish, township, hamlet, or 
place, it shall be sufficient to aver, 
that any such things are the propei ty 
of the surveyor or surveyors of the 
highways for the time being of such 
parish, township, hamlet, pr place, 
without specifying the name or 
names of any such surveyor or sur- 
veyors. - . 

And with respect to. property be- 
longing to turnpike trusts, be it 
enacted, that in x any indictment for! 
any felony or misdemeanor com- 
mitted on or with respect to any toil- 
gate, tollhouse, weighing-machine. 


Digitized by 



MB'*' Mr; Teel's Bill. n ltfl 


Of other erection or building, lamp, 
bat, toll-board, direction-board, mile- 
stone, post, rail, fence, or other thing, 
which hath been or shall be erected 
add provided in pursuance of an Act 
of Parliament for making any turn- 
pike road, or any of the conveniences 
of appurtenances thereunto respec- 
tively belonging, or any materials, 
tools, or implements, which have 
been or shall be provided for making, 
altering, or repairing any such road, 
it shall he sufficient to aver that any 
such things are the property of the 
trustees, or commissioners of such- 
road, without specifying the names 
of any of such trustees or commis* 
sioners. 

And that 'the punishment of of- 
fenders may be less frequently inter- 
rupted by undue attention to techni 
cal niceties, be it enacted, that no 
judgment upon any indictment or 
information for any felony or mis- 
demeanor, whether after verdict or 
outlawry, or by confession or by de- 
fault, shall be stayed or reversed for 
want of the averment of any matter 
unnecessary to be proved, nor for 
want of an addition, nor on account 
of an improper, imperfect, or in- 
sufficient 1 addition to the natne of 
the defendant, nor for want of and 
profert, nor for the omission of. the 
words “ as appears by the record,” 
or of the words t( with force any 
arms,” or of the words “ against the 
peace,” or of words of the like im- 
port with any of the foregoing words, 
nor for the insertion of the words 
“ against the- form of the statute,” 
instead of the words “ against the 
form of the statutes,” or vice versa , 
nor for that any person or persons 
mentioned in the indictment or in- 
formation is or are designated by a 
name of office, or other descriptive 
appellation, instead of his, her, or 
their proper name or names, nor for 
omitting to state the time at which 
the offence was committed, or stating 
the time imperfectly, or stating the 
offence to have been committed on a 
day subsequent to the finding of the 
indictment or exhibiting the infor- 


mation, or on an impossible- ddy, ©r 
on a day that never happened, nor 
for want of a proper or perfect venue, 
provided the offence shall appear by 
the indictment or information to 
have been laid in the proper county.* 

And be it further enacted, that no* 
judgment after” verdict upon any in- 
dictment or information for any 
felony or misdemeanor, shall be 
stayed or reversed for want of a. 
similiter , nor by reason that the jury 
process has been awarded to a wrong 
officer upon an insufficient sugges- 
tion, nor for any misnomer or mis- 
description of the officer returning 
such process, or of any of the jurors, 
nor because any person has served 
upon the jury who has not been re* 
turned as a juror by the Sheriff for 
other officer; and that where the 
offence charged has been created by 
any statute, or excluded from the 
benefit of clergy by any statute, the 
indictment or^information shall be 
held sufficient if it describe the of- 
fence in the words of the statute. 

And with regard to the payment 
of the expenses of prosecutions for 
felony, be it enacted, that the Court 
before which any person shall be 
prosecuted or tried for any felony, is 
hereby authorized and empowered, 
at the request of the prosecutor, or of 
any other person, who shall appear 
on recognizance or subpoena to pro- 
secute or give evidence against any 
person accused of any felony , to order 
the Treasurer of the county, ' riding 
or division, in which the offence shall 
have been committed, to pay unto 
the prosecutor the costs and expenses 
which such prosecutor shall incur in 
preferring the indictment, and also 
to pay to the prosecutor and witnesses 
for the prosecution, such sums of 
money as to the Court shall seem 
reasonable and sufficient to reim- 
burse such prosecutor and witnesses 
for the expenses they -shall have 
severally incurred in attending be- 
fore the examining magistrate or 
magistrates and the Grand Jury, and 
in otherwise carrying on such prose- 
cution, and also to compensate them 
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for their trouble and loss of time 
therein ; • apd, although no bill of in- 
dictment beprefcrred, it shall still be 
lawful for the Court, where any per- 
son shall, in the opinion of the Court 
bona fide have attended the Court, in 
obedience to any such recognizance 1 
or subpoena, to order the Treasurer j 
of the county, riding or division, in ! 
which the offence shall have been 
committed, or shall be supposed to 
have been committed, to pay unto 
such person such sum of money as 
to the Court shall seem reasonable 
and sufficient to reimburse such per- 
son for the expenses which lie or she 
shall have bona fide incurred by rea- 
son of attending before the examin- 
ing magistrate or magistrates, and 
by reason of such recognizance or 
subpoena, and also to’ compensate 
such person for trouble and loss of 
time ; and the amount of the expenses 
of attending before the examining 
.magistrate or magistrates, and the 
compensation for trouble and loss of 
. time therein shall be ascertained by 
the certificate of such magistrate or 
magistrates, granted before the trial 
or attendance in Court, if such ma- 
gistrate or magistrates shall think fit 
to grant the same ; and the amount 
of the other expenses and compensa- 1 
. tion shall be ascertained by the pro- 1 
per officer of the Court.. | 

. And be it further enacted, that 
•every order for payment to any pro r 
: secutor or other person as aforesaid, 
shall be forthwith made out and de- 
; leered by the proper officer of the 
Court, unto such prosecutor or other 
person, upon being paid for the same 
- the sum of one shilling and no more ; 
.-•and the Treasurer of the county, rid- 
ing, or division, is hereby authorized 
and required, upon skht of every 
such order, forthwith to pay to the 
person named therein, or to any one 
duly authorized to receive the same 
on his or her behalf, the money in 
such order mentioned, and shall be 
allowed the same in his accounts. 

And whereas by the law, as it now 
• Stands, no Court has power to order 
payment of .the expenses of any pro- 


secution Tor a misdemeanor, and 
many individuals are deterred by the 
expense from prosecuting persons 
guilty of misdemeanors, who thereby 
escape the punishment due to their 
offences; for remedy thereof, be it 
enacted, that where any prosecutor 
or other person • shall appear before 
any Court on recognizance or sub- 
poena, or where, in the case of an in- 
dictment removed by certiorari at the 
instance of any defendant, any pro- 
secutor shall appear without recog- 
nizance or subpoena, or any other 
person shall appear on subpoena, to 
prosecute or give evidence against 
any person accused of any assault 
with intent to commit felony, of any 
attempt to commit felony, of any riot, 
of any misdemeanor for receiving any 
stolen property, knowing the same to 
have been stolen, of any assault on a 
peace officer in the execution of his 
duty, or upon any person being in aid 
of such officer, of any neglect' of duty 
as a peace officer, of any assault com- 
mitted in pursuance of any conspi- 
racy to raise the rate of wages, pf 
uttering counterfeit money, knowing 
the same to be counterfeit, Qf know- 
ingly and designedly obtaining aqy 
property by false pretences, of keep- 
ing a common gaming-house, a com- 
mon bawdy-house, or a common ill- 
governed or disorderly hoqse, of 
wilful and indecent exposure of the 
person, of wilful and corrupt perjury. 

Or of subornation of perjury, every 
such Court, in any of the cases afore- 
said, is hereby authorized and em- * 
powered to order payment of the 
costs and expenses of the prosecutor 
and witnesses for the prosecution, to- 
gether with a.compensaUon for their 
trouble and loss of time, in the satrl€T 
manner as Courts are hereinbefore 
authorized and empowered to order 
the same in cases of felony ; and, al- 
though no Bill of indictment be pre- v 
ferred, it shall still he lawful for the 
Court, where any person shall have 
bona fide attended the Court in obe- 
dience to any recognizance or sub, 
poena, in any of the cases aforesaid, 
to order payment of the expenses 
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of such person, together with a com- 
pensation for his or her trouble and 
x loss of time, in the saine manner as 
in Cases of felony; provided that, in 
Cases of misdemeanor, the power of 
Ordering the paymentof expenses and 
compensation shall not extend to the 
attendance before the examining 
'magistrate; and eyery order for pay- 
ment in any of the cases aforesaid, 
- shall be forthwith made out and de- 
livered, by the proper officer of the 
Court, to prosecutors and other per- 
sons with ~ the' same payment, and 
v shall be paid by and allowed to the 
Treasurer of the county, riding, or 
division, in the same manner as 
similar orders are made out, deliver- 
ed, paid, and allowed, in cases of 
felony. 

And whereas felonies and such 
misdemeanors as are hereinbefore 
enumerated, may be committed in 
liberties, franchises, cities, towns, 

' and places, which do not contribute 
to the payment of any County Rate, 
some of which raise a rate in the 
hature of a County Rate, and othefs 
have neither any such rate, nor any 
fund applicable to similar purposes, 
and it is just that such liberties, fran- 
chises, cities, towns, and places, 

' should be charged with all costs, ex- 
penses, and compensations, ordered 
Dy virtue of this Act, in respect of 
felohies and such misdemeanors com- 
mitted therein respectively, be it 
•therefore en&cted, that all sums di- 
rected to be paid by Virtue of this 
Act, in respect of felonies, and of 
such misdemeanors as aforesaid, 
committed, or Supposed to have been 
committed in such liberties, fran- 
chises, cities, towns, ami places, shall 
be paid oiit of the rate, in the nature 
of a County Rate, where there is 
such a rate, by the Treasurer or other 
O^tcer having the collection or dis- 
- bursement ot such rate ; and where 
. there is no such rate in such liberties, 
franchises, cities, towns, or places, 
shall be paid by the Overseers of the 
-.Poor, of the parish, township, or pre- 
cinct therein, where the offence was 
committed, or supposed to havebeen 


committed, out of the rate IcvifedTor 
the relief of the poor of such parish, 
township, or precinct; and the order 
of it shall, in Overy such case, be di- 
rected to such Treasurer, Officers, or 
Overseers respectively; instead of the 
Treasurer of the county, ridirig* or 
divistop, as the case mky require. 

And for the better regulafton*of 
costs and expenses in the cases afore- 
said, be it enacted, that it shall be 
lawful for the Justices of the Peace 
of any county, riding, or division, Or 
of any liberty, franchise, city, town, 
or place chargeable with costs ami 
expenses under the provision afore- 
said, irt Quarter Sessions assembled, 
to establish, and from time to time 
to alter such regulations as to any 
costs and expenses thereafter to be 
allows by virtue of this .Act, for 
better executing the intent thereof, 
and for preventing unnecessary ex- 
pense as to them snail seem just and 
reasonable ; which regulations hav- 
ing received the approbation and sig- 
nature of one Justice of Gaol De- 
livery, dr of Great Sessions, for the 
county wherein any such regulations 
shall have been established, shall be 
binding on all persons whatsoever. 

And, for enabling the High Court 
of Admiralty to order tlys payment 
of the costs and expenses of prose- 
cutors and witnesses, and ‘Compenso- 
tion for their trouble and loss of time, 
in cases in which other Courts have 
a like power under this Act, belt 
enacted, that it shall be law fill for the 
Judge of the said Court of Admiral- 
ty, in every case of felony, and In 
every case of misdemeanor, of the 
denominations hereinbefore enume- 
rated, committed upon the high seas, 
to order the assistant to the Counsel 
for the affairs of the Admiralty and 
Navy to j»y such* costs, expenses, 
and compensation, to prosecutorsaod 
witnesses, in like manner as other 
Courts may order the Treasurers of 
the County to pay* the same; and 
such assistant is hereby authorized 
ami required, upon sight- of every 
such* order, forthwith to pay the per- 
son named therein, or to *an y o*e 
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duly authorized to receive the same 
dn: his or her behalf the money in 
such order mentioned, and shall be 
allowed the same in his accounts. 

And whereas by the law, as it now 
stands, the power of remunerating 
persons; who have been active in the 
apprehension Of offenders is limited 
to veiy.few cases, and it is expedient 
that the same should be extended to 
other cases equally affecting the 
security of life and property; be it 
therefore enacted* that where any 
person shall appear to any Court of 
Oyer and Terminer, gaol delivery, 
superior criminal court of a county 
palatine, or court of great sessions, 
tothave been active in or towards the 
apprehension of 2ny person charged 
with murder, or with feloniously and 
maliciously shooting at or attempt- 
ing t6 discharge any kind of loaded 
fire arms at, or stabbing, cutting or 
poisoning uqy other person, or with 
administering any thing to procure 
the miscarriage of any woman, or 
with anyburglary or felonious house- 
breaking, or with arson, or with rape, 
or wife robbery , on the person, or 
with borse-stealing, -or with stealing 
or killing, with intent to steal any 
sheep or other cattle, or with feloni- 
ously and maliciously destroying or 
in any wise damaging any loo m,fr ante, 
machine, engine, rack, tool, tackle* 
utensil, instrument or implement 
used in manufacturing any woollen, 
silk, linen or cotton goods, or any 
goods of any one or morfc of those 
Hifiteriala mixed with each other, 
or mixed with any- other material* 
or with being accessory before 
the feet to any . of . the offences 
herein before respectively mention- 
ed, or wkh receiving any stolen pro- 
perty knowing the same to have been 
stolen, -revery such Court is hereby 
authorized and empowered, in any of 
dte. cases aforesaid, to order the 
Sheriff of the county in which the 
rifenceshall have been committed, 
tapay to the person or persons who 
shill appear, to the Court, to have been 
•rtfee in or towards the apprehension 
& uxp-pertwi charged.with any of the 


said offences, such sum or sums of 
money as to the Court shall seem 
reasonable and sufficient to, cvmpem* 
sate such person or persons for his or 
their expenses , exertions , and loss qfi 
lime in cr towards such apprehension ; 
and where any person shall appear = 
to any Court of Sessions of the Peace* 
to have been active in or towards! the 
apprehension of any party charged 
with receiving stolen property, know* 
ing the same to have been stolen, 
such Court shall have power to order 
compensation to such person, in the 
sam e manner as the dthe r Gou r ts here- 
inbefore mentioned: provided always* 
that nothing herein contained shall 
prevent any^ of the said Courts from 
also allowing to any such persons, if 
prosecutors or witnesses, such costs, 
expenses, and compensation, as 
Courts are by this Act empowered 
to allow prosecutors and witnesses res- 
pectively. 

And be it further enacted, that 
every order for payment to arty per- 
son, in respect of such apprehension; 
as aforesaid, shall be forthwith made 
out and delivered by the proper Offi- 
cer of the Court unto such person, 
upon being paid for the same the 
sum of one shilling and no more ;: 
and the Sheriff of the County foe the 
time being is hereby authorized and 
Required, upon sight of such order* 
forthwith to pay to such person, or 
to any one duly authorized on his or 
her behalf the money in such order 
mentioned ; and every such Sheriff 
shall and may immediately apply for 
repayment of the same to the Commis- 
sioners of his Majesty s Treasury , who, 
upon inspecting such order, together 
with the acquittance of the person^ 
entitled to receive fee money thereon, 
shall forthwith order repayment to, 
i he Sheriff of fee money so by him 
paid, without any fee or reward whafe-. 
soever. ' 

And be it further enacted, featifc 
auy man shall happen, to be killed ta* 
endeavouring to apprehend any per- 
son who shall be charged with: aajr 
of fee.offeiiceshei^hefet^edasfcineo^ 
tioned, it shall b# lawfol for fee 
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Court, before whom such person 
shall be tried, toorder the Sheriff of 
the County to ptiy to th? widow of the 
man so killed, in case he shall have 
been married, or to His child or chil- 
dren, in case his wife shall be dead, 
or to his father or mother , in case he 
shall have left neither wife nor child, 
such sum of money as to the Court 
in its discretion shall seem meet; 
and the order for payment of such 
money shall be made out and deliver- 
ed by the proper Officer of the Court, 
unto the party entitled to receive the 
same, or unto sofne one on his or her 
behalf, to be named in such order bv, 
the direction of the Court ; and every 
such order shall be paid by and re- 
aid to the Sheriff, in the manner 
ereinbefore mentioned. 

And whereas the pradtice of in- 
discriminately estreating • recogniz- 
ances for the appearance of persons 
to prosecute dr give evidence, or tp 
answer for a common assault, has 
been foynd, in many cases, produc- 
tive of hardship to persons who have 
entered into the same ; be it there- 
fore enacted, that in every case where 
any person bound by recognizance 
forjris or her appearance, or for the 
appearance of any other person, in 
any Court, to prosecute or give evi- 
dence in any case of felony or misde- 
meanor, or to answer for any com- 
mon assault, shall therein make de- 
fault, - the Officer of the Court by 
whom the estreat-s are made out, 
shall and is hereby required to pre- 
pare a list in writing, specifying the 
name of every person so making de- 
fault, and the nature of the offence 
in respect of which every such per- 
son was bound to appear, together 
with the residence, trade, profession, 
or calling of every such person, and 
shall in such list distinguish the prin- 
cipals from the sureties, and shall 
stale the cause, it known, why every 
such person has not appeared, and 
whether by reason of the non-appear- 
ance of such person the ends of jus- 
tice have been defeated or delayed ; 
bnd every such Officer shall and is 
hereby required, before any such re- 


cognizance shall be estreated, to lay 
such list, if at a Court of Oyer and 
Terminer, or Gaol Delivery, or at a 
Court of Great Sessions, or at one of 
the Superior Courts of the Counties 
Palatine, before one of the Justices 
of those Courts, respectively ; if at a 
Court wherein a Recorder or other 
Corporate Officer is the Judge, or one 
of the Judges, before such Recorder 
or other Corporate Officer ; and if at 
a Session of the Peace, before the 
Chairman or two other Justices of 
the Peace who shall have attended 
such Court, who are respectively au- 
thorized and required to examine 
such list, and to make such order 
touching the estreating or putting in 
process of any such' recognizance, as 
shall appear to them respectively to 
he just ; and it shall not be lawful for 
the officer of any Court to estreat or 
| pu t in process any such recognizance, 
witnout the written order 0 ? the Jus- 
tice, Recorder, Corporate Officer, 
Chairman, or Justices of the Peace, 
before whom respectively such list 
shall have been laid. 

And be it further enacted, that 
from and after the commencement 
of this Act, so much of a Statute 
made at Westminster, in the third 
year of the reign of King Edward the 
First, as provides what prisoners 
.shall not be replevisable, and what 
shall be so; and so much of a Sta- 
tute made in the twenty-third year 
of the reign of King Henry the 
Sixth, as relates to Sheriffs and other 
Officers and Ministers therein men- 
tioned, letting out of prispn upon 
sureties any person in custqdy upon 
indictment ; and so much of an Act 
passed m the third year of the reign 
of King Henry,, the Seventh, intitu- 
led, “ An Actnthat Justices of the 
Peace, may tak6 bail,” as relates to 
bail or mainprize : andartAct passed 
in the twenty-fifth year of the reign 
of King, Henry the Eighth, intituled, 
“ An Act for standing mule and 
peremptorily Challenge • and so 
much of an Act passed in the thirty- 
second year of the same reign, inti- 
tuled, “ For the Continuation ' of 
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Acts,”, as perpetuates the said last- 
mentioned Act; and so much of an 
Act passed in the second and third 
years of the reign of King Edward 
the Sixth, intituled, “ An Act for the 
trial of murders and felonies in seve- 
ral counties/ 7 as - relates to Accessa- 
ries; and an Act passed in the fifth 
pd sixth years of the same reign, 
intituled, “ An Act to take away the 
Benefit of Clergy from such as rob 
in one Shire and fly into another ;” 
and an Act passed }n the first and 
second years of the reign of King 
Philip and Queen Mary, intituled, 
“ An Act appointing an order to J us- 
tices of the Peace for the Bailment 
of Prisoners ;” and an Act passed in 
the second and third years of, the 
same reign, intituled, “ An Act to 
take Examination of Prisoners sus- 
pected of Manslaughter or Felony ;” 
and an Act passed in the fourth 
and fifth years of the same reign, 
intituled, “ An Apt that Accessaries 
in jMurder and divers Felonies shall 
not have the Benefit of Clergy;” and 
an Act passed in the third year 
of the reign of King William and 
Queen Mary, intituled, “ An Act to 
take away Clergy from some Offend- 
ers, and to bring others to punish- 
ment,” except so far as relates to the 
benefit thereby given to women con- 
victed of any clergyable felony, and 
to the certificates therein mentioned; 
and an Act passed in the fourth year 
of the same reign, intituled, “ An 
Act for encouraging the apprehend- 
ing of Highwaymen : ” and an Act 
passed in the tenth and eleventh 
years of the reign of King William, 
intituled, “An Act for ^the better 
apprehending, prosecuting, and 
punishing of Felons, that commit 
Burglary, Housebreaking, or Rob- 
bery in Shops, Warehouses, Coach- 
houses, or. Stables, or that steal 
Horses/’ except so far as relates to 
discharging recognizances and draw- 
ing indictments ; and so much of an 
Act passed in the first year of the 
reign of Queen Anne, intituled “ An 
Act for punishing of Accessaries to 
Felonies and Receivers of Stolen 


Goods, and to prevent the wilful 
burning and destroying of Ships/ 7 as 
relates to accessaries; and an Act 
passed in* the sixth year of the same 
reign, intituled, “An Act for the 
encouraging the discovery and ap- 
prehending of Housebreakers/ 7 ex- 
cept the special provision affebting 
the Sheriffs and Under Sheriffs of 
Londog and Middlesex ; and an Act 
passed in the sixth year of the reign 
of King George the First, intituled, 
“ An Act for the further preventing 
Robbery, Burglary, and other Felo- 
nies, and for the more effectual 
Transportation of Felons;” and so 
n\uch of an Act passed in the twenty-, 
fifth year of the reign of King George 
the Second, intituled, “ An Act for 
the bitter preventing .Thefts and 
Robberies, and for regulating Places 
of Public Entertainments, and punish- 
ing* Persons keeping Disorderly 
Houses,” as relates to' payments to 
prosecutors in cases of felony ; and 
so much of an Act passed in the 
twenty-seventh year of the same 
reign, intituled, “ An Act for the 
better securing to Constables and 
others the Expenses of convey- 
ing offenders to Gaol, and for allow- 
irlg the charges of poor persons 
bound to give evidence against Fe- 
, Ions,” as relates to the allowance of 
compensation to poor persons ap- 
pearing. on recognizance to give evi- 
dence against any one accused of 
felony; and so much of an Act 
passed in the eighteenth year of the 
1 reign of King George the Third, in- 
tituled, “ An Act ter the Payment 
of Costs to Parties on Complaints 
determined before Justices of the 
Peace out of Sessions for the Pay- 
ment of the Charges of Constables 
in certain cases, and for .the more 
effectual payment of Charges to Wit- 
nesses and Prosecutors of any lar- 
ceny or other felony,” as relates to 
payments and allowances to prose- 
cutors^and other persons appearing 
on recognizance, or subpoena to give 
evidence as. to any felony, and to 
rules and regulations touching the 
costs and charges to be allowed 
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to such prosecutors and persons iwnd 
so much of an Act passed in the 
forty*third year of the same reign* 
intituled, *‘-An Act' for remedying 
certainUlefects in the laws relative to 
the building and repairing of county 
bridges and other works maintained 
at the expense of the inhabitants of 
counties in England," as relates to 
laying property in the Surveyor of 
county bridges in any indictment; 
and so much of an Act passed in the 
same year, for providing, amongst 
, other things, for tire more convenient 
trial -of accessaries in felonies, as re- 
lates to the trial of accessaries, -ex- 
cept the special provisions therein 
contained as to accessaries before the 
fact in murder; and an Act passed 
in the fifty-sixth year of the same 
reign, intituled “ An Act foF removing 
Difficulties in the .Conviction of Of- 
fenders stealing Property from 
Mines ;” and an Act passed in the 
fifty-eighth year of the same reign, 
intituled; “ An Act for repealing such 
Parts of several Acts as allow pecu- 
niary and other Rewards upflh the 
* Conviction of Persons for Highway, 
Robbery and other Crimes and Of- 
fences, and i'or facilitating the means 
of prosecuting Persons accused of 
Felony and other offences, except so 
much thereof as relates to disorderly 
Houses;” and an Act passed in the 
fifty-ninth year of the same reign, 
intituled, * Ail Act to facilitate the 
Trial of Felonies committed on board 
vessels employed on canals, 'nuvit 
gable rivets, and inland naviga- 
tions;” and another Act passed in 
the same year, intituled, “ An 
Act to facilitate the Trials of Fe- 
lonies committed on stage coaches 
and stage wagons, and other such 
carriages, and of Felonies committed 
m,the boundaries of Counties;” 
and an Act passed in the first year 
of his present Majesty’s reign, for 
making general the provisions of the 
said recited Act ot the fifty-sixth 
year of the reign of King George 
the Tbird ; and so much of an Aet 
passed in the third year of the pre- 
sent reign* intituled, ** An Aet tor 


amend the GefterfeT IaWs now 
being for regulating Turnpike Rofeds 
in that part of Great Btitainc&Hed 
England,” as relates to stating in 
any indictment any articles to be the 
property of the Clerk to the Trustees • 
or Commissioners as therein men- 
tioned ; and an Act passed in ; the 
sixth year of the present reign, in- 
tituled, " An Act to amend two Acts 
for removing Difficulties in the Con* 
viction of Offenders * stealing Pro- 
perty in,Mines*and from Corporate 
Bodies*” shall be, and the same are 
hereby Repealed* except so far as 
any of the said Acts may relate to 
Scotland or Ireland, or may repeal, 
the whole or any part of 1 any other 
Acts, and except as to offences com* 
mitted before the passing of this* Act,- 
which shall be dealt with and pu- 
nished as if this Act had not been 
passed. 


Resolutions of a Meeting, heldi 
at the Freemason’s Tavern, and; 
by adjournment, in Lincoln’s, Inn 
Fields, on, the Sth February, 
1826; Sir Thomas B. Beevob, 
Bart, in the Chair. 

Resolved, 1. That kis the opinion 
of this Meeting, that it would be 
beneficial to the country if Mr. Cob* 
bett were a Member of the Com* 
mens* House of Parliament; and 
that it is, therefore, the opinion of 
this Meeting, that there ought lobe 
raised by public subscription a sum 
•f money sufficient for defraying 
any expenses that may become ne- 
cessary for the accomplishment of 
that object. 

2. That Sir Thomas Beeyor, Bart.* 
he the Treasurer of such subscript 
tien. 

3. That the subscriptions be paid 
to the Treasurer, or to a person autho- 
rized by him to receive subscriptions* 
at the Office of the Register, No* 183,- 
Fleet-street, London. 

4. That each subscriber shall, art 
the time of paying his subscriptieo* 
receive a -receipt for thesame, inrthe 
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following fbntf ‘^Received of A. B. 
<*the sum of . as 

subscription towards defraying 
“apy expenses that may arise from 
“ any steps that may be taken for 
a the purpose of obtaining a return 
11 of Mr* Gobbett to serve in parlia- 
“roent.” 

5. That, if it should so happen 
that there be not raised a sum suf- 
ficient to warrant an attempt to ef- 
fect the object in view, then, in the 
space of ten days after the close of 
the next general election, each and 
every subscriber shall* upon present- 
ing, or causing to be presented, his 
aforesaid receipt to the Treasurer, or 
other person appointed for the pur- 
pose, receive the whole amount of 
the sum stated in the said receipt; 
without any deduction whatsoever* 

6. That if any attempt be made, 
and foil, or if it succeed and if, in 
either case, there be a surplus re- 
maining in the hands of the Trea- 
surer, then the whole of such sur- 
plus shall, at the end of fifty days 
after the close of the next general 
election, be, in the manner above- 
mentioned, returned to the sub- 
scribers, in proportion to the sums 
that they may respectively have sub- 
scribed : and, in order that the sub- 
scribers may be duly apprized^' the 
share of surplus doe to each, the 
Committee (here below named) 
shall cause notice to be publicly 
given of the amount of such- surplus, 
mid of the tithe for repaying- it to 
the subscribers, -upon their producing 
their afore-mentioned receipts. But, 
in Order that there may be a limit to 
the business of the Committee and 
the Treasurer, it is understood that, 
m this case, as well as in that men- 
tioned in Resolution 5, if the sub- 
scriber do not make his demand 
within three months , or ninety-three 
days r after thetimes above specified, 
the Committee shall be at liberty to 
dispose of the unclaimed subscript 
hons in. that way which they^ may 
wan; most proper, consulting, in 
this respect, as far as may be practi- 
cably the wishes of the subscribers; 

T, That each and every subscriber 


may subscribe in his- own* name; in 
any other name, or under any motto 
or designation that lie .may' choose, 
and thathis receipt, when produced 
(either by him or by any holder erf 
it) shall be as valid as ifgiven to him 
under his own name. 

8. That Sir Thomas Beevor, Bare, 
Joseph Martin, Esq.,- of Lincoln^ 
Inn, Peter Walker, Esq., of Worth, 
Sussex,, William Withers, jun. Esq., 
of Holt, Norfolk, and William Pal- 
^rner, Esq., : of Bollitree, Hereford- 
shire, be a Committee for deciding 
upon, and for carrying into execu-^ 
tion all the measures necessary for* 
effecting the several purposes above- 
mentioned, and that their order, or 
thatofany three Of them, shall be to 
the Treasurer his sufficient warrant 
for disposing of any sums of money, 
that he may receive on account of 
the said subscription. 

The Committee hereby autho- 
rize the following gentlemen to 
collect subscriptions for the above 
purpose. 

Mr. William Palmer, (one of 
the Committee) Bollitree Coo- 
tie, Herefordshire. 

Mr. William Budd, clerk of the 
Peace, Newbury, Berks. 

Mr. Thomas Smith, bookseller, 
Liverpool. 

Mr. C. M. Riley, Westgate, 
Wakefield, Yorkshire. 

Mr.'Ri chard Iles and Messrs. J. 
and S. Yines, Fairford, Glou- 
cestershire. 

Mr. John Forster, Knaresbo- 
rbugh, Yorkshire. 

Mr. W. P. SUirley, Sutton- Va- 
lence, Kent. 

Mr. Wm. Birchinall, Bury St 
Edmunds, Suffolk. : 

Mr. Frederick JoNEs^ Bristol. 

Mr. Besley, News-Office, Exe- 
ter. 

Mr. John Wood, Wettersham, 
Kent. 

Mr.JoHN Drakard, News-Office, 
Stamford, Lincolnshire. 
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Mr. Geo* Wright, bookseller, 
back of the Inns, Norwich. 

Mr. James Barling, Fisher ton, 
Salisbury. 

Mr. William Flower, Straw- 
hat Manufacturer, Eastbourne, 
Sussex. 

Mr. C. W. Hayward, Queen- 
street, Sheffield, Yorkshire. 

Mr. Wroe, Bookseller, Man- 
chester. 

Mr. Mann, Bookseller, Leeds. 
Mr. Joseph Russell, Moore- 
street, Birmingham. 

Mr. Goodere, Register- Office, 
No. 24, George-street, Brighton. 
Mr. Dale, Register-Office, Win- 
chester. 

Mr. Cosens, Bookseller, Bristol. 
Mr. Hickling, Bookseller, Co- 
ventry. ' 

Mr. Samuel Clarke, East-street, 

’ Havant, Hants. 

• Abel Hallowell, Manchester- 

street, Huddersfield. 

• Doctor Minoch, Hurst, near 

Twyford, Berks. 

Mr. J. Jackson, Hull. 

Mr. StaunTon, Morning Regis- 
r ter Office, Dublin. 

Gentlemen in the country, who 
are willing to take upon them- 
selves the trouble of collecting, 
are requested to send their names 
and addresses, to Sir T. Beevor, 
or to Mr. Cobbelt, 183, Fleet 
Street ; and they will be so good 
^as to provide themselves with 
stamped receipts, agreeably to 
the Resolutions. The cost of 
these they can, of course, deduct 
from the subscriptions they may 
receive. ( , 

The Committee for managing 
the Subscription for procuring 
Mr. Cobbett’s return to serve in 
’ parliament will meet at No. 183, 
Fleet-street, on the first day of 
4 every Month, between the hours 


of ten and two, for the purpose 
of transacting business con- 
nected with the object they have 
in view. The Committee, there- 
fore, request that (Jiose Gentle- 
men who have been appointed to 
receive Subscriptions, as well as 
those who may have undertaken 
to make Collections among their 
immediate neighbours, will trans- 
mit the amount of their respective 
Collections, three days before the 
time of Meeting, directed to the 
Treasurer at Fleet-street, at his 
own residence, Hayham, near 
Attleborough, Norfolk,, or Mr. 
Geo. Wright, Printer, Norwich, 
postpaid, (the expense of postage 
to be deducted, if thought neces- 
sary, from the-sum so sent.) The 
Treasurer will attend in Fleet- 
street, during the day, to7receive 
the Subscriptions of such Gentle- 
men in London, and its vicinity, as 
may prefer paying them to' him in 
person. The receipt of the seve- 
ral Collections will be acknow- 
ledged in the Register of the week 
following. 

* 6th April 1826. 

. The Committee, met at Fleet- 
Street this day, beg to acknow- 
ledge the receipt of 'Subscriptions 
from the following places; from 

Birmingham by Mr. Joseph 
Russell. 

Sutton— by Mr. W.P. Shirley. 

Fairfoyd — by Mr. Richard lies. 

Coventry — by Mr. Hickling. 

Bnngay — by Mr. Robert Childsu 

Norwich and Norfolk — -by Wm. 

* Withers, Esq., and Mr. Geo. 

. Wright. : 

Bristol — by Mr. F. Jones. 

Stamford — by Mr. John Drakard. 

Bury — by Mn Cobbing. 

Stowmarket— by Mr. Gudgeon. 

Tho. B. Beevor, 

Chanman. 
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MARKETS. 

Average Prices, of CORN through- 
out England, for the week end- 
ing March 25. 


Per Quarter . 
s . d d. 
Wheat . . 55 1 I Rye*. ^ . . 35 1 
Barley . . SO 5 Beans ... 34 2 


Oats .... 22 7 I Pease ... 37 10 

iotal Quantity of Corn returned as 
Sold in the Maritime Districts, for 
the Week ended March 25. 

Qrs. Qrs. 

Wheat . . 35,023 I Rye .... 371 

Barley . . 24,522 Beans ; . . 4,576 
Oats . . . 29,249 | Pease . . . 1,034 

. Corn "Exchange, * Mark Lane. 

Quantities and Prices of British 
Corn, &c. sold and delivered id 
this Market, during the week ended 


Saturday, March 25. . . 

Qrs. , 9 £. g. d. s. d. 

Wheat.. 5,440 for 15,619 18 10 Average, 57 5 

Barley.. 4,2^8 .. 7,071 7 4 ....C 2 11 

Oats.. 10,193 .. 12,944 4 2 .....25 4 

Bye....’ 42 ,. 65 4 9 .31 0 

Beans.. 1,489 ....2,594 3 7... .......35 6 

Pease .. 622 .,..1,178 4 1 „37 10 


Friday, March 31. — The arrivals 
of all descriptions of Grain to this 
day’s market are exceedingly limited. 
Wheat of fine quality is rather dearer, 
and there is a little more trade for 
inferior parcels, at Mbnday’s rates. 
Barley, Beans, Pease, and Oats, are 
becoming scarce, and therefore *an 
advance in price may be anticipated. ’ 
In other Grain there is no alteration. I 


Monday, April 3. — During the 
chief part of last week the ^supplies 
were small, but towards the close 
they accumulated considerably, so 
that the quantities of most kinds of 
Grain were good; and of Oats they 
were large, having many vessels from 
Ireland. This morning there are fair 
quantities of Wheat,- Barley, Beads, 
and Pease, fresh in From Essex, Kent, 
and Suffolk, and several more ships 
from the North, chiefly laden with 
Oats. 

The Factors demanded great ad- 
vances on the prices of Wheat this, 
morning, with which our Millers 
would not comply, and the trade 
therefore became duil, at Is. per 
qr. advance on the superfine samples- 
since this day se’nnightj which is no 
improvement on the terms of Friday 
last, and the trade has closed heavily. 

Barley for Malting may be reported 
Is. per quarter higher, but in other 
sorts no alteration. Dry Beans are 
Is. per qr. dearer, but damp samples 
are nearly unsaleable. Peas, of both 
kinds, remain as last quoted. The 
supply of Oats is large ; but as most 
of our buyers appear disposed to in- 
crease their ; stocks, this article has 
obtained an advance of Is. per qr. on 
the prices of this day se’nnight, but 
this trade has also closed rather hea- 
vily, as the weather is remarkably fine. 
In Flour no alteration. 

Price on board Ship as under* 

.Flour, per sack 53s. — 55*. 

— ■ — Seconds ....... ,48s. — 50s. 1 

North Country . , 42*. — 46s. 
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POTATOES. 

f &PJ TAi|i f tELP 9, per Ton. 

• Ware... .^.>.£8 40 : 5 

Middlings..* ...$ 1& — 3 
Chats.. ....... 2 10 — 0 

*• Common Red, ;0 O 0 


10 

0 

0 

0 


Onions* Os. Orf;— -Qr.'Od. per bush. 


HAY and STRAW, per Load, 

SmithfiHd . — Hay. ,.^65s. to 90s. 

Straw... 36s. to 40s. 
Clover.'. 90s. to tlOs. 


Boroug h, per Ton . 

Ware . . • . £3 0 to 

Middlings 2 10 — 

Chats .1 15 — 

• Common Red. .0 0 — 


5 10 
3 0 
2 5 
0 0 


Whitechapel,— Hay. . . .65s. to 90s. 

Straw... 36s. to 40s. 
Cldvdr . . 84s. to 110s. 


COUNTRY CORN MARKETS. 


Mv the Ouartek, excepting where otherwise named; from Wednesday to 
7 . Saturday last; inclusive. 

t fThe Scotch Markets are the Returns of the Week before. 


Aylesbury ....*• 

Banbury.... •• •• 

Basingstoke .... 

Bridport.. . . . . . 

Chelmsford.... . . . 

Derby 

BeVizes.. . . .... »v 

Dorchester ...... 

Exeter. 

Bye .. .......... 

Guildford ... ..... 

Henley 

' Horncastle • • • • « • 
Huqgerford.... . .. 

Lewes ....... • • ~ 

Newbury ........ 

Northampton. . . ♦ 
_ Nottingham 
Reading . . . . . . •>. 

Stamford.,... .... 

StoWmarket .... 

Swansea ... ... .. 

Truro ........ 

Uxbridge 

Warminster...... 

Winchester f . 

Dalkeith* ...... 

Haddington* .... 


s. to s. rf.1 

56 

66 0 

64 

68 0 

52 

«8 0 

54 

58 0 

52 

70 0 

67 

70 0 

50 

66 0 

48 

64 0 

60 

68 Q 

56 

66 0 

0 

0 0 

64 

75 0 

58 

64 0 

52 

70 0 

52 

64 0 

52 

77 0 

-0 

0 0 

62 

0 0 

58 

74 0 

50 

64 0 

52 

66 0 

62 

0 0 

61 

0.0 

0 

bo 

52 

66 0 

0 

0 0 

21 

*33 0 

27 

34 6 


S. to s. d. 

32 

36 0 

34 

37 6 

30 

35 0 

-23 

0 0 

32 

36 0 

28 

38 0 

30 

38 0 

26 

30 0 

36 

40 1) 

30 

34 0 

0 

o.o 

28 

89 0 

30 

34 0 

24 

33 0 

0 

0 0 

28 

35 0 

0 

0 0 

36 

t) 0 

28 

39 0 

27 

34 6 

26 

34 0 

.36 

0 0 

32 

0 0 

0 

0 0 

28- 

'39 0 

0 

0 0 

20' 

25 0 

23 

290 


s. ta a. d. 
26 30 0 

23 29 0 

24 27 0 

22 26 0 I 

24 32 0 

23 28 0 

23 32 0 
23 28 0 
22 26 0 

24 28 0 

,0 0 0, 

24 32 0 
20 24 0 
20 30 0 

25 0 0 

: 22 32 6 

0 0 0 
.26-. 0 .0 
20 30 0 
2d * 26 '0 
24* 28 0 
20 0 0 
28 0 0 
0 0 0 
20 27 6 
0 Q 0 
•18 23 6 
16 24 0 


8. to ' d. 

36 42 0 
42 48 0 
0 0 0 
48 0 0 

32 35 0 
44 0 

44 -54 0 
f*46 52 0 
* 28 32 0 
1 34 38 0 

0 0 0 

45 53 0 
30 36 0 
41 56 0 

; o or 

40 50 0 • 
0 0 0 

41 0 0 

44 49 0 
38 40 0 
32, 0 0 

0 0 0 
0 0 0 
0 Op 
40 52 0 
0 0 0 
*18 2K0 
16 20 0 


8.’ tO 8. d. 

52 

.53 0 

0 

0 0 

0 

0 0 

0 

do 

36 

38 0 

0 

0 d 

0 

0 0 

0 

0 0 

0 

0 0 

36 

40 0 

Q 

0 Q 

46 

52 Q 

0 

0 0 

0 

d 0. 

0 

0 0 

42 

50 0 

0 

-0 0 

0 

00 

43 

48 0 

0 

0 0 

0 

0 0 

0 

0.0 

0 

0 0 

0 

o 0 

0 

0 0 

0 

0 0 

IS 

21 0 

16 

‘21 0 


* Dalkeith and Haddington are given by the hoU. — TheScotch faW forWheaU ; 
Rye, Pease, and .Beaus, is three per cent, more than 4 bushels.. The boll of 
Barley and Oa.ts x is. about 6 bushels Winchester, Or as 6to & compared with the ■ 
English quarter* _ ' . , . : I 
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Liverpool, March 28.— The supplies of Grain since last Tuesday have 
been very small, owing to unfavourable winds; but from a continued steady 
demand for Wheat and Oats, the imports of the preceding week were 
chiefly takeu off at prices last noted during the post week. The market of 
this day was only thinly attended, and there was but a poor display of sam- 
ples of each description of Grain. In the limited sales effected, an im*. 
provement may be noted on Wheat, of 2 d. to 3d. per 70 lbs. f on Oats, Id. 
per 4a lbs.; and Beans, Malt, and Malting Barley, were each It. per quar- 
ter dearer. 

Imported into Liverpool from the 21st to 27th March, 1826, inclu- 
sive:— Wheat, 1,540 ; Barley, t, 502; Oats, 4,538; Malt, 183; and Beans, 

61 quarters. Flour, 237 sacks, per 280 lbs. Oatmeal, 129 packs, per 240dbs. 

'Norwich, April 1. — The supply of Wheat and Barley to-day was liberal, 
and foe prices for the former 8s. or 4s. perqr. higher, and Is. to 2«. for the 
latter. RedWheat sold from 54s. to 64s. ; White, to 06s. ; Bartley, from 
23s. tbSSs.; 'Oats, 22s. to 25s.; Bearts, 33s. to 36s. ; Pease, 34s. to 88s; per 
qr. ; and Flour, 44s. to 45s. per sack; 

Bristol April 1.— The sales of most kinds of Grain at this place are 
more brisk than they have been for some weeks .past. The rol lowing 
prices are now obtained : — Wheat, from 5s. to 7s. 9 d.; Barley, 3s. to 4s. 9d; 
Oats, 2s. 3d. to 3s. 3d.; Beans, 3s. 3d. to 6s. ; and Malt, 5s. 6d. to 7s. 3d. 
per bushel. Flour, Seconds, 30s. to 45s. per bag. 

Ipswich , April 1 , — Our market to-day was well supplied with Barley and 
Whett, but with few Beans. Prices were full Is. to 2s. per qr. higher 
generally, as follow : — Wheat, 56s. to 65s. ; Barley, 30s. to 38$.; Beans, 
36s. to 38s.; and Pease, 36$. -to 38$. per quarter. 

> Wisbech, April 1.— The supply of Wheat to-day is large, which, with 
Beans, made an advance of 2s. per -quarter.- Gate remain as before. — • 
Red Wheat, 54s. to 60s.; White ditto, 60s, to 62s.-; Oats, 2<&. to 24s.; 
and Beans, SGs.to^JBs. per imperial qr. 

Wakefield , March 3 1 .—We have had a -better supply of Wheat at this 
day’s market than for some time past ; but as the Millers are very bare of 
stock, all the best samples -met a ready 6ale upon much the same terms as 
on this day se’n night. Tlie Barley trade has not been so brisk as last 
week, but nearly as good prices liave been realized for the finest samples. 
Oats are free sale, at 18di to 13|d. per stone for mealing sorts, but fine 
qualities, fit for seed, are in great remiest. Beans sell rCadiiy, at last 
week’s prices, and Malt is held at an advance of 1$. to 2s. per load. Shel- 
ling is scarce, and continues to improye in value; 

Malton, April!.' — Our Corn market foi-all sorts of Grain continues 
nearly the same as it- has for two or three weeks past; 

Manchester, April l.^-The supply ef all -kinds of -Grain into Liverpool 
is small, and from the inland districts we- hav£ scarcely a sample offering. 
There has been a triffmg improvement during- the week, l^ut to-day little ^ 
business has been done. . . 

NevccasHe-on-Tt/tie, April 1.- — We -IkkV a- good supply of Wheat from 
the farmers this morning, but having very little coastwise, the whole was 
readily sold at last week’s-prices. Fine Rye continues in demand. iNorfolk 
malting Barley is saleable, at is. per qr.- advance, hut there is nothing doing 
in other 'sorts, except for grinding purposes, at- 28$. to 25s. per quarter. A 
sale by atictien of Barley under lock, and another of free foreign malting 
Barley are advertised for next week. Malt dull sale. We had a large 
supply of Oats, and last week’s prices were barely maintained. The 
^weather has been very cold all this week, the thermometer seldom stand- 
ing higher than 37 in the shade. 
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COUNT&r CATTLE AKD MEAT MARKETS, &c. 

Norwich Castle Meadow, April 1. — The supply of fat Cattle at market 
this day was very large, and the sale Jfor them quite flat; prices 6s. 6d. to 
7s. per stonfe of 14 lbs. ; it was also plentifully supplied wi$h Store Stock, 
some’ of the Scots were of good quality, and full 4s. per stone,* when fat, 
was 'obtained for the best of them. A few Devons shewn, and remained 
\insold: not a' single lot of Short-Horns: Home-breds, of one and two 
years old, with -Cows and Calves, a very flat sale. 

^ Horncastie, April 1. — Beef, 6s. 6d. to 7s. per stone of 14 lbs. ; Muttop, 
Gd.; Pork, 6d.; and Veal, 8 d. to 9 d. per lb. • m 

- Manchester, March 29.-*^The supply of Cattle to tl>is day’s market was 
pretty fair, but the demand limited; and Beef sold heavily at nearly the. 
last week’s prices, and many remained unsold. Th Sheep, the number was 
rather short, and the demand fully equal to. the supply. 1 ' 

At Morpeth Market, on Wednesday, there was a great supply of Cattle, 
which met with dull sale, at last week’s prices, and part were , left unsold.; 
-there being a short supply of Sheep, .they sold readily,: at ah advance in 
price. — Beef, from 6s. to 6s. 9d.; and Mutton,. 7s. to 8s. 6d. per stone, 
sinking offal. #..*■> 


AVERAGE PRICE OF'CORN, sold in the Maritime Counties of 
, England and Wales, for the Week ended March 25, 1826. 

Wheat. Bafley. Oats . 

s. d. s. d. s.> d . 


London*........,.. . 

...58 

0. 

. . .32 

9.. 

.’.25 

0 

Essex 

...58 

9. 

...31 

7. . 

..25 

4 

Kent , k 

...57 

8. 

...32 

10* . 

.,24 

3 

Sussex. 

. ..54 

8. 

...30 

1.. 

..22 

5 

Suffolk ; 

...54 

8. 

...29 

9.. 

. .25 

10 

Cambridgeshire 

...50 

1. 

...29 

1 .. 

..19 

8 

Norfolk 

...52 

0. 

...27 

0.. 

..24 

1 

Lincolnshire 

...53 

2. 

..,26 

8.. 

..18 

6 

Yorkshire 

...50 

11. 

...27 

6.. 

..18 

9 

Durham 

...54 

5. 

...34 

2.. 

..25 

d 

Northumberland .... 

...52 

7. 

...32 

0.. 

..24 

0 

Cumberland 

...60 

1 . 

...31 

7.. 

..21 

6 

Westmoreland 

...63 

2. 

...37 

0.. 

..24 

‘2 

Lancashire 

...61 

9. 

...39 

11.. 

..25 

10 

Cheshire 

...58 

7. 

...37 

0.. 

..23 

1 

Gloucestershire. ...... 

...59 

11. 

• • .35 

10.. 

..24 

1 

Somersetshire 

...57 

6. 

...32 

9.. 

..20 

7 

Monmouthshire 

...55 

0. 

...36 

9.. 

..22 

8 

Devonshire 

.*.57 

5. 

...30 

0 .. 

..20 

4 

Cornwall 

...59 

10. 

...30 

10.. 

..23 

9 

Dorsetshire 

/. .66 

7. 

...29 

1 .. 

..23 

10 

Hampshire 

...54 

7. 

...30 

6.. 

..24 

7 

North Wales 

...62 

2. 

...35 

6.. 

..18 

0 

South Wales 

...58 

5. 

...30 

0 .. 

..16 

ia 


* The London Average is always thatof the Week preceding* 
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LONDON, SATURDAY, April 15, 1826. [Pric»6d. 



.“ ^ h f| ime wiu come, when their wliole system will shake to its founda- 
u tion. '1 hen, when their now-saucy faces shall be as long as my arm 
" w^en their knees will knock together and their teeth chatter in their 
“ heads. Then shall I, holding these predictions up under their noses 
“ laugh them to scorn. They are now insolent oppressors, and nobody 
“ feels the weight of their scourge more than I do. But, the day of their 
" degradation and of my triumph will come.”— Register, written in Lowe 
Island , 15th July, 1818. ° 



FEAST 

OF THE GRIDIRON. 

TO THE 

Good men of bolton. 


Kensington, 12M April. 1826. 

My Friends, 

I HAVE seen, in the Bolton 
Chronicle, an account of y^iir 
Feast of the Gridiron ; and, surely, 
when we look back to your Peti- 
tion ot J 816 , and also to the im- 
prisonment of Mr. Hayes, merely 
for announcing to you that I had 
arrived at Liverpool in good 
health , none of my friends, in any 
part of the country, can have 
more just grounds for rejoicing 
than you. This, however, is only 
the beginning of our triumphs over 


that fatal system, which has, at 
last, reduced thousands upon 
thousands so nearly to starvation , 
that even the vile wretches, who 
have supported the system and 
calumniated us, now tell us, that 
the poor, in the North, are, in 
some cases, eating horse-Jlesh and 
draff, which latter means the 
husks of the malt , after beer has 
been made from it. Other tri- 
umphs, and of a, much more de- 
cided' character are to come. 

In the meanwhile, let us take 
care to put upon record an ac- 
count of our present rejoicings; 
for, great are the advantages of 
not forgetting. The Register has 
been our book of record. Never 
was there so efficient a weapon 
against folly, imposture, and op*, 
pression. The “ historian ” of the 
Register era will hardly be able 
to lie, though he hold a bribe in 
both his hands, and have a bridle 


E 
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in his mouth. This was very well 
known io those, who thought that 
they had “ extinguished the torch 
for ever ” when they had made it 
so difficult to cause this “ torch ” 
to be seen by the people. 

A very fair account of our 
Feast, in London, has been pub- 
lished in several of the news- 
papers ; bpt, as the report given 
in the Morning Herald appears 
to.metohe the fullest, I shall in- 
sert that, with a few trifling cor- 
rections, wondering that so very 
.few are necessary. Let me, how- 
ever, before I proceed to this in- 
sertion, make a remark or two 
on some circumstances attending 
4his FEAST; and, particularly 
as -to the number of * persons pre- 
sent, and to Mr. Carlile having 
Jbeen one ot thosapersons, which 
last circumstance has become a 
matter of more importance, see- 
ing that you, in holding this Feast, 
r made him one of your tqasts, 
without, I am very certain, your 
* knowing any thing of bis present 
-proceedings. 

' With regard to the number of 
-persons present at the Feast, there 
were, I believe, 250 tickets sold. 

of more ^than 800 ; and, at any 
rate, the room would not have 
conveniently contained any more 
than there were. The price of 
-the dinner ticket (l 2s. 6c?.) was 
high; and, ! requested, that, on 
*io account, there should be any 
4tdvertisement of the Feast, except 
4n the Register itself; I being re- 
solved to owe, in this particular 
tsase, nothing to any Other part of 
the press. As far as we could 
judge, more than two-thirds of 
the company came from the coun- 
try, some from more than two 
hupi^mUes* distance. Certainly 


greater harmony, more unmixed 
satisfaction, never prevailed 
amongst any assemblage of men. 
It was observed by many, that 
they never before heard so many, 
such long -continued, suchjoud 
and such hearty peals of laughter . 
That was just what I wanted. It 
was an occasion for laughter, and 
our friends, who made the arrange- 
ments, very judiciously placed 
this scene of laughter and exul- 
tation (London Tavern) as near as 
possible to the house of the Old 
Lady audio the hell of the Jews 
and Jobbers, When public din- 
ners are to be got up, the usual 
way is, for a parcel of men to 
meet, to agree to take each so 
many tickets; then they call them- 
selves Stewards; these Stewards 
dispose^ of the tickets amongst the 
friends that they can muster, and, 
very frequently, they give them 
away; in, short, they go out to 
the “ highways and hedges ’\and 
get the guests to come. in. Did my 
friends resort to tricks like this ? 
Never. The dinner was bespoken. 
The tickets were sold at. Jne Ta- 
vern and at my shop. I bought 
my own ticket as other people did ; 
no solicitation of any sort was 
employed. AH were real volun- 
teers, . mot , volunteers like many 
that we have seen, from fear mf 
injury or hope of reward. 

Our toasts had something of 
real originality in them. We could 
toast the King in N a manner that 
bespoke our sense, and not our 
folly, and that contained nothing 
of that fulsome adulation, which 
we invariably see in the common- 
place trash of the day. Accord- 
ingly, very great was the effect 
even of these toasts, the very 
reading of which drew forth marks 
of approbation, which, I say it 
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wHboutaffectationi werefar greater It is well known, that the /ml- 
thanthe reader merited. In short, sery of the labouring people has 
this Feast, , the account of it re- gone on rapidly increasing during 
warning upon record, as it will, the last' thirty years. Somewhat 
will be long remembered, as a more than twenty years ago, Mal- 
sign of these critical,, and most thus (a parson of the Ctmrck of 
interesting times. England) wrote a book, the ob- 

Now, I come to the second jects of which were ; first, to cause 
point, with regard to which I meant it to be believed, that this misery 
|o offer you some remarks, namely, of the common people had not 
the presence of Mr. Carlw.b at arisen at all from the enormous 
Ibis meeting. The newspapers, taxation, and the beggaring effects 
every newspaper that made any of paper-money and funding, but 
mention of the meting, seemed from the fault of the people them- 
to lay particular stress upon this selves in breeding too fast / Mon- 
circumstance ; a circumstance strous idea ! An idea that never 
which I should have noticed, even entered into the brains of mortal 
if you had not given Mr. Car- before. Monstrous as it was, how- 
ljle as a toast , at your Feast of ever, it took the fancy of a great 
theGridiron^ but, seeing that you many of those who wished their 
did it, it becomes absolutely ne- rents not to be diminished by 
cessary for me not to hold my poor-rates!. And the work was 
tongue upon the subject. patronised by them to an almost 

You will recollect, my friends, unbounded extent. Malthus pro- 
that, from the first appearance of posed, as a remedy, that any per-. 
Malthus’s odious work on popu- sons who married after the pass- 
lation, very few months have ing of an act which he proposed 
passed without my expressing my to be passed, should never after 
disapprobation of that work, and receive parochial relief \ but be 
any abhorrence of the unnatural left to suffer from hunger and 
and beastly result to produce cold ; that all children , the fruit of 
which it had a tendency, Some such marriages, should also be 
Of you will remember that I had excluded from parochial relief; 
not forgotten this abominable work and (I pray you mark this welty 
while 1 was in a state of voluntary that all illegitimate children, bom 
exile. From Long Island lad- after the passing of this act, 
Aresseda letter to the hard-hearted should also .be excluded frem pa- 
author> and told him of the conse- rochial relief! 

.quences to which his endeavours This was his remedy ; and be 
must ultimately lead. Suffer me talked in a sort of blind and indis- 
to give a short history of the steps tinct mannner of ckefckinp popu- 
which have led to the odious and Iation by what he called “ mmdL 
filthy result of which I am about restraints Now, you will please 
to speak as connected with the to observe that the word moretf 
.Conduct of Mr. Carlile, who does not mean that the restraint 
•may pass for a disciple of Mai- should have any thing to dowitb 
thus and "his followers, if he will ; what we call Morality ; that is ' to 
.but who, lam resolved, shall not say, it does not necessarily meats 
pass for BL disciple of mine. •,* that. It mentis a restraint pro- 

N £ 2 
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ceeding from reason and reflec - to live, and children were to be ai 
Hon; that i« to say, that people, prevented from being born; but & 

ought to restrain themselves from lie laid down the principle , and he ( 

marrying and having children, proposed a punishment for what ja 


until they were quite certain of he called the indiscreet breeders' p 

having the means to subsist them of children ! He very unequi- 
through life, without the aid of vocally stated that there was a s 

charity or of the parish. natural tendency in man, in com - li 

The absurdity of this doctrine I mon tvith - other animals , to mul- | 

have shewn upon many occasions, tiply beyond the means of sus- g 

and shall not repeat my arguments tenance which the earth produces ; * 

here. Absurd as it was, however, and that, therefore, there must he t , 

it soon found numerous disciples, checks to breeding. He left the { 

particularly amongst those who matter thus ; and, when he was i 

had to pay the poor-ratds; and applauded; when the walls of the l] 

who wished to have the rents Parliament House rang with that } 

without any participation by those, -applause ; when eyery' babbler j 

whose labour alone made the who talked about “ surplus popu - j 

land worth any thing at all. lation” was encouraged and ap- i 

c ‘ Surplus population " became, as plauded ; was it not natural, that, \ 

the French used to call it, “ the at last, some one would be found, f 

order of the day.” No small part base and indecent enough to point i 

of the land-owners, and the whole out the mechanical means to be , 

-of the tax-eaters, ascribed the mi- made use of by womeD to put a ( 

sery of the labourers to the breed - stop to, or a check upon, that evil, | 

ing of their wives. All were for as it was caUed, the surplus breed- I 

^reducing the amount of -the poor- ing of children 1 In the Reports 

rates ; and to hear many of the of the Agricultural Committee of , 

babblers in Parliament, who would 1821, we find that almost all the I 

not have thought that the labouring witnesses have put to them, and 

.classes of the people had set to the Committee, questions of this 

"work to breed children for the pur- sort : “Do you find that early 

pose of devouring the rents and “ marriages amongst the labourers 

disabling the landlords to pay their “ are a great cause of the increase 

funded and unfunded debt 1 “ of Poor-rates!” The committee, 

“ Surplus population : a check moved for by Lord John Russel, 
to population ”! These were con- and of which he was chairman, in 
tinually in the mouths of those who 1824, repeatedly put this same 
were devouring the fruits of the question. The ' Members, in the 
labour of the people ; who were House itself, for years, harped 
swallowing between fifty and sixty upon the evil of early marriages 
millions a year in taxes, and as amongst the common people ; and, 
much more drawn away by the at last, Lawyer Scarlett ac- 
jugglery of paper-money. Malthus tually brought in a Bill, one of 
talked about “ moral restraint .” the objects of which was to pre- 
He did not proceed so far as to vent “ indiscreet marriages ” 
point out the precise nature of this amongst the labouring class. This 
restraint ; he did not tell you pre- Bill, which was assailed by me 
ciselyhow men and women were the moment it made its appear* 
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ance, was finally, rejected ; but it eating the use of the means ; openly 
shewed to what lengths the notions anil avowedly teaching young 
df men had been carried with re- women to "be prostitutes before 
gard to this doctrine of “ surplus they are married, and in a way so 
‘population” ' as not to prevent their future mar~ 

Amidst all this, and amidst riage, to which publication is pre- 
something rather more than broad fixed, most appropriately, the 
hints , contained in the writings of figures of a man and woman in a 
the Scotch feelosophers , not- ex- state of perfect nakedness , the in- 
cepting the Encyclopdidia Britan - slnictions being conveyed in terms 
nica; amidst all this, it is not so so filthy, so disgusting, so beastly > 
very surprising that a monster as to shock the mind of even the- 
should at last be found in the lewdest of men and women. There: 
shape ot man, to recommend to has been a man found to do even 
the wives and daughters of the la- this ; thus to follow up the prim- 
tpom'im claxses the means of piit- ciple of Malthus, improved by 
ting Malthus s principle in prac - the Scotch feelosophers ; a man* 
lice; that is to say, should recorn- has been found to exhibit this abo- 
mend to them the means of living minable work, in open day, in a 
m a state of marriage, should shop window in London ; and this 
even recommend to them to in- man is that very Richard Car- 
duJge themselves to the utmost lile, who, the newspapers say 
extent without being married, was at our Feast of the Gridiron!- 
should recommend to them the and whom you toasted at your’s. 
horrible means of thus living and Now, my friends, I sincerely 
thus indulging, without the “ in- believe that this man js only a* 
conveniences," as the monster calls instrument in the hands of others.- 
jt,ot being mothers! Monstrous as He says, in this abominable pub-: 
this is, diabolical as the wretch lication, that he was three year*- 
must be, loathsome and disgusting before he could bring his mind 
as it must be, there was a wretch be thus instrumental ; that for one 
ound to put such instructions year he was afraid of thinking of 
wp°n paper, and to cause them to the matter ; that it is not his plan; 
De widely circulated amongst the that it was not sought after by him : 
manufacturers of the North ! I that it was submitted to his consi- 
nave once or twice spoken of this deration by others. Who those 
lorrible production. I now find others are, I shall, perhaps, here- 
tnat there were three separate pro- after have to state ; but I 'have 
. ? c i ons °J “* IS sor ^ all proceed- thought it my duty to give you this 
mg trom i the same source. They warning, to endeavour to guard' 
appeared in the shape of hand- your daughters against these most 
oUlSy without any printer’s name, diabolical precepts; and, at any 
J.ne villanous author being afraid rate, to call upon you to recafi 
ot the consequences of tracing your toast to Richard Carlile, 
tnem to him. At last, however, a or to receive my disclaimer of the 
man is found to put his name to a toasts which you were kind enough 
publication, containing not only do give inliehalf of me and those 
;n S - e - ™ ree ^ atl( ibills, but great who belong to me. 
additions to them, strongly incul- 1 hope, and 1 believe, that you 
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n$ver can have beard of this de- 
testable publication. I can easily 
believe this; for, I assure you, 
Upon my honour, that I never so 
much as heard of it until Satur- 
day last, two days alter the Feast 
Of the Gridiron, when I was told 
of it by a gentleman, who is a 
very sincere friend of mine, and 
who had read in the newspapers, 
an account of Carlile having 
been at the dinner, at which he 
expressed his regret. Hence 
arose a description of the work 
given to me by this gentleman. If 
I had known of the work on the 
day of the dinner, I would have 
spoken of it to the Gentlemen pre- 
sent as- 1 have now spoken of it to 
you, and I would have concluded 
by declaring that he should in- 
stantly quit the room, or that I 
would; lor however humble an 
instrument he may be in so dia- 
bolical a work, the bare sitting 
with him in the same room I 
should have deemed an act of 
infamy ; and, gentlemen, let me 
tell you plainly, that I disclaim 
your toasts, 1 reject your friend- 
ship, I scorn your applause, un- 
less, having this information given , 
you publicly retract your toast of 
Richard Carlile. 

To my utter astonishment, 1 
find that this abominable publica- 
tion has been suffered quietly to 
proceed for the space of about 
six months. Let it proceed; let 
those who approve of it tolerate 
and encourage it'; let the ap- 
plauders of Malthus, whom Gar- 
ble quotes as one of 'his autho- 
rities; let all those who impute 
the sufferings of the people to 
surplus- population let these 
enemies of reform and patrons of 
taxation and paper - money ; let 
these toast t Richard Carlile j* 


let them claim him as theirs ; I 
hope he will be none of yours, 
and I am resolved that he shall 
be none of mine. 1 am resolved? 
that these enemies of the people 
shall not fasten upon me the in- 
struments which they employ for 
the carrying on of their work. I 
contend, and I have always con- 
tended, that it is the taxes and 
the paper-money that cause the 
sufferings of the working people. 
In every work of my writing have 
1 introduced this opinion. The 
consumers of taxes, the fatteners 
upon paper-money; these devour- 
ed of the friiit of the people’s 
labour, cannot deny the existence 
of misery amongst the labouring 
people ; but they* endeavour to 
cause it to be believed, that the 
misery arises from the labouring 
people having too many children, 
and in the promulgation of this 
unnatural, this monstrous doc- 
trine, Richard Carlile is their 
impious instrument. Let, there- 
fore, the eaters of taxes and the 
fatteners upon paper-money, take 
him to themselves ; he belongs to 
them and to them exclusively ; by 
them, again I say, let v him be 
cherished and supported ; again I 
say, that'I hope you will not own 
him as belonging to you, and I 
repeat my resolution that he shall’ 
be known not to belong to me. 
Curious it is, and worthy of point- 
ed attention : that this Carlile, 
who has just been released from a 
prison, to which he was sentenced 
partly on account of alleged 
sedition and blasphemy , should 
now, for six months, have been, 
openly publishing the most ob- 
scene, the most beastly book, a 
book openly, and in so many - 
words, advising young girls to. 
prostitute their persons before 
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marriage, and pointing out in 
tenths the most filthy, the means 
* . by which they may do it without 
. the danger of being mothers ; it is 
/ curious, that this man should now 
have done this quietly for six 
months; hut, it is still more worthy 
ofrCnjark, that, in this work, HE 
QUOTES MAJLTHUS (a par- 
son of the Church established by 
law) as one of his AUTHORI- 
TIES : for what he is doing ! 

I have heard (fori never even 
saw him that I know of), that 
Carlile is* nearly a madman. 
Bftt, those who have set him to 
work are not mad. Those who 
have been at the expense of circu- 
latinghundreds of thousands of the 
<f check-population” band-bills, 
arenotmad. Those, who were three 
years at work upon him to get him 
to do 41 ms thing, are not mad. 
Who these his advisers and sup- 
porters are we' shall, 1 dare say, 
find out at last. He is a tool, a 
poor, half-mad tool, of the ene- 
mies of reform. He wants no re- 
forin, for the end of his abomina- 
ble book, is, to shew, that the suf- 
ferings of the people do not arise 
from the want of reform ; but 
• frdm the “ indiscreet breeding ” of 
the women! And yet, you toast 
hun, and that, too, on an Occasion 
like this! 

I shall now insert, the account 
ot 4ur Festival, as I find that ac- 
count in the Morningdlerakl news- 
paper, with the trifling corrections 
that 1 have mentioned above ; and, 
in. the hope that you will agree 
with me with regard Jo what 1 
nave already said in the above 
paragraphs, 1 conclude with sub- 
scribing myself 

Your faithful friend and 
most obedient Servant, 

Wm. cobbett. 
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FEAST OF THE GlClDIROlNr/ 

Yesterday, the Feast of the Grid- 
iron was held at the London Ta- 
vern. About two hundred and fifty 
gentlemen sat down to dinner. 

Mr. Cobbett took thechair shortly 
after five o'clock, amidst great ap* 
plause, Sir T. Beevor being on his 
right hand, and his three sons in 
front of the chair. / , 

The following placard was posted 
in the room: — ' 

PEEL’S BILL. 

“ This Bill was grounded on concur 
rent Reports ot both Houses ; it was 
“ passed by unanimous votes of both 
“ Houses it was, at the close of the 
Session, a subject of high eulogium 
“ in the Speakers Speech to the Re- 
“ g en t, and in the Regent’s Speech to 
“ the two Houses : now, then, I Wil- 
“ ham Cobbett, assert, that, to carry 
* ( this Bill into effect is impossible ; and. 

“ I say, that, if this Bill be carried 
“ i°to full effect, I will give Castle- 
“ reagh leave to lay me on a Gridiron 
“ and broil me alive, while Sidmouth 
may stir the coals, and Canning 
ft stand by and laugh at my groans. 
—Taken from Cobbett’ s Register , written at ' 
North Hempstead , Long Island , on the 24 th 
of September, 1819, and published in Eng- ' 
land in November, 1819. 

The Small-Note Bill, passed in 1822^ 
partly repealed Peel’s Bill, before the 
day for its going into full effect : and, 
in December, 1825, the one-pound note* 
of the Bank of Eng land came out again • 

So that here was the above prophecy 
completely fulfilled. 

Mr. Carlile, of ^ the Republican, 
attended. He wore an immense shirt 
collar , and instead^ of a cravat, had 
on a narrow velvet' band, connected 
in front by a gold clasp. He preserved 
a silence during the evening. 

Shortly after the cloth was. re- 
moved, Mr. Trant, M. P., entered ^ 
the room, ushered by the landlord* 
He made the circuit of the tables, 
evidently for the purpose of catching 
a sight of Mr. Cobbett, and quickly ’ 
retired. ' 
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After dinner Mr. Cobbett got 
ujpOn the table, and was received 
with loud and continued applause. 
He then addressed the Meeting as 
follows : — 

Gentlemen,— It is impossible for 
fne to proceed with the address I am 
about to make, till I have begged of 
you to accept of my best thanks for 
the kind manner in which you have 
received my invitation. Gentlemen, 
the question upon which we are met 
is somewhat out of the ordinary 
course, and therefore the modfe of 
proceeding must be out of course 
also. In general, a . proceeding of 
this sort commences by drinking the 
health of. the person who intends to 
address the Meeting. That may be 
dispensed with on this occasion, be- 
cause I am about to address you un- 
der very peculiar circumstances. 
Therefore, Gentlemen, I shall now 
proceed to the address. I shall, I am 
afraid, tire you before I have done. — 
(No, no.) I sincerely say that, and 
without affectation, because it is my 
wish, and it is my intention, to say a 
great deal more than, I am afraid, I 
can reasonably expect you to have 
the naience to hear. — (No, no.) 
Gentlemen, we are met to celebrate 
what has been long talked of, “ The 
Feast of the Gridiron” Before I 
have done, I shall endeavour to give 
a short history of the use, of the 
origin, and of the application of that 
word to politics; but, first of all, let 
me congratulate you all upon this 
occasion; let me rejoice with you; 
Jet me express my own joy particu- 
larly, that so many gentlemen are 
present to join with me in expressing 
exultation at what we now behold, 
in expressing exultation at the tri- 
umph of our principles, in express- 
ing exultationat the triumph of rea- 
son, of truth, and of public spirit, 
over folly, falshood and greedy selfish- 
ness. Gentlemen, such is the sub- 
ject of our triumph. We have been 
accused beforehand of exulting at 
the distress and misery of our coun- 
try. That sacred word country — so 
dear, and so justly dear to English- 


men, in all times, has been made 
use of, of late, for very bacf pur- 
pose'’. Every one cklls his own 
cause, the cause of the country; 
every set of rooks that know them- 
selves to be insolvent, and that issue 
rags for the $>Ui pose of cheating the 
co nmunily — every hand of. robbers 
of that description . call themselves . 
“ the country ; ” others call them- 
selves “ the country ” who advocated 
what took place at Manchester in 
1819. Even they call themselves 
“the country.” The Cotton Lords 
call themselves. “ the country ; ” the 
Jews and Jobbers calk themselves 
“ the country.” In short, attack any 
thing, however wicked, however 
atrocious, however base beyond de- 
scription, and the parties concerned 
in that thing, the parties interested 
in it, call themselves “the country 
Yoii attack the country if you attack 
them. Gentlemen, are the makers 
of paper-money any more our Coun- 
try — are these “rooks” any more, 
our country, than the rooks in a pea- 
field are the farm? Is a gamekeeper, 
when his heart leaps with joy at hav- 
ing a pole-cat in his trap, to be ac- 
cused of exulting at the distresses of 
the manor ? I am sure you will agree 
with me that a pole-cat is as much 
the manor, and the rooks in a pea-, 
field as much the farm, as these 
venders of paper-money are that of 
Old England, which was once so . 
happy, and that now has been ren- 
dered jo miserable, by these rooks 
and their practices. — (Hear, hear.) 
Gentlemen, we rejoice at the distress 
of nobody ; we exult at the distress 
of nobody; we lament very much 
indeed the sufferings of those classes 
of the community who had it not ini 
their rjower, from their situation in 
life, jrorn the state of their know- 
ledge, to be aware of the nature of 
that horrid system of which they 
have been the victims. We all of 11 s 
regret that most deeply ; wfi regret 
the fate of the farmers and trades-* 
men, who have, unjustly* been ruined 
by the paper-money. We regret that 
many an innocent man and nis- fia^ 
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mily has been brought' to ruin, not 1 this is the case, when the evil might" 
knowing the nature of the thing that (have been prevented by human ^ 
produced the ruin; we regret the means ; when there were not only 
failure and the fate of those persons; sufficient means to prevent it, but 
but, Gentlemen, far be it from me to (those means were pointed out, and 
express regret for those bands of clearly pointed out, long before the * 
robbers who have caused* this ruin to evil approached; and when, in addi-^- . * 

the country, or for any persons con- tion to all this, those who pointed it • 
nected with them, particularly if they out were calumniated, reproached, • 

belong to those who have so often re- scorned, injured in all manner of 
joiced in the injuries done to the peo- ways that can be expressed; hunted 
pfe-— the injuries done to public liber- out of society, where it was possible ; 

. ty. If we are called upon to be so ex- pretty nearly ruined in some cases, 
tremely compassionate on this occa- and quite ruined in others; and that 
sion ; i? we are called upon not to in- too, only because they predicted the 
dulgein exultation evenatthe triumph evil would come, and pointed out 
of our own principles, though those the means of prevention — when that 
principles be so just; if v?e are called is (he case (and that is our case) . 
upon for that, have we not a right shall -it be said we are to he so over 
to ask how the sons and daughters delicate on this occasion, that we 
of col option conducted themselves, are to shed tears of compassion, and 
when they saw what they thought utter sighs, and be silent? — (Hear, 
was a triumph over the liberties of hear.) Gentlemen, 1 am not made 
their country ? Have we not a right of that metal, and I trust that you 
to remember their day of rejoicing? are not either. (Applause.) The time 
Their conduct at the termination of is come Lhat our predictions are ful- 
the wa , when they thought the vie- filled. We have the right in any way, 
tory had been obtained, not over the and we have the power to do it,— to 
enemies of England-, but over the express our exultation that our prin- 
liberties of England: (Loud applause.) ciples have been recognised by events 
With what insolence they taunted us however disastrous, since we did all in 
with the success of their allies? The our power to prevent the coming of 
success of t'iar cause which has now those events. Gentlemen, after this, 
produced their own ruin (we are not I shall ‘proceed, to the best of my 
to forget that), ai*] yet they now say ability, to state to you. the evils of 
you must not triumph, you must not this cursed system of paper-money — 
exult, you must not meet together to shew you how it produces pover- 
and ex It at the success ot your ty, — to shew you that poverty (as. ; 
principles,^ and the verifications of indeed we all know) produces crime; 
your prophecies, lest it should be and to shew, by the history of the 
interpreted into an exultation at our Acts of Parliament, which I will 
distresses occasioned by ourselves, .take, if you please, to be necessary. 

If the evil had been one which was (and the more necessary the worse 
beyond human control or proven- it is for the character of the system) 
bon; if it were a thing that nothing how the paper-money has at last 
could prevent ; if no human means produced nearly as much slavery 
could have any * eight in preventing in England as exists in any other . 
the approach o» the evil ; or if it be country on the face of the earth,. v 
to be prevented by human means, Gentlemen, in the first place, upon 
and if I S ay nothing to prevent it, the bare look at the thing, we alT 
then, when the evil comes, it is very must know, that what is got by the 
unjust in me to rejoice ; and I ought paper-money rtiakers, must be lost 
to restrain my exultation; even at by somebody; somebody must lose, 
tqe fulfilment of my own predic- what they get. By the note I took 
tion§; but when the contrary of all the other day to Gurney’s bank at 
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Norwich, the issuers of it cleared 
(provided it was out all the time) 
4h 13s. 2d. ; and if every 10/. Dote 
was to clear as much as that, what a 
loss is {here ? Somebody must pay 
v that; Would it not' be better, there- 
fore, foi* us to trust to the coin made 
by* the King, the coin which lasts for 
ages, — the coin which I allow to be 
bought, in the first place by the com- 
munity, but still a coin that is made 
only by the Government — which 
circulates every where, is of the same 
value every where, costs nothing 
more, and does not wear out: in 
short, history shewn; that from the 
time of the paper-money the mass 
of the people has been growing 

E borer and poorer, till at last they 
ave been reduced to a state of m i- 
sery such as never was known in Eng- 
land, nor any country on the earth 
that I Ijave been able to discover, 
except poor Ireland itself. — fLoud 
applause.) We were only yesterday 
toW by Sir Robert Peel, that it is a 
family concern , that all the taxes, the 
loans, and all the money got by barik 
paper is a family concern— thar we 
pay it by oui'selves to ourselves — 
(laughter) ; and that when the tax- 
gatherer comes to onenf you for the 
tax he is not taking it out of the family. 
(daughter.) He is only taking it to 
be used for the good of the family . 
That is Sir Robert Peel’s idea. His 
words are these — “ The loan becog^es 
debt due from ourselves to our- 
selves, and resolve? itself into a family 
account” — (Laughter.) That is the 
general notion of all that part of the 
family that gets by it.— (Applause.) 
But the best possible illustration 
perhaps of the matter would be, to 
suppose that when the dinner was 
ut on the table to-day, the waiters 
ad taken all the d inner oft’ that table, 
and put it on the other , and the 
same with*- regard to the wines ; 
leaving only the nuts and bits of 
bread. This is just what is done by 
the family account ! That is the man- 
ner of working of the system of pa- 
per money and the taxes. The very 
nature of their.operation must neces- 


sarily be to take from one part of the? 
community and give it to another 
part ; and it unhappily happens, that 
they take from that part which does 
the work, and give it to thatpart which 
does tiawork at all. It takes from the ; 
industrious tradesman, from the fru- 
gal man who is saving every thing he 
can that his family may not want ; 
the taxes and paper money take from 
him, and give to somebody who does 
not work at all, but squanders the 
money away. That is the family 
system. That is the way this system 
of paper money has worked from the 
time it was first established till the 
present hour ; but moie particularly 
of late, when its operation has be- 
come 10, 20, or 40 times what it was 
at any other period. But we are told 
that the people are not so poor as you 
imagine; they are not worse off than 
they were formerly. The first proof 
to the contrary is this: — In Berkshire, 
in 1790, a certain’ rate of allowance 
was fixed on by the Magistrates for 
the labouring men out of any other 
emp’oyment, but that found by the 
parish. Gentlemen, there is an al- 
lowance granted in Berkshire by the 
Magistrates now, men in the same 
situation, and that allowance which 
these Magistrates have fixed now, is 
just half what it was in the year 1790. 
Therefore in 35 years, 36 at most, the 
people of this country have got 

E oorer by one half, more miserable 
y one half, than they were at the 
beginning of that period. Gentlemen, 
Berkshire is a singularly humane 
countv, the Magistrates are more 
gentle there perhaps, and more hu- 
mane than in afty other county in 
England, and yet such is the case 
there. I could instance other counties 4 
in which the poor are much more 
hardly oft*. In the same county, the 
allowance to the felon in the jail is 
greater than that to the parish-la- 
bourer out of jail ! What think you 
of this, when you recollect tftat the 
fate of our country, its hpnour, its 
independence, the happiness of our- 
selves and our children, depend on 
the fate ©f the labouring people.*—*' 
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(£oud applause). They who are so 
nomerous, aud so well entitled to all 
oiir best feelings, if they be reduced 
to such penury as to be better off in 
prison than working in the fields, 
what safety is there for any tradesman, 
or any farmer's property? what safety, 
filially, is there lo be for the land- 
lord’s estate ; the poor cannot be de- 
terred by whipping, treadmills, or any 
thing they can inflict by way of 
punishment. Gentlemen, I. wish to 
speak with great correctness upon this 
occasion. I wish to speak in a manner 
that no one can contradict. Another 
striking proof of this wretched poverty 
k the declaration of the Judges of the 
Court of Ring’s Bench. Last year a 
complaint was made against the 
same Magistrates of Northallerton, 
in Yorkshire, for having allowed no- 
thing but bread and water to a person 
who was confined on suspicion, and 
before he was brought to trial. It 
was said by those who made the 
complaint, that a man was presumed 
to- be innocent till he was found 
guilty, that that was the principle of 
our law, and that it was very hard 
that a man should be sentenced to 
bread and water, gaol allowance, un- 
til he had been tried and found guilty; 
and so it was very hard, Gentlemen. 
Tfte Judges answered, and they an- 
swered with great truth, or at least 
they put the question, which amount- 
ed to a declaration — whether Irread 
and water was not the common food of 
the labourers of England ? Their 
Lordships said that the man was as 
well fed as the commonalty of people 
out of gaol, and finally they refused 
application which was made to 
them. But the thing for us to bear 
in mind is this : — that the four 
Judges of the Court of Ring’s Bench, 
full of humanity and integrity, as I 
really believe them to be, and speak- 
ing truth, as I.really believe them to 
have spoken, asked, sitting on the 
•Bencli. whether the coramou food of 
the labourers of England was not 
bread and water alone t (Hear, hear. ) 
Gentlemen > in the year 1821 there 
was a Committee of the House of 


Commons, appointed to inquire into"’ 
the state of agriculture. I don't * 
believe the Hon; House meant to in- 
quire into, much, besides that which * 
related To the payment or /getting , 
the payment of rents. (A laugh). 
Their chief object was to ascertain 
how rents were to begot while prices 
were low. In the course of their 
inquiries, some Meinber of the Com- 
mittee asked a gentleman of the ' 
name of Hanning, then late Sheriff 
of Wiltshire,. how the poor labourers 
lived in Wiltshire, and whether their 
state was changed from that of the 
former state? And now, Gentlemen^ 
I will read to you what was said, in 
answer to that question ; I choose to 
read it from the book,, though it 
may occupy a little, more of your 
time, rather than trust to my hne- 
mory. The question was, “'Has 
there been any change in the food * 
of labourers ? ’’ The answer is, 

“ Unquestionably. I see the labour- 
ers now almost wholly supplied with 
potatoes. Their, breakfasts and din- 
ners are brought to them in the 
fields, and they are nothing but pota- 
toes” This, Gentlemen,. was a She- 
riff of the County of Wilts, the year 
before, a landholder and a great 
farmer.- The next question is, 

“ Were they in the habit, in better 
: mes, of consuming a certain quan- 
tity of animal food?” Answer — ■ 

“ Certainly — for instance, bacon and 
oheese, which they do not now get! 1 
Gentlemen, I read this because it is* 
undeniable ; it is one of themselves 
that states the fact, and for my jpart, 

I cannot think how an English gen- 
tleman could go in patience about 
his fields, and see his labourers live ‘ 
upon potatoes — breakfasts and din- 
ners nothing but potatoes. How 
comfortable and warm they must ‘ 
have been ! what nourishment for a 
poor fellow, who has to tramp eight 
miles a day, through 'heavy land, 
holding the plough besides ! What' 
a state he must go home in at night !,* 
This is the reason we see them such 
skeletons as they are, dressed in 
such rags as they are, more miser- ' 
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able than any people on the face of 
the whole earth, Ireland alone ex- 
cepted. (Hear, hear.) Potatoes be- 
ing the food, let us see what the 
drmk is. Mr. Elman, a farmer in 
Sussex for 45 years, was examined 
by the Committee. They asked 
him, “ When you first began busi- 
ness were your labourers in the daily 
habit of drinking beer?” His answer 
is — “ Yes, always.’” They ask him, 

“ Has that practice ceased altoge- 
ther, or does it prevail in part now ?” 
Answer — “ It has ceased generally ; 
when I first began farming in the 
parish where I now reside, there 
was not a single family in the parish 
that did not brew their own beer, 
and enjoy it by their own fire-side. 
Now none of them can do it unless 
I give them the malt.” How often 
Mr. Elman 'gave them the malt I 
cannot say. (A laugh.) I am not 
supposing that he never did but I 
dare say they were not a very great 
number to whom he gave the malt. Is 
it possible for us to look at this with- 
out being convinced there has been 
some great cause producing those 
evils in our country? England was 
formerly famed for being the country 
for good things. It was famed for its 
freedom — it was famed for its indus- 
try, its wool, its cloth ; it was famed 
for many godd things, but for no- 
thing more, than its good living. 
It was the country of good living. 
The saying used to be, “ If you take 
an Englishman to tight, let his belly 
be full.” — (A laugh") Nothing can 
be greater praise than this. That is 
poor courage which proceeds from 
hunger. Such was the country. 
Such was the state of things* not a 
great while ago. In old times, in- 
deed, that state was still better than 
it has been for more than a century. 
An Act passed in the reign of Henry 
VIII. to regulate the price of meat in 
England. It was not to be sold for 
more than a certain sum. The Act 
enumerates the sorts of meat which 
the poor were accustomed to eat : it 
-mentions pork, beef, mutton, and 
. veal; and then, after enacting the 
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prices they should be at, it says* 

“ these being the food of the poorer 
sort of people.”— (Loud applause.) ; 
Gentlemen, ten thousand witnesses 
would not bring conviction to my 
mind on this subject, equal to that 
produced by these casual words, be- 
cause it being so incidentally men- 
tioned, it must have been true ; it 
must have been the general practice 
of the country “ for the poorer sort 
of people - } to eat of these four sorts of 
meat. Gentlemen, at this very mo- 
ment, whilst I am addressing you > 
there is not one man out of fifty who 
labours in agriculture, who tastes 
meat once in ten days, unless he gets 
it from some preserve or some wairen. 
A Clergyman in Suffolk, describing 
the state of the people, says, “ What 
they receive is barely sufficient to fur- 
nish them with food necessary for 
their existence ; nothing is left for 
clothing, firing, rent, or any thing 
else.” After that, the Clergyman pro- 
ceeds to describe, as I will read to 
you by-and-by, the state of morality 
and honesty in which the common 
people of Suffolk were the year before 
last. It was in 1824 he gave his evi- 
dence. But, Gentlemen, if a man 
can be better led in a gaol, better 
clothed he is certainly, than he can 
be Ly working in the fields; if the 
Magistrates of Berkshire allow a 
greater quantity of bread to a man in 
gaol as a felon, than to an honest 
man w'orking for the parish on the 
road or elsewhere, who would be an 
honest man? — (A laugh.) Is it not 
impossible that there can be what is 
called morality and honesty in a 
country in such a state ? It is poverty 
that begets the crime : poverty is the 
source of crime, and not, as some 
would have us believe, crime the 
source of poverty. How is it that we 
find less crime, that is to say, less 
larceny, among Lords and M embers of 
Parliament ? — (Applause and laugh- 
ter.) I do not know that their prin- 
ciples of religion are any thing better 
than those of the common people. 
They have- the same Church, the 
same Testament, and the sam? Bible, 


Feast oPr the Gridiron. 


Digitized by 


Google 



'1$ April 15, 1826. ' 154 

but we never hear of their com mi:- order that they may be more 
ting petty larceny ; and we must find ready and active in the hour of 
them committing larceny now and darkness. — (Hear, hear.) Mr. Col- 
then, before I shall be made to be- lett gives a reason for this, which is 
lieve that poverty does not , cause quite satisfactory to me. He says 
crime. When a man, the other day, their weekly allowance cannot sup- 
was prosecuted before the Justices of ply more than their food comes to. 
the Peace in Lancashire, forpoaching, How, then, are clothing, firing, and 
and was sentenced to seven years’ rent, to be provided for? He answers 
transportation by those Magistrates', this question thus : — “ by robbery and 
having, most likely, encroached on plumur” — (Hear, hear.) This is the 
the game of some Magistrate ; what country. Gentlemen, where once a 
did ne do? Was he ashamed? No. gaol was sufficient for three or four 
He turned round and said, “ So much counties. — (Hear, hear.) This cler- 
the better, and now you may all go gy man states, that the corn sold 
toh— 1.” — (A laugh.) It was notun- By sample in the market by the 
reasonable for him to say so. If he small farmers is of such qualities, 
had staid at home to work, he would, that competent judges have assured 
(according to what I have stated of him it must have been stolen from"' 
Berkshire,) have got less provision many different farms, and could not 
than in gaol. Gentlemen, in 1821 have been produced on their occupa- 
orl822, 1 will not be sure which, one tions. Disgraceful as these facts are, 
or the other I am sure it was, Mr. I could enumerate many similar in- 
Curwen, the Member for Carlisle, stances, to prove the degree of mi- 
presented a petition from some per- sery to which the labouring popula- 
sons in the North, where they are tion has been reduced. Mr. Collett 
particularly honest, concluding, after says it is utterly impossible for any 
stating their mode of life, after stating man in the world to provide a remedy 
what they constantly underwent, to make them any better ; they are 
how tired they were of leading such absolutely incurable. That is givea 
a miserable life, and being exposed to a Committee of the House of Com- 
to punishment so incessantly from mons by a Clergyman of England — 
attempts to satisfy their hunger ; con- I have no doubt every word of it is 
eluding, I say, with a prayer to the true. But I cannot say I have no 
Honourable House, “ that it would doubt of the truth of it, without 
please, in its mercy, to order them to blushing for my country, when I con- - 
be transported for life — (Hear.) sider what my country formerly was; 

I must have been dreaming, or this and wijhuut endeavouring myself, 
was true. I could not dare to stand and calling on every man to assist in. 
Pp before you in England, while the every way he is able, to restore the 
record of it is but two miles off*, if it country to something like the happi. 
were not so. When, therefore, peo- ness it formerly enjoyed. Gentle- 
ple petition to be transported, can men, what endeavours have been 
you expect any thing else than im- used by our Legislature to remedy 
morality and crime? Accordingly this? When misery like this is 
K Jhe state of the labouring classes is. p.oved to be in existence — when it is 
what I will read to you from the evi- proved to exist in the degree I have 
dence of a Rector, of some living in described to you, what ought the Le- 
Suffolk, the Rev. Anthony Collett ; gislature to think of it?— What 
he says, that in the generality of pa- ought it to do to put an end to this l 
Tishes from 40 to 50 labourers are Ought it not to inquire into the 
loitering about during the day, en- cause of that poverty and misery, 
gaged in idle games — (they may as and then to set to work to render thcr 
well play as work for nothing), con- 1 poverty and misery less? When Mr. 
suming their time in sleep, in Ellman gave the evidence he did, is 
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there a man of you, if yqu had been 
^of the Committee of the House of 
Commons — if you had been in the 
House when you heard the Report 
read — swho would not -have said, 

™ What ! all brewed their own beer 45 
years ago, and none of them do it 
now !- — Surely I must set to work and 
find out the c^use, and do something 
to make them brew their own beer 
again.” Is not that the natural march 
of men’s minds? Is not that what 
.any of you would have done ? Gen- 
tlemen,! trust that ifl had Iren one 
of this Committee, or one of those to 
whorn the Report was made, I never 
Should have slept an hour in quiet 
till I had done something to restore 
the people to that state in which they 
might be able to brew their own beer. 
Mr. Hanning told the Committee 
that formerly the labourers used to 
^eat meat and cheese, and now they 
have not even bread, but potatoes 
alone. When they heard that and 
reflected, as they must have reflect- 
ed, how miserable that life must have 
been, and how hard it must have been 
to the feelings of the Jen, how could 
they have had rest or peace till they 
had set about an inquiry into the 
means of restoring meat or cheese to 
the- men ? Nothing of this sort took 
place in consequence of the Report. 
The Report was delivered to the Par- 
liament, long debates were held on 
.the Report, but the whole turn^i on 
the Corn Bill, and whether rents 
'were to be obtained or not. No man 
in the House ever laid a finger on 
the evidence of Mr. Ellmaa or Mr. 
Hanning. Was there no Member 
ouLof ttie 658 — no Noble Lord out 
of the 500, could lay his finger on 
these passages and say, Shall we not 
Set about something to make the 
people better off? Not one ever start- 
ed, the subject* Not one ever took no- 
tice of these parts of the Report, 
which were, in my view of the mat- 
ter, the only parts that were of any 
importance. That being the case 
. they must resort to something else. 
Being apparently resolved to do no- 
thing to restore food, raiment, and 
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comfort — being convinced from 
perience that thieving kept on, inf 
creasing with poverty, and being rer 
solved not to do any thing to lessen 
the poverty, they have recourse to— 
what? New punishments, new penal 
laws, and in this course they keep 
till the gaols are too small, doubled 
and trebled as they are.— (Hear, 
hear.) Gentlemen, in the days of 
our fathers, and until very lately 
indeed, going into a man’s field, gor- 
ing across it, goiug about it, taking 
that sort of liberty with it was pun- 
ished by nothing but an action of 
damages. The Comm on Law of Eng- 
land gives a mere action of damages 
for the trespass. A statute in the 
reign o'f William III. made a mali- 
cious trespass ^ punishable by paying 
the costs of both' parties, but before 
that the Law of England knew nor- 
thing of any sort of punishment 
other than the action of damages; 
and then if you did not obtain 40s. 
damages, you paid your own costs. 

I agree that in the present state of 
things, no {man’s property would be 
safe, with no other law than that of * 
the common law of England ; mark, 
it is the distress of the people— it is 
the misery of the people— ^that has 
occasioned the necessity of a change 
in the law. The same with regard 
to the law as to poaching— as to 
sporting. Why, formerly, when the 
first game law was passed, s a man 
who had 15/. a-year of our money, 
in house or lands, might keep dogs 
and go sporting;. Now.he must have 
100/. a-year of our money. He is 
also subject to the punishment, of 
transportation, or death, in case of 
violent resistance withclubs or arms! 
We have seen , gaols filled to the 
amount of 15,000 persons at a time,- 
for the crime of poaching. We have 
also seen several men executed— 
hung up op the gallows, for being 
tempted, in the first place, by pover- 
ty and by hunger, to kill those wild 
animals which God granted as the 
common property of all. Men have 
been hung on the gallows, for going 
armed with certain weapons for de- 


Digitized by Google 



Ap*ia 15, 1826. 




m 


fenc§,.aqd ^eitlier killing or wound- hear)— since vast improvements haa^e 
Ing, or attempting to kill or wound been made— (hear, near)— it has bo- 
some of those who came to prevent come necessary to hold rather a 
them from killing those wild ani- tighter hand, and the law has gone 
ipals, and to cause themselves to be on hardening and hardening, in spite 
transported. -We have seen many of Sir James Macintosh ; and curious 
hung on the gallows for that. What it is that Sir James Macintosh has 
I quarrel with, is not the severity of been presenting petitions, for about 
|he law, for if you agree that the fifteen or sixteen years, for softening 
present state of things, and the pre- the criminal code. — (Laughter.) Sir 
sent taxes, are to continue, then you James Macintosh has spoken, pro- 
must agree that these severities are babfy, a speech two inches wide, and 
necessary. At last they are pushed as long as from here to the end pf 
to such an extremity, that it has be- the room on the necessity of soften- 
come a felony to rob an orchard, ing the criminal code, in order to 
Gentlemen, this is a monstrous stride, amend the morals of the people, and 
There is hardly any one of us pre- in order to make ttye laws of the 
.sent, at least of my age, and who has country in consonance with the im- 
been brought up in the country, who provement of the age. — (Laughter.) 
has not robbed as many orchards — Sir James Macintosh has sucpeeded 
(laughter) as he has fingers and toes, to admiration as far as related to the 
We have all done it.. But we are crime of witchcraft. He has 'got 
become Jso much more moral in thts some laws repealed which caused 
moral age, that the boys now must witches to be burnt. The poor old 
not do such things. — When I was a witches are perfectly safe at this mo- 
boy we all did it, an& that without ment, though the boys must take 
any exception of rich or poor.— (A p- care how they enter an orchard.— 
plause and laughter.) — Look at the While this great softener of the Cri- 
system — look at the thing as it ex- minal Code has been at work in fa- 
istecf then, when I was a boy, or any vour of witches, shutting, his eyes tp 
of you of my age were boys. Look all other matters, other law-makers 
at the system — at the state of things have been hard at work; They have 
that existed then, apd what exists at been making the laws harder and 
this moment. For going into an harder on every thing you can men- 
prchard and taking away a pocket tion. There is nothing on which the 
full of apples, or half a sack full, the law has not been made tighter, but 
punishment was paying tne damage particularly in this affair of gardens 
which you had done ; that is to say, ar.d orchards. And they have enact- 
paying for the apples, paying for ed at last that to take any thing out 
treading down the grass, or breaking of a garden or orchard, without leave 
down the, hedge, or leaving the gate of the owner, whether the garden be 
Qpen, or letting the cattle in. That fenced or unfenced, walled or un- 
was the utmost. There -was no more walled, signifies not, is a felony, 
punishment than that, except in cer- Judge, then, to what a pass we are 
tain cases,, where the party had no come. And what is a felony ? What 
money to pay,. and he was delivered are the consequences of felony ? We 
over to the constable, to have such a ali know that felons may be hanged; 
^hipping as his father would have we all know they may be transport- 
given him. That was the law when ed, and there are no bounds in this 
those of my age were boys. But case, it is all in the discretion of the 
since the starvation-system, or paper- Court — it is felony, and no particular 
money-system, since u commercial punishment is awarded. Among the 
greatness ” has swollen us up— since consequences of felony are tnes^, 
we have had Sunday-schools, and that all the goods and chattels found 
education, and Bible-societies~(hear, to be his property, are, the moment 
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the felon is convicted, the property 
of the King. He can make no will, 
for he has no property to give ; he 
forfeits all his freehold lands for life, 
and for a year and a day after his 
death, during which time the King 
is entitled to them. That is the pu- 
nishment which the mild^ gentle, 
■equitable, much boasted laws of 
England produce for the boy who 
enters and takes an apple out c«f the 
orchard. — (Hear.) Gentlemen, again 
I say that I do not quarrel with the 
severity of the law, if you insist that 
the Government shall uphold this 
system of paper-money and taxation, 
for without such,' people will take 
what they can, wherever they can 
get it. In order to restrain them 
from ' doing it, comes the law, so 
dreadful thatl shudder when I think 
It exists in that country, so famed for 
the mildness and justice of its laws. 
(Hear, hear). Nevertheless, even 
the severity of the law is not suffi- 
cient to prevent offences. The of- 
fences go on increasing. Resort, 
therefore is had to the enlargement 
of the gaols. The gaols are aug- 
mented in size, auxiliary gaols are 
built, several in every county ; there 
are those great improvements — peni- 
tentiaries, the treadmill, the hulks, 
every sort of vast improvement — 
every improvement or change that 
could possibly be thought of, has 
been introduced, in order to provide 
accommodation' for this mass of 
criminals, and at last they find that 
all these accommodations are insuf- 
ficient. A new scheme is therefore 
now to be resorted to, which has 
appeared before the public, and that 
is, the new Bill of Mr. Peel, ffiat 
Minister of the Interior, of whom I 
will speak by and by; that great 
improver of pur financial system, 
that great payer off of debts and 
causer of the diffusion of gold, in- 
stead of paying money has intro- 
duced a new Bill for improving the 
criminal law. — (Hear, hear). L 
contains a provision for holding out 
rewards generally, to all persons, in 
every rank of life, in every part of 


the country, hut 'particularly to ne- 
cessitous persons, to he the accusers, 
the detectors, the apprehenders of 
criminals. Now, Gentlemen, in my 
view of the matter, nothing can be 
so abhorrent to every ' principle of 
the Law of England, and every 
thing belonging to the rights of 
Englishmen, as a law like that. 
There are at present .hree or four 
cases in which the law gives rewards 
to persons apprehending offenders. 
That has always been deemed dan- 
gerous by men best skilled in the 
laws, and loving most ardently the 
liberties of their country. What 
can be more dangerous than to set 
one man to he a spy upon another ? 
But if this Bill be carried into effect 
every man or woman who assists in 
apprehending or detecting, or causing 
to be apprehended or detected, any 
person accused of any crime, or 
brought before a Court of Justice, is 
to have a reward, in the discretion 
of the Court ; and that reward is to 
go to the wife, if the husband is 
dead, or to the children ; and if there 
is neither wife nor children, to the 
father or mother. Gentlemen, figure 
to yourselves the situation of the 
country — imagine what must be its 
situation, when the law holds qu% an 
inducement to men to cause their 
neighbours to be convicted o~crimes! 
But this also arises from what I be- 
fore stated. It is impossible to make 
provision for the number of criminals 
— and this is intended to prevent 
the riminals being so numerous. 
By inducing persons to come for- 
ward, and he instrumental in detect- 
ing offenders, it is thought, to di- 
minish the number of offenders and 
make more elbow-room in the gaols] 
It never seems to have entered into 
the head of Mr. Peel, that it would 
be best to [go back to the cause of 
the crime — to go back and inquire 
what makes the people so poor, so 
immoral, and so much greater 
thieves than formerly, although this 
law itself tells us by clear implica- 
tion, that we are so degraded, we are 
such a mass of criminals, that it is 
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necessary ter offer rewards to some 
of us to bring others to justice. 
Gentlemen, how comes it such 
v great gaols are necessary ; how 
comes it this England never wanted 
these great gaols, penitentiaries, and 
mad-houses .before ? how comes it ? 
It is essential to know, and l here 
take the liberty distinctly to state, 
presuming all of you may not' know, 
that such a thing as a reward for the 
' apprehension of a criminal,- or for 
information against a criminal, was 
never known of in England, was 
held in abhorrence in England, till 
that cursed year in which the Bank 
of England was first established. — 
(Loud applause). The Bank of 
England was established in the year 
1695 — that year saw the first law 
pass for rewarding an Englishman 
for being the apprehender of his 
neighbour. Nevertheless, I still re- 
peat -that it is absolutely necessary 
that even this should be ; for if I 
were Minister to-m&rrow, and Par* 
liament were to say, You must carry 
on this system of taxation — of paper 
money— this funding and taxing sys- 
tem— that you must do I should 
say, I will have nothing to do with it 
while you suffer the ancient laws of 
England to exist j dispense with 
•these laws— give me the laws of 
Austria— give me some such laws as 
these — let me have robbing orchards 
to be felony, and let me have the 
power of paying^ one man to be the 
Accuser oi another — then I will car- 
ry on your system. And it is un- 
reasonable to charge Ministers with 
these encroachments, if Ministers 
are to carry on this system of taxa- 
tion.— (Hear, hear.) Gentlemen, we 
areacGu^d of being revolutionists — 
of being designing men— (laughing) 
*—men who want to overturn the 
ancient Constitution of thp /v » | mtry, 
and all its ancient Jaws Tnef 
contrary. We want- li ^ ust . tlle 
•countr/ and oil T ant the ancie nt 
■took L thi! lts vene . rab le laws, 
stateman , M r p e "^ erp I 131 "S y°" n g 


ment to sound principles of Govern- 
ment — remarkable for his attach- 
ment to the Constitution of the 
country — remarkable for his deter- 
mination that he will have no en- 
croachments on the Constitution. 
This very Mr. Peel is now goiag to 
repeal some of the. ancient laws of 
England, as far as relates to crimi- 
nal matter, from the reign of Edward 
the First down to the reign of George 
the*F6urth. That, then, is your 
Revolutionist. — (Hear, hear.) What 
should 'we do any more, if we had 
our full swing?— (Laughter.) Could 
we go to work faster than that?— 
(Applause.) He begins in the 3d 
year of Edward the Third, with re- 
pealing a salutary law for not send- 
ing a person to prison for a pitiful 
oftence. That law says, “ No man 
shall be shut up in gaol, even if a 
Grand Jury find him guilty of a 
trifling oftence so tender were the 
laws of our liberties. Mr. Peel be- 
gins with repealing that law. Burke 
says, the Constitution of England is 
to be found in the laws of England — . 
in the whole body of the laws, and 
particularly the municipal laws. This 
comes, with a single sweep, and re- 
peals a mass of the laws, from the 3d 
Edward the Third to George the 
Fourth ; but he is not to be called a 
revolutionist, but a sound and con- 
stitutional politician. There is, how* 
ever, an ancient law or usage, or set 
of laws and usages, which Ministers 
have not attempted or desired to 
tread upon — I mean the laws relat- 
ing to rotten boroughs. — (Hear, hear.) 
To alter the Law of Orchards is 
conformable to the improvement of 
the age — to the enlightened state of 
the age ; but, as to rotten boroughs, 
they must remain as they are. If 
we ask for alteration there, we are 
instantly termed innovators, who 
turn things, topsyturvy, 
want v Ha* been the pro- . 

Gentlemen, sucn Gney.. It., 

gress and effects of paper- m,.. ' ' ~ •- 
.^ in.tbe first. pW product po . 
ert J j such £s ; . the country never 
knew any thing of before. 
that poverty I have given you 
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several proofs. This has pro- scaring, not exactly that * ] Jl Smithy- 
difced a mass of crimes such awise man ; and last, not least, HUd^ 
ais never existed in point of number son Gurney, as cunning a gentleman* 
in any country but this. This poverty as I happen to know* of. These were- 
has made property of every descrip- the conjurers, who assisted the other-' - 
tton insecure, and yet no mail pro- conjurers with their advice. Here is 1 
ppses a scheme by which the evil may an account of the advice they gave<- 
hfe removed. They go on adding (holding up a large book.) The print- 
punishment to punishment, new ing has cost I am sure 10 , 000 /. or* 
crime to new crime, new jail to new 15,000/. ! Here is the result of thes 
jail, but never think of removing the advice which these conjurers gave— 
cause of the whole; and until the this is the Report on which the 
cause be removed, there never will was brought in. Parliament did it 
be- peace or happiness in England. — with the greatest ‘deliberation, and 
(Hear, hear.) Gentlemen, I am afraid the greatest desire to give security 
Thave almost tired you. — (No, no ; and stability to the finances of the 
go on.) I intended before I sat down, country. This Report reaehed me in- 
fo advert a little more in detail to Long Island, in two months after it 
the cause of our meeting here this was printed and issued by the House 
day. You all remember that in 1819, of Commons, and with it came the 
the Parliament enacted they would project of the Bill, soon afterwards 
certainly return to payments in gold the Bill itself: and, in about five 
and silver. In 1819, the Bill, you months from the day that- the Bilt 
•recollect, was brought in with all was passed; five months from the 
possible formality. They took, by conclusion of the Herculean labours 
their Committees and otherwise, five of these matchless statesmen — these 
whole , months to inquire into the shining patriots, who bad - spent so 
necessity of it. I will shew you the re- many hours by (lay and night, study- 
suit of their inquiries : it is a book, ing how they might do honour to 
larger Rian the Testament. The the country— in about- five months 
Committee sat from February 1819, after that, while the public, andespei 
lift June. Then a Report was made dally, the loyal, were exulting at the 
torfhe House, and, after due delibe- false predictions that the Bank woiim x 
^afton and ' long debates in both never pay in -specie again 5 while 
Houses, they passed the Bill ; and they were exulting in the disappoint* 
when they hid passed the Bill, they ment of those malignapt 'persons^ 
congratulated each other as heartily while the public in England were. en- 
as 1 congratulate you to-day, and joying the prospect: of returnrog to 
closed the whole by a declaration, on that healthy state of currenepwmea 
the part of the' Minister, that now the existedin the time ofour foremhers. 
"question was set at rest for ever . They Just at that time in^droppeamy 
came to ah unanimous vote, passed words from across the sea; saying 
the Bill, which was the result of all the BMP never can be earned into 
the inquiries carried on by the Com- effect, and if it is* -I wilbgive-Gastle- " 
nfittee,and it is’ not amiss you should reagh and Sid iwouth leave to >wml 
V»nW thp. worthies consulted bv thiS me upon one of the hottest *of«tlto 

‘^Smniiftee. Among them were gtidiirohs, while Canning i may >sta«d 

ISamnel Thhtqtori, an agedBanhDi; b&if hedike** andsthmexoateand v 
tectot; J()lhv Jry intone dr the Batik laugh.! (Bercitherewasaioud burnt 

most of applause, most of the .company 
w profednd merchant of Liverpool j standme up- and waving their hanu- 
Ricaido,^ an orade ; Nathaniel kerchief) Now* .Gentteraen^ hwe 
Bbthschild^ wnb. W ihore then, ah wenotMighbtor^dicel (ApplauaeO 
Goldsmidt;htie>f 

rfaftdm n ^xahden assto^^^^WmaRndenablemulo 
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rejoice; for- without friends itwguld 
have beqn impossible- to endure 
that which I have endured on acr 
count of this great and. just cause. 
—(Great applause.) We are all 
men who have had to withstand 
scorn, laughter, taunting, and inju- 
ries of a much more serious nature. 
I have known, I could say, hundreds 
of men, who have been kept in, a 
state of depression, who have,- in fact, 
been in a great part ruined, some- of 
them absolutely/ only because they 
«. contended that J was right. It is not 
in human nature not to rejoice under 
spch , circumstances. It is not : in 
human nature to hold one’s tongue 
—we should be base creatures, un- 
Worthy of any good fortune ; it would 
be an affectation wholly unpardon- 
aple^we must be the grossest of 
hypocrites,. if we did not on this occa- 
sion rejoice, and express our joy. 
Some may differ from me on other 
subjects, hut if they agree on this 
great subject, are they not to join on 
this occasion? I wish no man to fol- 
lOw me through all-my opinions ;.but 
on this subject there can.be no dif- 
ference of opinion. They committed 
the sin of Peel’s Bill. in: the face of 
warning. In 1818, Tierney recOm- 
mendeu the House to pass such a 
Siii : 1 If you do. pass such a 
■Bill, such and such will he the con-, 
sequence; you< cannot carry it into 
enect. This was a year before they 
passed n. When it was passed, they 
chuckled and laughed in their sleeve, 
and alluded to me, -as. far as it was 
Proper for such great men. Lord 
JUkverpool. alluded to me, saying, that 
persons who were quite illiterate, ffe- 
qnently wrote upon- the subject 
fney thought, after they had been 
£9«ig ou r very capitally for a year, Q 
her is. wKong^I likea parcel of children, 

ot van pvervwitted wife who thinks 

n^sclf wiser than, her husband. 

. I'reafineki . Prosperity Robinson” 
3®??^ with. hi^report-nr that unhappy, 
it Js 

25 141 t *v lls Pr Qvidence haa done it 
^TalvoliQ^whO wondered 
Baw the d*— 1 his mistresacould fall in 


love with him, he was such an ugjy 
beast r it is Providence who has dope 
.it, said he. Prosperity Robinson 
certainly had Malvolio in his eye 
when he made that speech. « Yes' 
yes,” cries Mr. Robinson, « it is the 
Parliament that has done all. Then 
he continues, Where are the Reform- 
ers now,? Before this there might 
have been some reason for the ap- 
pearance of such persons.- The cuy 
cumstances of the country might 
have justified them in thinking that 
there was something wrong going on. 
But now what do they say ? Let those 
persons look at the condition of th© 
country now. Such was the language 
of Mr. Prosperity Robinson ; and the 
contemptible, the bare-faced farce 
was carried on, even up to July last, 
when these Ministers had the auda-* 
city to put into the King’s mouth 
such expressions, as. that the prospe- 
rity oUthe country was established 
on a solid basis, and that it was in* 
creasing. W ell, what happened after 
this ? Need I relate it to you ? The 
flood-gates were broken .open, alt 
gave way, and I am sure it is not ne- 
cessary to detail to you what .took 
place since that. The system went 
to pieces; it appeared like a wrecked 
vessel on the waters, with nothin a- 
but a hulk and jury-masts, and Gocf 
only knew what destiny it would take; 
no — I do not— (Cheers.) Gentlemen, 

I do. not blame these Ministers; they 
have done the best, probably, they 
could. For my own part, I consider ' 
them unfit, not only to do .the busi- 
ness of the nation, but even to un¥ 
dertake the concerns of their respect 
tive parishes,^ A laugh, and cheers.) 
What elseean I say pf rtien, who are 
continually going about from one 
thing to another, chopping andchdng. 
ing— -saying to-day, that a pqor maij 
shall have it in. his power to have ^ 
piece of. gold, and to-morrow resist- 
mg a clause in a Bill which 
Enable the poor man to. obtain goja 
Under circumstances where. he Qugm 
legally .to* obtain^ jt ? When I .fed 
all this contemptible veering about 
— this^hiliy-sbafly wo^kr^p^^dS 
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otherwise than express my opinion j 
that they are unfit for the business 
which they have undertaken ? Such, 
Gentlemen, is the state in which we 
stand at this moment. — Allow me 
to mention, that I have just heard 
that these Ministers have formed 
the determination not to extend the 
Small-Note Bill to Scotland. Gen- 
tlemen, all I can say is, that if they 
do not — if they carry the Bill in 
England, and do not include Scot- 
land in the same measure, they will 
produce such confusion as we re- 
member took place in New Jersey. 
But, Gentlemen, whatever we may 
say in other respects, there is one 
thing for which I thank these Minis- 
ters — I mean, for smiting down the 
rook6. — (Applause.) I will by and 
by take the liberty of proposing the 
health of these Ministers on that 
score alone. They deserve it, let me 
tell you, for they have done that for 
ti$ which wiser men, perhaps, would 
not have given us. — (Cheers, and 
laughter.) For fonce, Gentlemen, 
their short-sightedness has done us 
~ some benefit; and, in that respect, 
what may we not expect from their 
future exertions ?— (Cheers.) Gen- 
tlemen, I have detained you too long 
— (No, no) ; but K on such an occa- 
sion, I. could not say less ; less, at 
least, was not expected from me. 
Allow me then to thank yoti most 
sincerely for the honour you have 
done me by the way in which you 
have received me. I congratulate 
you, as I am sure there is no one 
present who is not here to congratu- 
late me on this day. I thank you 
tyith all my heart. I hope and fer- 
vently pray that no man of you may 
ever suffer from the paper-system; 
and I hope and trust, that no one of 
you will ever have to regret, your 
having come here to-day to shew 
your friendship towards William 
Cobbetl. — (The assembly rose, and 
applauded for several minutes whilst 
Standing.) 

. After a pause, the Chairman pro- 
posed — 

“THE KING, and may. he once 


more and exclusively exercise the pre- 
rogative of making money** — -(A laugh 
and cheers.) 

Toast — “ The industrious and la- 
bouring people , and may their food and 
raiment cease to be taken from them by 
the juggling of the paper system.** 

f< The health of Sir T. Beevor ,** 
was then drunk with great applause. 

Sir T. Beevor returned thanks. — 
He said that the only thing which* 
had induced him to take a part ia 
political affairs was, his anxious de- 
sire to promote the return to Parlia- 
ment of the great political writer 
and great man, the triumph of whose 
principles they were that day met to 
celebrate. He had supported those 
principles at some sacrifice, for every 
relative he had in the world was op- 
posed to them. He wished to allude 
to the subscription set on foot for the 
purpose of returning Mr. Cobbett to 
Parliament. He begged to say that 
it was going on steadily. There 
were now between one and two 
thousand pounds in actual' cash in 
his hands. Besides this, there was 
a considerable sum promised— a sum 
which he could reckon — at least, the 
promise of it was* as good as the 
promise of payment which was al- 
lowed to circulate through the coun- 
try— the promises were far more va- 
luable than those of the rdoks.— 
(Cheers.) He was happy to say 
that his own county (Norfolk) was 
foremost in this subscription. Next 
to it was the Metropolis and the 
country fifty miles round. If every 
county in England behaved as well 
as, Norfolk, they would not only 
obtain one, but six seats in the next 
Parliament. There was a reason for 
this ; and he attributed it to the cir- 
cumstance of the great sale of the 
Register in the county of Norfolk ; 
for he would venture to say, that one, 
at least, out of thirty, of the Regis- 
ters, were disposed of in that county; 
and he owned he was proud of the 
circumstance. He coftcluded by pro- 
posing the health of the Chairman,, 
with as many cheers as they thought 
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The health was drunk with three 
times three, and great applause. 

Mr. Cobbett said he thought he 
would be unjustifiable in detaining 
them a moment after their having 
extended so much indulgence to him 
already. He would therefore propose 
a toast, which he did as follows, 
amidst shouts of laughter — “ Beef, 
mutton, pork, and veal, may they be 
again, as they formerly were , the 
food of the poorer sort of people in 
this kingdom.” 

, Mr. Cobbett — Gentlemen, I should 

have followed up this last toast by 
another, which 1 shall now propose 
as a companion to it. The last one, 
allow me to say, was not of that 
intellectual character ' which suits 
this improved age — (Laughter and 
cheers); an age, be it observed, 
in which the gaols are so large, and 
the dinners so small — (Laughter.) 
The toast which I now give is of a 
more intellectual cast; it puts us 
more nearly on a level with the 
wast improvement of the time. — 
(A laugh.) Gentlemen, I give you — 
“ Potatoes, and potatoes alone, may 
they become the '< diet of those who still 
uphold the paper-money” — (Laughter 
and cheers.) 

The health of Lord Folkstone was 
then proposed and drunk with great 
applause. 

He then proposed — “ The Land- 
lords of England; may they adopt 
measures to preserve their estates with- 
out resorting . to a Corn Bill or a 
Bread Tax” 

The health of Colonel Johnstone , 
M. P ,, was then proposed . 

Mr. Wells (of Huntingdon) re- 
turned thanks in an able speech. 

Mr. Cobbett — Gentlemen, it has 
been said and industriously propa- 
gated that I am an enemy to mer- 
chants and to commercial men in 
general. I am now going to propose 
their healths. We have been told 
that this country was not acquainted 
with commercial men till the time 
° j I?* England had merchants, 
and honourable and wise merchants, 
she had statesmen much too 


sensible to babble about free trade . 
These men acted on an uniform 
principle, according to which they 
neyer regarded as gain any thing by 
which the rival gained also. I re- 
member, for instance, one law of 
Henry VJ. which provided that if 
woollens were sent abroad, nothing 
but gold should come back; and if 
the French sent wines to us, nothing 
but woollens should go to them.— 
(Cheers.) This is what I call free 
trade; this is a species of* transac- 
tion in which both dealers cannot 
certainly be gainers. The only thing, 
on which I set any value, in Locke's 
writings, is a maxim of his, that the 
profit commerce of a nation does 
not consist in positive gain, but in 
making your neighbour lose. —(Ap- 
plause.) Are we not, forsooth, to 
cry out against these men — against 
this pitiful race of statesmen, who 
hold out to us the notion that com- 
merce may be so carried on as th^£ 
all nations may gain ? The thing is 
absurd. v In former times the inva- 
riable policy of the country was not 
to carry on commercial intercourse 
with a country unless we could ex- 
clusively gain by it. We all know 
very well that principles of morality 
are not very much encouraged accord-, 
ing as commerce is cultivated. We 
know very well, for instance, that in 
this very city of London large sums 
were amassed by persons, natives of 
the country, by selling powder and 
ball in the time of war to the national 
enemy. We all are prepared to ad- 
mit that the tendency of commerce 
is to make men regardless of the ties 
of country. Then, Gentlemen, in 
commercial transactions between 
nations there can be no equality—, 
no reciprocity of advantage. The 
more .powerful will, and ought to 
have the advantage. The principle 
between nations is, and ever will be 
I — might is right. The bragging of 
this age would make us believe, that 
there were no merchants in England 
in former times. Why, a consider- 
able part of the monasteries in this 
kingdom were actually founded by 
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' merchants ; this was at least 400 
years ago. 1 find, in looking to the 
’records of such or such a monastery; 

“ founded by such and such a one, 
merchant, of London/’ Judge you, 

; then, is the merchant of London a 

■ character of yesterday ? Let me Say, 
-then, I do not seek to injure the 

character, or destroy the reputation 
r of the merchant. I shall, then, if 
you please, propose to you, “27/e 
' Merchants of the kingdom, and may 
they ,' like the merchants of former 

■ times , be renowned for their abhorrence 
1 of gambling and trickery /' — (Cheers.) 

The Chairman then proposed the 
health of Mr. Thomas Smith, of 
' Liverpool, the gentleman who un- 
dertook the charge of the Registers , 

‘ in manuscript, which 'Mr. Cobbett 
sent over to this, country, during his 
residence in Long Island/' 

The toast being drunk, 

Mr. Smith returned thanks. He 
^claimed no praise for doing that 
' which he believed thousands of his 
countrymen would havte readily un- 
1 dertaken, had they been in his circum- 
stances. But he had been always 
convinced of the mischief of the 
paper system. What else was it but 
‘ the baneful paper system which had 
produced 1 such an anomaly as this; 
Whilst this country was subscribing 
‘ thousands of poufids for the starving 
poor of Ireland, the markets of Liver- 
: pool was overstocked with Irish pro- 
1 visions of all sorts. — (Applause.) 

The CAairn?a?i-^-Gentlemen, these 
‘Ministers of ours are not so much 
' objects of admiration or gratitude ; 
but when they have done a good 

- deed, though even if it should be by 
^mistake, yet we had better take the 
"deed for > the will, and give them cre- 
dit so 1 far. Gentlemen, we have a 
‘right to thank' them in part — -to stand 
by them to that extent^ for we find 

, that they are censbred by *our ene- 
mies for- the very thing which we 
• think they deserve approbation for 
‘• doing. They have laid the axe to 

- the root of the accursed paper system. 
Let : tne prepose thhn the? health —I 

vj don’t meaix precisely the health of 


f T iRlffcAND. _ W&L - 

the Ministers— butlet us thank them 
for having intended to.put an end to 
the worthless rags. — Toast: 4C The 
Ministers. Thanks to them for 
their intention to put an end to the 
worthless rags, which, worthless as 
they are, can cause famine in the 
midst of plenty.” 

Tlie Chairman then proposed, " the 
health of Mr. Jones of Bristol. (Ap- 
plause.) , , . 

That Gentleman returned thanks 
briefly. 

v Mr. Wells then proposed “ the 
health of Mrs. Cobbett and family/' 

Mr. Cobbett returned thanks. 

On his retiring, many of those 
present got about him, and eagerly 
sought 'to pay him some mark ot 
respect. 


FRIENDS IN IRELAND. 

The following Letters will speak 
for themselves, and, therefore, 
there is no necessity of my making 
any remark upon $he subject. 

TO WILLIAM COBBETT, ESQ. 

Reqister Office, Suffolk- street, Dublin, 
April 6, 1826. 

My dear Sir, 

I published the following notifica- 
tion in the Morning Register of the 
8th of March 

We have heard a wish expressed by 
many that a subscription should be 
opened in Dublin, for the purpose of 
aiding the effort to bring Mr. Cobbett 
into Parliament. We ourselves have 
a strong desire that this effort should 
he successful, and we shall be most 
happy to forward to the Committee in 
London, (with our own mite,) the con- 
tribution of any gentleman# whose feel- 
ings on the sfibject accord- with oar 
own. 1 

I expect subscriptions from many 
persons, but as yet only one contri- 
bution has been placed in my hands. 
This contribution, however, is highly 
honourable to you and your cause, 
and when" stating to you" its amount, 
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and mentioning- the name of the 
.donor, I hope it will be considered 
that I lake an excusable liberty in 
also making you acquainted with 
the sentiments, regarding the project 
of your friends, and your personal 
-deserts* -which were expressed in the 
letter that conveyed it to niv cus- 
tody:— ' 

28 Ih March , 1826. * 

•Dear Sir, 

I have requested Mr. Hart to send, 
you 20J. as my subscription towards 
the election of Mr. Lobbett.— *-The 
smallness of the sum is more propoiv 
- honed to my means, and the misery I 
endeavour to alleviate amongst’ our 
neglected and ill-treated people, than 
to my wishes regarding a person whom 
■ 1 think, the ablest advocate of liberty 
in bis own countVy, and of fair play to 
mankind in general. To Mr. Cobbett, 
all friends of .Economy and Reform are 
greatly indebted, and the Catholics of 
Jnelaad owe him more than to any 
other individual in existence, with the 
exception, perhaps, -of the most excel- 
lent Earl of Fingall. For more than 
twenty years his writings have been to 
me a source of amusement, and in- 
struction in agriculture, industry, and 
politics. 

I am, dear Sir, 

Your humble Servant, 

CLONCURRY. 

To M. Staunton, Esq. 

Lord Cloncurry, Sir, is one of the 
most popular men in this country. 
He is familiarly known by the appel- 
lation of “ THE POOR MAN’S PEER.” 

He has what would even be consi- 
dered in England an ample fortune — 
but a fortune, ample as it is, far too 
‘small for his ambition to be pub- 
licly and privately bountiful. He is 
a man of high education, of taste in 
the arts, of well - exercised literary 
talents, and of powers of elocution 
which would entitle him to occupy 
• a very distinguished place amongst 
‘ the speakers of your House of Peers 
^of which, let me add, he would 
•have long since been a member if 
1 he had notdoved his country so well. 
3Ve. have very few: resident noble- 
-imenj he is- one of them. We have 


still fewer, who from qualities, either 
of head or heart, are capable of being 
extensively useful in their residence; 
.perhaps the most prominent of these 
rare benefactors- of their country is 
-this ex-cedent individual. He is a 
practical farmer, living in a distrust 
in which he has spread Cultivation, 
and, £in spite of some remarkable 
incentives to turbulence proceedings 
from the agents of authority) con- 
trived to maintain peace; he is in 
encouragerof arts and manufactures; 
a promoter of education and all sorts n 
of industry; a good employer, a‘li- 
beral landlord ; and added to all* the 
dispenser of a magnificent hospita- 
lity. I feel that 1 sketch the quali- 
ties of the, Noble Lord feebly apd 
imperfectly, but I am anxious to put 
something upon paper from which 
your friends in * England may ' be 
able to form some estihiate of the 
personal and public character of the 
man who has thought proper to put 
his name at the head of the . list'of 
contributors to the effort to bripg 
you into Parliament, which has been 
opened in this country. 

I have said that I expect subscrip- 
tions from many persons. I am not 
in communication with Mr. 0‘Con~ 
nell— -but I only state what is known > 
to most of his friends, yhen I men— . 
tion, that he, from the beginning, - 
declared his intention of becoming 
a contributor. I hope I do not take 
too much liberty in introducing, his 
name here without any authority 
from himself-—but reasons* which X 
need not particularly mention, sug 
gest to me, that I should not suffer 
this letter to reach its destination 
without stating what are so well 
known to be his declared intentions, 
on a matter so ‘interesting -to Irish- 
men -in general* T 

I have-the honour to be, 

-My dear Sir, 

* Your very faithful and 
'■ devoted Servant, 

; Michael Staunton. 

To WxUiani 'Cobbett. Esq.. ■ > 


April45, 1926, 
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To Michael Staunton, Esq. 


m 


TO 


MICHAEL STAUNTON, Esq. 


^ Kensington, Vlth April , 1826. 

Mv dear Sir, 

Your letter to me of the bth 
instant, including that of Lord | 
Cloncurry, has, as you may, in- 
deed, well suppose, given me very 
great satisfaction I could not 
be unacquainted with the many 
excellent qualities, which are well, 
known to distinguish that noble- 
man; but, many and great as 
they are, the familiar appellation, 
which is cited by you, fully com- 
prises the whole ; for, when we 
have detailed and described the 
various abuses, corruptions, in- 
juries, embarrassments, distresses, 
misfortunes, and evils ot every 
sort, by which we are beset, we 
always come to the one, great, 
and dreadful consequence, name- 
ly, the impoverishment of the main 
body of the people , from which 
impoverishment we find proceed- 
ing, as branches from the trunk, 
that mass of crimes and of hypo- 
crisy, and all those innovations on 
' the law, which threaten to leave 
us not a vestige of the justly boast- 
" ed liberties which our forefathers 
enjoyed. 

To look back, and see the state 
of the country in the days >of those 
forefathers, makes one hang the 
head, with shame. Were they to 
rise from the grave, and see the 
present condition of the mass of 
the people ; and were they to find, 
that no untoward seasons, no con- 
vulsions of nature, had produced 
this change, and that this was be- 
come our usual and settled state, 
they would call upon the turf 
again to interpose between them 
and the hideous sight. My ob- 


I ject, my sole object, in wishing to 
obtain a sdat in parliament, is, 
the securing of a better chance 
than I now have of doing thkt, ( 
which mighl assist others in en- 
deavours to bring about measures, 
the tendency of which would be 
to better the lot of the working 
classes, who now, in every part 
of the kingdom, are steeped in 
misery so abject- as to make no 
reasonable man expect truth or 
honesty at their hands. To change 
this state of things is, and, for 
more than twenty years, has in- 
variably been, my ruling object ; 
and, I most solemnly declare, that, 
if 1 thought it impossible to do ' 
any thing towards the accom- 
plishment of that object, I would, 
dearly as I love my country, quit 
her shores for ever, and leave to 
him who can tranquilly endure it, 
the disgrace of forming one of a 
community, in which it is felony 
to take an apple from a tree, and 
fronr which men are frequently 
transported for the crime of being 
fifteen minutes absent from their 
dwellings between sun-set and 
sun-rise. 

I was, not long ago, far distant 
from this disgraceful scenes I was 
not only in a state of safety, but 
was surrounded by cordial and 
admiring friends ; and by all thosft 
circumstances which tend to make 
life pleasant. But, unable to et 
face from my recollection the de- 
graded state of my country^ and 
thinking that I had the power to 
assist in her restoration, 1 followed 
the dictates of duty in preference 
to* those of selfish enjoyment. I 
was by no means unaware of the 
toils, the difficulties, the dangers 
I had to encounter ; but, when I 
saw the American labourer three 
times a day sitting down to his 
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meal of solid meat ; when I be- 
held him well clothed and of lusty 
frame ; and when I reflected, that 
he was descended from the same 
stock with the ragged and potato- 
fed skeletons that 1 had left behind 
me, my cheek burned at the cow- 
ardly thought of- closing my eyes 
for ever without an attempt to re- 
store them to happiness. 

This attempt 1 have made, I 
am constantly making, and 1 now 
wish to make with additional 
means. If those means be placed 
within my reach, 1 can safely trust 
my heart, that my use of them 
will be such as not to disappoint 
the hopes and expectations even 
of the noble Lord, of whose com- 
mendations 1 am so justly proud. 
As to ill-treated Ireland, where, 
you are kind enough to say, the 
securing of these means is a mat- 
ter of general interest, though no 
prospect of good to myself, no 
marks of her gratitude can add 
to the desire which 1 have long 
entertained of seeing her obtain 
justice at the hands of England, ' 
and though nothing of a contrary 
nature, were I to experience it, 
could diminish that desire, yet the 
circumstance which you state, 
with regard to the intention of 
Mr. 0‘Connell, induces me to 
assure you, that in no case what- 
ever, and never less than in this, 
have I suffered private pique to 
lurk about my breast, when ten- 
dered reconciliation came accom- 
panied with unequivocal and pub- 
licly avowed concurrence in the 
performance of public duty. 

For yourself, my dear Sir, ac- 
cept my best thanks for the man- 
ner as well as matter of your 
communication, and believe me to 
Temain, Your faithful, and 
most obedient Servant, 

Wm, cobbett. 


THE HUSKISSON JOB. 


A correspondent has re- 
minded me 'of some of the ad- 
ventures of Mr. Huskisson’s 
outset in the world. These 1 shall 
probably notice next week, when 
I propose to shew that Mr. Hus- 
kisson was very largely overpaid, 
without one shilling even of those 
two thousand pounds which have 
now been added to his income. 
It is not mending the matter to 
reduce the proposed five thousand 
additional pounds to two. It merely 
serves as a gloss . It merely serves 
to deceive the people. The five 
thousand was just as well merited 
as the two are ; and the opposition, 
as Mr. Tierney, very justly called 
it, is as much, to all intents and 
purposes, “ His Majesty's oppo- 
sition ” as the Ministry is His Ma- 
jesty’s Ministry. The whole are, 
with very few exceptions, as the 
people at Maidstone told the una- 
nimous Kentish Addressers, “ tar- 
red with the same brush.” 


PRICE OF CORN. 

There are persons, who, seeing 
that the price of corn does not 
fall so fast as might have been 
expected from that decrease in the 
quantity of paper-money which has 
brought a considerable quantity of 
gold into the country ; there are 
persons, who regard tins as a sign 
that the quantity of paper in cir- 
culation has not-so much effect as 
I say it has on the prices of pro- 
duce. In the first place, corn is 
very far. from being the only pro- 
duce of land. Meat, wool, hides, 
timber, underwood, cattle, sheep, 
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pigs, poujtry; all these together for his people r though this <wftre 
are - worthlabout seven times as to be- the ease, has any bne;ever 
much every year^ as the corn is pretended, that «Aortcro/*s or wfet 
worth; and all these, including harvests might not cause wheat to 
butter and cheese* have fallen be ten or fifteen shillings a bushel ? 
wore than one-fourth part in We have not had very shbrt crops, 
/price, since late panic began, nor very wet harvests for pome 
!Then, in the next. place, wheat years past, but the squandering 
alone, is not to be taken, but the consumption of the two last years 
six sorts of corn ; and, taking the was enofmous, and the supply in 
six sorts . together, the price has the London market of the’ last 
fallen pretty nearly one- fifth dur- three months will clearly shew 
ing the last four months. Wheat that the stock at present in hand 
' itself has fallen more than a sixth , is comparatively small. I am 
■ and lastly, we are to take into now about toinsert a statement ef 
view the state of the supply, that three sorts, of corn and flour sold 
ds to say, the state of the quan- in the London market, during the 
tky in hand; for though there first three months of 1825, and of 
were to be nothing but a gold and those sold in the same market dur- 
silver 'Currency in the country ; ing the first three months of 
though the rags were to be com- 1826. The statement relates to 
pletely abolished ; though the wheat, harley, oats and flour. 
King were, agreeably to our toast The figures represent the number 
at the Feast of the Gridiron, to be of quarters of corn and the number 
again the sole maker of money of sacks of flour. 


Wheat. 

Barley. 

Oats. 

Flour. 


118, £15 .. 

..137,847 .. 

.. 264,350 .. 

.. 162,584 

. . first 3 months 1825. 

-60,538 .. 

.. 57,910 .. 

.. 243,523 .. 

.. 125,656 .. 

. . first 3 months 1826. 

57,677 

79,937 

20,827 

36,928 .. 

. . decrease. 


Thus, the readerwill see that to six shillings a bushel, instead of 
the supply of wheat has fallen off beingrat seven shillings a bushel, 
nearly one half, and the supply of as the average account now tells 
barley more 'than one-half. The us .it is. But the fanner gets no- 
*eupply of eats not much; but the thing, and the landlord gets r no- 
*upply of flour about a fifth. The thing, by the eeven shillings^ 
question to be put to those who bushel. The farmer has less to 
still cling to the hope that the cur- sell than he had to eeil last year ; 
rency can be diminished in quan- and he receives no more money 
tity, that gold can circulate, with- for it at seven shillings a bushel 
oukany great reduction of prices ; than he would have received last 
those who cling to this foolish hope, year, by selling it from five; do 
- >t be question tobe put to them is.this : < 8124 * shillings a bushel. He car- 
* What 'mould now have been the vies home no more i money: at last, 
' pqice, if the supply 1 of this year than, with his last year’s stocky fie 
had been equal in amount ta< the would haw carried, home with the 
-^supply pf last year ? Why, further reduced . price. ; Away* 
'wbeat would have been, from five then, with your hopes, you that 
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dream, fortbe second ortbird 
ffime; you thht still entertain the 
%ope 1 that Prosperity' Robinson 
'Will be a true, and that I shall be 
*a false, Prophet. r I again say, 
■that,' -to make gold stay in this 
country, without a very great re- 
duction of the taxes, will make the 
'sufferings of the country intoler- 
able, unless the landlords Choose 
f to forego all rents, or, in other 
■words, to give up their estates to 
"the tax-eaters. 

THE KING’S FEET. 


1 read, the other day, the re- 
port of some speeches of enlight- 
ened operatives, who were met to 
consider of petitioning against the 
Corn Bilk, the following words : — 
fi If the landlords persevere in 
“imposing a tax on bread, we 
“ will cease to make applications 
*- to them for redress, and lay an 
‘ “ account of our sufferings at the 
“feet of our Soveteign” If I were 
their sovereign , 1 would add one 
suffering to those which they al- 
ready endure ; for, to a certainty, 
one of my feet should give them a 
souse in the chops. Whence this 
1 semle language \ It was wholly 
unknown to Englishmen before 
Ihe days of God-save- the-King 
loyalty, which began about thirty- 
two years ago. ’ Majesty and wo- 
~ narc.h were wholly unknown* in 
"England until after the Protest- 
ant Reformation. The King was 
called his Highness ; and it is cu- 
rious to observe that the moment 
the nation dropped that title j it 
h began to sink in point of relative 
♦ power, in 1 comparison • with * the 
'Rations of the continent. The 
’coxcombs now talk of nothing 


short of empire. ( We have gbt wb 
“ imperial gallon” and an “ im- 
perial yard ” so declared by Att of 
Parliament ; and, F verily believe, 
that, if“ late panic* -had not luckily 
come, in-time, we should have had 
! an emperor this very year. NeW, 
numerous, and big-sounding titled, 
and adulatofy language from the 
people to the sovereign, whether in 
poems or petitions, have inva- 
riably been amongst the' signs of 
a sinking state. Rut, to say the 
truth, for labouring people to be 
ashamed of the honest names of 
mechanic , artisan , journeyman 7 
and labourer, is just of the same 
character, and proceeds from the 
same cause, as this stuff about 
the King's feet. It is a species of 
ridiculous pride* for men to call 
themselves operatives , instead 6f 
using the well-known appellation 
of journeyman or labourer ; arid 
wherever such vain pride is dis- 
coverable, you always find it to 
have scurrility as a counterpoise. 

** Meanness that sours , and pride that ticks 
the dust.” 

PROTESTANT 
“ REFORMATION.” 

This Work is now finished, ft 
contains sixteen numbers, wbidh 
may be had in loose numbers, at 
four shillings ; or, any single num- 
ber may be had for three pence ; 
or the whole may be' had, neatly 
bound in boards, for four shillings 
and sixpence. It was my intention 
to publish a list of alt the 1 Abbeys, 
Priories , ' Hospitals, fyc.. divided 
under the heads* of the several 
Comities, to give the date of the 
foundation ; the name of the fbufi- 
der, the vhlue^ of' each jrieefe^bf 
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property at the time of the sei- 
zure, and the value that it would 
have been of at this time; and 
also the name of the •person to 
whom each parcel of property 
was given by Henry VI II. 
and his successors . Such was 
my intention ; but I could not do 
justice to the work itself in less 
than the sixteen numbers of which 
it is composed ; and this makes the 
price of the work four shillings 
and sixpence, a price much higher 
than I could wish it to be ; because 
no reasonable person can expect 
that such prodigious labour as I 
have performed in the execution 
of this work should not be fol- 
lowed by some return of profit. 
To add the list of the monasteries 
in England and in Ireland, must 
necessarily increase the price full 
'one third. I may, perhaps, publish 
this list in a separate state ; but I 
cannot bring myself to load the work 
"with it, \yhich work I am extreme- 
ly anxious to cause to be read by 
as many persons as possible. 
When Mr. Charles Butler ob- 
jected to the passing of some vote 
expressive of Catholic gratitude 
to me, and which vote , observe , 
was not passed; at that time I 
„ entertained, but 1 had not express- 
ed, my intention to write this his- 
tory. This decision, on the part 
of the Catholics, did not prevent 
me from undertaking and per- 
. forming this mass of labour. The 
histoi'y of this history is this : 
when in Long Island, I wrote a 
letter addressed to Malthus, the 
check-population parson, the 
letter was entitled “ The rights oj 
the Poor.” The object of it was 
to shew that his project was not 
more hostile to humanity than, it 
was to the law of nature and to 
4he laws of England, which had 


always recognised the right of the 
indigent to receive relief from the 
land, let who would be the owners 
of that land. This led me to seek 
for proofs as to the principle upon 
which the poor were provided for 
in ancient times. 1 found, in the 
Acts of Parliament, and the 
Canons of the Church, the man- 
ner in which this relief was pro- 
vided for in Catholic times. This 
led me to trace the change from 
the beginning of the Reforma- 
tion, in the time of Henry VIII. 
to the enactment of the Poor-Laws 
in the reign of Elizabeth. As I 
was pursuing this inquiry, I saw 
what were the prices of labour, 
what the price of provisions and 
clothing, before the Reformation. 

I saw how happy the people then 
were, what a salutary effect the 
Catholic Church had with regard 
to their morals and their living. 
I knew how great and how famous 
England had been in those days, 
and I now discovered that her real 
solid wealth had been in propor- 
tion to her greatness and to her re- 
nown in arms ; but, above all 
things, my mind became deeply 
impressed with the ease and hap- 
piness which the common people 
enjoyed in those days, compared 
with that wretchedness and misery 
in which I had left them but a few 
months before the time of my in- 
quiries. I was stricken with the 
monstrous injustice of Protestant 
historians ; 1 reflected on the nu- 
merous instances in which I ray- 
self had been the dupe of their de- 
lusions; and, while my mind was 
full of the subject, I determined 
to write something in order to 
counteract that injustice. I even 
said, in a Register written in Long 
Island, that I would write aChurch 
History of England, which the 
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late Mr. Perry regarded as an 
excellent subject for a pretty little 
laughing paragraph. The matter, 
though in some sort banished from 
my mind by the tremendous deeds 
of the system, in 1819 and 1820, 
was never wholly forgotten. The 
ear after, the matter was revived 
y a very curious occurrence. 
The letter to Malthus, above- 
mentioned, together with several 
essays of mine, asserting the 
rights of the poor, having attracted 
the notice of some person (I do 
not know who) ; that' person sent 
me a book entitled “ The History 
“ of the Poor; their Rights, Du- 
“ ties, and the Laws respecting 
“them; by Thomas Ruggl.es, 
“ Esq., F. A. S., one of His Ma- 
“ jesty’s Justices of the Peace for 
“the Counties of Essex and 
“ Suffolk.” In this work I found 
a Preface to the Second Edition, 
as well’ as to the First Edition. 
The book that I had was, of 
course,* of the Second Edition. 
In this preface to the Second Edi- 
tion, I found a passage to the fol- 
lowing effect: Mr. RUGGLES 
COMPLAINS THAT HIS 
WORK HAD BEEN TREAT- 
ED WITH SILENT NEG- 
LECT, 4 ON ACCOUNT OF A 
PASSAGE CONTAINED IN 
THE FIRST EDITION. Now, 
I beg the reader to bear this in 
ntind, and then he shall bear 
WHAT THIS PASSAGE 
WAS. He OMITTED this 
OFFENSIVE passage^ in the 
Second Edition. He omitted it 
in the Second Edition, for this 
reason; because its insertion iu 
the first, had caused his work to 
be treated with silent neglect ; 
and because it had caused to be 
called in question his principles 
AS A FRIEND TO THE 
HIERARCHY. Now then, what 


was this offensive passage? It 
was this, or at least this is his de- : 
scription of it : “ that there exist- ’ 
“ ed ah equitable expectation that 
“ the clergy of the present day" 
“ would assist in the management 
“ and domestic regulations of the 
“ poor ; because, IN CATHO- 
“ LIC TIMES, they were not 
u only spiritual pastors ; but dis— 
“ tributors of relief to the distress- 
ed OUT OF THE REVE-* 
“ NUES OF THE CHURCHY 
— There! That was the passage 
which caused this Protestant ma- 
gistrate’s book to be treated with 
silent neglect , and caused the 
author to be suspected not to be a 
friend to the hierarchy !— If any 
man wants more than that to con- 
vince him of the foul and base 
hostility which has been exercised 
towards the Catholics; if any 
man wants more than that, he is a 
willing dupe ; he is no Protestant 
from principle ; but from igno- 
rance or selfishness. — The reading 
of this preface to Mr. Ruggles’s 
book renewed in my mind my Long 
Island project. Still I did not put 
pen to paper; but, after the 
sufferings of Ireland, in 1822, 1 be- 
gan to read, now apd then, at my 
leisure, apd to set apart an hou^ 
or two, now and then, to think 
about the matter. I was quite 
prepared for the task when Mr. 
Butler begged and prayed of 
the Catholic Meeting, declared 
that he would go down upon Ids 
knees to them, if they would not 
pass a vote of thanks to me, lest 
they should give umbrage 1 b some 
of their most powerful friends f 
The conduct of Mr. Butler, arid 
the conduct of the meeting, had 
no effect upon me. I undertook' 
my job, and I neglected it not for; 
one day, until it was completed: 

1 Such is the history of the History 
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of? the Protestant Reformation,: 
Whiqh is now publishing i n two 
stereotype editions in the United 
States of America, in the English 
language ; which is now publish- 
ing in South America, in Spa- 
nish;; which is. now publishing by 
MneniGNON, a bookseller .at- Pa? J 
ris r in the French language ; 
Which is now publishing at Rome,, 
in Italian i which a gentleman has 
Written to me for my approbation, 
of his publishing, at (Geneva ; 
and (what I think ten thousand 
times more of than all the rest) 
which: is now read .by thousands 
upon thousands of sensible and 
just Protestants in England. It 
gives - me some pain to. reflect, 
that it would be great injus- 
tice to those* for whom it is 
my duty to provide, to publish it 
in England without a fair profit,, 
such as is usually attached to v a 
copy-right book, 1 have made it 
low-priced as I can without, 
going, further than my circum- 
stances, aU things considered, 
would render proper. If those 
circumstances would permit it, nil 
the people, of England should, read 
this book ; or* at least, should 
have it placed within their reach. 
In. order to do this thing well, I 
Have laid aside more than , one 
other thirig, which would have 
brought me much greater remu- 
neration for/ myt labour; .. and* 
therefore, further -sacrifices at my 
hands noreasonableman canpos- 
sihly t exp^chr-"! vcannot, at pre- 
sent, name any particular time 
when I shall publish the. List . x>f\ 
the. .Monasteries'; . but, as. I saw* 
before,. J cannot ibring . myself M 


of the book in any ways whatever, 
so. that, it may, it* now stahds, , 
be deemei complete^ 


Markets. 

ALDERNEY* X&W&L 
I find, that, . notwithstandii^ 
the “free-trade” law, these pretty^ 
useful and convenient little • cows f 
are still imported; and J . 
have some particulars to .stated XQ- f 
lative to them, next week* . r 

■ ■■ " i 


MARKETS., 

/ 

Average Prices of CORN through^ 
out England, for the week ends 
iug April 1. 

Per Quarter* 
s. </. 


Wheat , , 
Barley,. 
Oats . .. 


56 5 
3Q .11 
22 4 


Rye , , , 
Beans . 
Pease . 


s+ d* 
37 10 
34 .* ft 
35 ; ft 


Total Quantity of Corn returned as 
Sold -in the Maritime Districts, for 
the Week ended April 1 

Qrs. 


Wheat i . 34,027, 
Barley . . 21,172 
Oatfr... 26,771 


Rye 

Beans * . 
Pease . . 


QfS;. 

20 5, 
2,74ft 
1,050 


Corn yEvc/wngfy Mark Lane* 

Quantitiesand Prices of British 
Corn* &c.- sold and delivers! "id 
this Market; during the week ended 
Saturday, April 1. 

. Qrs., £• s. d. d. 

Wheat,. .6,768 for 21,003 13 3 A wage, -62, 0 

Barley.. 4, 063 .. 6,668 2 9...« 33^ 9 

Oat*. .. 15,532 . . 19,666 151 0., .25 4 

Rye. ... 29 . . 45 2 «... 3L 1 

Bean*«» l,445. . . ..2,572 1 11 ..*.35 \ 

Pease .. 464 ....1,890 17 6..., .3S i 

Friday, April T.f—Tiieea are moA 
derate arrivals of all .sorts of / Grain 
this iwaek, except Oats, of whiehvthe 
quantity is. large. The besfc'saroples 
of Wheat sold> slowly atuMonday’s 
fices, hut other sorts are extrewefa 
ujl. In Barley, Beans, PCase, ana 
Oats** trade is heavy afe-Jast ‘quota* 
tions. 

/Mtmdayy April /lO^DilBOg thd 
chief part:offila^t^efikoth»v^s«ppl«* 
of ', most? -kinds' o f (hmn. were mode* 
rate, hut towards theele»« there wa 

te . . . v 
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a considerable, accession to the quan- 
tity of Oats" a great part of which 
caine from Ireland. This morning 
tfc fresh arrivals of nearly all de- 
scriptions of. Corn, are again mode- 
rate. There' is much briskness in 
tHe trade for .fine Wheat to-day, at 
tdrms rather exceeding those of this 
day se’nnighfc; and for all other qua- 
lities there is an improved demand, 
and a* tolerable. clearance made. The 
top price of Flour is expected to ad-, 
vance. 5*. per sack. 

Best Malting Barley finds buyers 
ai last- quotations, but other sorts 
are very dull. Beans that are dry 
meet sale freely at rather more mo- 
ney. Boiling and Grey Peas are 
unaltered. There has been a limited 
demand for Oats since last Monday, 
and the prices have given way a trifle, 
but upon the whole good samples 
cannot be termed lower. 


Account of Wheat, 4 &c. arrived in 
the Port of London, from. April 3 
to Aprils, both inclusive. 


Wheat.. 3,330 
Barley ..,4,222 
Malt.... 4,912 
Oats- . . . .21,463 
Beans...:; 88.4 
Flour . . . . 6,821 
Rye . . . . _ 

Fe&se . . . . 269 


Tares* . . , , 
.Linseed .... 
Rapeseed .. 
Brank . , 
Mustard . . 
Flax.... 
liemp ; ... 
.Seeds . . . 


Qts. 



HOPS. 

Price per Cwt. in the Bprough^„ 

Monday, April 10.— -Our Hqj>> 
market continues dull, the demand. > 
being confined to 1 824’s and 18 25’*, # 
in which there is more doing... Com., 
plaints of flea have been received » 
fronv Canterbury and several pants 
of Kent," the plants are at present too ; 
backward for them to do injury. 

Worcester , April 5.— On Saturday 
13a pockets were weighed < prices 
rather lower ; average 91. to 10 *. 


Smitheteld, Monday, April. 10. 
Per Stone of 8 pounds (alive). 

s. d . s. d. 

Reef 3 8 to 4 6 

Mutton. ... 4 0 — 4 10 

Veal 6 0 — ' 6 6 

Pork 5 2—6 2 

Lamb .... 6 0 — 7 0 


Beasts 2,808. | Sheep . . 

Calves.. 126. | Pigs>. . . 


16,520 

14(^ 


Newgate, (same day.) 
Per Stone of 8 pounds (dead). 

s. d. s. d. 

. . .Beef .... t . 3 o to 4 o 

. . Mutton . .,34 — 4 0 

Veal 3 8 — 6 8 

Pork ..... 3 8 — 5 8 

Lamb, . . 4 8r— ^ 8 


Monday* April 10 .— The arrivals 
jrom Ireland last week were 6*078 
nrkins of Butter, and 4,389 balefr of 
Bacon; and from Foreign Ports 
4 casks ofB utter. 

Price on board Skip as.,ufldeK 
Flour, per sack . . . . m4 63 s. 

Seconds & .48s. — 60*. 

■ — North Country ..42*. — 46s. 


Lea den hall, (same -day.) 
Pjer. Stone of S pmnds^ead). 
• • • • ' s. d. *. d. 

Beef*.* .... 3: a to 4 0 
Mutton-. ; . 3 4 — 4 2 

Veal 3 4 — 5 6 

Pork... ..3 8 — p 4 
Lamb . . . . 4 0 — 6 0 

j CQA§j MA&Sffl2 4 Afril 7. 


Price of Bread. — The price of 
41b. Loaf is stated at 9&f. by 
full-priced Bakers. 


Skips atMorket. Ships sold. Prise. 

484 Newcastle.. 31| 29i.04.to37t.fr/. 
8 Sunderland.. 8 27s.tid.-37f.9d. 
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Markets* 


COUNTRY CATTLE and MEAT MARKETS, &c. * 

Norwich Castle Meadow, April 8.— We had a large supply of fat Cattle 
to this day’s market, with an exceedingly flat sale; prices 6s. 6d. per stone 
of 14 lbs - and 7s..was obtained for the best of them, and a large proportion 
of them* remained unsold; the supply of Store Stock was also very large; 
Scots sold more freely at 4s. per stone, when fat. Pigs selling at low prices, 

and many remained unsold. • ,, 

Homcastle , April 8.— Beef, 7s. per stone of 14 lbs. ; Mutton, 7 d.; 

' Pork, 6rf.; and Veal, 8d. to 9d. per lb. , ,, . 

Manchester, April 5.— The supply of both Beef and Mutton to this day's ; 
market was short, and prime Beef sold at prices fully as high as quoted; 
in Sheep the quality was pretty fair, but short in quantity, at an advance 

311 ^AX Morpeth Market, on Wednesday, there were a good, many Cattle, and 
rather a short supply of Sheep; there being a great demand, they sold 
readily, prices mdch the same — Beef, from 6s. 3d. to 7s.; and Mutton, 7s* 
to 8s. 6d. per stone, sinking, offal. 


/ 

AVERAGE PRICE OF CORN, sold in the Maritime Counties of' 
England and Wales, for the Week ended April 1, 1826. 

Wheat. Barley . Oats . 
s» d. s. d. s., d. 


London*. 

57 

5.. 

..32 11.. 

..25 

4 

Essex 

60 

7.. 

..30 

8.. 

..25 

8 

Kent............... 


6.. 

..33 

10.. 

.,24 

9 

Sussex. 

52 

6.. 

..31 

1.. 

.23 

2 

Suffolk 

55 

0.. 

..31 

3.. 

..25 

7 • 

Cambridgeshire 

50 

8.. 

.27 

6.. 

..19 

6 

Norfolk 

53 : 

10.. 

..27 

6.. 

. .20 

9 • 

Lincolnshire 

57 

4., 

..29 

6.. 

..19 

6 

Yorkshire 

.....54 

3.. 

..28 

3.. 

,..20 

3 

Durham 

56 

6.. 

..32 

2.. 

..28 

4 

Northumberland . . . 

54 

2-. 

..31 

9.. 

...23 

10 

Cumberland ....... 

68 

0.. 

.,$1 

5. 

...22 

6 • 

Westmoreland 

63 

0.. 

..38 

0., 

...23 

8 . 

Lancashire 

62 

10.. 

.. 0 

0. 

...25 

7 

Cheshire «... 

59 

9;. 

..' 0 

0. 

...24 

a 

Gloucestershire. .... 

52 

5.. 

..33 

11.. 

...23 

10 

Somersetshire 

58 

11.. 

..34 

l6. 

...21 

4 

' Monmouthshire. .... 


8.. 

..34 

11. 

...23 

6 

Devonshire. 

.57 

5.. 

...31 

10. 

...19 

2 

Cornwall. . . . . . . . . . . 

59 

8.. 

...31 

2. 

...24 

3 

Dorsetshire 


9.. 

.^29 

3. 

. . . 22 

5 

Hampshire ......... 

......55 

7. 

...30 

8. 

...25 

6 

9 

North Wales 


6. 

...34 

- 7. 

...21 

South Wales ....... 

54 

TO.. 

...29 

3. 

...16 

& 


The London Average is always that of the Week preceding* 
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“ chests.” Now, ours being days 
Tm of such great prosperity , coming 

HUSKfSSON JOB. constantly pouring forth from the 
— - “ancient portals”; those busy 

Kensington, 19 /A April , 1826. gamblers and jobbers called aner- 
When Pitt and his set, in chants; those modest and merciful 
1804, did the famous Me of Man creatures, called great manufac- 
Job, by which the public became turers; those “architects and civil 

saddled with an additional three engineers,” who used to be called 

■ N . , 7 

thousand pounds a year for ever } “ master carpenters,” and the like, 
the late Ellenborough, when the who are engaged in extending*, 
thing was before the House of and beautifying the Wen ; all the 
Lords, said, that the state of affairs “ waust improvers ” of things, in 
resembled “ that on board of a this enlightened age and country; 
“ ship in distress, when the crew, all those being in such a pros - 
“ instead of working to save her, perous state, and the prosperity 
“ were engaged, each in getting being on a hand-gallop, getting on 
“what he could by rifling the towards the land: this being the 
— G 

Printed and Pnhlished by William Cobbett, No. 183, Fleet-street. 

[ENTERED AT STATIONERS’ HALL.] * , 
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case, the words that late Ellen - 
borough applied to the Athol- 
Affair will, doubtless, be thought 
inapplicable to this of Mr. Hus- 
kisson. 

Besides, it is nonsense to be out 
of temper about it ; for, he is as j 
well worthy of this new sum as he, 
or any of his associates, are of 
any thing they now have. To talk 
of the more or the less is/in such 
a case, to do all that they want 
done : it is to say, that they are 
worthy of something : I say, that 
they are worthy of nothing : those 
who think with me are consistent 
in complaining of this addition to 
the charge upon us : those who 
do not, those who think that some 
men ought to have any of our 
money, may howl away for what 
I* care, and the more they suffer, 
the better I like it. Such men are 
fit for nothing but to worjt for Mr. 
Huskisson and his like: they 
are, like asses, made to bear bur- 
dens, and to receive blows. Talk 
to me not of their sufferings : they 
must suffer : such cowardly crea- 
tures are taught by suffering, and 


only by suffering. ’Su^h is their 
baseness, that they affect to re* 
gard the taking away of their 
money as necessary to their good , 
and this, in order to disguise their 
want of spirit to oppose it. A. 
great part, a very great part, of 
the nation, is composed of such 
people. They must suffer: no- 
thing but suffering will make them i 
act the part of men. 

Mr. Huskisson has been a 
fortunate youth ” a really for- 
tunate youth, thus far, at least. 
He has, for about 25 years, had 
a pension settled upon him of 
1200/. a year, which he is to re- 
ceive, whenever he has a salary 
of less than 2000/. a year; and 
his wife has a pension, settled on 
her, of 600/. for life, if she out- 
live him. This was pretty good 
luck for him at tho age of about ' 
28 years, and before it was pre- 
tended, that he had ever rendered 
any public service that any body 
had ever heard of. He had been 
well and duly and most highly 
paid his salary, or salaries ; and 
this was so much in the way of 
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Htfils lived 26 years since pie are in rags and half-starved? 
that pension was settled on him, In the reign of Edward 'III., and, 
and) if he had had no office ex- indeed, until the event, called the: 
ceeding 2000/. a year, he would “ Reformation ” even the Lord 
have had the 1200/. a year all Chief Justice of England received, 
the while, making a total sum, up on an average of years, not more 
to this day, of just 30,000/. leav* pay than about fourteen commoir 
ing interest out of the question, labouring men received. Hence 
He got the pension for several it is that England was then a 
years, and other incomes too? not country of good, living ; hence 
amounting to 2000/. a year. But, cdrae all the sayings about roast - 
let us suppose, that he had, up to beef and plumb-pudding , things 
this time* got nothing more than of which Mr. Huskisson may 
the pension. He then would have still talk, but which the wretched 
had, for nothing , as much as the mass of the people never eveir 
wages of sixty labourers , at 8s. smell. But, says Sir Robert, 
a week, and their families, making Peel, it is all u a family account ”!, 
all together, three hundred per - Very true; but, here is one of the 
sons/ His wife is to have, after family, who swallows as much as, 
his death, as mimh as 150 of these a thousand others of this same 
labouring people. And he now family; and what should we say 
!®s> in what they call 4000/. a of the father, who gave a thou- • 

year, as much as .two hundred sand times as much food to one* 
labouring. raen's families, making child as to each of certain other 
a thousand persons . So that he of his children ! 
swallows just about as much as Aye ; but Mr. Huskisson’s great 
the whole of the working people, services. What are they ? Let 
smiths, wheelwrights and all, in us trace him along a little. He 
two such villages as Botley ! Is it began by being a Clerk in the 
an y wonder, that the working peo- Alien- Office; he next became an 

G 2 




The Huskisson Job. "*00 

Under - Secretary to the elder man . And, first, what is nstates- 
Dundas ; he then became (after man 1 This is a word of consider- 


he had tasted of the pension) a 
Secretary of the Treasury ; he 
next became Surveyor of Crown 
Lands; then Paymaster of the 
Navy. He has been a Right Ho - 
mumble Privy Councillor and a 
Member of Parliament the greater 
part.of this time, without any cost 
to himself. This is pretty well; 
and, as to services in these several 
offices, where is the merchant's 
clerk , who -would not have per- 
formed them as well as he ? You 
think that these "offices* require 
great talents , do you, reader 1 
Pay him, then: be taxed, then: 
dine upon a mutton-bone, then : 
and, let the poor-house see the 
fast of you! Pay , indeed, you 
must, and so must I ; but, if you 
think it right, be not such a beast 
as to complain of your hardships 
from poverty. 

But, it is as a statesman that 
our c< fortunate youth ” has ren- 
dered us services, and especially 
as to matters of trade. Come, 
then, let us trace him as a states- 


able humbug. Every fellow that 
even hanga on to the skirts of a 
Minister calls himself a statesman. 
The word designates a man capa- 
ble of managing the great con- 
cerns of a state; and a state is a 
nation, including all the parts of 
its i government. A statesman, 
therefore, means a man capable 
of conducting a nation’s affairs, as 
a merchant means a man capable 
of conducting the affairs of a mer- 
cantile concern. Now, the first 
appearance of Mr. Huskisson as 
a meddler in great national affairs 
was, his proposition (as oiie of 
the Bullion Committee), to com- 
pel the Bank of England to pay 
in gold, at the end of two years 
from 1811 ; though the war was 
still going on, though more than 
seventy millions a year were col- 
lected in taxes ; though loans to 
the amount of thirty millions every 
year, were making at the time ; 
still in the face of this he proposed 
to return to gold payments at the 
end of two years from that time. 
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k; A proposition, the extreme tolly which was intended, and which 

B of which, I demonstrated at the actually did, prevent a return to . 

I time, in Paper against Gold ; a those very cash payments, which 
proposition which is now agreed, this very statesman wanted to 
by all mankind, to have been little have taken place in 1 8 1 3, and that, 
short of the effect of madness, too, in - the midst of a wasteful 

1 1 

f And, it was not merely as a war, of which, at that time, no 
Member of the Committee, that he man could see the probable dura- 
made this proposition. He must tion. 

needs make it in a distinct pamph- This new scheme, this aban- < 
let, published under his own donment of all Mr. Huskisson’s 
name, be being out of office at previous principles and measures, 
the time, and receiving only produced a temporary and l’alla- 
the amount of his pension. Next cious prosperity; and he was 
he gave his hearty assent to Pcel-s amongst the loudest in boasting 
Bill, which he very well might; of the success of the abandonment 
for, that Bill provided for cash of the principles which he had 
payments, ten long years after he, formerly held. He was warned 
in his wisdom, thought that it, at the time, repeatedly warned of 
ought to have taken place ! Well, the consequences; yet he was 
Peel’s Bill passed, and it was one of that cabinet, who put into 
going on towards the day when it the King’s mouth, even in July 
was to go into lull effect. But, last, an unqualified boast of ge- 
now, nine months before the cash neral and permanent prosperity; 
payments were to arrive, Mr. and, when the bubble bursted, 
Huskisson, now become a Privy when his new scheme of paper- 
Counciilor and a Member of the money had sent hundreds of thou- 
Cabinet, is one of those, who sands to death or plunged them 
bring in a Bill, which repealed, into despair, he, turned round 
in part, this very Bill of Peel, and upon the victims of the measures 
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in which he had had full partici- 
pation, called 'them by the oppro- 
brious names of gam biers and spe- 
culators, denominated the false 
money, which he had assisted to 
create, “ worthless rags ” ; affect- 
ed to pity, the poor, who never 
could. have been injured by those 
rags, had it not been for his mea- 
sures ; and concluded, along with 
his colleagues, in producing ano- 
ther measure in direct contradic- 
tion to the last measure, which 
measure, though become abso- 
lutely necessary to preserve the 
existence of the Government, 
e*en for the space of six months, 
has plunged hundreds of thou- 
sands of families into the deepest 
distress, while it has in store ruin 
upon ruin, to other hundreds of 
thousands of families, and while, 
from the everlasting chopping and 
changing in the conduct of the 
Ministers, all the affairs of men, 
in every rank' of life, are ren- 
dered so uncertain, that no man 
can with propriety say, that he 
has any thing that he can call his 
own. And this is a “ States - 
man ” ; this is a man to manage 
the affairs of a nation; this is a 
man on whom our money is to be 
lavished, for his services to us ! 

One part- of the duty of a 
Statesman is, *to preserve the 
existence of the Government of 


which he is a inember; and ano- 
ther part is, to take care that the 
main body of the people live 4ts 
well, and lead as happy lives, as 
they did when he first became a 
statesman. As to the first, where 
is the. man who will say, that the 
very existence of the Government 
was not brought into jeopardy only. 
a few months ago ? This great 
Statesman himself acknowledged, 
that we were, at one time, within 
a very little . of coming to a state 
of barter; and then we should 
have seen that the day-labourer, 
the mechanic, and mote espe- 
cially the soldier, would have had 
to barter for his bread and his 
meat. And is it a Statesman 
that produces such a state of 
things ; and that then turns short 
upon the wretches whom he has 
deluded, reviles them as gamblers* 
and, for the first time in his whole 
life (having read my second Lec- 
ture to the Mechanics), talks of 
an “ usurpation of the King's 
prerogative” by men who are* 
issuing the paper-money, in vir- 
tue of licenses granted, by himself 
and his colleagues, and paying a 
stamp duty on the paper, which 
he now denominates worthless > 
rags ! 

As to the condition of the peo- 
ple whose money he has been re- 
ceiving for so many years, it is 
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notorious, that condition has been But, it is as Trade-Minister : 
growing worse and worse from the that this “ Statesman ” excels : k 
day that he began to receive is to that which he has given his 
their money. What excuse has days and his nights; it is as a 
he for this ? If he be not answer - reward for giving us ^ free trade” 
able for it, who^is? At any rate, is that we are now called upon to 
itfin stich a state of things, that give him money. It is impossible 
heis to demand an additional pay ? to .speak of this free-trade project, 

Is this the course that men pursue disconnected from the Corn Law. 
in the ordinary affairs of life ? It is monstrous, beyond compare, 
When a concern is found to be to suppose it possible for a man 
flourishing; indeed ; when all be- in Sussex to make apair. of gloves 
longing to it are gaining ; when for as little as they can be made 
there is a superabundant product by a man in Normandy, if the 
from k, then the manager may man in Sussex have to pay twice 
reasonably ask for additional re- as much for his bread and for all 
numeration for his labour and ta- the other necessaries of life, as 
lents;* but, when the contrary the man in Normandy has to pay : 
is the case ; when all is decay therefore, it is worse than con- 
and decrepitude ; when all but a teraptible to talk of free trade, 
particular class are suffering ; and unless there be a free trade in . 
When those sufferings are reason- corn and in all the other necessa* 
ably regarded as a foretaste of ries of life; and now, let us see 
greater sufferings to come; when the part, which this sublime and 
this is tbe case, is it not monstrous profound “ Statesman ** has acted, 
for the manager to put forward a with regard to corn and other 
claim to applause, and not only things, necessaries of life. In the 
that, but a claim to additional pay first place, if be were not abso-< 
mto the bargain ? for him to say, lately the projector, he was the 
or act as if he said, Now,* that main supporter of the Com Bill, 
your affairs are all in eonfu- for which the people of Havant, 
sion, and you are steeped in po- in Hampshire, burnt him in effi-' 
verty to your ve^y lips, now that gy / He said, upon that occasion*; 
you are smarting and bleeding that corn could not be cheap, 
under the scourge of my manage- that it must, and that it ought to 
ment, you shall give me the dour be of high price, "as long as the 
He of what you gave me before? country had to pay the then? 
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amount of taxes ; and that amount 
has been diminished since, but in 
a very trifling degree. He then 
said, that there could be no rents 
if corn was not of high price, and 
he said that it was the duty of the 
Parliament to uphold the land- 
’ lords. 

In pursuance of these princi- 
ples, he was party to the measure 
v ‘ for shutting out the cattie, sheep, j 
and pigs, which came at that I 
time in such quantities from 
France. Thus he did all in his 
power to prevent the manufac- 
turers in England from having food 
as cheap as those of France. Now 
he has discovered that free trade 
is the best of all possible things, 
and he is opening our ports to the 
ships and the fabrics of other 
countries, while he keeps those 
ports closely shut against foreign 
food of every description. He 
has talked, indeed of a revision of 
the corn laws 5 but he himself 
proposed an exclusion of cattle, 
and of various other things, neces- 
saries of life ; and, as to the Corn 
Bill itself, he is one of those who 
begin the Session of Parliament 
with declaring^ that they do not 
mean to touch this Bill for another 
year ! And this is a “ statesman » 
and one who demands money, too, 
for his labours in promoting free 
trade ! 


Here, too, we have him as an 
ambassador or negotiator, going 
to persuade the French Govern- 
ment, that both the nations would 
gain by adopting his projects. 
From the moment that I reMof 
his departure, and of the errand 
on which he was bound, I said, 
and I published, that he would 
fail, that the French Minister 
was not to be taken in, by a pro- 
jector so silly; and 1 also said, 
that every great and really inde- 
pendent nation would reject his 
propositions with scorn, or, rather 
with contempt. There are three 
such commercial nations ; Ame- 
rica, France, and Russia ; and 
they have all, not only rejected 
his overtures, but have, from these 
very overtures, taken the hint, to 
make their own commercial sys- 
tems with regard to England, 
more restrictive ; than ever . The 
French Minister, in his speech to 
the Peers of France, said that 
France has grown rich by the 
present system ; and the Ameri- 
can President, compared with 
whom, whether for experience or 
for* talent, Mr. Huskissbn is a 
child, has, in recommending mea- 
sures to encourage domestic ma- 
nufactures, bestowed all the ridi- 
cule that became the dignity of 
his station, on that miserable 
trash, which has been denominated 
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liberality in .trade. What they in Yorkshire, the Subscription 
have said of our statesman in Committee . reports, that they 
Russia, I know not ; but they have ten thousand persons to 
have rejected our statesman’s over- supply with food^ After stating 
tares; and we shall finally see the means they had made .use of 
that this country, after sufferings in the furnishing of this supply, 
enormous, from , the schemes of they state that they had found it 
this projector, wijjr^gajn return to more convenient to distribute oat- 
that rigidly restrictive system of meal alone, and that they found 
our ancestors, whose cautious pro- that four pounds of oatmeal a 
ceedings and solid measures, this week was sufficient for each per- 
projector and his partisans liave son . Alas ! what a difference be- 
made a subject of their flippancy tween the food of these poor crea- 
and ridicule. tures and the horses of the dr a - 

. In the meanwhile, are therna- goons, each of which latter have 
nufacturers and traders well off l more than double the weight of 
Are they not, on the contrary, oatmeal for one single day, exclu- 
plunged in distress without a pa- sive of hay ; so that a dragoon 
rallel 1 Did our forefathers ever horse has about four times the 
hear of whole districts maintain- food, per day, that a poor soul in 
ed by subscription; five thou- Yorkshire has in a week. Rob 
sand people here, ten thou- the pig troughs! Aye, to be sure! 
sand there, twenty thousand in I fatted three pigs upou oatmey* 
another place, prowling about for this last winter 3 but, mark, / ot 
food, picking potato > peelings without mixing it with skim xr ik ; 
from the kennel, eating horse and every pig had, I dare s/y, at 
flesh and draff, (grains); and de- every single meal, as mucj as is 
tected in stealing the food from allowed the Yorkshire man to eat 
a pig’s trough! These are noto- in a week. Talk of madness I 
rious facts ; and if there were only Well, indeed, may there be county 
one score of persons reduced to asylums for the mad, when there 
this state in the country, one sin- are wretches base and prostituted 
gle score of industrious manufac- enough to tell us, that, in such a 
hirers thus reduced, ought the state of things, it is just and proper 
Minister of Trade , to come for- to lavish additional pay upon the 
ward and demand an addi- Minister of Trade ! The man who 
iion ttf his pay 1 In one district can approve of such a grant can 
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be justly described by no words minster gave a loud and exulting 6 

that we have m our language, shout; be did not actually name fi 

Those who gave their assent to him, and if he meant him, the » 

the two thousand pounds’ addition Right Honourable Sinecurist had 0 

to this man’s salary, are entitled forgotten that the late lamented 3 

to every atom of that which we Statesman sat on* the Agricultural 1 


ought to bestow upon those who Committee early in 1821 ; and 
proposed the five thousand pounds! that he did ndt^cht his throat until ■ 
addition, there is not a particle of August, 1822 ; so that if his powers ‘ 
difference between them ; and no were broken down by that intense 
difference will be made, by any labour, our affairs were carried 
man who has a grain of sincerity on by a person of broken-down: 
in him. I cannot conclude this powers, f 6 r a pretty long , time, 
article, without noticing the very But Mr. Gooch, Gaffer Gooch, * 
affecting picture, drawn by Mr. was the Chairman of that Com- 
Canning, of the great and mind- mittee; and we have not found 
destroying toil of this superlative that his powers were broken 
Statesman. He, in a melancholy down. What a miserable, what, 
tone, reminded the House of the a shameful pretence is this ; -and 
sad fate of a “ late 1 amented particularly when all this labour, 
“ Statesman, whose powers had if labour it be, has produced, and 
“been broken down by his in- is likely to produce, nothing but 
“tense application in the Com- mischief. As I once before ob - 4 
“ mittee which sat on the subject served, the Lord Chief Justice 
“ of agriculture and corn.” He performs, take the year through, 
did not actually name the great more labour in a week, has more 
“ Statesman ” who cut his own intense application than anyone 
throat in North Cray, in Kent, of these Ministers performs and 
and who was mad, while he exe- has in a whole year. He has not 
cuted the offices of the three a majority always at his back, to 
Secretaries of State, unless the screen him from the effects of his 
evidences were false which were blunders if he commit any. He 
produced before the Coroner and is obliged well to weigh every 
Jury; he did not actually name word that comes from his lips, 
this “ lamented Statesman,” over There are men as learned as him-* 
whose remains the newspapers self to detect and expose every 
told us, that the people at West- tittle of error into which he may 
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Ml And there are settled roles 
ftom which* be cannot escape, 
which provide effectually for the 
making of him answerable for his 
errors. He is not surrounded by 
aparcel of clerks, who are' look- 
ing up to him for their bread, and 
who are at once his flatterers and 
the real executors of his office. 
There is the Lord Chancellor, 
Wo. His emoluments are great ; 
bat, if pay is to be measured by 
the quantity of labour, and the 
weight of responsibility, does not 
he deserve ten thousand pounds 
a?year as much as Mr. Huskis- 
8on, or any such man, deserves 
half-a- crown a day ? The Corn 
Committee ! What ! A Minister’s 
powers “ broken down” by sitting 
and asking questions of a parcel 
of Corn Merchants and Bull-frog 
Farmers ! By sitting and hearing 
Mr. Cur wen brag of his large 
crops of Swedish Turnips , arid 
Young Ellm an taking the opportu- 
nity to observe on the extraordi nary 
beauty of his South-Down tups! 
These, and such like, trifling rub- 
bish, make up nine-tenths of what 
was given, in what is called Evi- 
dence, in that famous Committee, 
for the printing of which this 
wretched people paid a pretty 
round sum of money. Such stuff 
might make a man laugh, or might 
induce him to drive the babblers out 


of the room ; but what sort ofa brain 
must that have been, that could* 
have been turned upside down by 
such a cause. When, indeed* the 
elder Mr. Ellm an came, and told 
the Committee, thdt forty -Jive' 
years ago , every labourer's family 
inhis parish brewed their own beer , 
and enjoyed it by thiir own fire- 
side, and that NOW none of them 
did it, unless he gave them the 
malt : when, indeed, Mr. Han- 
ning came, and told the Commit- 
tee, that formerly the labourers in 
his parish had bread and meat 
and cheese , and that NOW they 
had potatoes and nothing but po- 
tatoes in the field as well as at' 
home ; when the Committee were 
told these things, they heard, in- 
deed, that which might have had 
a serious effect on the mind of the 
man, who had been one of the 
chief instruments in reducing the 
people to this state ; but, unfor- 
tunately for the theory of Mr. 
Canning, THE REPORT, 
drawn up and presented by this 1 
intense Committee, took no more 
notice of these things than if it 
had been so many flies that were 
now reduced to live upon potatoes 
and water. 

Nothing more is necessary upon' 
the subject. All those who know 
any thing at all of public matters, 
imderstand the whole thing well, 
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and if they approve of this man's 
receiving, out of the labour of the, 
people, as much money every 
year, as goes to thesupport oflhe 
labouring people of two villages, 
like Botley, then they merit every 
species of suffering that this sys- 
tem can indict upon them. 


THE 

PROGRESS OF THE 
THING. 

To Mr. Peel. 

g IRj Kensington , 19 th April , 1826. 

Your new Bill for altering the 
Criminal Law of England, is a 
bolder step thaft has been before 
taken to assimilate this Govern- 
ment to those upon the Continent 
of Europe. .This, however, is far, 
I dare say, from the last step that 
is now in contemplation, and that 
will, indeed, be necessary, in 
order to carry on this system of 
taxation and of paper -money, 
which system must, at last, bring 
military guards into every village 
in England , as it already has in 
Ireland, where armed men , paid 
by the Government, go to enforce 
the cpllection of tithes as weH as 
that of taxes. 

“ The Laws op England ” 
have been the boast of more than 
a thousandyears. But, during the 


of the Thing. 

last three hundred, these last laws « 

have been changing. The change i 

was, however, not very great, till . fi 

the paper-money and taxing sys - |; 

tem came , These came in 1694, ?| 

when the Bank of England and i 

its notes, and when the funds k 

were created^ Then began that 
accursed THING^ which mort- i 

gages the labour of. the child id ‘ i 
the cradle; which draws wealth c 

into large masses ; which grinds j 

down the working .classes ; which i 

sets hunger and thirst and cold to i 


make war upon property ; which 
demands new and enlarged gaols; 
which calls for barracks, spies, 
and police ; and which must, at 
last, bring the “ gens d' armerie” 
and the “ gardes champetres; ” 
that is to say, armed men to guar<J 
the houses, the travellers, and the 
fields. 

“The Laws of England,” 
says Blackstone, “know of no 
“ such thing as a standing soldier ; 
“no barracks , no internal for - 
u tresses .” Blackstone said this 
long after the late King came to 
the throne ! What “ waust im- 
provements ” we have made since 
his day ! I wonder what bis 
daughter (Dean Rennell’s wife,) 
who lives at Winchester, and who 
has seen the King's house turned 
into a barrack , and has seen the 
scite of Alfred's tomb become the 
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scite of a bridewell ; I wonder 
what she, if- she ever read her 
father’s book, thinks of these 
“taflwsf improvements.” 1 wonder 
what the Dean himself thinks of 
them ! I should like to hear what 
Ac has to say about them. 

The progress of the THING 
went on gradually in producing 
an addition of poverty, of crime, 
of severity of punishment, and 
in bringing the standing soldier 
nearer and nearer to a direct 
acting with, or, instead of, the 
•peace-officer; the THING went 
gradually on producing these 
effects, until the days of the power 
of Pitt: then it proceeded by 
leaps, and no longer by steps. 
He and his followers made the 
taxes four-fold what he found 
them. And, as the taxes went on 
augmenting barracks increased, 
new and large gaols were de- 
manded; and now we behold 
these all over the country. 

When the taxes had caused 
poverty to a certain extent, it was 
found that the hanging in London 
Was too frequent to be performed 
at Tyburn: the exhibitions took 
people from their work too fre- 
quently : then came the hanging 
at the prison-door : a il waust im- 
provement/' .worthy' of this en- 
lightened age. . 

The Old Justice of the Peace. 


with his warrant, and the Old 
Constable with his staff, were no 
longer in consonance with "the 
improvements of the age and 
we, like other polite nations, 
must have “ a POLICE,” a 
French word,, held in abhorrence , 
in England, until the days of Pitt 
and small paper -money. I.t was 
one of the things on account of 
which we used to laugh at the 
slaves of France!” It was one 
of those very things, which Addi- 
son held up in terror to the 
English, in the reign of Queen 
Anne, when a French invasion, 
in behalf of the " Pretender/' was 
expected. The " Lieutenant de 
Police ” and his runners and 
pass- ports and spies, were a theme 
of everlasting ridicule on the 
French. Alas! We have since 
heard the employment of spies 
openly defended in Parliament ; 
and we even boast of our Police! 
The sellers of liquor and the let- 
ters out of carriages and horses 
have been, long been, a sort of 
half-spies. In 1820, when the 
movements of people was an ob- 
ject of great attention, I took a 
post-chaise to go from London to * 
Bromley. Before the post-boy 
quitted the inn to go back* he 
came to me to ask me whither I 
was going ; and, when I asked him 
what might be his reason for. put- 
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ting that question to toe, he said, 
that his master (old tke boys al- 
ways to find out ; if they could, 
and to carry back word, whither 
. tkeir fare were going ,'ti they went 
on tiny of the Kent-roads. Before 
I had done with him he told me, 
that gentlemen came to his master 
to know what people went from 
his house in chaises, and whither 
they went. I told the boy, that 
I had no objection to answer his 
question, if he would first answer 
some 'questions that 1 would take 
the liberty to put to him. I then 
asked him the name, age, and 
height of his master, the Christian 
name of' his mistress, her age, 
height, colour of her hair and skin 5 
how many children she had, their 
several names and ages, whether 
she had had a child or children 
before she was married, whether 
she were cleanly or a slut, what 
might be 'the usual quantity of 
gin she drunk every day, whether 
she ever Joek a tift with him, 
whether her breath were sweet : 
1 was going on, but he stopped 
me here with : “ What Tight have 
you to ask me that?” And, said I, 
“ you impudent scoundrel, what 
right have you to ask me whither 
I am going!” He said, that it was 
not his fault; that he was only 
doing as his master bade him : “ Gro, 
then,” said I; 41 and tell the ras- 


2t0 

“ cally Spy, to enable you to say* - 
“in future, whether his’ wife’s 
“ breath be sweet, or whether it 
“ smell of stale , gin and beer 1 ; 
j“ for, until I know that, you shall 
“ not know whither I am going.* : 

Pitt’s Police was, at first\ 
a trifling affair ; but, it soon grfew 
up to a most “ respectable” mag* 
nitude; and, which is well worthy 
of remark, the salaries of the 
Police -Justices have, little by 
little, been doubled during that 
series of years which has seen the 
wages of the labourers cotae down 
to one-half of what they were be- 
fore ! Most curious this : but, we 
soon discover the reason of it. In 
proportion as the main body of 
the people become poor and mise- 
rable, the means of keeping them 
in order must be augmented. 
Judges, Police- Justices, thief-, 
takers, jailers, hangmen, having 
so much more to do, must be bet- 
ter paid than they formerly were; 
But, pprhaps, the most striking 
thing of all; is, the standing sol- 
diers' pay , compared with that of 
the labourer. In 1790 (about 5 - 
years after Pitt began hfe career); 
the pay of the common foot- 
soldier was sixpence a day, that 
is to say, his pay, exclusive of 
clothing and lodging . That pay 
is now thirteen, pence a day , 
Now mark, Sir, the Magistrates 
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in Berkshire, in 1790, earned to is. a “ NSW- BAILEY'* and * 
be printed a .table of pay to la- " NEW DROP !” Those who* 
hourers oijt of work; and, now assist the Police- Justices used U» 
they allow, to such labourers, be runners and thief- takers ; tbey> 
JJJST HALF AS MUCH as are now called vffioers, and thei 
was allowed them by that table ! word Mr, is put before their' 
In almost all other counties the name, and there will soon be an 
state of the labourers is a great Esq, after. Thode who bad charger 
deal worse. Thus, the soldier has of the gaols used to be called 
become, richer and higher, while gaolers ; they are now become: 
the mass of. the people has been “ Governors” and Esqrs. The old 
sinking. But, this is the regular “runners” of the Police, who* 
march of the THING: in pro- were a roughish race, have been, 
portion as it makes the main J exchanged for polite persons,) 
body of the people poor and mi- dressed in a sort of HALF-UNI-, 
s jrable and desperate, it must FORM, and presenting themselves* 
raise the pay and augment the to one's view every ten minutes iro 
numbers of those, be they of what every part of the Wen: as much.' 
description they may, whose bu- as to say , 5 “ Take care what yon. 
sinessjt is to keep them in order. “ are about, for here we are!** 
It must do this ; or, it cgnnot sus- Then, in the same sort of half-uni- > 
tain itself; and., therefore,, it is form, .there is the horse T police ^ 
nonsense to rail against sinecures, but, now comes the sword hang-* 
pensions, jobs, and establish- ing from a belt that goes over the j 
raents, unless the railer drive at shoulder, that all the world may 
the ,wfiole system ; unless he drive see ! Why not take the soldier a* 
at the THING itself. at once, Sir? Why boggle at it 

It is amusing and very instruc- any longer! 
tire, to observe how the Police Though I have, on former 00 * 
has crept on quietly. First, it con- casions, mentioned the new tree • 
sisted only of a single office: then, pass law , I must again point it out 
came another: now, there are as a bold leap on the very way to- 
offices all over the Wen : aye, wards that which every man of 
and there are “ polick offices ” in sense sees must be the end of all 
fdl the great towns ; and at that this. Until after the “ Glorious ■» 
deadly hole, Manchester, in the Revolution,” the laws of England 5 
region. of the Cotton Lords, there knew of no, punishment for tree ** 
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pass, other than a payment for the 
damage done by the trespass, and 
that, too, settled by a JVRY, in 
consequence of action brought by 
the person ta whom the damage 
was done. This was the law of 
England as to trespass. The new 
trespass law abolishes this law of 
England, as far *as relates to the 
poor people . No action , no jury, 
iio judge , now comes to protect 
the poor man or woman who com- 
mits a trespass; a single Justice 
of the Peace takes the place of 
Judge and Jury ; he orders what 
damages he pleases to be paid 
(under five pounds) ; and if the 
trespasser has not money to pay, 
he may send him, or her, to gaol 
and to hard labour ; and all this 
he may do upon the bare order of 
the plaintiff ; and that plaintiff, or 
any body authorized by him, may 
seize the trespasser without any 
warrant , and drag him, or her, 
away to the Justice of the Peace ! 
But (and let the people bear it in 
mind), if it be a great trespasser 
if the damage be more than five 
pounds, then the sufferer, though 
be may be a poor man, must 
bring his action at laic ! He can • 
not seize on the great trespasser ! 

After this, it is farcical to talk 
of equal laics: a despicable farce ; 
apd 1 despise the man who affects 
to believe that the THING can 
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be mended , which has given rise 
to a change like this. There, are 
persons enough to say, that this 
change of the law was necessary $ 
for that there must be such power 
to snap hold of the common peo- 
ple without warrant, and topunish 
them without judge or juiy ; or, 
they would, now-a-days, prowl 
about people’s premises, and take 
the eyes out of the owners’ heads. 
Indeed ! “ Waust improvements,” 
then, by the means of schools and 
Bible societies! So, in order to 
keep pace with what you, and Mr. 
Canning, and Mr. Huskisson, and 
Mr. Robinson, call the “ improve- 
ments of the age\ ” in order to 
keep pace with these “ waust im- 
provements,” the rich are autho- 
rized to catch the poor by the 
throat, without a warrant, and 
drag them before a Justice of the 
Peace, who is to act the part of 
judge and jury, and to lay what 
damages he pleases, or send the 
poor to gaol and hard labour, and 
that, too, if he choose, upon the sole 
evidence of the rich plaintiff. But, 
in order again to keep pace with 
the “ waust improvements,” the 
poor are not to do these things to 
the rich ! And yet there are peo- 
ple to complain of the rude beha- 
viour of the common people, their 
icant of respect for their superi- 
ors ; in short, their hatred of the 
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1 Contain oTUfi* f ]S not 
siffch hatred natural? 1 ■Is" it not 
WellmerifedT 1 Can any Ynan of 
just- mind fail /o applaud this ha- 
IreiJT Did* one single rich man 
civer utter a syllable ; against this 
dreadfiil^his odious; change in the 
laws of England? 1 Ah ! youmay 
think f that there will he no end to 
this system ;* but you are deceived ! 
And, remember that I tell you that 
you are deceived. 

' My answer to‘ all those who 
contend for * the ■ necessity 'of this 
new-trespass law is this: that no 
"such law was’ necessary for more 
ihan a thousand y tears. • That is 
inyanswer. You, Sir, talk of the 
“improvements of the age;"' tmd 
these, 5 it seems, demand this hor- 
nd change in the ! laws '.of Eng- 
land ; these “ improvements” have 
made the people, in “ the land of 
bibles (as Liverpool called it), < 
such thieves,* that every proprietor 
t house, land, road, ' river, or < 
tree, is now authorized to snap ( 
hold of the Bible-readers without ( 
a warrant, and the justice, oh oath j 
of the plaintiff alone, is to punish I 
ihem, oat-right, without judge or 1 
jury. Mr. Robinson boasted, 
only a few days ago, of the « fa- t 
proved education of the people." s 
So vastly improved, that it is ne- a 
cessary now to dispense with (he p 
nse of warrants in seizing them ii 


)t [even for the slightest treses'! 
k So vastly improved, that it is no^ 
if become necessary to punish them 
l- for trespass without judge or jury ; 
n in sbme castes, to transport them 
is "Without judge or jury; and in 
e others, so well educated are they, 
y, 80 full of the u improvements of 
o the age,” that' it is necessary tb 

• banish them for life/ if they utter 
t any thing having a tendency to 

bring their u representatives*' into 
o contempt; and, which fully cor- 
s roborates this doctrine, Plunket, 

0 the intense and illustrious Plun- 
e KET, gave as a reason for this ba- 
s nishmerit- for- life - Bill, that the 
5 people now read much more than 

1 they used to do! So that, while 
- we see, that you and your cot 

■ leagues are constantly hardening 
s. the laws, while yon are boasting 
" of the improvement in the minds' 

of the people, here we have ibis. 

■ intense man ; here we have him, 

• distinctly, and seemingly, gladly- 
declaring, . that the circumstance 
of the -people being in the habit of - 
reading more than formerly, calls 
for a hardening of the law with*- 
regard to them ! 

In order to add, if possible, to 
the contempt which our present 
state is calculated to excite, we 
are become what is called refined, 
polished, and of delicate taste ’ 
in just the same degree, that we 
I H 
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skmad* ■ This “ refinement ” has, 
tofi,.brottgbt its Acts of Parliament, 
and particularly that famous act, 
which provides, in so extraordi- 
nary and summary a way for 
punishing people for what is callr 
•ed an “ exposure of their per- 
sons'* This Act* joined with the 
jiew-trespass Act, might “produce 
adilemma, from which it would 
be next to. impossible for a man, 
taken with cholera morhus, aa gor- 
ing along a well-travelled turnpike 
;road, to escape without the com? 
mission of crime ; for, if be stop- 
ped by the road-si de, he would be 
.guilty of crime as an exposer of 
his. per son; if he stepped over the 
gate, he would violate the new- 
trespass law ; in either case he 
might be instantly, without any 
warranty dragged before a single 
justice, and sent to prison. His 
only means of escaping the com- 
mission of crime would be to go 
<on his way, carrying the conse- 
quences with him ; and, even then, 
I am by no means certain, that 
Mr. Lewis’s very delicate Road- 
Act would not enable the surveyor 
to indict him, or even seize him, 
for the nuisance! 

Stijl, however, this minute su- 
perintendence on our persons;] 
this incessant watching of us; 
this scrupulous “ surveillance ,” as 


m 

i% french call it,bas mpt been 
thought 8ulMent,asdvaccordingiy 
now has come ypur imw Cxipiina^ 
law Bill, which, ps I describedit 
at the Feast of the Gridiron, if 
mor e.nor less than a sy% 
tem for rewarding, for paying 
money to, one part of a ogigh* 
bout hood, for; detecting crime m 
another part of iW It is t/gresf 
sweep at the lawsof England, ape 
of the main pillaiaof wbichis y the 
.principle; th^t no man shall be a 
witness who has am interest in tit# 
result. But, oughtnot crimes, te 
be detected when they are com* 
mitted ; and ought not crgninalf 
to be apprehended?? Yes, unless 
the means of detection^pnd appro* 
hension be more injurious to naor 
rals and to freedom, than occa- 
sional escape would be. As to th$ 
public defraying the expenses of 
prosecutions s> let it be oh*C rv€ d» 
that, in fixing the "degree of 
nfshments, the law had in Us eye 
the expenses of the prosecutions 
and calculated, that, where? thd 
case was not grave, , foe offender 
would not be prosecuted. There? 
fore, if ybu encourage and : pay 
prosecutors , you do> fo effect, 
harden the criminal law . And 
then, in answer to your . plea^ of 
necessity y set up in support of this 
great innovation, comes this ques* 

| tion : how was, it that no such 
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mmmUg mutedfor at thousand, 
gears? Answer that. Sir: tel] 
imhowit happened, that England 
was so great and so gpod and so 
happy for so many ages without 
any mam ever suggesting any 
such change in her laws as this ? 

Eat, .even this win not do. . You 
timno { stop here, if the present 
system goon. There hare already 
beenseoera/ publications recoup 
mending the adoption of the 
French system, of “ public prose- 
e*1ors ” or “ procureurs du Moi” 
stationed all over • the country ; 
and, as we have long witnessed, 
these things drop in upon us by 
degrees, -With the public prose - 
eutor would come the gens d'ar- 
nisrie ; that is to say, soldiers sta- 
tioned in every village „ as they 
ere in France. . Already the 
mounted police , stretching out 
from great town to great town, 
extend over no * inconsiderable 
part of the country. One niore 
step brings us to the gens d'arme - 
fie ; and then we shall be, indeed, 

M eav y of surrounding nations 
and admiration of the world ” ! 

Far would even this be from 
meeting with opposition amongst 
those who live on the taxes,, and 
who care for nothing but quiet 
enjoyment of those taxes. The 
sight of a gens d f armerie would 
Dot be at all offensive to them. 


9 , 1328 . 

Indeed they would like it ; and*, 

| as ^pr the greyer part of the land^ 
Lords, here would bean effectual 
and cheap guard foi their phew 
sards m od hares; and they weuld 
like it too; and; thus would the 
system barn produced all itsy 
fruits. 

These is, however, one 
that may be, and that I think will 
be, an obstacle to this result^ 
namely, the blowing up of the 
system from the means withha 
itself. No doubt the revenue cam 
be collected to the present,, or 
nearly the present, amount, though 
no relaxation in favour of fresh 
issues of paper take place ; bid 
m this css e rents and revenue 
cannot both be collected. The 
landlords will wish for a great 
reduction of taxes, or for a return 
to bales of paper-money. ,• It ap~ 
pears now ' impossible fom the 
Government to return to^the bales v 
of paper -money, or, in other 
words, to bank-restriction. After 
what has passed, this would he a a 
infamy too great for any men toi 
bring upon themselves. And, as 
to greatly^ reducing the taxes, that 
cannot be done without lopping 
off a great part of the debt . Tbat 
never can be done without taking 
away the whole of the sinecures 
and pensions, discharging the 
army and dead-weight ; and ap- 
H 2 
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plying part of that public property, 
commonly ' called Church Pro- 
perty, in order to make up the 
losses of the fundholders. 

This being the case, and land- 
lord^ being so deeply interested 
in the sinecures, pensions, and 
places in army and elsewhere, 
and also in what is called Church 
Property; they themselves will be 
very, very slow to urge any reduc- 
tion of the interest of the debt. 
They know that this never could 
be attempted without the taking 
away of what they ‘now divide 
snugly amongst them ; and yet, if 
all the present taxes be paid in 
gold, they must lose their estates* 
They will suffer long. They will 
keep hoping on ; but at last, even 
the richest of them will find, that 
they must finally be beggars. 
They will then attempt to make 
resistance ; and this attempt may 
produce a total, blowing up of the 
system . If the Government per- 
severe in the taxing and funding 
, system, I think it will prevail ; for 
it will certainly have the numbers 
with it; and, in this case, the 
revenue can be and will be col- 
lected till all idea of rent shall 
have been abandoned. The farmer 
will become a sort of bailiff to 
> those who receive the taxes, in- 
stead of that post being in the 
hands of the landlord, who now di v 
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vides it with the tax-gatherer. The 
working people are down: they 
can fall no lower: they will still 
consume as much as they do now ; 
and the receivers of taxes will 
have to consume that which the 
landlords now consume. As yoiir 
father says; it will be “ tdken 
“ from ourselves to be given to 
“ ourselves” and thus the matter 
“ will resolve itself into a family 
account ”! There will be only 
this in it, that one port of the 
family will have that which is 
now possessed by another part of 
the family. The tax-eaters and 
their wives and daughters will 
keep what they have, and will 
have in addition the houses, gar- 
dens, carriages, horses, silks, 
jewels and wines, that the land- 
lords and their wives and daugh- 
ters now have ; and the servants 
and dependants and work-people 
of the tax-receivers will consume 
the meat and drink, and clothing 
and groceries, and all the other 
things which are now consumed 
by the servants, dependants and 
work-people of the landlords. 

Whether, amidst the struggles 
that this transfer may give rise to, 
a something may take place, that 
will let in a reform , I cannot say ; 
but if nothing of that sort should 
arise, this .country will, in all hu- 
man probability, sink down as 
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low as it stood high, in the reign 
of Edward the Third, when Wyk- 
jHAM founded his colleges, and 
when the coast of France was the 
out-work of England. 

Such has been the progress of 
the THING, made up of loans, 
banks, and paper -money. To 
inend this THING is absolutely 
impossible. To take it quietly to 
pieces, without any injury to the 
ancient constitution of the coun- 
try, would not be impossible, but 
easy, if set about in earnest ; but 
every attempt must prove abor- 
tive, unless accompanied by a 
reform of the Parliament, a re- 
form founded on that great prin- 
ciple of English law, that no man 
ought to be toyed without his own 
consent 

Wm. cobbett. 


DISSOLUTION 
OF PARLIAMENT. 

Amongst the charms of this 
THING of ours is the surprising 
variety that it gives us, together 
with that everlasting uncertainty , 
which attends all its movements 
and effects. That “variety is 
charming ” is a saying as old as 
the hills; and, in the affairs of 
love, the most exquisite of all hu- 
man passions, it is the uncertainty 
of the lover that points the charm. 


| Experience has taught countless 
millions that marriage, though 
certainly a very delightful thing, 
brings us days less enchanting 
than those of courtship ; the rea- 
son of this is, that, when the priest 
has performed his office, when to 
have and to hold has once been pro- 
nounced, the uncertainty ceases. 
Our THING keeps us from the 
moment of our birth, frOm the 
squall of the cradle to the groan 
of the death-bed, constantly in a 
state of uncertainty. Every vernal 
equinox brings us new and never- 
before-thought-of laws. We know 
not, at Christmas, what will be 
the value of our money at Easter. 
This year, we have a surplus of 
food, while we pay our money to 
cause the mouths to emigrate to 
countries where the land is to be 
cleared before the emigrants can 
raise food. Next year, we have a 
surplus of mouths, accompanied 
with a law to prevent, food, from 
being brought into the country; 
and, in order to make the variety 
as exquisite as possible, r we ure 
actually expending money for the, 
avowed purpose of preventing the 
Scotch from quitting the barren 
Highlands of their country, »at 
the very moment that we are ex- 
pending other sums to induce the 
Irish to quit the fertile lands of 
their couutry. We hold it to be 
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a sei^vHettttrirtfe, that lo educate 


we have seen whole parishes te* 


ibe people mufet, " necessarily, 
nietke them more honest and dnti- 
fiih vind, ju^t in propdreion'as we 
increase the number and size of 
the school-houses, we go on in- 
creasing the number and size of 
the gaols. We boast of the li- 
berality of our age, and laugh at 
tfie bafbarous customs of our 
forefathers; while we whip and 
imprison the heedless boy that 
strangles across a field, and we 
make him a felon if he take an 
apple from a tree, without the con- 
sent of the' owner. We are be- 
come the most refined, the most Sen- 
timental, the most tender-hearted 
creatures ill the world : we are 
shocked to death even at hearing 
of dog-fights and bull-baits and 
bear-baits. We regulate by sta- 
tute the degree of force which the 
drover is to give to bis goad, and 
Which the coachman is to give to 
Sis Whip : and, to give us variety, 
WC have magistrates to allow three- 
pence a day for the maintenance I 
6f a labouring man; wp have 
Others * to order men to be har- 
bessedto draw carts like horses ; 
&ftd we have seen, without, appa- 
iCntiy, feeling the smallest degree 
Of* horror, a man shot and * killed, 
from being taken for a fellow lurk- 
ing in a shrubbery ; m sbOit, and 
to sum 1 up the whofe’in one feet, 


ceiving the' extreme tmefion, as * 
preparation for death, bystarva* 
tion, while * a jolly soldiery fcud 
their horseswere maintained on 
the name spot $ and white another 
part of the kingdom was, if lie 
Prime Minister spoie truth, phmg& • 
ed into distress by. an Over prtH 
dudtion of food ! 

But, of all die numerous qualii 
ties at* that THING, which is the 
envy of surrounding nations, arid 
the admiration of the world, the 
uncertainty of its movements, is 
assuredly, the most admirable; 
and, amongst these movements^ 
none are more uncertain than those 
which relate io dissolutiojis of the 
Parliament. Other nations, who 
have legislative bodies, have fixed 
periods for elections and disso- * 
lutions ; for meeting and For pro- 
roguing. Ours is just the contrary ; 
no man knows when or wherefore 
either of these is to take place. I 
myself have seen Parliaments of 
all lengths of duration, from sifc 
years and a half to thirteen months ; 
and as a Parliament did once, 
when elected by positive law for 
three years, enact that it would 
sit for seven y ears, why ‘should I 
not see a Parliament, chosen by 
few for seven years, enact that it 
Would sit for a hundred 1 
Mr. Caning* who is die 
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oppoaMof sdlebimge to 'MffefaH probability, we shall' beSkep* 
aytem, witftohewtheforeraostto as much in the dark as possible; ■ 
ridicule a adherence .to ancient until it' beconres shsohitsiy tseces* 1 

maxims -to every thing eke, as- sary to divulge the secret, -which, 
serfs, -duft the “ TIHN€r worfys- at any rate, mustnotovertakeme 
u>eU.’‘- At toast, he’ did assert- upon my ride. Thus stands the 
thir; iHU-he assert it noW i I dare matter at 1 present, and all those 
siy-he itiih fihr well, indeed, it who intend tosubscribe towards* 
storks for-him, and^forothers situ- defraying the expenses attending 
ated like him.- But, how itworks, an attempt to return me toPar- 
ftr the nation, let those say .who liament, will, doubtless, lose no- 
we driven to eat -horse-flesh and time in carrying their intentions; 
draff, and who -steal sea-weed to into effect, by pending their sub- 
ettt, which bas been spread upon scriptionsto Sir Thomas Beever, , 
the fields for manure. However, addressed to him at bis own home,'' 
on file THING works, and on it Hargham, near Attleborough,, 
will work, as fast as it can. Norfolk; or addressed to him, 

Pew persons have been less the No. 18B, Fleet-street, London, 
sport of the uncertain movements He will be injown on the First.of 
rf the THING than I have been. May, to sum up bis receipts, and 
fhave always known pretty well to publish his report, for the- in-' 
^what would be the final conse- formation of the subscribers. 
qaences of those movements ; and In the meanwhile it is proper- 
Ihave as generally cared as little for me to notice a report which' 
as man could care about those has been circulated in many of 
movements themselves. NOW, the newspapers, that I have beeri 
however, these movements affect canvassing, or that it has been set 
even me 5 for the movements of tied that I shall offer myself fo# 
•he THING may probably cause the borough of Newark. I have 

a postponement of my intended not -canvassed tbe borough of 

rural excursion. It is pretty ge- Newark: I really know not in 
"erally rumoured, that theParlra- what county it is. I have had a 
mebt will be dissolved early in letter from Newark, but not of 
Jane. IT this should he tbe case, that stamp that would call upon 
fmust remain here, or, at least, me to think seriously of the mat' 
most abstain from performing my ter. The truth is, I can (far upon 
ndeunfil the election be over. In nothing, without- previously -eon- 
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suiting thqiCoramittee ; and, even 
after that has been done, it is pos- 
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arm well aware .of'the numerous^ 


sihle that we may not have the 
means to make any attempt, which 
would not manifestly be labour in 
vain. v 

One thing I will venture to 
pledge myself for; and that is, 
that I will be returned, if at all, 
by no corrupt an$ infamous 
means. One single farthing of 
the mpney shall not, with my con- 
sent, be given to bribe or corrupt 
any human being. If chosen, 
therefore, 1 must be chosen by 
men who .choose me, for the good 
of the country, and not for their 
own profit. It must be for some 
place where some considerable 
number of the people have some- 
thing to say in the matter. There 
have been rumours, and pretty 
widely-circulated, of my intention 
to stand for a place more conve- 
niently situated in point of locality, 
and even to attempt which, would 
certainly be more hono urable than 
to succeed in almost any other 
place. As to these rumours, it 
is not for me to say, just at pre- 
sent, whether they have any 
foundation or not. Certain it is, 
that if I have life and health, my 
friends shall be convinced that, in 
this case, as well as in so many 
others, I am not deficient in in- 
dustry, zeal, and perseverance. I 


obstacles and-, difficulties ; ,hut,, 
having so frequently urged others 
to endeavour, at least, to over- T 
come such, it would be a shame, . 
indeed, if I, were not ready to 
practise what I preach, l am 
determined, if possible, to make, 
an open -and solemn appeal to the * 
people. If I find them so com-,. 
pletely cowed down,; if I finc^ 
their ancient spirit so completely 
extinguished ; if 1 find that they , 
can bear even their present suf-, 
ferings, without a desire within 
them, to remove those sufferings, , 
strong enough to urge, them * 
to exertion, I shall be greatly 
mortified ; I shall deeply lament 
the fallen state of my country ; 
but, haying, done my duty, I, shall 
enjoy in perfect tranquillity, the. 
same sort of life that 1 have, thank . 
God> enjoyed for so many years 
heretofore, without . the smallest . 
relaxation in my efforts, to change, . 
if possible, the system which has 
brought this country, once so. 
happy, to be the most miserable, 
upon the face of the earth. 

I regard this as no very great 
effort; and above all things, not 
one, the failure of which ought to 
produce disgust or. disheartening. 
When I compare my situation, in 
v the eyes ot the public, with my, 
situation only . Jive years ago , am 
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14 a be?dia^e^Burtei>ed?by awjityngt 
WhenT reflpctqn the abuse, the 
opprobrium, the : scorn through 
which I maintained my f ground, 
tilll saw the day when the cor- 
rectness of my opinions were veri- 
fied by events, and recognized by 
the acts of the Ministers them- 
selves ; andwhenlrefleet, that it 
is fear of my talents and my inte- 
grity, and that all the world will 
be convinced that it is nothing 
else that will cause me to fail, if 
fail X should, ; am I a man to pout 
and sulk and retire, at the loss of 
an election? Am I a man, behold- 
ing as I do, the events which are 
now fast treading npbn the heels 
of each other ; am I a man, be- 
holding these things, having all 
the materials for calculation * so 
plainly before me ; am I a man to 
fly off in a huff, and reject the 
appje because I am not permitted 
to take it by the tail V No such a 
thjng; but I must act, in my usual 
course, as if every thing depended 
upon this ; and besides this, 1 
should not deal fairly with the 
people, if, having sufficient means 
just at my disposal, I did not give 
some part of them, at least, an- 
opportunity of proving to the 
world, that tfiey are animated by 
a desire to serve and save their 
country. Again I say, that this is 
only one effort, in addition to that 


which was made before, and even r 
that “would have succeeded had it; 
not been for base and treacherous ; 
“friends” who would now gladly 
exchange situations with me. This 
is only one effort of many which, 
are, probably, to succeed it f but 
I predict, and upon another Grid- 
iron pledge I predict it, that in 
the Parliament I shall be, first or 
last; and that I am destined to 
have a hand in the changing of a 
system which has so long been a 
scourge to the country. I am 
satisfied that, as far as my own 
fame is concerned, the failure 
at Coventry was fortunate. In; 
all human probability the pro- 
gress of the THIN G, uninter- 
rupted by me, would bring me 
greater reputation than could 
acquire by arresting that pro-, 
gress. Being of this opinion, I 
have, many times, hesitated as to 
whether I should now make the 
effort or not. But, a desire to 
mitigate, at least, the sufferings 
of the people, has prevailed, at 
last, over every other considera- 
tion, and has induced me to en- 
deavour to obtain the meaus to 
make the attempt now. 

Thus stands the matter, at pre- 
sent. In a short time, ‘the public , 
must be informed of the place 
chosen for the trial ; and, in the 
mean time, they may be assured. 
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that, if made at 8 (of vriiich I 


own little Cbw, which hf f n6w 
find eleven years eld got her if* 


have not the least doubt), i® dball 
be made openly, end in a manner 
worthy of the conduct of my whole 
life. . 


ALDERNEY COWS 
In answer to many Gentlemen, 
who have written to me on' this 
subject, I have to say, that, having 
written to Mr. James Roberts 
for information, Be has informed 
me, that he has now a consider- 
able number of Cows, imported 
since January ; that he sends them 
to any part ©f the country, and 
has sent them as far" as the northern 
part of Cheshire ; that he will 
warrant the goodness of all he 
sends ; god that the price, and all 
other circumstances, may be known 
by application to him, at Abbots- 
ton, near Alresford, Hamp- 
shire. It is no more than justice 
for me to observe, that more than 
a dozen of persons, who have had 
Cows from Mr. Roberts, have, 
either verbally or by letter, thank- 
ed me for my advice and recom- 
mendation. Two particular friends 
of mine, one near London add the 
other at Wakefield in Yorkshire , 
wish to have a Cow each now . 
They Will write to Mr. Roberts, 
perhaps $ but, if they should not, 
T shall he obliged to him to let me 
know when be is. about to send 
Cows in those directions.-— My 


182!,) calved, as usual, in Ja- 
nuary. i had j at the time, a Cow 
waiting berefbr a friend, and we 
got milk from hetftttl my calf was 
three weeks old, when it weighed 
seventy-three pownds, at a season' 
when veal was very dear. Rbe^ 
now gives me from fourteen to 
sixteen quarts of milk a day.. 
Her food consists of hay; bran, 
my grains now - and - then, and 
cabbage and br.ocee§i leaves from 
the garden. A third part of her ' 
fpod comes from the garden all 
the year round. I think She may 
cost me seven shillings a week, and 
her milk, at fourpence a quart; is. 
worth 11. 12 s. 6d. a week. Some 
part we sell to two neighbours 
(amounting to 6s. a week 
now ;) but we use the main part, 
and have the skim-milk for pigs, 
or dogs and cats. Surprising, 
that any man who has a yard 20- 
feet square, should not keep one 
of these pretty gentle Ettie crea- 
tures! And stiH more surprising, 
if he have any thing of a y ardent 
But, milking regularly and clean 
is absolutely necessary. If the 
master and mistress do not get up 
by six o’clock, from Lady-day to- 
Michaelmas, and at day-light, or 
soon after, the rest of the. year* 
they would do well to deal in 
chalk and water, and not keep a 
cow. 
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SHERIFFS COURT. 

• Thursday- Morning. 

The newspapers have a report, 
and afery good one, ofa transac- 
. tit>n,'irtwhieh I was ^gagedyCs- 
feiday, in this court; brit, the 
subject Wing of great public im- 
portance, I shall revert to it in my 
next, I was by no means sorry, 
thatthe action was brought against 
me; and, though the result of it 
is, ot course, pleasing to me, hav- 
ing saved me from an unjust 
charge of 18 ./; I value the good 
to Ihe public at a much higher 
rate. 


FEAST AT BOLTON. 

I am very happy to hear that 
the worthy men who kept the 
Feast of the Gridiron at Bolton, in 
Lancashire, were totally ignorant 
of the infamy of Carlile, the tool 
of an execrable wretch in Lon- 
v d°n, who is probably, and most 
likely, the tool of other execrable 
wretches, that must finally be 
dragged forth "to light. I shall 
notice this proceeding, at Bolton, 
raore fcliy in my next. 


Mi 

THE 

ASS OF HEREFORD. 

It is thought that' birds sing 
the loudest when in a cage, and, 
for a similar physical reason, 
asses may bray toutfefct whenin 
POUND. If this should he so, 
God presence the hearing facul- 
ties, say I, of the people of Here- 
ford! For; their ass is at this 
moment impounded, whether . #>r 
straying or for trespass, I know 
not; but impounded he is, and 
perhaps clogged into the bargain ! 
A very independent gentleman, 
to be sure, especially when we 
find that, he was actually receiv- 
ing fodder at the mere mercy of a 
Hereford Banker. I said, many 
jnqnths ago, that three-fourths of 
these newspaper fallows in the 
country upheld the rag-rooks, 
because they were in debt with 
the rooks. In short, they lived 
from day to day by the fraudulent 
system. They knew that, if the 
system failed, they should be im- 
pounded as their poor brother of 
Hereford has been. Suppose it 
should turn out that the Hereford 
INDEPENDENT has been* for 
these last six months, mortgaged 
to a rag-rook. This would not 
surprise me; for, as I haveuftew 
said, these “Independents” are 
the most slavish band of knaves 
that exist. - 


Apjul £2^1328. 
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MARKETS. 


Average Prices of CORN through- 
out England, for the week end- 
ing April 8. 

Per Quarter, 
s . d . ■ s. d . 


Wheat .. 58 6 
Barley . . 31 10 
Oats .... 23 4 


Rye 36 71 

Beans ... 35 5 

Pease . . ► 37 11 


Total Quantity of Corn returned as 
Sold in v the Maritime Districts, for 
the Week ended April 8. 

Qrs. ‘ Qrs. 

Wheat . . 41,648 j Rye .... .305 
Barley . . 22,0S9 Beans . . . 3,235 
Oats . . . S2,195 j Pease ... 736 


Corn Exchange, Mark Lane . 

Quantities and Prices of Brifisli 
Corn, &c. sold and delivered in 
this Market, during the week ended 
Saturday, April 8. 



Qrs. 

s. 

d. 

Wheat . 

5,036 

. Average 61 

11 

Barley . 

4,669 

. — 34 

2 

Oats . . 

10,767 

. — 26 

9 

Rye . . 

57 . 

. — 31 

7 

Beans . 

984 . 

, . — S6 

11 

Pease . 

231 . 

t 

. . — 59 

2 


Friday, April 14. — There are mo- 
derate supplies of Grain this week, 
and the market to-day has been thinly 
attended with buyers. Wheat, with 
difficulty, maintains Monday’s prices. 
In Barley, Beans, and Pease, there is 
no alteration. Oats find a slow sale 
at the terms last quoted. 


Monday, April 17. — The arrivals 
of all sorts of Grain last week were 
moderate, with a fair quantity of^ 
Flour. This morning .there was a 
good fresh supply of Wheat and Bar- 
ley from Kent, but from Essex and 
Suffolk the quantities were not large. 

A few more vessels have arrived from 
the North with Oats. At the com- 
mencement of the market, more, 
money was demanded for the best 
samples' of WTieat; our Millers, 
however, manifested great reluctance 
in purchasing, and the prices may 
be reported much the same as on this 
day se’nnight, with a dull sale for all 
but superfine parcels. 

The trade for Malting Barley has 
become excessively dull, and may be 
stated full 2s. per quarter lower than 
on Monday last : other kinds met a 
heavy sale, .but at a less reduction. 
Beans rather dearer. Pease were un- 
altered. There, has been a slow ^ 
trade for Oats, but prices remain 
as last quoted. ’ Much uncertainty 
exists as to the top price of Flour, 
some quoting it at 55s., and others at 
60s. per sack. 


Price on hoard Ship as under . y 

Flour, per sack 53s. — 55s. 

Seconds .. .48*. — 50 s * 

North Country . .42s. — 46s. 

Price of Bread. — The price of the 
4lb. Loaf is .stated at 9gd. by the 
I full-priced Bakers. 
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April 22 ,‘ 1 § 26 . 


Account of Wheat/ &c. arrived in 
the Port of London, from April 10 
to April 15, both inclusive. 

_ Tt 1 Qrs. 

Wheat. . 4,730 Tares ... . . 170 

Barley 4,849 Linseed.. — 

Malt.... 4,472 Rapesee<L. — 

Gats 13,436 Brank .. — 

Beans... 935 Mustard.. — 

, Flour.... 7,546 Flax .... _ 

Bye . . . . — Hemp ... — 


BUTTER. 


Pease. . . . 274 j Seeds .’ .’ — 

^ Foreign:— Wheat 540, Oats 260, 
Beans 410 quarters. • 

Monday, April 17.— The arrivals 
from Ireland last week were 327 
firkins of Butter, and 471 bales of 
Bacon ; and from Foreign Ports 
7,949 casks of Butter. 

HOPS, 

Price per Cwt. in the Borough : 

Mjonday, April 17.— There is more [ 
doing iq Hops, principally in 1824’s 
and 1825's, upon which a small ad- 
vance has been obtained. Several 
large lots of Old have been taken oft' 
the market, as the present rates offer 
an inducement to the speculators. 

Maidstone, April 13— There has 
neen a little more doing this week in 

♦i trac * e > an d in consequence 
rattier better prices have been made, 
but principally on the pockets of last 
year s growth. The bines do not ap- 
pear at present to come as well as 
expected, and in some grounds the 
flea is increasing. 

_ TTorcesfer, April 12 — On Saturday 
122 pockets were weighed ; no mate- 
rial variation in price. - 


City, 19/A Aprilj 1826. 

BACON. 

The stock on hand is not heavy, 
but the. want of credit will probably 
prevent any material advance. On . 
board, 48s. to 50s. ; Landed, 52s. j 


The necessity of heavy stocks con- 
stantly on hand, to meet the. demands 
for the consumption of London, and 
the places supplied by London; and 

the perishable nature of this article 
make an almost certain loss ,to those 
who hold at this time of the year 
- Accordingly we find, that at this time 
there is a great quantityjn the ware- 
houses, especially .Foreign, which 
will, probably, lose more than half of 
the original cost. Best Dutch, 98s. 
to 100s. ; New Holstein, 80s. to 84sJ 
Inferior kinds and qualities nominal . * 

CHEESE. 

There is very little doing, and 
prices are nominal. 

A mercantile firm, of respectabi- 
lity and long-standing, has stopped 
payment. This firm has an establish- 
ment in Ireland, where it carried oa 
an extensive shipping business . } 

Smitiifield, Monday, April 17* 1 
Per Stone of 8 pounds (alive). , 

• s. d. s. d. 

Beef 3 8 to 4 8 

Mutton ... 4 6 — 5 2 
Veal ..... 6 6 — 7 0 

Fork 5 0 — 6 0 

I Lamb .... 6 4 f 4 

Beasts . ... 2,198 I Sheep . . 11, 710 
Calves . . . 138 | Pigs . . . ,140 

Newgate, (same day.) 

Per Stone of 8 pounds (dead). 

s. d . s. d. 

Beef ..... 3 0 to 4 O 
Mutton. ... 3 4 — 4 2 

Veal 3 8—58 

Pork 4 0 — 6 O 

Lamb .... 5 4 — 7 O 


COAL MARKET, April 14 . 

Skips at Market. Ships sold. Price. * 
MJNewcastic.. 38} 28s.0i.to36..6A 
10 Sunderland.. 7} 26j.6d._37r.6A 
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PQXAJ0BS. 

. . Spvfaj-fjeuw* per Tam. • 
...... £S tO to 5 10 

MiddttBgs......9f 10 — 2 15 

Chats 10: — 0 O 

Common Red. .0* 0—00 
Chitons, 0t» Od. — Os. Od. perbnsh. 

Borough, per Ton. 

Ware .,,.r.£^ 0 to 6 0 

middlings; 2-0 — 3 ft 

Chats 1 1* - * 

. Commod Red. .0 0 — 0 0 


MaincsTSk 

/ 

HAY and STRAW, per Load., 


Smithfietd . — -Ray. . . .70*. to ‘ 90s. 

% Straw.. .36*. to? 42*. 
Clover.. 85*< to 110*; 

\\St. James's .* — Hay 60s. to 95** 

Straw . . 27** to 4fi «. 
Clover . .80*. to* 108*.. 
Whitechapel.— Hay. . . .,66s.' to 90s. 

Straw.. .36*. to 42*. 
Claver. J86*.. to llfla 


COBN^IlY CORN; MARKETS. 

By the Quarter, excepting where oAerwise nantei; fnp Wedneadayto 
■ Saturday last, inclusive. 


oatuiua^ — 

The Scotch Markets are the Returns of the Week before . 

.rri.--* i - . Beam, i 


tylesbury ...... 

Banbury. ... •• •• 

Basingstoke *.. •• 
Bridport.. ....... 

Ch'ftfinsfbni.;.*'. .. 

Derby 

Devizes • 

Dorchester ...... 

Exeter • • • 

Eye .. •••.. 
Guildford.... .... 

Henley... 

Horncastle ...... 

Hungerford.... . • • 

Lewes. 

Newbury .... ..... 

Northampton. . . . 

Nottingham- .... 

Reading 

Stamford 

Stow market .. . . 

Swansea ........ 

Truro . 

Uxbridge ..^f. ... . 
Warminster... . . . 

Winchester.. 

Dalkeith* ...... 

Haduington* .. . . 


Wheat. . 

Barley. 1 

Oats. - j 

Beam. . 

1 t.f to s. d. 

s. to s. d. 

s. to s. d. 

«. to 

» s. d. 

56 

64 0 

35 

39 0 

29 

3*0 

39 

44. ft i 1 

64 

76 0 

33 

36: 0 

24 

30 0 

40 

48 Q 

53 

70 0 

30 

34 0 

23 

27 .ft 

0 

0,0 

54 - 

62 0 

30 

0 0 

22 

25 0 

48* 

Oft: 

56 

72 0 

30 

36 ft 

26 

32 0 

32 

34 O ' 

67 

74 0 

28 

37 0 

24 

28 0; 

38 

44 0 

52 

66 0 

30 

37 0 

26 

32 0 

44 

52 0 

50 

64 0 

27 

32* 0 

23 

27 0 

48 

.50 0: 

66 

76 0 

41 

44 0 

23 

28 0 

28 

32 0 

57 

68 0 

28 

32 0 

25 

30 0 

34 

38 0 

0 

0 0 

0 

0 is 

0 

00 

0 

0 0 

60 

77 0 

29 

38 0 

24 

SO 0 

45 

53 0 

58 

62 0 

30 

32 0 

20 

24 ‘0 

35 

38 0 

52 

70 0 

24 

33 0 

20 

. 30 0 

41 

56 0 

54 

66 0 

0 

0 0 

23 

28 0 

40 

00 

42 

76. 0 

29 

34 0 

22. 

30 0 

42 

48 0 

56 

64 0 

30 

35 0 

22 

32 0 

35 

42 0 

62 

0 0 

32 

0 Q 

26 

0 0 

4L 

0 0 ; 

64 

78 0 

28 38 0 

20 

36 0 

44 

50 0 

50 

64 0 

28 

33 0 

20 

25 0, 

37 

38 0 

52 

66 0 

25 

32 0 

23 

27 0 

3l 

0 <3 

62 

. ,0 0 

36 

0 0, 

20 

0 0 

0 

0 0 

63 

0 0 

32 

0 0 

28 

0 0 

0 

, Oft. 

0 

0 0 

0 

0 0 

0 

0 0 

0 

0 0 

' 52 

64 0 

27 

37 0 

24 

27 0 

4ft 

62 0 

60 

‘ 0 0 

32 

0 0 

25 

0 0 

0 

0 0 

“ 29 

33 6 

23 

28 0 

18 

25 6 

18 

20 0 

27 

33 0 

23 

29 0 

15 

21 6. 

15 

18 6 


Pease. 

«. to s. d. 

Oft 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
50 0 
0 ft 
Oft 
Oft 
Oft 
40 0 
0-0 
52 0 
Oft 


0 0 
0 0 
48 0 
0 0 
0 0 
50 0 
00 
0-0 
0 0 
0,0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
19 0 
18 0 


" j^aiaeitn ananauaingion are given Dy me ooa . — ' ~ .5 
Rye, Pease,, and Beans, is three per cent, more than 4 bushels. The bolt or 
Barley and Oats, is about 6 bushels Winchester, or as 6 to 8 compared with the 
English quarter. 
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Liverpool, April 11. — The winds have been favourable during the la$t 
week for arrivals from Ireland^ yet the importations, of Wheat,Flour, and 
Oats, were but moderate, and the .demand for these articles more languid 
than tbit of the preceding week; inconsequence, Wheat receded m value 
3d. to 4 d. per 70ibs; Flour Is. per 28Gflbs., and Oatmeal Is. p*ri24(Hbi. 
Other articles have partaken oT the depression at this day’s market, which 
was but thinly attended, and not much business done. 

Imported into Liverpool from the 4th to the 10th of April,, 1526, inclu- 
sive: — Wheat,, 5,525; Barley, 2,273; Oats, 9,769; Malt, 2,049; Beans, 
315, and Pease,, 180 quarters. Flour, 3,028 sacks, per 280 lbs. Oatmeal, 
1,086 pajdcs, per 240 lbs. 

Norwich, April 15.— We had a large supply of Wheat to this day Y market, 
mid the demand being equal to it, Red sold from 54*. to 62$ ; White to 
64s.; Barley was 2s. per quarter lower than lafct week; prices: from 23 r. to 
60s. ; Oats 22s. to 29s. ; Beans 32s. to 38s. ; Pease 34s. to 40$. per quarter; 
and Flour, 45s. to 46*; per sack. 

Bristol, April 15*-— The prices of Com, &c. in t|ie Corn Markets at this 
place, continue very steady this week. Supplies rather moderate. Present 
prices are : — Wheat, from. 5s. to ,8s. j Barley, Ss. to 4s. 9d ; Oats, 2s; 3d. 
to 3s. 4 id.; Beans, 3s. 6d. to 6s. 3 dr, and Malt, 5s. to 7s. 3 d, per bushel. 
Flour, Seconds, 80s. to 47s. per bag. r 

Ipmibhi April 15. — Our market to-day was very thinly supplied with al* 
Grain. Prices Wheat 56s* to 64s. ; Barley, Sis. to 43s. ; Beans, 38s. to 
39s. ; and Pease, 38s. per quarter. 

IFistfci, April 15. — Wheat, Oats, and Beans, were taken off freely, at 
last week’s prices. — Red Wheat, 54s. to 60s. ; W hite ditto, 60s. to 62s.; 
Oats, 20s, to 24s. ; and Beans, ,34s. to 38s. per imperial qr. ' 

Wahefkld , April 14. — The siipply of Wheat this morning is large, and 
the millers having bought rather freely of late, the trade has been heavy 
to-day at a decline of Is. per quarter upon good dry samples. Oats ^nd 
Shelling are not plentiful, and as there is more than the usual demand for 
them at present; they fully support the last quotations. There is a large 
arrival of Barley, and although the weather is quite cool, the Malt trade is 
so excessively dull, that this article has met a very heavy sale at a reduc- 
tion of Is. per quarter upon the best sorts, and more upon second qualities. 
In Beans no alteration. There is nothing doing m Rapeseed. 9 

Manchester , ApriLl5. — Our market has been very flat to-day for any 
thing except prime parcels of Grain and Flour. Prices may be quoted ra- 
ther lower than this day week. 

Newcast le-on- Tyne, April 15.— We had again a large supply of Wheat 
from the farmers, and the sale was dull. IS’o alteration in the price of Rye. 
Several cargoes of* Barley have arrived during the week, and prices have 
declined 2s. per quarter. Malt very dull sale. We had a good supply of 
Oats, which sold very readily. The weather has been cold all this week, 
but it is not considered unfavourable for the growing crops. — Wheat, new, 
52s. to 61s. ; Foreign, 48s. to 54s. ; Rye, 42s. to 44s. ; Foreign, 32s. to S6s.; 
Barley, 30s. to 32s.; Foreign, 2 os. to 30s. ; Malt, 52s. to 59s. ; Oats, 21s. 
to 26s.; Foreign, 19s. to 21s. ; Beans, -42s. to 40s. ; Pease, White, 48s. to 
54s. per quarter, Imperial measure. Flour, 45s. per sack. 
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COUNTRY' CATTLE and MEAT MARKETS* &c. 

. Norwich Castle Meadow , April 15.— The supply of fat Cattle to this day's 
market was very large, and the prices from . 65. 3d. to n^ar 7s. per I4lbs., 
but many lots remained unsold : we had also a large supply of Store Stock, 
the Scots were not of superior quality, those. few sold were at 4s. per stone 
when fat; we had also some lots of good Short Horns, the best of them 
sold at 3s. 6d. per stone. Cows and Calves are selling better than they 
have lately. One and two-years old Homebreds are not very saleable. 
Horses, of both Riding and the Cart kind, are selling a little more freely: 
there was also a large quantity of Sheep penned, and the sale but slow. 
Shearlings sold from 28s. to 34s. ; fat ones, to 45s.;. Hoggets from 20s. to 
28s.; and those nearly fat, S4s. ; Ewes and Lambs from. 34s., to 41s. per 
couple. Pigs selling very cheap ; fat ones to 6s. 6d. per stone. ' * 

. Homcastle, April 15.— Beef, . 6s. 6d. to 7s. per stone of 14 lbs. ; Mutton, 
6d. to 7 d . ; Pork, 5$d. to Q^d . ; and Veal, 3d. to 9 d. per lb. . 

At Morpeth Market, on Wednesday, there was a great supply of Cattle, 
which met with dull sale, at a reduction in price. There were a good many 
Sheep, which sold readily at last .week’s prices. — Beef, from 5s. 9d. to 
6s. 6d . ; and Mutton, 7s. to 8s. 6d. per stone, sinking offal. 


AVERAGE PRICE OF CORN, sold in the Maritime Counties of 
England and Wares, for the Week ended April 8, 18*26. 


Wheat. . Barley. Oats. 

' s. d. s. d. s.~ d. 

London*..... ....62 0....33 9. ...25 4 

Essex ..... .-. ; . .60 1 ... .33 3. . . .25 II ; 

Kent.;.. 63 0 33 10.... 25 6 

Sussex ....56 0 31 7... 25 I 

Suffolk 56,2. ...32 0....26 1 

Cambridgeshire 53 5 30 0....20 10 

Norfolk 55 6 29 4 26 9 v 

Lincolnshire....* .58 10.... 30 2.... 20 3 v 

Yorkshire . .58 * 7. . . .30 2....21 0 

Durham... 58 9*.. ,.32 0....26 7 

Northumberland 55 0....32 4.... 25 0 

Cumberland 62 6.... 31 5.... 22 8 

Westmoreland 65 0. ...40 * 0....24 1 

Lancashire 63 8.... 0 0. ...25 8 

Cheshire 61 6..r.40 0....24 7 

Gloucestershire 61 9.... 35 7.... 24 2 

Somersetshire 60 0. . . .32 10. . . .21 1 

Monmouthshire 67 2 .... 36 1....23 6 

Devonshire 58 10. ...31 9 .... 22 ' 8 

Cornwall 60 0....30 1....24 9 

Dorsetshire 57 10 30 3 25 0 

Hampshire.. ...57 4.... 31 8 24 9 N 

North Wales 62 1 34 9. . . .20 10 

South Wales 54 9. ...28 7.... 17 3 


* The London Average is always that of the Week preceding. 
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t( The envy of surrounding Nations and admiration of the World.** 


16. “ Ye shall know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes of 

^ thorns, or figs of thistles ? . 

17. “ Even so every good tree bringeth forth good- fruit ; but a corrupt 
“ tree bringeth forth evil fruit. 

18. “A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither can a corrupt 

u tree bring forth good fruit.** Matthew, Chapter vii. 


DEPLORABLE WRETCHEDNESS OF THE PEOPLE OF 
ENGLAND, IRELAND AND SCOTLAND. 


Kensmgton y 

' Thursday, 27th April, 1826. 

An accidental circumstance, and 
nf a nature uncontrollable, has put 
it out of my power to write any 
thing for the Register this week, 
beyond this sort of Preftice, to ar- 
ticles which, chiefly, I have taken 
fronn other publication^. »' These 
articles relate to subjects of . very 
great importance, and particularly 
“the first of them ; nainely, those 
which relate to the perishing si- 
tuation of this industrious people. 
1 shall insert the articles without 
^any commentary of my own, for 
which commentary I have not the 
time ; and, if l had the time, I 
should be afraid to trust my 'pen 


underdhe direction of those feel- 
ings which not to have, would ar- 
gue a callousness of heart that 
ought to make any man ashamed 
of ' his existence. Here are the 
fruits of the tree j the natural 
fruits of the system “ that works so 
well '! I say it, for the fiftieth 
time, that, if I did not believe there 
to be reasonable ground of hope, 
that I have the ability to assist in 
bettering the lot of this wretched 
people, I would instantly, and, at 
all hazards, abandon this kingdom 
for ever ; I would not make one of 
a community, where some of the 
people have half a meal of pota- 
toes in a day ; where others are 
eating "horse-flesh ar^ draff; 
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•where others are pursuing the 
jeats for food ; where ether's, as we 
Lave It under the hand of a Cler- 
gyman of the Church of England, 
are STEALING CARRION, in 
order to preserve themselves from 
actual death by starvation ; not 
one hour would I , make one of a 
z community, where the people are 
thus impoverished, degraded, and 
starved, did I not entertain what I 
deem t reasonable hope, of being 
able to assist others in effecting 
some change for the benefit of 
these -unhappy sufferers. 

I now proceed to insert trie ar- 
ticles, amongst which the reader 
will perdeive a POLICE RE- 
PORT, whence, it would seem, 
(if the Report be correct) that 
there.is actually some Parliamentr 
ary measure going on, to cause 
people TO BE TRANSPORT- 
ED beyond the seas, for no other 
reason but that they ARE 
C HARGE ABLE TO TH E 
PARISH! Merciful God, and 

England, is the “ Envy of sur- 
j?otm cling nations? and admiration! 
?of the world ” come to this at last !; 

Yet, if this system go on, far ,* 
indeed?, are we from yet beholding 
; the ■ worst ; far, very far, indeed } 
, are we from beholding the acme 
f Pt* that. misery, which, as I have 
always said, this system has in 
reserve for a people, once the best 
Ted, best clothed, and most frees 
upon the face of the earth ; and 
tatill deserving to be the best fed^ 
«best clothed r and most free. In- 
telligence -from Lancashire, on 
* which I can place confident re- 
liance, S 4 ys that the; people in se- 
veral parts<of that County, ARE 
EATING THE CATS; and 
this, too, observe jn about eight 
months roj^ly since the rubrical 


thanksgiving for times ofplenfyj 
was read in the churches ; afid 
when corn and meat are at a nftfCh 
lower price than they, were last 
year. 5 Oh horrible system ! Hor- 
ror of all horror s/that*e£ri cifrise 
actual starvation of thousands in 
the midst of plenty ! 

I have no time for anything more, 
but just to beg. my readers to go 
through all the following articles 
with the greatest possible^ttention. 
Some of the people ; a small part 
of the people, at any rafo, will soon 
have an opportunity of making an 
effort to return men to Parliament, 
who are likely to do their best to 
change this horrible system. This 
remark addresses itself PAR- 
TICULARLY TO THE PEO- 
PLE OF WESTMINSTER, If 
they be afforded the opportunity, 
they have the power completely 
in their hands. As to their having 
the opportunity tendered them, I 
cannot speak positively tifll next 
week, when I, shall, I suspect, 
speak positively enough upon the 
subject. • Even now 1 cannot for^ 
bear saying, that it were a shame, 
indeed, if the people of West- 
minster, who were formerly sp 
justly looked up to by every pajt^ 
of the Country where the wretchefl 
people stood 1 in> need of support ; 
it were a shame, indeed, it the 
people, jthe really enlightened 
people, the sensible and spirited 
people of this noble City, were* 
at a» time like this, to suffer them- 
selves tabe made tools of by a 
miserable rump of intriguers ; and 
were, in fact, to become even more 
despicable (because they have no 
excuses to allege) than the stand- 
ing slaves of a rotten Borough. 

Wm. cobbett 1 . 
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'Distress ifo v the : County of 
' ' Cork. 

Our Correspondents continue 
% send us bad tidings' from the 
*West. All we can do is to lay 
iheir communications before the 
public. If the facts which they 
narrate do pot speak to the feel- 
ings of ! the “ natural protectors,” 
no representations on oilr part 
will. The Petition of Daniel 
jDmco/Z shall go to/ William Cob- 
" ‘left. We shall look to that. Gra- 
cious heaven ! what a state of 
society ! Last evening a Gentle- 
man intimately acquainted ^with 
"the state of this city, told us that it 
was his firm belief, from personal 
knowledge, that in the North Pa- 
nsh there were eighteen hundred 
individuals who had not more than 
one rheal in the forty-eight hours, 
and to whom even a bed of soot 
would be a luxury. 

To the mUor of the Cork Mer- 
cantile Chronicle. 

Sl "W * Clonakiity , April 18 .' 

We'are become desperate — we 
“know not what to do, or what to 
think— we have hot one moment’s 
^comfort — we cannot stir one step 
* withoM'seeing starving faces, and 
‘if we don’t 1 see them, we are cer- 
4ain that such is thei r situation . 
^tir paltry Relief Fund is ex- 
hausted ; and. yesterday a publi- 
cation was posted up to hundreds 
of unfortunate creatures, that no 
TOther relief was to be extended 
to them, fs this Estate of things tb 
r be’ borne ? -are bur gentry to enjoy 
'sMerttly their luxuries, while their 
fellow^ creatures are famishing? 
*If is sickening to see most of the 
"HiCmbers of this' Relief’ Com mi t- 
* tee well-dressed/ well-fed with all 
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the cofnforts, aind efcen luxuries 
of life, say, it is very in judicious 
to deal otti gratuitous relief. 
These poor weavers don’t want to 
be idle ; but when these prosing 
gentlemen don’t find work for 
them, are they to famish ? Why" 
do not the Clergy, with all theis 
thousands, why do they not come 
forward and do something’ for us ? 
why do not those grdat Landhold- 
ers, who have not yet: given one 
•farthing to the distressed ? 

For thei last fottr or five weeks 
the allowance from' the Relief 
Fond gave a meal a day, and they 
were satisfied just to wait till trade 
revived. A Petition to Govern^, 
ment was prepared, and, I fear ^ 
t^ver forwarded, there were so 
many corrections and amend- 
ments. And yet the case was 
simple— nothing more was neces- 
sary than to say, » We, the poor 
weavers of Clonakiity^ are star- 
ving, and implore you to do some- 
thing forus” 

This morning I am informed 
that a remarkably decent woman, 

a poor weaver's wile, is twenty- 
four hours in labour, without any 
thing te support not -only her pain, 
but nature. For Heaven’s sake, 
do something for us ! 

An Inhabitant of Clonaxiltt/ 

The humble Petition of the poor 

Weavers of Cl&iakifty to Wil- 
liam Cobbett. 

Praying of him to exert him- 
self in f thgir behalf, andtryand 
rouse some feedings, of pity for 
their unhappy condition. They 
are: without employment for six 
months"; while an article cf furni- 
ture or wearing apparel remained 
to 5 them , they made not their dis- 
tress known, ; hoping, that bach 
succeeding day would.' bring, in 
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some revival of their trade. At 
length necessity forced them to 
throw themselves on the gene- 
rosity of the Public. The Gen- 
tlemen of the town got up a meet- 
ing, where -it was endeavoured to 
raise a fund to give them the w r eekly 
supportof 6 d. to each member of a 
family. With this they were con- 
tent ; it gave them a meal of dry 
‘potatoes in the day, but it enabled 
us to live for better days. Doctor 
Coppinger , the Roman Catholic 
Bishop, sent us 50/., but his ex- 
ample was not followed by many 
others, who derive large fortunes 
from us. Lord Shannon alone, of 
all the landed proprietors, sent 
us some relief. The- best work- 
man among us cannot earn at his 
work, supposing even he works 
sixteen hours a day, more than 6c/. 
and what is this to support eight 
in family, and potatoes from Id. 
to 8c/; the weight. We throw our- 
selves and our poor families on 
you, Mr. Cobbett, the friend of the 
poor, to implore you to exert your 
all-powerful pen in our behalf, 
and to bring our misery before a 
generous English public; we have 
no prospect before us but death. 
Whatever may be the fate of this 
Petition, your Petitioners will ever 
pray for you. 

For myself and Brethren, 
Daniel Driscoll. 

To the Editor of the Morning 
Herald . , 

Sir, — Your paper fias been so 
often the means of obtaining relief 
for the injured and the distressed, 
I am induced to request your as- 
sistance in giving publicity to the 
misery now existing among the 
cotton weavers in the district in 
which 1 write. I am the clergy- 
man of two very populous parishes 


m 

in Yorkshire, in ^hich the poor 
depend entirely upon the weaving 
of cotton for their support. For, 
as this is a grazing county, there 
is scarcely any out-door. work. 
In consequence of the extreme 
depression now existing in that 
branch of trade our population 
are very generally thrown out of 
work. I believe that I do not 
exaggerate when I say that three- 
fourths of the labouring class are 
obliged to receive parochial relief. 
Our small farmers are in conse- 
quence rapidly sinking down to a 
state of pauperism, and our great 
ones are Tar too much impover- 
ished by the incessant demands 
upon them to do any more than 
contribute what is necessary for 
the bare support of the poor. The 
distress is# now becoming alarm- 
ing. About seven weeks since we 
raised a subscription among our- 
selves, which amounted to about 
140/. for the two parishes, and this 
we have now nearly expended in 
enabling the distressed poor, about 
440 families every week, to pur- 
chase oatmeal at half-price. In 
three weeks the whole will be 
finished, and where we are to ob- 
tain any relief freyond the miser- 
able pittance arising from the 
rates, I am quite unable to say, 
unless some of your charitable 
readers will answer this humble 
appeal. I beg to lay before you 
two circumstances in illustration 
of our distress. Last week a cow 
died .in calving. It was skinned, 
and the carcass was thrown upon 
the dunghill.* In the course of 
the following night the whole was 
taken away for food. In one man’s 
pantry 1 saw a considerable quan- 
tity in salt. It emitted a poison- 
ous smell. Another family was 
made extremely ill, either from 
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the excessive quantity they had 
eatenj or from the deleterious na- 
ture, of the food. 

In the other parish, on going 
, my usual weekly circuit from 
house to house, the following fact 
s came under the observation of tire 
person who accompanied me and 
of mtyself. We called at a cot- 
tage, about two o’clock on a Wed- 
nesday afternoon — the woman had 
lain in on the Saturday preceding 
—neither she nor her husband 
had tasted food for twenty-eight 
- hours, with the exception of a lit- 
tle tea that morning, without sugar 
or milk ; the woman had besides 
eaten a small cake ^— the man no 
thing, I was enabled immedi 
ately to send them in a small, 
quantity of -food, and a humane 
shopkeeper in the village (for -I 
reside at .a distance) immediately 
sent a comfortable mess to the 
poor woman. On the Saturday, 

* while in the pangs of labour, this 
woman pontinued to work at a 
gown which she had to make for 
ameighbour, knowing that unless 
she could send it in they should 
have nothing for their support the 
next day; and after her delivery 
she would have completed it, but 
‘Was prevented. v y 0 ur readers 
will naturally ask how such dis- 
tress can occur under our poor 
laws? The answer, in this in- 
stance, is, that there are so many 
approaching to the same situation, 
mat these poor persons were un- 
nohced amid the general mass of 
suffering till we happened to visit 
mem. These two cases are the 
most prominent, but^ there are 
others now in a situation nearly 
as bad. ^ l hey have occurred 
while we have been enabled 
° unite the aid of our private 
subscription with that affoi-ded by 
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the poor rates, Avhat may be ex- 
pected when the poor are left to 
the rates alone] If there are 
any of your readers who have not ! 
calls upon their charity of the ■ 
same .imperative nature as those 
which 1 here describe, I would 
humbly implore them to contri- ' 
bute to the relief of these two dis- ' 
tressed parishes. Our funds are 
under the control of a committee 
of respectability, and will be ap- 
plied to the relief of the most 
urgent cases. Allow me to say, 
in conclusion, thaf about three 
years ago, when a general sub- - 
scriplion was made for the dis- 
tressed Irish, I went from house 
to house through the parishes, and 
(with the exception of two or three) 
received contributions from the 
whole. These are the persons for 
whom I now plead. I subjoin my 
name, for your information, and 
give a reference to a friend in Lon 
don, who will answer for my re- 
spectability. Should any one wish 
to know my name, &c., yon are at ' 
liberty to communicate it. Any 
money may be paid to my account 
at -the bank named below, and 
shall be most faithfully applied. 

I am. Sir, your’s, &c., 
Cj.ericus Cantabrigiensis. 

April 22. * 


We are sorry to direct the at- 
tention of our townsmen to the 
picture presented by the Work- 
house Report of yesterday : . 

Seventy-six have been admitted 
during the past seven days, and 
there are now six hundred and 
seventy-eight human beings cram- 
med together (for we cannot term 
If an y else .) — Blackburn 

Mail. Note.— (So much for the 
power-loom and other machinery / 
system of manufacturing more 
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goods than any: fair demand can 
carry off.) 

Tie valuation of the land in the 
township of Padiham , is about: 
2,300/., ami the sum of two hun- 
dred pounds per month is paid to 
the paupers. A respectable inn- 
keeper is ac^ally paying near 2/. 
weekly for poor rEdes.^-Blackbum 
Mail.. 

Maccle field r Thursday , 22 d of 
April . — The workmen again be- 
gin to congregate in the streets in 
the evening, and I should not be 
Very much surprised if we had 
another disturbance. 

As a medical gentleman was 
returning on horseback from the 
neighbourhood of Brindle, last 
week, he was attacked by . three 
men, one of whom seized the reins 
of the horse, and begged him to 
give him one shilling, as himself, 
his wife, and five children, were 
entirely starving for want of food : 
the gentleman inquired who the 
other two men were, and he was 
informed they were in the same 
situation; upon which he. kindly 
gave them; each a shilling, and 
they went peaceably away.—* 
Blackburn Mail. [Our manufac- 
turing system is bringing us into 
the same situation as the high duty 
system has brought Spain into, so 
far .as smugglers are concerned.] . 

On Saturday last most of the 
houses in the silk hosiery trade, 
were compelled to discharge the 
greater part of their hands. The 
lace-houses say the demand is a 
little improved, but prices are not 
remu nerating.-r - Nottingham Her 
raid. ' 

At new year’s-dny last, it will 
be' recollected, there were only 
twenty persons confined in the gaol 
of this city for debt. The case is 
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now verydifferentyandthe debtors^ 
at- present amount* toufrfty'-eighti ; 
Few of these are workmen. Tbey-^ 
have nearly all been m business 
for themselves in some*' way or s, > 
other. During the brisk output 1 
of the notes ( 12J ; per ' cent, more » 
last year than the year before) they , 
were in high spirits, ahd flattered * 
themselves that they were rapidly ^ 
improving in their circumstances ; * 
but by the inevitable re-action, 
their best-founded hopes have beetr; 
blighted* and? they have been ^ 
reduced to poverty and a prison. * 
In few cases have the incarcerators ■ - 
been able to obtain a settlements 
When the poor men are lodged ■ 
in their rooms, they appear to con- 
sider themselves lost to the world; 
and only anxious fora continuance i 
of their subsistence under the sta^ 
tut q.— •'G lasgow Chronicle. 

MAItYLBBONR-OPEfCE. 

Oil Friday, the 2 1st, an in- 
telligent young woman, who <gave ^ 
her name MaVgaret Reading, and 
that she was in the service of the 
Rev. JVlr. Gage, of Queen Anne- 
street, Cavendish-square, attend* - 
ed at this office, to ask the advice 
of Mr. Rawlinson, themagistrate; 
how she should act ivnderthe foi* 
lowing extraordinary circum- 
stances. She stated, that in con- 
sequence of the death of herfatber 
and mother, she. had been lefo 
with two brothers quite improvided 
for ; and in order that they might* 
be properly protected, she sue*' 

ceeded in placing them 1 i:i thd* 
workhouse, and procuring for her- 
self a respectable situation' in the 
family of Mr. Gags* ■ O nfe et ber 
brothers had been apprenticed^) 1 
a wpollen-d raper , bu t the other 

still remained in the workhouse of * 

Mary lebone parish, where « nppii- 
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cant wailed* tobdlieve he<wouli ore the points 'he conceived that 
remain^ until a vacancy occurred the parish -was not at all: justified! 
in Ibe pariehP school, when he in anticipating' them amh sending*/ 
would be placed in the school-for children to Canada prior, to the 
the* purpose* of education. She, result of their deliberation.; How. 
howerbr, ascertained- that it was ohHs your brother % ' 

thedfctermination* of the parish to Applicant.— Twelve years of T 

send* several boys to America, age. 

and ’ that ’ among the number her Mr< Rawlinson.—li - is al most 

brofthefr wais included. It was not time for him to be put apprentice.* 
hismclinatien to leave England, Applicant.— I wishhim tore* 

nor did she wish it, and feeling main in the workhouse Until her 
particularly anxious about the care be put into the school, j . 
matter, she* paid a visit to the Mr. Rawlinson. — You .have 
workhouse, where she saw her made inquiries aMhe wdrkhdusei 
brother, who was rejoiced to see Applicant. — I have, and was* 

heiyaod expressed his reluctance told he would surely be sent, if I ' 
to go to Ameriea, and she was in- did not take him away before Sa#;* 
formed that he certainly would be turday.. 

sent off With the 'Other- boys to- Mr. /Jaio/wisoni— They cannot: 
morrow,*unles8^he was* taken out legally do it. The Bdard are* •• 
of 'the workhouse ■ immediately, now sitting ; yon go there directly.' 
Applicant said that she was and speak to them, then return *to ot 
obliged to work very bard for her me, and let me know the result of) * 
own supnort. She would be will- your application, 
ing to take her brother altogether The applicant thanked his 
from sueh a place as the work- ship, and left the offioe to pursue 
house, but her means would, not his advice, and shortly after re* • 
admk of her doing so. She could turned by herself* 
nofrsupporthim if sheteok him out She stated, that shevh&d.hden 

of the workhouse, ' and she bad no there, and was told again, that: it 
friends to take cave of him. In was. their determination* do send* 
thife dilemma she was afraid that the boys off, unless taken from the 
her brother would be sent away workhouse, before S&tnidayt 
from* her* without his or her con- Mr, Rawlinson *— They > cannot 
seat, and she wished to know from do it. Whom did N you see ! 
theroagistrate whether the parish Applicants — Two men ; P.donfi ; 

would be justified in sending him knpw whether* they were gentle# 
to America, m* whether she could men or no.- One of; them* t eld me* , 
not claim the protection of the “ It was po use to trouble :the 
magistrate. Board i” and on telling them thafc> \ 

Mr ; RawMmm thought it a I had* come there by;Mr. Rawlin- 
most extraordinary proceeding, son’s advice, they, told me that. ; r 
and- said he was aware that the Mr.* Rawknson had nothing todoi ^ 
subject of sending destitute child- with it. > 

ren to* Canada was at present Mr. Rawlinson Smiled; and 
under the consideration cf a com- asked whether she wast told that d 
mittee of the House of Commons, he had “ nothing to do withit " { 
but they not having yet decided . in the. presence , of' the Board l 
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Applicant said she was. 

Mr. Rdvilinson.—A can only 
say again that they will not be 
justified in sending your brother 
to Canada: the propriety of such 
proceeding is now under consider- 
ation, and it would be premature 
to send children there yet. 

Applicant. — *1, think they are 
determined on sending hith, and 
I should wish to be satisfied on 
the subject. He should not go if 
I could take him out of the work- 
house. * • 

Mr. Raidinson —It will be im- 
possible for the parish to send him 
to-morrow, unless at their own 
risk. He took down her name 
and the address of the Rev. Mr. 
Gage, and made a promise to in- 
quire about the matter himself at 
the workhpusef and would convey 
to her by letter the result of his 
inquiries, again assuring her that 
her brother could not be sent out 
of the country by the parish until 
the committee of the House of 
Commons had decided. 

Blackburn, April 24. 

Since Wednesday last various 
reports have been circulated in 
the town, to the effect that on this 
dky the people of the surrounding 
townships meditated a general 
attack ori the various power-loom 
factories in this ~town and neigh- 
bourhood, but few, if any, gave 
credence to them. 

On Saturday morning intelli- 
gence was receiyed that His Ma- 
jesty had sent a donation of one 
thousand pounds, to be applied in 
aid of the fund* for the relief of 
the distressed cotton weavers, 
which seemed to infuse a general 
feeling of thankfulness into the 
breasts of all the inhabitants, and 
it was expected that this circum- 


stance would have dissipated all 
designs of insubordination, sup- 
posing any to have been enter- 
tained. 

However, about noon, this day, 
accounts were received from Ac- 
crington and that vicinity, that a 
mob, consisting of several thou- 
sand men, had marched, armed 
some with pikes and others’ with 
bludgeons, and a part even with 
fire-arms, into the village, and 
proceeded to . the factory of 
Messrs. Sykes (which it will be 
remembered was the scene of the 
-former outrage). On this intelli- 
gence being received, a party of 
the First Dragoon Guards, sta- 
tioned here, were immediately de- 
spatched; and it appears they 
met the mob proceeding in the 
direction of Blackburn ; but hav- 
ing no one with them- competent 
to give the necessary orders, they . 
were obliged to let them pass. 
On arriving at the place of their 
destination, they found the mob 
had entered the factory, and en- 
tirely destroyed all the power- 
looms, bat had not injured any 
other property. It also appears, 
that they had gone to the power- 
lootn mill of Mr. Burey, at While 
Ash, near Accrington, and had 
there likewise destroyed all the 
looms, and had repeated the same 
at the factory of Messrs. Waira- 
sley, at Rough Hey. 

The mob marched into Black- 
burn about two o’clock this after* 
noon, with their pikes, &c. , on their 
shoulders, and proceeded directly 
to the factory of Messrs. Eccles 
and Co. the principal power-loom 
establishment in the town. The 
people belonging to the factory had 
been at work all the morning, but, 
on the arrival of the above intel- 
ligence, had left their employment. 
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andthedoorswerefastened. When so limited that the soldiers could 
the piob arriled, they forced the scarcely act, and after several at- 
door, and a great number of them tempts to defend the place, (hey - 
went in, and proceeded to destroy were at last overpowered, and a . 
all the looms, and cast part of the portion of the mob entered the fac- 
work through the windows Mean- tory, and demolished the looms. ? 
while, the remainder of the .milk Shots were exchanged between 
tary were mustered, and went to the soldiers and the mob, and we; 
the spot, accompanied by a Ma- hear that one or more of the for- 
gistrate, who read the Riot Act. raer have received serious injuries. 
The soldiers then rode into the and the latter also did not escape, 
yard, where part of the mob were indeed one person’s life is cdnsi- , 
with pikes in their hands, and sue- dered in great danger. The sol- ; 
ceeded in seizing a considerable diers, however, succeeded in 
number of the pikes, and took taking some of the ringleaders 
three men prisoners. A part of prisoners, and this evening they 
the mob began to pelt the soldiers were, together with the three taken 
and the Magistrates with stoues, as before mentioned, examined 
on which, the soldiers fired their before the Magistrate, and have 
carbines, which, however, were just been conveyed to the House 
only loaded with blank. cartridges, of Correction at Preston, escorted 
That part of the rtjob, who had by a party of soldiers, the mob 
entered the factory, finding their having held out an intimation that 
escape impossible by the doors, they would rescue them. > 

forced4he back windows next the . The town has, as may be ima- 
ground open, and by that means, gined, been, and still continues, in 
gei entirely away. About three the most feverish stale of alarm ; 
o’clock the party of soldiers, who the Riot Act has been read in ■ 
had been despatched to Accrington, various places, and parlies of the 
returned (all being quiet there military are now patroling the 
when, they arrived)} and pro- streets, in which there are a great 
ceeded up to Griinshaw Park, multitude of people, who, how- 
rtqar this town, where there is ano- ever, do not manifest any feeling * 
th^r powe^loom establishment,' beyond that of curiosity. The 
an.d for which fears were enter- men who were all conductors of 
tained, though no attempt bad, up the attack on the factories were 
to. .that period, been made. A all from the neighbouring villages, 
crowd, however, gradually col- and a considerable part have re- 
jected around the placd, which is turned home. 
siUiate close to the canal banks, The damage done cannbt yet of 
and aboutfive o’clock the men who course be ascertained, though I 
had escaped from Messrs. Eccles think it cannot altogether be less 
and Co.’s factory, as above-men- than 7 or 8,0001. No damage 
tioned, joined them, and began to has been done to the spinning 
pelt the soldiers with stones, and part of any of the factories* nor 
then made a regular attack upon even to the windows, the sole ob- 
them, armed with pikes. The ject of attack being the power- 
ground on which the soldiers were, looms. The shops have -been . 
lays yery much exposed, and is closed during the whole afternoon* 
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and business entirely- suspended. 
No disposition to commit any out- 
rage tfpon any other property has 
been manifested. 

-Halt-past 9. — The streets are 
clearing fast. 

•Pi- S. 10 o’clock. — I have open- 
ed-the letter to say I have just 
received information that two per- 
sons were shot at Grirnshaw'Park, 
one of whom is just dead— the 
other is considered in great dan- 
ger. • 


the times in which weliVe,*is'B©t' ,r 
caused by any visitation of Pi<o- 
vidence,- bu* arises solely from 
that unjust and' avaricious dispo- 
sition , which has placed the poor - 
of this land under 'the cruel- ope* 
ration of the Corn-Laws. 

.ResoZoedj-That it is our bo unden 
duty to persevere in our exertions 
until those- laws are repealed 5 
and that as the rich would not ert** - 
dure, a tax upon property, the 
poor ought not to endure a tax " 


f TO MR. COBBETT. 

Antelope Inn, Leicester, 

' April 13, 1826. 

Silt, — I am, directed by the dif- 
ferent trades in Leicester, tosend 
you the annexed copy of their Re- 
solutions and Address to the 
Landlords 5 hoping it; will- excite 
yoUr -attention* -and ' direct those 
talents which have been on many 
occasions - so advantageously em- 
ployed, to a subject in 1 which the 
comfort of- the poor of- this land is 
so *• deeply involved. Misery, to 
^awextent hitherto unknown, still 
prevails amongst us^ and - ap- 
pears? to- increase every - hour, 
without any prospect of the wide- 
spreading calamity being arrested 
in its progress; The middle classes 
are fast hastening into \ the vortex 
of 'pauperism. 

I am, Sir, 

Your most obedient Servant, 

. Tuo&as Noon, Chairman. 
TPbi . Co bbet t, Esq , 

Corn Laws.. 

At a meeting, of. Deputies from 
the’ different Trades in-Leiees - « 
ter s held at ike Antelope Inn, 
Maixli 29, 1826, the following 
Resolutions were unanimously 
. agreedio;—- ' 

Resolved , hat the misery, of j 


Resolved,-— That the tax upon* 
bread is the most odious of kll- 
taxes ; that it is not necessary to, 
nor db Government derived any" 
support from it; that they have* 
ample means without a tax upon 
bread ; that ; it is a tax upon J the' 
poor to add to the immense weafffi 
of the landed proprietors, an d 
therefore cannpt be equalled 4 by 
any other act of injustice. 

Resolved j — That the ‘electors of 
the United Kingdom be requested 
to try every person who may bie-^ 
come a candidate to represent- 
them in Parliament;' at the ensu- 
ing election, by his conduct andr 
opinions respecting * the Com* 
Lawsi and to suffer no person who 
votes for those laws, to come into 
Parliament; without the most' de*' 
termined opposition; s 

Resolved , — That this country v 
does mot produce a sufficient sup* 
ply of the necessaries of life, to 
enable its inhabitants to live in 
comfort; wbich is, of itself; a 
sufficient reason why the* Corn* 
Laws should be repealed. 

Resolved, — That the following 1 
Address be -sent to those landed 5 
proprietors who support the Cbrn* 
Laws. - • 

Resolved , — That the thanks*of 5 
this Meeting-be given* to Lord " 
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Kffig, ffc^hfe* able? and slrenubus fpfurel, and have thousands to sparer , 

1 exertions, inthebHouseof Lords, tenaciously adhering to, and ^up»*. 
tombtam the repeal of the Corn- porting laws, which deprive 'the* v 
Law&> poor of employment, and T take < 

•Resolved^ That these Resoiu- from him his morsel of bread:— Is ^ . 
tiofisand the Address, be inserted there indeed another world ? — * 
in ihe Leicester^ Nottingham, and Are these lords of the soil- indeed’* * 
Coventry^ Newspapers ; and that mortal ? and will they be stripped 
each county be requested to adver- of all their grandeur, and rot j 
tise them inlbeir adjoining coun- like the meanest wretch; in the* 
ties, rill they shall vibrate through silent and dreary tomb Atad * 
all. parts, of* the land, *—be heard will they rise again with bo ce- - 
on the mountains of Wales, and vering to hide them lrom the hi* 
be re-echoed by the highlands of serutable eye of an impartial r 
Scotland. Judge? Sitrely it cannot oe, at 

' r , , , ' i Jea&t y° u that support the corn* - 

To the landed Proprietors who C£m believe none of there 

support the Com Laws. things. O ! ve great— ve- noble 
Gentlemen, —ye proprietors' of the earth— i* t 

Qf all the vices which affect there no compassion left in yonr < 
human nature, that of avarice is bosoms ? Surely the number of i 
the most baneful to the general human victims who have been im* 
happiness of mankind. When molated at the shrine of the com- * 
once this cruel disposition takes law«;ought to>softenthemost ob- 
possession of the mind, the happi- cl urate heart, and satisfy the 
ness of every one within its grasp most unbounded appetite for ' 
must be sacrificed to satisfy its in- riehes-! Must-' the poor still pvne 
satiable thbst for riches. Every year after year, and linger oat their'* 
thing is perverted and viewed contracted 1 span, imder the most ? 
through a false medium, and the cruel sufferings? Perhaps your 
most glaring paradoxes; and so- heart is still- hardened, but though * 
pfcjistical arguments are deemed you' should continue to oppress, 
sound reasoning. It shows no them 400 years, the Almighty will i 
. mercy, and whatever it can obtain as surely avenge their cause as. he 
is eagerly seized and firmly re- punished Pharaoh in the red sea. 
tained. It is to this disposition Be wise then, and refrain ia * 
that we' must attribute those cruel time— relinquish your iron grasp, 
laws, which prevent the poor ob- and let the poor live-: fight notf * 
tainiug a sufficiency of the neces- against* the Almighty; but let the 
saries of life. Hbw lamentable poor enjoy his bounty; Think .; 
it is to . see many of the .great and you not that you are; fighting ' 
noble of this land, whose posses- against Heaven, and that yornmust > 
siohs are immense— whose every fall in the unequal contest } Your * 
want can be satisfied — whose pervert His gifts* — you stand* be* 
tables can be supplied with every tween His blessing and the poor, 
dainty — whose palaces can be and'say, that they shall not taste 
furnished, with the most splendid His bounty — they shall eat none of * 
furniture, and whose persons can the produce of your soil, unless 
be adorned ; with the richest ap- you can obtain, an extravagant* 
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price for it. How daring — how 
impious thus to treat the Almighty ! 
He is indeed merciful, or He 
would strike you to the earth with 
His' thunderbolts ! Is there such 
a religion as Christianity ! you do 
not, you cannot believe it. If you 
do, is this “ loving thy neighbour 
as thyself!” Would you not, if 
you did believe it, be content to 
sell him the produce of your fields 
as cheap as he can purchase it of 
foreigners aud strangers ! Would 
you, when he is starvingsay, You 
shall not purchase corn anywhere 
else, until I have exacted 80s. per 
quarter for mine! Do you not 
possess the soil ! Do you suffer 
the poor to trespass upon it with 
impunity! Do you not cultivate 
it, or Withhold cultivating it as 
you please, and either sell, or not 
„sell the produce, or send it where 
you please ! How cruel then- 
how inhuman, to say to the poor 
man, who toils early and late, des- 
titute of the comforts of life— his 
cfyddren crying and starving for 
bread— himself worn out with 
hard labour and hopeless grief; 
who, though he enriches his coun- 
try by Jus exhaustion, has only to 
look forward j when unable to la- 
bour, to being shut up in a work- 
house-prison, or to receive a mi- 
serable pittance from a taunting 
and unfeeling workhouse master, 
or overseer, — -You shall not pur- 
chase the corn of other coun- 
tries, except at that extra- 
vagant price. And is it not 
equally cruel to sav to the poor 
man destitute of employ. You 
shall sweep the streets barefoot 
and naked for six- pence a-day — 
you shall endure Cold and hunger, 
for I will not permit you to ex- 
change your labour for the corn 
of other countries, until I have 
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exacted 80s. per quarter for 
mine ! ! ! O, Africa ! ttiy sons are 
indeed treated with cruelty and 
inhumanity by strangers, but Eng- 
lishmen treat their own country- 
men with cruelty and inhumanity, 
though they profess to be bound 
together by the sacred ties of the 
Christian religion ! • • - 

Signed, 

On behalf of the Meeting, 
Thomas Clarke, 

. * Chairman. 


THE BLUE AND BUFF. 

That is, that which formerly 
was the universally-dreaded Eng- 
lish Navy; that which we have 
sung till we have been hoarse with 
singing ; that which we have toast- 
ed in oceans of wine. But, alas! 
it was the Navy which our fore- 
fathers left us that we have toasted 
and boasted ; and what we are 
going to leave our children in the 
shape of Navy may be guessed at 
by the .woeful exploits of that 
Navy in the late war with Jona- 
than ; and, in the thrCe articles be- 
low, which 1 take from the Morn- 
ing Herald of the 1 1th, 15th, and 
20th of April, those exploits are 
amply accounted for. And thus 
it is no longer a “ Navy it is no 
longer the “ Wooden Walls ;” but 
simply the upstart, grovelling, in- 
solent, expensive at home,, and 
beaten abroad. Blue and Buff , 

Morning Herald, April 11th. 

The Navy has always been consi-. 
dered as the peculiar and appropriate 
bulwark of Great Britain, its efforts 
have saved her empire more than 
orice, and on its energies her salva- 
tion may ultimately depend. It can- 
not be denied that the services of 
this great and national power have 
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rteen of late year? rather overlooked ; 
yet, from the overthrow of the Spa- 
nish Armada down to the last tri- 
umphs of Trafalgar, England, in 
every crisis of more than ordinary 
-danger, has placed her last hope of 
security in her seamen, and has not 
been disappointed; But while it is 
at all thought necessary to maintain 
her naval force, it is of the first im- 
portance that it should be properly 
governed. Improvements in naval 
architecture . mey avail us little, if 
the skill and heroism that ought to 
animate the services receive no ade- 
quate encouragement; and how can 
skill and heroism-be promoted, if a 
vicious system of patronage bestows 
the rewards of the veteran warrior on 
those^ who can only boast of their 
connexions and their inexperience? 
Is not the system of promotion in the 
navy, at present, of such a nature as. 
to repress all generous ambition, all 
manly rivalry, by showing that nei- 
ther superiority of talent, nor de^ 
votedness of conduct, nor length of 
service, can outweigh the sordid cal- 
culations of favoritism? It is of 
great consideration that the actual 
state of the navy, in this respect, 
should be laid before the public; and 
Mr. Hume, in. moving for such re- 
turns as exemplify it, has done a 
great service to the country. We 
reel it our duty to assist the laudable 
object which he has in view, by di- 
recting the public attention to the 
subjoined list, which is extracted 
from the “ Returns of Naval Pro- 
motions” for tlie last year. It con- 
tains the names of Lieutenants pro- 
moted to be Commanders during that 
year; and, .by the comparison of the 
dates of their commission, a most 
disgraceful inequality will be observ- 
able. It will be found, that those 
officers, who have been long taught 
to know that “ sickness of the heart 
which arises from hope deferred,” 

. are men without those family con- 
nexions or Parliamentary influence 
which supersede merit, while those 
whose honour? h^ye been of rapid 
growth were not compelled to gather 


them among the dangers of , the 
ocean. Of the latter class, we refer 
the reader to the name of Russell. 
Henry Manners — a name known to 
one of the most fortunate branches 
of our aristocracy. It will be seen 
that bis commission is dated in 
October 1822. What service has 
this gentleman seen — what achieve- 
ments has he performed, to earn so 
soon the grateful acknowledgment 
of his country ? The answer will be 
found by a reference to the Herald's 
College or the Court Guide. Contrast 
with him the case of John Allison, 
whose commission bears date in 
December 179 1. Here are thirty- 
orie years of probation, while Mr. 
Manners w*as only doomed to the sad 
solicitude of three ! Again, we see 
George Janies Hope Johnstone , with 
a seniority so old as 1821, and John 
Mundell, who became Lieutenant in 
1801, having waited just twenty 
years longer than the other for the 
rank of Commander ! Again, there" 
sire' John Land Wynn , Thomas Baring 
Bond, George Bdck, and Henry 
Layman, the two former of whom 
became Lieutenants in 1820, and the 
two laRer in 1821. But names 
“ more, kpo.wo to fame” are William 
Pitt Canning , Henry Byam Martin , 
and Lord William Paget, the fortu- 
nate possessors of which names hav- 
ing received their commissions in 
1823, w f ere, in the second year of 
their Lieutenancy, made Command- 
ers! What a pit^ that they had 
not some opportunity of signalizing 
themselves during that period, that 
the world might not consider them 
as fresh and unaccustomed to the 
use of the “ vile guns” as Hotspur's 
gentle friend. Far different was the 
probation of theless favoured names 
of Josias Bray and John Pearse, 
whose commissions are dated 1800, 
—of Daniel Weld, who was made 
the year before, and of Thomas Couh 
per Sherwin, who, having become -a 
Lieutenant in 1796, or thirty years 
ago, was raised to the rank of Com- 
Tnander along w\th other two- 
year old Lieutenants! Here is a 
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«ystem that leaves one Lieutenant British flag in the iasfewar ! It wafc 
^to bear the storms and battles of a not customary; beforethafctime^for 
touarter of a century before lie is British tars to talk of the' relative 
'tiLade Commander, and does not al- proportions of .an enemy’s' frigate as 
flow another to carry a commission a good reason why it should capture 
ttwo years y and that in the “ weak, one of our’s. But,: if the present 
-rpitiing time of peace,” when the ser- plan of promotion be acted on for 
vice is rendered sweet and kindly for many -years to come, we may again 
him. by promotion. Such is the sys- have to And arguments to reconcile 
item of patronage, and such are its us to our naval losses, .while the offi- 
rfruitsl : Who that reflects on the cers of a rival nation that rise by 
oconsequenees of such an administra- merit, mayv to our cost, have to in- 
Ltion of-naval affairs as this, can won- struct our stripplings of “ rank and t 
der at the triumphs which American family” in thodisoipline of war. 

.skill .and valour gained over the 


Return of the Number of LIEUTENANTS promoted to be COMMANDERS 
in the Royal Navy, between the 1st January 1825 ami 1st January .1826*,; 
stating, the Name of each Person so promoted, and the date of the Com- 
mission each Officer held at the timq of his Promotion ; distinguishing the 
Promotions in the Navy on Foreign Stations, stating the Name and Rank 

of all those so promoted. 

Name. Seniority as Lieutenant. 

William Ncvill 12 December ....' 1816 

William Pitt Canning 19 February ... . 1823 

Charles Wemyss. . 30 April 1818 

* Samuel Thornton * • • 21 May . 1819 : 

Henry -Byam Martin. 20 March ...» ........ 1823 • 

Lord W iiliam Paget 8 A^pril ... .......... 1823 

Henry Shovell Marsham. ....... 30 June 1813 , 

John King . . 8 March- ’. ... 1815 

Charles Colville Frankland 26 March 1819 

, Thomas- Hastings ~ 17-Jauuary 1810 

John Cawley , ........ Jo August 1800 - 

Thotoas Cowper Sherwin. . - • . 22 July.... 1796 

DaujelWeld -r. ......... * . . 10 September ........ 1799 

Josias Bray 1 November... 1800 

JobnPearse . . 29 September ........ 1800 

George Spencer Richards ...... 7 May . ............ 1804 - 

William Snuggs Gammon .. .... 5:April 1805 

John Eagar 10 October 1805 

John Chafin Morris .22 September . . . ....1807 

George Edward Marshall. . * 22 September 1807 

•Thomas Phipps. 11 December ........ T807 

Henry Slade 12 November i... .... 1808 

William Sanders 7 January ........ .-. 1809 

James M* Donald 25 March 1809 

John Cririe .2 November 1809 

Francis Or m<?nd 3 ! December 18-10 „ 

Augustus Champion De Crespigny ) November ........ 18 1 1 

Augustus Donaldson ............ 20 November 1812 

Joseph Cliitty Jellicoe 11 6ctoh,er 1814 

Richard Beaumont 13 October 1819 


Henry Layton 

Hugh Clapperton . . ...... 

John Milligan Laws 

Alexander Tait .\ 

♦William Burdett Dobson 
Augustus Henry Kellett . 
George Mitchener 


^2 November . . . . . . 

1821 

20 March' ........ 

.. 1815 

11 November ...... 

..' 1818 

1 June 4 .... . ... . 

..1814 

3 January .... , . . . 

.. 1314 

14 February..*.*/.. 

.. 1815 . 

.. 1806 J 

5 July 
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martin..., 19 March.. 1807 

WieL.i.SS 0 "” ?7 December ........ 1808 


'Michael'Dickson... " *7 Becember .£2 

SttS::;: -:;:;;:;::: S 

'“Sf”:::::!:, >jg 

Cockerell. . ... 20 January ...I...... 1818 

William s° n "j '••••■•• 17 December 1794 

CMea Croker.. 17 December I8I4 

Joseph Maynard 4 March 1815 

Ek,K ! * st*-** “S 

Edward Blanckley i..*;; a f ebraarv' " ■ I t 

J i a w ! H ° pe Johnst °ne 3 October^...";.; ;:: 1821 

■‘gg&Zr- 3 November X 

Total.. . ...;.;;5g‘-- I January 1821 


•moted IbDeatbor'coart Martia^vto* 81 ^ ^ P re ^ xei J to their names, were pro- 
^oart Martial vacancies on Foreign Stations. Total . . 3 . 

"Morning Herald, April 15th, and honourable services wilt be con- 

The • state of our Naw drm.mi t,nU c ally becoming less, while the 
inquiry We h-ivo „i preferments that are the result 6f 

why S-povernn^trein?^ ^ ,an ! ily or P^cal influence^ 

C ° pl,anCy and me an artifices/Wtll 
on vague reporf or /chcd on sf/T InCrease: V T hat wi » be theionse- 
ments that mbht be toMteTm T™? t0 ‘ he ‘ ,ati ° n ? Her Navy, 
!partyfictioaorpfp, 1 larexa3eralh t l th ° ho P e - the P«»M 

■wehavetaken oifr evident on th"s awlT^H su^hT^PV^ 11 T" lder 
subject from the Government itself l 8e J ec . tlon °f s«pe- 

The documents furnished to the ° f °® cers be made in a time of 
House of Commons bv the Adm^, aS are "ot fit to be intrusted 

rally Office, have afforded iW^t, W |, h , Com T and ,n the hour of danger, 
on which our areumems are ^ what is there to sustain the suprel 
ported. The vicb?u S system of ?T y °! the Bnt . sh «agin the un- 
tronage, which now u»?t to L f P a ' for .t»nate event of a war? If pr0 .- 
and emolument i V It* 1 GS r hon 0 urs motions are made without reference 
relatives or de eSts o'f m^Mb' t0 h ta ‘ ent ’ SkiU ’ °I *?#* ° f ^ 

suibes, and leaves exoerienleri aid’ w ' here are we t0 find the intelligence 
meritorious officers wE,» l d 2 nd her0Ism that should conduct our • 
terest at CouTto knilh Tn nh^‘ fle ? st0 VIC,ory ? ' The b ™ery of our 
"ty, cannot be contmued w^hont ™ l T T y £ ot pensh ' but with out 
ruin to the public i f S ood and efficient officers, what is 
mischievous a P princinTeT not ahf° $"* tot,,rn thatbravery to account? 
hshed^it niust extenffiicoic ?V a b°" d le masses of a fleet or army may, 
of power, when tolerated in anv^rl? h S t° t . act |'r s > be re g aI "ded as machines; 
gree, eventually crow / de ” ,’ ut ’ ln tbe battle, the troops who 

The corrtmt j 4y ,8row . into excess, have not confidence in those who 

length, thegen^aTpracticr^hus ®° ramandare b »t half armed against 
the number of nrnmnri^ f , enemy— and, m most instances, 

oi promotions for long they teel as men devoted to destrucl 
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tion. Now we say that appointments 
arising, not from merit, but patron- 
age, are, iii ' nine cases out of ten, 
appointments that, so far from giv- 
ing confidence to men, inspire their 
contempt. . Such, vigour and in vin- 
cible hardihood as J 3lake or Nelson 
infused into our fleets, could not be 
created by any number of the pam- 
pered things that favouritism loves 
to promote. This heroism, which 
no enemy can destroy, may be anni- 
hilated by the evil genius o( corrupt 
patronage, that fosters the worthless 
and incapable, at the expense of ge- 
nerous and. manly ambition. Since 
the appearance, of. our former re- 
marks on , this subject, a corres- 
pondent, with great reason, says — 
“If the aristocratical interest does 
hot prevail over merit in the Naval 
service, how is it that almost the 
'•whole of the ships on the South 
American apd other profitable sta- 
tions, are commanded by Lords, llo- 
nourables, and Baronets ; not one of 
whom hats ever seen a shot*fired as a 
Captain ? Look at the list. Is it 
justice that the oldest Colonel for pro- 
motion, Sir R. C. Hill, should be 
hut seven years standing, whilst the 
' oldest Captain in the Navy for pro- 
. motion is of twenty-four years stand- 
ing V’ And ^igairt he asks— “ What 
services have the numerous Dun- 
dases and Hopes rendered to their 
country, to entitle them to the rapid 
advancement they have all . experi- 
enced, as may be seen by a reference 
.to the Navy List, where their names 
. will be found by dozens?” Thus is 
promotion in the Navy becoming as 
foul and negotiable as the repre- 
sentation of a close borough ! VVe 
have already given instances of dis* 
graceful inequality, in the list of pro- 


motions for the last year, of Lieu- 
tenants to the rank 6f Commanders. 
We will now point out a few exam- 
ple^ of a similar nature from the list 
of Commanders raised to the* rank 
of Captains, which we subjoin. We 
there see Henry Dundas, who was 
made a Commander in 1823, ’obtain- 
ing the rank of Captain in 1825, 
while near his name stands that of 
Christopher Nixon, who, having been 
a Commander in 1809, remained 
without further advancement to the 
same year, 1825. So that Mr. Nixon, 
not having any .borough or /Minis- 
terial connexion, waited sixteen 
years for that preferment which the 
magic name of Dundas achieved for 
its possessor in less tharf two years ! 
Again, we sec the name of. Charles 
Philip Yorke, the owner of which 
was, in the third year of his Com- 
mandership, made a Post Captain, 
while Daniel Barber, Heniy Jane, 
and Edmund Denman , waited fifteen 
years for the same preferment. 
Again, John' George Graham and 
Alexander Thomas Emeric Vidal, be- 
came Commanders in 1823, Charles 
Bowen, George Robert Lambert, 
George Russell and Henry Parkyns 
Hoppner in 1822-—the former two 
were made Captains in the second 
year of their Coinmahdership, and 
the latter m their third, while Charles 
Mitchell, John Shekel, and George 
Augustus Hire did not receive the 
same rank until they were Com- 
manders fourteen years. Facts like 
these speak volumes— we will not 
comment farther on them at present, 
but submit them to the attentive aha 
dispassionate perusal of all who feel 
for the honour and interests hi 
England. . . 


Return of the Number of COMMANDERS promoted to the Renk of CAP- 
TAIN in the Royal Navy, between the 1st January 1825 and 1st January 
1826 ; stating the Name of each Person so promoted, and the date ot t& e 
Commission each Officer held at the time of his Promotion. 

Name. Seniority as Commander. 

Percy G^ace 15 June 1814 

Henry Dundas 16 May 182? 

William Hotham 15 June 1814 

Charles Mitchell ........ i ... * . 24 May , ,7 • 181 1 
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N am e. Senrority as Comhrander.^ ' 

Honourable Montagu Stopford . . 29 January 1822 

Christopher Nixon ....11 April ............ 1809 

. Edmund Denman M February......;... 1810 

Daniel Barber i 2 May ... ........ ^ 1810 

HenryJane lOMay 18J0 

John Skekel 23 June loll 


George Augustus Hire. . . . 
Charles Montagu Walker 

John Stoddart 

George Ourry Lemprierc. . 


Thomas Barker Devon ........ 4 May 


1 August 181jL 

1 February.; ...... . . 1812 

3 July. . ......... . 1812 

30 January .... .... .. 1813 


Charles Philip Yorke 18May... 1822 

Henry Ducie Chads 28 May 1813 

^Frederick Marryatt .......... 13 June ,....1815 

Thomas Warraud 27 July J812 

. John Gore (B.) 10 October ■..•.WM 

Charles Bowen 19 July |822 

George Robert Lambert 19 January 1822 

Thomas Smith 15 June 1814 

George Gosling 24 April ............ 1815 

John George Graham .......... 16 June 1823 

George Russell 7 September ........ 1Q22 

Alex.Thos. Emeric Vidal ...... 15 May 1823 

John Leith 13 June.. 1815 

, Henry Parkyns Hoppner . ....... 25 J auuary 1 822 

Total. ........... 29 

* Captain Frederick Marryatt is the only one of these Officers promoted i 
a Death or Court Martial vacancy on a Foreign Station. 


Morning Herald, April 20th. It is this system of promotion that 
' .is calculated to repress the heroism. 

It is*)now some time since Van and humble the grandeur of the 
Tromp, the Dutch Admiral, hoisted British Navy, and be more effective 
a broom at the mast-head, to signify in sweeping our supremacy from the 
that he would sweep the English ocean than the broom of V an Tromp. 
fleet from the ocean. He was not The meritorious officer, who, after 
as good as his word, though his in- great exertions and long service, sees 
tention was very sincere. There some fortunate stripling who has not 
were' some obstacles in the way of yet acquired the rudiments of war 
the accomplishment of his threat, placed in command over him, cannot 
which his courage and perseverance be expected to pursdd the career of 
were unable to overcome. The har- toil and danger with a heart full of 
dihood of our sailors — the fearless devotion to nis country. Conscious 
spirit, and gallant emulation of ouir that his services have been held irk 
naval commanders, retorted so un- no estimation, and that he is under 
pleasantly on the coarse joke^of the the orders of those whom he ought 
< Dutchman, that he soon relapsed t> instruct, his spirit must droop, and 
into the gravity of his race, and his confidence in the prowess of his 
never indulged in the “ merry vein 7 ’ commanders cease to inspire the as- 
aeain. There is a way, however, of surance of victory. Besides/ those 
effecting what Van Tromp x or no who are raised without merit, do in 
other enemy could achieve, and that their turn exercise a vicious patrdn- 
is' to be done iij course of time, by a<*e with regard to those below them* 
such a system of promotion as the They do not like the talents and the 
Naval returns recently laid before knowledge which are a reproach to 
the House of Commons disclose, their own ignorance or incapacity. 
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They are ^ffWodfe^rae^thedietaest 
manliiiessiof* tbose-who cultivate the 
^nuirie qualities of- the- British* tar.- 
ThCsthraJ frank- disposition of such 
men is!: very apt to shbtk the delrcate’ 
constitutions of the c Captain Whiles’ j 
of the rday, whose 'honours flowered ' 
in the <hob- bed of Admiralty patron- 
age. Hence the, oily, words of the 
flatterer arid .theartiflces of those* who 
study ihtrigue more>than honourable 
deeds, -make the way -straight to 'pre- 
ferment. The example becomes con- 
tagious till that gallant spirit that- 
covered bur fleet wrdr trophies; moul- 
ders away, 'and* some more hardy 
enemy^at. length a'riSCs to wrest from’ 
our enervated mariners the dominion 
of the ocean. That day we would wish , 
Jo hope wtfar distant, but itiseertain. 
it mustcotlie,or the present system of 
promotion in the Navy be thoroughly 
reformed. Let us not forget how, in 
the last 'War; the despised frigates of 
America— those “ fir vessels with bits 
of Striped burning^ as an applauded- 
orator in the: House ot Commons 
called them, endangered our naval 
reputation.. And what reformation 
has been adopted since<?-*~Mame it 
not in Gath l-r-why the naval costume 
was ordered tp be changed ! Instead 
pfi the old. lihie apd’ buff, in which 
Blake^ : and JJod,My ri and Jervis, and 
JJuncaiii &nQ TJowe,, and Nelson , 
gained v thaf succession of battles 
which might ber said to have chained 
.victory loathe'., British Standard^ it 
was, resolved that the Spanish dres£ 
~that. uniform of which our brave 
•seajineh fP t pften> seen the rear, 

should be, adqhtjed r In .that uniform 
’our Naval Officers jwould haye looked 
as gay, and, perhaps* a$. ridiculous as 
Ihe carpenter bird of 'Java, with red 
thighs and breast, and blue Jegs and 
back. The . h ngentcel . sarcasms^ 
howeyer, which the first intimation of 
.this improvement, in. dress 

produced, causecl the design, to be 

abandbried,!aud‘ the. reform was 1L 

Vnited to . adding , the magic! of gold 
lace to the.blpecoaisf in place of the 
original apd antiquated, buff. Whe- 
ther this chan ge wijf produce great 


m 

and glorious mu>te id the event of 
ahothef wur wkH tWe Amerkkns, is 
yet to be determined. There-ihay be 
■ much • virtue- in* gold lace-, bht our 
lars haveyettofihd itopt:— ife have 
already made some remarks -Upon the 
lists offLieuten^ts promotecfyto the 
rank of Commanders* and of> Com- 
manders. promoted to the rank of 
Captains?*; we will now refer;to the 
list of Midshipmen raised -to the 
rank of Lieutenants ’in thfc laSt year, 
and -advert to a ' few * Of 'tfce j names, 
and their relative times of'^eryice, as 
they appear in the list which we 
stilpolfii * It wiH there be se^n that 
Richard. r Napper, David Steef, and 
William Waller OJce errteredthe ser- 
vice. ip 180.8, arid remained Midship- 
men until ♦ 1835, when-. William 
. Broughton , Thomas R.’ T> Ttitimpson, 
Hem^ Lister Muwe, ThbmasPoumall 
Pellew Harrow (“ L like,”*ays Dr. 
Prmirose^Ho-givethe whole'Datne*’), 
Charles Hotham f John 1 Alexander 
Dmize% the Hon.: John Frederick 
. Fitzgerald De Ros, audJEvllctt Pen - 
nell , were madb Lieutenants, who 
hadnot entered the servacexui till 8*8, 
or ten years after the former Officers! 
Some^f tbeaiame&of thedattffl* gen- 
tlemen are known as beingconpected 
with high ; families — that pf' Mr* 
Pennell is, !obspure, but , he has Urfe? 
advantage,' <as we unfle^tapd , • of 
hejng* hy marriage, a nqaf jelative 
of Mr. Crake?, Secretary^to,, the. Ad* 
miralty. Ag^in^^e : see tbakGhyrUs 
R!yth\, J useph\ \VUiiuw Btfawm Georgs 
WhiqkelQ, George 

veral others, who wbre not promoted 
until last year, entered tk e serviceiri» 
18Q7,; also Charles > Gajdsnt Ufa jS'andn j 
ford Miles, < and Henry Joseph i Hillt 
entered the. service, in* 1806^ add 
William Squires , Thomas r Lorey> iti* 
berth, and Robert llobinso®,.* were 
Midshipmen f as. far, back asthefyeas 
1805. Contrast with these; Richard 
Freeman Rowley WiUiamr Welfpsky^ 
and theLIou.^ Frederick JVillhm Grey} 
who did not enter tbe^ service tin til 
1819, and we would he glad to hear 
/what claims they! had beyond {those 
of fortunate, connexion ton entitle 
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them tocatproniotion’irvsix yeaps^ifcir Bradley. ITe.was/a Midshipman ih 
which dthlersewhora we^a\5e men- ■ 1800, and was notmadS aLiedtenant 
tioned were obliged to- wait twenty *nntihi825, in^ which year also .R/c^rd 
years ! * Here is- encouragement to Byrmt was promoted to the; same 
those who, have shed ’ their ’.blood rank, who did r?ot enter the service 
and confronted every danger through until 181 9— or 19 years after the for- 
th® awfol struggles of the last san- mer. Thus Lieu tenant Brudfyy wa$ 
guinary war T We'have never heard , (loomed to a proba|iop; .of 25*years, 
of -those vfixplpits . Of. Lord George .or a quarter qf-a:cenjUiry,.as-a Mid- 
Pavlettif that gave, lijm^a claim ofcr sbipman^during^vhich periodhe must 
preferment in. the. .eighth year of. his have seen 14 years of active ;war-ser- 
service,^ or. what ynade him -more vice, while Lieutenant Byrmt- ex pe- 
distingitished (e.wept- his name; than rienced only 6 years of peaceful ser- 
Dtnms 'Qiudwp.il or * Richard Set fur d, vice altogetirqr,and could never have 
who underwent the probation of Seen a gun fired on board a jjritish 
eighteen years- — seven of which' were Ship bu t on the occasion of a.salute. 
during ( the : period' of a. conflict in Tins system,, or the glory ofour flag, 
which we .fought for our existence as .must cease, ta exist l 
a peopip ] Look, to the case of John 

__ . *;*'*'. • t 

Retu i n r.?/;^ ?*^ 1 ? be £ ' of MH>SIHPM;EN’ prompted tm the Rankupf, UEU- 
TE^NT.iirthe Royal Navy, betweeuJstfJaupary lg25 and 1st January 
1 826 s;. stating the Name of .each person . so promoted, .and-. the date of 
Entry into the Service. . 

Narne^ -Date of* Egtry into the Servi h 

RfchardNapper,,. 1 March;..: ..1808* 

Bavid Steel ... . 51 March . . , ; 18#^ 

William* Walter -Oke .. -2 -April' ........ 

miUpin Cress-Siinmons . v 1>J Deeemher- . . ' . ’ 1807*. 

Sewi’ge Hamilton Smith. . ........ .4 July-.- . . I f&&- 

G^g^Carvington*. . ... 2& T>ece^ber .‘ ?' * 1807 > 

. JCseph.Williani'ihrowuo... .. . . .... . .20 -July*- • • 1807' 

s™ 1 rV ' r *-. v • • • • •••• *•*- • :: : ; ; : ;; mv 

James -Truppo... ........ 31 August 1808* 

Humphrey Jestou..... ............ 8 Juae ........ . . Igor. 

Jmues Howard Tunaer. ........ • 10 -August ’ ' tunfc - 

^Z & uhea '- • 

. ^“‘sTiompsoa....... id J<Hy. . --I8# • 

®to»K&H.i>gstolt.... , -28 April,,,,.....,,. X6S7 1 

Rdbert. Poole, , 4 ..^. - 14 Maw • - left’s 

Willianu -Hewlett.. 10 -Juty! *, -ji*.* ?8o|; 

James HeUFyRiebard WUson 4 June ..;. ,. latV 

Samuel WilUams u June-,..,...... .. J®*?- 

WjllianvGeorge Buchanan. 6 August .. .. . % igj**-' 

<&OiW Percy -Rosenberg... ...... 1 April- 

WmiarnGl^uie....^.. 14 Au trust* ’* * * ‘ * * ^ ‘ * }f \*r 

Rhwel 1 Elliott 16rNovember .... . • . 1815 ? ' ' 

fbomas. Jones. -2dJulv. . n>no' 

JuteBredley,...,,..,...., 18 S ! i ! ] IgSoi ■ 

K*l»rt- James LaogriShu-. 4 -Jaanary . ....... . 1315 . 

William Langford. Cattle -. -1-9 -May jgi-j 

- 30 Si^teuiber;.. ... lfo? 

,W««aiii.Wareei>,.. 34 March- .......... isqo, 

w J; Geo S^ e P ^^ ........ ,-w • 6 -February ...... lgu 

WlHiam.]Jeut«etfley 22'Juue. ! igjl’ 

ThemasHamilioB. . . . .. - 14 July ■ • 1H1U> 
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jName. ' 

George Snell .............. ... * • 

Archibald Meheux ............ 

Richard Cotgrave - • 

Philip Paleston Wynn . :. . . . .... 

Arthur James Douglas ..... . • 

George Edward Western. . . . . . 

Lawlord Miles •••••v.... 

Richard Byron ........... 

Hon. Frederick William Grey. ... 

James, P. O. Ferrall .......... 29 December 

William Broughton 15 March 


Hate of Entry into the Serviced 
14 September. . v . .... 1812 

26 October .. .. .. .... 1811 

30 October.......... 1810 

24 April 1815 

*24 February .. .. .... 1816 

1 May 1817 ' 

4 August .......... 1806 

4 May ....... 1819 

18 January. ..... .... 1816 

“ 1808 
1818 


Thos.Raikes Trigge Thompson. . 19 February ........ 1818 

John Coghian Fitzgerald.. ...... 24 October 1812 

James Small 14 November ... ....... 1809 

Thomas Lorey Roberts. ; 6 February ........ 1805 

Thdmas Ross Sulivan 25' January. ......... 1811 

William Clement Swinfen 3 January. ......... 1810 

Alexander Clotworthy Dawson .. 25 August 1814 

Edward Barnaby Tiniing 6 July 1814 

Frederick Hutton .. . 28 January... . 1813 

Richard Freeman Rowley 4 February ........ 1819 

Robert Robinson ; 30 November. .' 1805 

Graham Hewitt. 22 February ........ 1808 

Alexander Robeson ............ 1 September 1808 

Henry Joseph Hill 8 July 1886 

Charles Muss. .............. .. 1 September........ 1808 

Joseph Proctor 15 April 1808 

Matthew Comb. ......... .... 30 June ........ ..v, 18Q8 

Dennis Glarfwell 1 30 August .......... 1807 

Richard Setford 26 June .... .... .... 1807 

Thomas Brent . . . 7 J une . . .......... 1 808 

George Whicbelo .... .....* k . .. 16 June 1807 

William Wright ......... ...... 12 January. 1808 

Henry Gerard . j . . . ......... ... 28 December ........ 1807 

James Pratt . . .. .» ............ 13 July . * 1808 

Hugh Somerville Burniston .. ... . 1.9 November... 1808. 

James Mullins ...... .... ...... 6 .October. 1811 

John Alexander Duntz 6 August .......... 1818 

Hon. JV Fred. Fitzgerald De Ros .10 March 1818 

Craven John Featherstone ...... x 16 November .... . . . . 1811 

George Leslie . .... . . .... ...... 30 September 1809 

Frederick John Foster. ... ; 24 April .>....< 1812 

Tollett Pennell' ’. . . . 14 February ........ 1818 

Henry Bulk . . ...... 5 December.:....*. 1813 

H enry Saclieveral W ilmot ...... 28 April 1813 

John Oiiebye Bliss . . . t . 30 October 1812 

Thomas Thorpe Fowke ....... . . 22 June 1816 J 

Green Nicholls 2 April 1808 

William Gray (B.) . . 29 April 1808 

George Benjamin Bunbury Isaac 14 August . ... 1812. 

Geprge Lyali 9 December 1813 

. Richard Hammond White 15 September 1813. 

Francis Crockatt 21 July 1808 

Robart Matin. 16 May 1810 

Francis North Clerk. . . . P . ... 20 January 1819 

Croker Barrington . . 16 November ........ 1811 

Thomas Gethy George .... i .... . 6 April 1809 

George Henry Parlby Wight. ... 20 November ........ 1816 

George Goldfinch .............. 26 June 1887 

Alexander Schank White ...... 4 November 1816 
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. Name. ; ? ■' J Dale-of Entry ifato the Serfide. 

Heniy. Lister Mawe. . 11 May 818 

John Henry Jackson 27 Joly , 1808 

.Lewis David...... 3 July ........... 1809 

William Marshall 3 January 1807- 

David Rymer.... 27 September 1810 

William Tomlin Griffiths 28 January 1814 

William Pefidock Cowling ...... 26 March 1812 

Edward- Biffin ......... 3 June 1813 

i" Holland 1 January 1808 

William Woolndge 23 July 1815 

Edward Franklin 26 March 1810 

Thomas Powuoll Pellew Barrow . . 16 October i . . 1818 

William Charles Webber 1 September. ....... 1809 

ZachariahMudge 8 December 1811 

William Ariel t 27 August .......... 1812 

George William Howe Fitzroy. ... 6 March 1817 

William Wellesley 1 August 1819 

Augustus Bolton 29 March 1810 

Henry Alexander Breedon 23 March 1809 

John Sibly . . 16 May 1811 . 

Francis Wall Justice ....... ... . 13 February .. .... 1811 

Jos. Augustus WUUam Hill 10 December 1811 

WiJham Hornby 21 August 1811 

Charles Diraock 22 Mav icno 

w^ esB « olto ? ...... 24 \m 

W. Umm Breedon .-. 23 January 1813 

Walcdm M‘Neale l April 1814 

William Crispin..... 6 July 1813 

Hon Edward Roper Curzon .... 15 November 1815 

5!™. AIU ‘“ 2 October 181T 

ivMi‘ ia “, can M »‘ler 5 November 1811 

William Lyons 20 March . 1810 ^ 

Alexander Bell Lotve 27 February 1809 

William M'Dowall 1 March 1812 

£“°” as *? u Pe 18 August 1809 

M ar ^ e y Adams ........ 16 June 1816 

Charles Julius Seecombe 10 May .... 1815 

WilHmn C| Re6d « April 1815 

. Richard Dowse.. .. .. *;n Julv ihia 

Arthur Kellett . . " i;." .W" 24 ""[i " i”; m? 

Edward 6 Novcmb er J81S 

Fr ° Ioppe ••• •• la February 1811 

John Jeayes » 14 AdHT Jo , i 

John^B M ^ ray •-•••••• •••••• 22 January I! V ; 1813 

toLi' m str0J>p 2 April ••••• 181 °. 


' Mr. COBBETT. of the Gridiron, with your obser- 

» .. , vations on the same, which obser- 

Uoiton-ie-Moor^ \7th April, 1826. vations are just ; as you will be- 
. . , Here, Sir, when we, inform you 
^We ha ve seen- your Address to that we imd no knowledge of that 
ne people of Bolton, on the Feast accursed book which you hare 
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described* ;4£r;wetihfi|d Jiftd Mf { 
knowledge of that circumstance, 
depenq^upbn it* we- should .have 
hissed ihe: person Jfrom the room 
that dared to. give the* heahb of 
such a*mdnater. 

I will; now proceed to give you 
a faithful detail of all the particu- 
lars relative, to this. . feast. First, 
a committee was- formed tb ar- 
range matters. John Hayes, that 
you sol often speak of in the Re- 
gister, was one of this committee ; 
we had* a ' meeting . prior to 'the. 
feast ; ^John Hayes brought for- 
ward a list of the toasts, and sub- 
mitted .them to the committee y a 
discussion ensued . on finding -the 
name of Carlile- connected with 
the toasts. it was asked, Did 
Carlile write in "favour of the 
people, or did He. write on paper 
money? Qnfe.of the, committee- 
answered in the affirmative ; on 
which the toast was revised on the 
spot, for it was connected with too 
much bombast. The committee 
made inquiries the ftext day after 
Carlile’s remarks on the paper- 
money ; bu t ‘ their search was in 
vain, and some of the committee. 
erased 4 the name of Carlile from, 
the list. 

We, met at the time appointed 
to celebrate' the feast* and all 
went on well .for. a considerable . 
time. To give full opportunity to 
all your friends to attend, we left ■ 
every ;one fo his own discretion 
what to spend.. ’ About nine o'clock . 
there came a person into the room, ■ 
bis* name is John Camnieron, 
and he is a Scotchman ; I-wiVs on 
my feet. at the time, showing -the 
utility of your History of the Re- 
formation, together with the good 
if w f as, likely tp produce in the eud 
by driving the monster < of pre- 
judice . from the land, without 
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1 which CathoJic^eatiancipation ne- 
ver- could be obtained. "As soon 
as I -sat down,'ikis same Cam- 
riieron rose -and addressed the 
chair. He commenced with a 
personal attackonme ; he then 
proceeded to ridicule you, and 
went so far as to call you a liar, 
respecting your statement oof the 
Scotch .markets. H&was ^called 
toorder^ but would not obey, so it 
was determined to let him go on : 
he said that the Christians gave 
so. much interruption < that he lost 
his clue, and he sat <dewn dinidst 
loud laughter. 

The, Chairman got through the 
routine, of toasts, a greed to by the 
Committee, and all went on well 
again ; when, to onr great asto- 
nishment; John Hayes rose up 
and gave the health of Richard 
. .Carl i le. . .It was by no means 
• universally drank. To the best 
of our knowledge it was drank by 
six persons, and the gentleman of 
the. Chronicle was in -that number 
iSo-that, you see, the toast did not 
come from the chair, and the fault 
-rests with the Chrojiicle for em- 
bodying this olfensive toast with 
what, came from Me chair; for 
there were other toasts that were 
not inserted, so that the Chronicle 
is worthy of censure. We give 
otir . disapprobation- of this* toast, 
with -our consent that you may 
make it public if you think proper. 

By order of the .Chairman and 
Committee. . . 

JOHN O’BRIEN, 

' Secretary. 
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{From tke M opting Berdhl .of 
.Tkvx&day , . 20//* April.) i 

SECONDARIES OFFICE. 

Wm*?tE6»AY. 

FARLAK V. 'COBBETT. 

Xbjs was -a Writ of .Inquiry, 
executed before the UnderShe- 
riffs*aWbe' office 6f* the Sheriff of 
Middlesex, to'assess the- amount 
of debt due to the plaintiff, the 
defendant having* suffered judg- 
ment to .go by default. 

Mr. Adolphus stated the case 
to the Jury. He stud he was 
afraid Jthatthfc Jury on hearing the 
t names of the parties, arid seeing 
that the defendant was present to 
defend himself in person, would 
forin expectations that were likely 
to be disappointed, as far as he 
(Mr. 'A.) was concerned. Mr. 
Cobbett was known to all the 
•worlds— afrleaBt wbefevertheEng- 1 
jli&h » language was known ; but 
there was nothing of a political 
•character in the 4 transactions be- 
fore them. It was simply an in- 
quiry whether Mr. Farlar ought 
to receive 32/. which he claimed 
<10 fbe due to him, and if not that 
somehow much less. The Charge 
was for goods sold. Such being 
the case, he shoukT •not so far 
forget his duty as to diverge from 
it in’ any degree, for \he purpose 
of extraneous observation, and ir- 
relevant declamation. The plain- 
tiff was the owner of <tbe patent 
for the manufacture of certain 
machines Usually denominated 

Needham's Patent Brewing 
’Machines.” In June 1821, de- 
Teridant called at plaintiff's shop, 
where he saw one of plaintiff’s 
shopmen, named Adams, nnd.ai ter 
slab ogtbat lie had received from 
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r^peetingJthie plainffff'K bretvMi^ 
machine, tteJde&irdd to be^oppHed 
with.aodwfeusbefjnaofeine, whick 
was'shortly ; afterwards » delivered 
and: paid tor. * On the 1st of Am* 
gust iaHowing, defendant publmb* 
edNo. I ofhis workentrtled ik Gob* 
belt’s C off age Economy,” kiwhidi 
he noticed the plaintiff's brewiing 
machine in the most favourable 
terms. Mr. Cobbett deemed it a 
most ffsefubin vention^-there were . 
his own words lcr it. That writer 
desired to > promote brewing, es- 
pecially amongst * the working 
classes, hoping that thereby would 
be superseded the use of ardent 
spirits. The .avowed object, thus 
to- become’ the benefactor of bis 
{fellow-men, reflected credit oit the 
writer ; the object was calculated 
to reflect more real glory than 
victories. As already mentioned, 
soon after tfie purchase. of a small 
machine, Mr. Cobbett commenced 
his ‘‘‘Oottage Economy.” That 
work he had never read’, but h& 
knew those who had, arid he 
deemed it only just to say, that 
they spdke of it in the highest 
terms : he did, not mean to irnpty 
that he would not read such a 
work — in truth, he was like some 
of the birds about the house in 
which they were assembled that 
were “ born arid bred in bottles.” 
His time was wholly occupied 
with’ his professional pursuits r he 
was either in the Courts, at Ses- 
sions, or on Circuit, ' arid coujd 
know nothing of the subjects dis- 
cussed in '^‘Cottage Economy/' 
except what he might hear ironjL 
others. The, first nn rater praised 
the machine, and in a subsequent 
number of it, drawings of the nm^ 
chine 1 were mtroducwl, witliii pro- 
spectus of Us particular merit*; 
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bntall pdidlbr, as they ought to 
Jbe, by the plaintiff, it being to bis 
advantage to have the machine 
well known. After such period 
lifr. Cobbett sent, from time to 
time, to the Brewing Machine Ma- 
nufactory, for various articles, 
* c two more eighteen gallon casks, 
&c ” The account eventually was 
as follows : 

Cobbett Debt- r tq Farlar, 

1821— August 4. Two 18-gallou Bell 

Casks £1 10 0 

1822— March 11. Three 27 ditto, ditto. 3 0 0 

One 18 ditto, ditto. 0 15 0 
12. A four-bu^Jjjel Pa- 
tent Brewing Ma- 
* chine. second- 

hand, No. 905 .. 18 0 0 
' One pair of four- 

bnshel Coolers (11*73) 9 0 0 

£32 5 0 

Somehow or another the plain- 
tiff followed up the delivery of the 
goods with the speedy demand for 
the money ; whether that was right 
or wrong he did not pretend to says 
tut such was the fact, as he was 
instructed. A portion of the goods 
came back with a long letter ; in 
;reality a dissertation on the in- 
utility of the goods previously 
praised and bought. Mr. Farlar 
would not take them in : they were 
aent back to Mr. Cobbett V and 
there they remained to this day. A 
settlement was sought, but in vain, 
and therefore this action was 
brought. He was prepared to 
prove the order by Mr. Cobbett’s 
letter. The first was, after having 
had the one- bushel machine,. — 
Mr. Farlar, 

Mr. Cobbett wants to-morrow two 
more eighteen gal Ion casks ; and he 
wants to speak to Mr. Farlar about 
. the price of the Breicing machines ; be- 
cause several persons have made re- 
presentations to Mr. Cobbett on the 
subject. 

. Kensington , Aug. 3, 1821. - 

. The next order was in this Iet- 
ter : — 


Kensington, March 6, 1822. 

Dear Sir — You will please to send 
me, not to-morrow, but on Sfttvrday, 
the four bushel machine and the 
cooler | (which, I find, I tyant,) and 
also three half hogsheads and bne 
eighteen gallon cash. If you wish 
me. to explain what you were talking 
about, in my last Number of Cottage 
Economy , pray lefr me see you here * 
on Monday or Tuesday next; as the 
last Number will be published the 
latter end of next week; and, you 
will observe, that then the thing will 
be in a volume, and will be for sale 
for years to come,- — I am, your most 
obedient and most humble servant, 

Mr. Farlar. W m. Cobbett. 

This showed that the parties 
were on friendly terms at such time 
(March 6) ; that there\was then 
no complaint of the machine ; but 
on the 21st of that same month, 
Mr. C. had the goods (ordered on 
the 6th) sent back with the follow- 
ing letter : 

Dear Sir, —The bearer will deliver 
you back the four-bushel brewing 
machine; and it is necessary that I 
explain my reasons for returning it. 
My man, who has been used to brew- 
ing home-brewed beer in the coun- 
try, always insisted, that the machine 
made the beer flat , and that the beer 
did hot keep so well as if brewed in 
the old way, with a copper and mash- 
vat. I ascribed this to his prejudice 
and obstinacy. We made a trial in 
August; and, when we tapped* in 
November, if really did appear, that 
the wood had a great superiority over 
the iron. I still thought, however, 
that there must have been some foul 
play ; and had no doubt of the per- 
fectness of the machine, until yester- 
day. But, I myself attended to, and 
assisted in, a , brewing of two casks 
of beer, on the 25th of December, 
one in the wood, and one in the mar 
chine. Malt, hops, yeast, heats, all 
were precisely the same. These two 
c Sisks of beer were tapped yesterday. 
They had been kept in a cellar ot 
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which Mrs.Cobbettkept the key; . I 
had hot the smallest doubt of the 
beer being the same in both. But, 
before we used the new machine, we 
thought it right to see the result of 
the experiment ; and I am, I assure 
you, very surprised to find there is a 
very great difference in the beer of 
the two casks, the one brewed in the 
iron being^aj and carrying no head: 
and the other being brisk, and carry- 
ing a fine foam on ‘it. In addition to 
this, I have to state, thatrwe some 
time ago (two months perhaps) had 
some ale that was very much praised 
by all the ale-drinkers of my family, 
as well as -by others who occasionally 
partook of it; and upon my refer- 
nng to that yesterday, as a proof' of 
the goodness of the machine, it came 
out that a young man, out of Sussex, 
who was in my service at the^ time 
when that was brewed, brewed it in 
the wood . I was from home at the 
ume, and he and his fellow servant 
sat up and carried on their brewing 
the night, so that their mistress 
did not know what they had done, 
until they hacj done it. These facts 
Convince me, that the wood is best 
ior beer that is to be kept any length 
of time ; and, as I am how about 
to brew for the summer, I cannot 
venture on the machine for that pur- 
pose. It certainty does make the 
beer to, and takes from it the keep- 
*ng quality. I am no chemist, and 
can say, nothing at all about the 
cause > any more than I can about the 
cause of beer being so much better out 
or a wooden bottle than it is out of a 
tm canteen; or about porter being 
oetter out of a peWter pot than out of 
a tin pot. The fact is all I know any 
«ung about. The machine is so 
andy & thing, and. does the work ( so 
gmcftfo, compared with the wood, 
matT should keep, /or the making of 
small beer , the machine that you 
uave been so good as to send me ; the 
taste of small beer being of less con- 
sequence^ and it not being intended 
v* keeping ; and, \ shall now use my 
one sometimes for that purpose ; 
ut, the result of the fair experiments 
above mentioned being such as I 
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have described it, and my , duty to 
my readers compelling me to state 
that result through the same'channel 
that conveyed my erroneous expecta- 
tions,! should* deem it very unjust 
to 'retain the present, which you 
have in so handsome a manner, 
made me, and for which I beg you 
to accept of the-- thanks f which are 
due to your obliging intention.— I 
am, dear Sir, your most humble obe- 
dient servant, Wm. Cobbett. 

Kensington, March 21 , 182fc 
Mr..Forlar, * 

Brewing Machine Factory, Piccadilly. 

Here, then, was the plaintiff's 
case. The two first letters showed 
the orders ; and there was nothing 
to warrant the expectation of the 
statement at the conclusion of the 
thij*d letter, that the four-bushel 
machine was sent to Mr. Cobbett 
as a u Present/' and not in com- 
pliance with an order. In statin'? 
the case, he hoped he had done 
no more than his duty ; he had en- 
deavoured strictly to confine him- 
self to it. Perhaps Mr. Cobbett, 
as an honest man, thought he 
was entitled to pursue the course 
he bad done regarding the plain- 
tiff's demand ; but, thank God, 
it Was not Mr. Cobbett's opi- 
nion, nor his (Mr. A. ’s) opinion, nor 
that of other individuals that could 
decide it — the. twelve Gentlemen 
of the Jury must decide between 
the parties. 

Mr. Cobbett admitted the writ- 
ing of the letters, which were then 
formally read by the Under She- 
riff.’ 

Mr. Wetherby examined. — He 
said, in 1821 and 1822 , he was in 
the employ of Mr. Fariar; the 
patent had since been sold. He 
was in the employ of the pur- 
chased. He remembered'the sale 
of the casks, value 30 s. 

Mr. Cobbett, — I admit such pur- 
chase. 

Benjamin Adams said he was 
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In fte^eiarploy ftfMr/Fatlar. y Iri 
t 82 f£ r he rCmerohered the goods 
being seat to Mr. Cobbett,.and the 
return of a machine. It was not 
taken in, but -sent back to Mr; 
Cobbeti, and he had since seen it 
©n Mr. ? C/8 premises. The items, 
casks arid coolers, as per ac- 
count (given in the CoUnsers 
speech)^ were regularly delivered 
and charged. 

Iri cross-examination hy Mr. 
Cobbett,» he said he saw Mr. C. 

the factory ‘ several times with 
Mr. ‘Farlar ; but he had no re- 
collectRWr of* ever having heard 
Mr. F*. saying any thingabout giv- 
ing 4 Mr. C. the ' four-bushel ma- 
chine. lie Was rieaT them while 
they were ; talking, yet heard no- 
thing 6f the kind. * 

•Mr. Oobbett. — L admit, and 
have admitted all along, that T owe 
for the barrels ; but the machine 
was given to me. 

Mr. A do l p rre s asked witness, 
whether Mr. F. had ever been in 
the habit of giving away the ar- 
ticles of his’trade 1 — No. 

Mr. Cobbett then addressed the 
Jury. He said that he 5 had now 
be&n a. housekeeper twenty-four 
years, sometimes in one place, 
Sometimes in another, dealing in 
the course of that time with per- 
haps more than a thousand trades* 
men, 'but never till now had any 
tradesman brought him into” a 
CbuTt-of Law. The* demand which 
he resisted was 271, - but be would 
tell the' Jury, notwithstanding the 
importance of this season ofthe 
year to him, had the’ amount been 
only 27 pence, he should have ap- 
peared mere and thrown himself 
On»a 3 Jury. He had to thank the 
Counsel for' the decorous manner 
in* whi ch he had -cond u c tedhimsel f 
v towards him (Mr. C.) personally ; 


and he might f^tftat/MWs jf ifl¥i 
inent, the Counsel had coridu^tSj 
the case ably, the- statements he* 
iqg founded, ef course, on instruct 
tk>ns given. tBufc he must tell tbfc 
J urya true ; story. 1 1t was not*«n 
much to resist the payment of W. 
as that true iflfbrriiaitibn of his 
opinion of the machine khotild find 
its way. to the public, that he pur- 
sued the course he now did- xhe 
statement respecting the publica- 
tion arid objects of “ Cottage Eco- 
nomy” were correct. It was hiV 
most anxious wish to "better 'the - 
condition of tradesmen arid la+ 
bourers amongst otheV'thirigatri 
enable them, and to indiice them 
to brew their own beer. When, 
about to begin the publication oi 
“ Cottage. Economy/’ a friend m 
Sussex told " hirn ‘ of. this brewing 
machine, mentioning it as -saving 
expense and taking up less room. 
That friend took' him to Mr. 1 i ar- 
lar’s shop. He wouldremarkhere, 
that four years had been allowed 
to elapse since the transaction, 
and before the action was brought! 
and not till Mr. F *had parted with 
bis patenteeship. "• He had been 
all along ready to pay for rihat he 
bought. Having gone to' the shop, 
he saw, with delight, the machine, 
and considered that ifi't answered 
the purposes represented, it was^a 
valuable improvement. Not be- 
ing wanting in zeal in any thing 
he under fob k, he bought, a one* 
bushel machine, and having brewt 
ed with it, 1 he, in thefirst mirfibef 
of “ Cottage Economy,” spoke t ot 
the machine favourably ; but, at 
.the same time, stating that he had 
not yet had experience enough of 
it j if,t on^ a further trial, he ibund 
itnottocanswer the expectations 
he had formed, he would say-so* 
This was in the summer bf Itwfl, 
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WMRbafter tbe-^sppeaianee 1 of his worthies shefcs * df ' the : m£&tik ie 
first nkimber-nrhaving badnojmo* could no longer injure him. 1? H <€f 
five but ;to promote the interests beer ' brewed in these tnacbrnefi 
and oodiforts,of4he poorer classes, was fiat; and nothing likesa good 
MjB..F.:visited:iliHii, add wished as the brewing in wood ;and,m 
him to take a share in the busi dess fairness ’ and 1 honesty towards the 
of manufacturing 4be~ machines* public, however they might call 
This: he declined, and all sort of* in question his sagacity, in hisla^t 
interest in it, as he might have 1 to number he intimated such change 
express his disapprobation of the in his opinion. As he could no 
machines Buthe thought he might longer prhise the machine, he 
# the time have said — “ If the tliought he ought not to keep the 
machine .succeed in realizing my present, and in nine days after* 
expectations,, and, if my ^mention wards he sent it back. v Mr.F. 
of it do you any good, you may was undei> obligations to. him, as 
giweiUe a larger one, .and take indeed had been repeatedly ex^ 
back the small machine/’ And he pressed; but seeing that he could 
thought something ot the same no longer praise,. Mr. F. seemed 
kind was proposed by his friend, to have said, “I will punish you? 
Matters went on thus till 1822, I will make you pay for your cen- 
when the last number of * * Cottage stire.” - He would prove by' Mr.’ 
Economy”* was about to appear. Clement, then bis clerk, but ndW 
He went to. Mr. F.V shop, and no logger such, that Mr. F. said 
said, “As 1 am now about to he should give the larger machine 
brew for the summer, 1 will thank for the extra trouble. that had' been 
you lor the larger machine, which taken ; and having heard such evi- 
you are to give me,” He agreed, dence, be had only to desire the 
mentioning a second-hand one, Jury not to spare him, but to ren* . 
also coolers ; and on finding that der him justice. Whatever they „ 
the coolers would be .wanted, he decided, he should approve; the 
sent .the second letter. On being demand having been made, he 
sent: home, he was, iafter a good thought it his duty to appearbe- 
deal of conversation, informed and fore a Jury. .He >vould not trou- 
convinced of the failure, of the ble them further, 
machine; that it made the beer Charles Clement,' formerly 1 in 
flat, &c. ; and that to have brisk- Mr. Cobbett’s employment, stated 
ness and heady it was-requisite to that be remembered the publica- 
brew in wood. He then sent them tion ; the introduction of plates of 
back, with the letter which, had the machine, &e. ; particularly 
been read, assigning his Teasons that Mr. Farlar on one occasion 
for not keeping the machine; he told him, he (Mr. F.) intended 
being about, in honesty to the pub- to make Mr. Cobbett a present of 
lie, to state that his expectations a large machine for the trouble he 
had not been realized. As to pay- had taken. He also proposed to 
u?ent for .thorn, or any action on witness to purchase the small *ma- 
account of -them, nothing of the chine on the larger one being sent 
hind, he believed; was thought of to Mr: Cobbett. j He :Clearly tm- 
till Mr. F. had disposed of the derstood that it was to 1 be a pre* 
patent, and till proof of the utter sent, to Mr. C. ; that - Mr. F. was 
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to give Mr. C. the larger brewing 
machine . He did not recollect any 
thing being said about coolers, &c. 

. Cross-examined by ftlr. UdoL 
phus. -p- This conversation took 
place sometime between Michael- 
mas 1821, and the next half-year. 
The advertisements, &c., were all 
paid for by Mr. Fariar. He could 
not recollect the exact time of the 
conversation, but he was pretty 
certain it was when he saw Mr. F. 
after Nov. 1821. 

Mr. John Cobhett (defendant’s 


rience has induced me to resolve* 
to discontinue the use of all sorts 
of brewing machines^ and to use 
the old sort of utensils ” — Now 
(said Mr. Ci) if it be not probable 
that Mr. ¥,* would give a machine 
after this*— is it probable that I 
should buy one after such a de- 
claration? 

Mr. Adolphus interrupted Mr. 
Oobbett’s further progress, and 
said he must require the rules of 
the Court to he enforced. 

Mr. Cobbett smiled, and sat 


son) proved that the larger ma- 
chine had never been used. 

Mr. Adolphus replied at con- 
siderable length, observing that 
many points had been introduced 
that were irrelevant ; but though 
Counsel snapped up one -another 
quickly enough when wanderings 
were ohserved, they did not do so 
with a iayman. He maintained 
that there was not distinct proof 
of any present ; and as to delay 
in bringing the, action, all possible 
means had been tried for settle- 
ment before it was brought Mr. 
F. had not begun on getting rid of 
the patent ; it had been disposed 
of more than three years ; but Mr. 
Cobbett was a person with whom 
individuals would not be anxious 
to come into competition. They 
would try all means of adjustment. 
As to the claim, loose conversation 
was not to be set against Mr. Cob- 
betl’s own documents. 

Mr. Cobbett (after some con- 
tention as to his right) begged to 
read the conclusion of “ Cottage 
Economy” on this subject. In 
' No. Y II., published 1st of March, 
1822, he inserted the following : — 
*‘N.B. Having in the former 
Numbers spoken of brewing ma~ 
chines , I cannot conclude my work 
Without stating that further expe 


down. 

The Under - Sheriff having 
summed up, 

The Jury (after nearly half an 
hour’s corisuliation) returned a 
verdict for ,14/. 5s. — the. Foreman 
stating that the Jury were of opi- 
nion that the larger machine was 
a gift to Mr. Cobbett. 


, MARKETS. 

•Vvcrage Prices of COHN through-; 
out England, for the week end- 
ing April 15. 


Per Quarter . 
s . d . 


Wheat . . 59 4 
Barley . . S2 6 
Oats .... 23 6 


Rye . 
lleans 
Pease 


s. d. 
, 35 10 
. 36 11 
. 37 9 


Total Quantity of Corn returned as 
Sold in the Maritime Districts, for 
the Week ended April 15. 

Qrs. 

Wheat . . 41,394 1 Rye 577 

Barley . . 24,914 Beans . . . 3,147 
Oats . . . 31,569 | Pease ... 508 

Corn Exchange , -Mark Lane . 
Friday, April 21,-^The supply to 
this morning’s market was moderate 
of all kinds of Grain, and also of 
Flour. Prime samples of Wheat 
went off at Monday’s prices, but in- 
ferior qualities were without demand. 
Barley may be quoted Is. to 2s. 
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lower. Beans and^ Pease without al- 
teration. Thg Oat trade was exceed- 
ingly dujl, at kst quotations. 

Monday, April 24.— During the 
JJast w£ek the arrivals of all descrip- 
tions of Grain were tolerably good, 
and of Flour the quantity was con- 
siderable. To this morning s mar- 
ket there is a fair supply of Wheat, 
Barley, Beans, and Pease, from 
Essex, Kent, and Suffolk, but not 
much Corn up from the more dis- 
tent ports. 1 The primes t samples of 
Wheat have so,l(l slowly at lastweek's 

E rices; other sorts areyery dull and 
ardly support last quotations. 

The season being over for Malting, 
best samples of Barley have declined 
2i. per quarter from the terms of 
n s . enn, ^ht; Grinding samples 
sell heavily, but not at a proportion- 
ate reduction. Beans and Pease are 
without alteration from last peek's 
terms. Gbod sweet parcels of Oats 
► meet a limited sale, at the rates last 
quoted ; other descriptions are heavy 
m disposal, 'ahd 1*. per quarter lower, 
•the same uncertainty exists about 
the top price of Flour as noted last 
Monday, but the most general quo- 
tation is 58s. H 

Quantities s>nd Prices of British 
$ c - sold and delivered in 
this Market, during theweek ended 
Saturday, April 15. 

mi t ; ■£. f. d . i «. d: 

I:-::: 1 

S : i 

ag e .. 266 .... 524 18 3 .39 5 


| HOPS. ; 

Price per Cwt. in the Borough : 

: , ®onday, April 24._ O ur HopMar- 

ket last week has much improved, 
and orders, generally from the coun- 
try 1 , have nearly cleared this market 
of New Pockets, which have ad- 
vanced from 20s. to 25s, per cwt. • 
l82 f> *?s. to 15s., and all sorts of 
good Old are inquired after at im- 
prdving prices. Accounts from Kent 
state the fruit trees have considerable 
vermin upon 1 them, and a great deal 
of flea' on tire Hop-grounds, ahd 
should* this be followed by fly, whiebi 
^^probabie, Hops willrapidly 

Maidstone, April 20— The Hop 
trade has been much brisker this 
week, and several lots of last year's 
growth have been sold at from 20s. 

to SOs. per cwt. advance. 1 

Worcester, April 19. — On Saturday 
I 170 pockets were weighed • business 
was more brisk, and prices advanced 
froth 5s, to 10s, per cwt. — 

City, 26th April, 1826 . ' 

bacon: 

There is very little consumed just 
at this time ; and as almost every 
thing is done for ready money, the 
cheesemongers buy sparingly. Upon 
the whole the market seems to be 
on the decline. On board, 48s. • 
Lanflcd, 50s. for the best. ' * 


Account of Wheat, &c. arrived in 
the Port of London, from April 10 
to Apnt 22, both inclusive. 

, Qrs. Ore 


Wheat.. 5,004 
Barley .. 4,852 
Malt.... 7,578 
Oats.... 463 
Beans ... 83 

*!°ur .... 11,004 
■Rye .... 


Tares .'. . . 
Linseed . . 
Rapeseed . 
Brank 
Mustard .. 
Flax ... . ; 
Hemp . , . 


Fease. ... 429 j Seed S F ’ .* 527 

i fcto rei ^ n — Wheat 100, and Oats 
1558 quarters. 


BUTTER. 

New Butter is now coming in in 
great- abundance, and is selling at 
prices greatly below what the stale 
and inferior kinds brought a short 
time ago: consequently the stocks 
of the latter description (which are 
considerable) will, be left to be sold 
as grease. There is a great quantify 
of foreign in bond , for which very 
little more than the amount of the 
duty and expenses could now be ob- 
tained!— Best Dutch, 84s. Carlow, 
68s. to 70s. Waterford, 64s. to 66s* 

CHEESE. 

^No material variation. 
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POTATOES. 


. : ,p* r Ton * ; . ' ; 

^HddUag ^---* 2 10 “ J. l f' 

. Cliats.. 2 IX). — 0 o 

* Common Red* .0 0 — 0 0. 
QmoWf Os- orf. -7-Os. 0 d. , per bush. 

Bo R<HJ€ U i per Ton* 

. 'War© ..£3 0 . to.. 5 10 S ' 

Middlings .2 0 — 3 0 

Chats*..... 2. 0.— Q 0 

: Coramoa Xied* . 0 0 -r— , Q P; 


HAY and STRAW, ^p?r^Load«, { 

Smithfietd.— Hay. ’ to" ^ 

Straps..- .30s. to. 4Qi^ 
Glo#etv. .85$. .tooldGw 
St. James* s.^ Hay . . . i 66&* to*.’ 95&~ 

: Straw. . ., 36s. to 45$.i 
Clouer . .80ai to /Xl&U 

imtecJutpek- Hay, . . .00*. to 

Straws. .80s. to - 42s* 
Clover, .mtodt^ 


COUNTRY CORN MARKETS. 


By m Quarter, opting where oth^riRe nwneij ;fh<miP«dMs<l*»#U 
*** Saturday last,- inclusive* * . , 

The Scotch Markets. are the Betnvns of the*mek befoi w 

i /i..#. i • nfrfoM*-.* i 


Aylesbury ... 

Banbury 

Basingstoke • 

Bridport 

Chelmsford*.*. 
Derby.. • 

Devizes * 

Btoftqhefcter 
Exeter.. .. ...... 

Bye . . 

CuUdford •*H» • 

Henley 

Domcaatle ... , . .. - 
H'ungerford.... . . 

Lewes .. .... . 

Newbury ...... > . 

Northampton,. • : 
Nottingham.. , . . 
Rfeading . . .'V . .. . 

9taiuford 

Stow mar ket. . . J 
Swansea .. . .. 

Truro .v ..•. 

Dkbrid£e -i.*. ... 
X^muinster... • * • 

Winchester... .... 

Dalkeith* ...... 

Haddington 


Wheat 
s.,Xo s. d. 

6*9: 70 0 
64 69 4 
56' 68 'O' 
48 62 0 


60 

67 

42 

50 


74 0 
70 0 
68 0 

__ 64* Ou 

70 ; 76.0 
56 , 64) 0;. 
0 - 00 
58 , 75 0 
58 60,0 
52 74 0 
56 : 66 0 
-42 r76 0 
56_64<0 

63 * 0 0 

60 77*0 

0 0 0 
52 66 0 
62 6 0 

64 » ‘ o 10 
0 / 0 0 

52 ’ 64 0 
0 0,6 
31 35. 0 
27 33 6 


34 

32 

'30 

30 

29 

28 

32 


Bflrley 
«. ta s. d. 

37 0 
35’ 0 
35,0 
32; 0 
32! 0 
3410 
38i 0 
Mi 32; 0 
M 40i0 
32 ,36 0 
0, 0 0 
36, 0 
30 0 
35 .0 

ojd 

33 j 6 
33 0 
0 0 
37 0 
Q 0« 


28. 

24 
-25 
0‘ 

28 
30/ 

§8 

0 « 
24 30 *0j 
30 u O 0 
35 0 0 . 

0 00 .. 

27, 37 0i 
0 . 0 0 

20' 27 0 
21 29 0 


Oats. 

s. to $.- d:‘ 

27 30»tt 
24: 29/0 
>24 > 27.0' 
21 26 0 
25 *> 32.0 
,24 29 0 
32 
27 0 
17 . 0 
30 0 
0 0 

30 0 

24 0 

31 0" 

25 Ox 
23. 32 OH 
£2 *32 -O' 

0 0, 
30 0 
0 0- 

27 0 
0 0 
9 0 
0 0. 

28 0 
0 0 

23 6 


•26 

23 
.24, 
,24 

’ 0 

24 
20 
’20 
23 


26 

20 

0> 

i.23 

20 

29 

0. 

,24 

0 

19 


15 ' *21 0 


J B«mr. 
g. to s. d. 
40' 44 0 
40r 50b 
48 5$0 
48 JO- 
32 34 0 
38 * 44.0. 
42 "- 52 b 
48 50 0‘ 
2 & 32 0 
36 40; 0 
O' 0 0 
44-52 6 * 

36' 40 0 
40 56 0 

40 . 0 0 

42 48i 0. 
35 42 O 

0 0 
$0 0 
ove 
0 ; 0 », 
0 0 
0 0 
6 0 . 
56 0 
0 0 

19 0 

20 0 


42. 

44' 

; 0 * ' 
31' 
0 
0 

a 1 

46 
b 
17 ; 
16 


Peases 
s. ta *.• d.X 
43 OiO' 
0 . 0 : 0 m 

0f,0. 

O.Or 
38 0 . 
0 a; 


0 

0 . 

36 

0 


00 

Ob" 

00 


o c 
0 

34 , 

w 0 ‘ 0 ' 
> 4 6 52 

0 01 ^ 

0 0 0 
0 6 0 a 

44 v, 48 ? 0 . 

■ 0 . 4 MK* 
0 00 :; 

43 '50 0 
0 / 0 0 a 


0b 
0 0 
0 0 
0.07 
OO7 

0 Or 


16' 18 0 
15' 19 0 


• r I 1 1 • • • . 

♦'Dalkeith and Haddington are givenby the boll.-^The Scotchbell^oT > 
lye. Pease, and Beaus, is three 'per cent, more than -4 bushels. The 00*1 nr 
larley and Oats , is about 6 bushels Winchester, -or osb-to 3 compared wkwrtne 1 
Inglish quarter, - . ' ' 
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Liverpool, April 13.— The winds having continued favourable both 
coastwise and . from Ireland,; the Sir rivals: of Oats have been, prdtty consi- 
derable, those of Wheat and other articles but moderate. * Oats were taken 
o&fteefy by* ootmtiy buyers during the past week, and Wheat was'in fair 
demand* at abbut the prices of this day se’hnight. This d^^market was' 
wblf attendbd,' when sales of Wheat, 1 Oats, Flour, and,' Oatmeal, were; 
eflfcctecktoa fair extent, at fulljf*the prices of Tuesday last.* TSf kit declined 

aHdMaltHngBarley-2s.tper quarter. - / 

Imported into Liverpool from the 1 1th to^the 17 th of April; 1826y inclu- 
sive W- Wheat, 1 5,071; Barley 717; Oats, 16,299 ; - Mak, 689; Beans,' ' 
28; and Pease, 23 quarters.’ Flour, 4,819 sacks; per 280 lbs. Oatmeal^ 
^8QS( packs, per 240 lbs. ' . 

, Nonwch, AjjriL 22, — -We had a very large supply of Wheat to-. day, jnore 
than found purchasers unless at less money, there were also many samples.. 
oTHarley offered for sale, and the Malting season being nearly over, , great* 
difficulty -in. selling them; Red Wheat sold from 54s. to. 61s ; White fa.. 
64s.; Barley 23s. to 29s. ; Oats 22s. to 30s. ; Beans 62s. to 39s. ; Pease 6 6^,. 
to 40s. per quarter; and Flour, 45s. to 47s. per sack. 

Bristol, April 22. — Little is doing here in Corn, &c. at present. Sup- 
phes moderate. The prices < of-whatis ihsposed-of iaxe; about aafbllpw :*-*► 
Wheat, from is. to 8?.-; Barley, 3$. .to 4s. 9d.<; OatSj 2s.‘ 3d: Lo-$s. 3d.) 
Beans, Ss. 6d. to 6s. ; and Malt, 5s. to 7*. 3d. per bushel, Imperial. Flour, 
Seconds, 30*. to 47s. per bag. 

Ipswich, A^n\ 22;— Oiir- market' to-day was pretty well snppjied with 
Corn, andPprrees were much as fast week-, asfolkAv Wheat-56*, to 65s. ; 
Barley, 28*. to* 34s.-; Beans; 67*; to 39s.-; and Pease, -38s. -per quarter. 

Wisbrchy. April .22-V-This .raa»ket'to-.day. was. abundantly supplied with 
fine conditioned Wheat, which with. Oats, aod. Beans, sold about the'same 
as last week.— i^ed Wheat, 54s; to 60s. ; . White.diito, . 60s. to >62*. ; Oats, 

20s. to 24sy; and Beans, i34s, .to 68s. per .imperial qr. , 

Wakefield , April *51^ — A. decline of Is. per quarter has taken place upon 
all descriptions -of Wheat* of which there was a good supply -at the market. 
Oats and Shelling being scarce*, fully maintain last week’s prices* Barley 
is dull of sale tat a decline of 2^ p^r. quarter, and ' only, fine fresh quality 
saleable for malting is’ in- demand. Rapeseed continues unsaleable. 

Manchester , v ( April ^2.— We have- had but a thin -attendance of dealers at 
our market to-day, * add prices'll ^ve given way a trifle. . TJTe stock of Grain 
here and *in Liverpool is small, and confidence almost destroyed, that 
quotation^arejprerel^pominal, as last week; • . 

Newcatitfk-<to-Tynej April. 22; — Having but a small supply* of Wheat to- 
day from the farmers; the- whole was readily -taken. offatan advance of Is. 
and 2s. pet quarter, from the prices of last Saturday. . in ftyethore is still 
very little doiiig.. . .TKd weather having become . wamif* the* maltsters here • 
have this week almost entirely-ceased. purcha6ing. Barley. A farther re- 
duction in prices .roust,, therefore, be the- con sequence. XhesS^le* of Malt 
continues to be as dull as possible. Notwithstanding we had to-day a large 
supply of Oats, thepriccs of last Saturday w ere fully supported. — Wheat, 
new, 52 s. to 6 ts. ; Foreign, 48s. to 54s. ; Rye, 40s. to 42s. ; Foreign, 32s. to 
S6s.; Barley, 30s. to 32s.; Foreign, 25s. to 30s. ; Malt, 52s. to 58s.; 
Oats, 2ts. to 26$ ; Foreign, 19s. to 2ls. ; Beans, 42s. to 46s.; Pease,. 
White, 48s. to 50s. per quarter, Imperial measure. Flour, 45s. per sack. 
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MARKETS. 

v , COUNTRY CATTLE And MEAT MARKETS, &e. 

; Norwich Castle Mf«dotr, April 22.— Our market ,^as exceedingly Well, 
supplied with Cattle for slaughter to-day, and a g*eat many 
mmnedFunsold, Vices from 6s. 6d. to-Ts. per stone of 14lbs.,. .-sinking .offal. 
The supply of Store Stock was also very large ; the Scots were not of very . 
good quality, prices fronv4s. to 4s. 6cl. per stoije, whenJat; ^hort.Homs 
from 3s. to 4s. Hoggets from 22s. to 35s. ; and an excellent lpt of fat ones 
to 44s.; Ewes and Lambs from 34s. to 42s. per .couple. Pigs m great* 
plenty, fat ones to 6s, 6d. per stone. - f . ' « . 

v Horncustle, April 22,-Beef, 6s. Gd. to 7s 6d per stone of 1.4 lbs., 

, Mutton, Gd. to Id. ; Pork, 5j d. to 6}<f. ; and Veal, Kd. to 9d. per lb. ' 
At Morpeth Market, on Wednesday, there was a very great supply ot Cattle, 
although there were also many buyers, the sale was very dull , at a reduc- 
tion in price. There being a short supply of Sheep, they sold readily at, 
an advance in price. — Beef, from 5s. 6d. to 6s. 3d.; and Mutton, 7s.6d.to 
9s. per stone, sinking offal. 


AVERAGE PRICE OF CORN, sold in the Maritiipe Cotmtie* of 
England and Wales, for the Week ended April 15, lnio. 

’ • Wheat. Barley. Oats. ; 
s. d. s . da «•* “• 


London*. ....... 

...61. 11. i 

..34 

2... 

.26 

9 

Essex 


6.. 

, .34 

0.. 

..25 

3 

Kent 


0.* 

..33 

8.. 

.25 

6 

Sussex 

56 

9. . 

..31 

3.. 

. 23 

8 

Suffolk 


0.. 

. .33 

3.. 

..26 

9 

Cambridgeshire. . 
Norfolk 

........57 

8.. 

6.. 

..28 
. .30 

6:. 

2.. 

..22 

..26 

3 

4 

Lincolnshire . < 


6. . 

..31 

6.. 

..21 

0 

Yorkshire 

59 

0.. 

. .3,1 

0.. 

..22 

0 

Durham 

59 

9.. 

.;34 

6.. 

. .27 

3 

Northumberland 

........56 

2.. 

..32 

3.. 

. .24 

9' 

Cumberland .. ., 

...63 

2., 

...32 

3.. 

..22 

8 

ft 

Westmorelaftd . < 

65 

6.. 

...38 

8.. 

..24 

o 

Lancashire . .i . . . 


0.. 

... 0 

0.. 

..26 

4 

Cheshire ....... 

...64 

4. 

...41 

9.. 

..23 

6 

Gloucewterslu re . , 

• ,. ...... » .63 

9., 

...36 

0.. 

. .24 

4 

Somersetshire 

6i, 

11.. 

...34 

1.. 

.,.20 

6 . 

Monmouthshire.. 


1.. 

. . . 38 

4.. 

. .23 

6 

.Devonshire. . . . . 

....... ..60 

0. 

. . :31 

10.. 

, . . 19 

0 

Cornwall. ...... 


5. 

. . .31 

5. . 

. .24 

10 » 

Dorsetshire .... 

.../ 68 

4. 

...30 

7.. 

. .24 

1 

. Hampshire 


11. 

...31 

7., 

i.. .26 

,2 ■ 

North Wales . . . 


n. 

. . .35 

11.. 

, . ..21 

6 

South Wales . . . 

.........69 

2. 

...29 

6., 

...17 

1 


* The London Average is always that of the Week preceding. 
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r COBBETT’S WEEKLY REGISTER. 



« Judges ought, above all, to remember the conclusion of the Roman 
«'« Twelve Tables ; salus populi suprema lex ; the safety of the people is the 
“ highest law" Bacon’s Essays. 


1 TO 

THE PRETTY GENTLEMEN OF WHITEHALL. 


Kensington , 2 d Mag , 1826. 

Pretty Gentlemen, 

How x often have I- told you, 
that'shock upon shock, mess after 
mess, mire after mire, would be 
your lot, unless you had the cou- 
rage to adopt the measures point- 
ed out to you by the Norfolk Pe- 
tition ? Only a twelvemonth ago, 
less than a twelvemonth ago, you 
were exulting, and making, the 
King exult, in the general and 
permanent prosperity of the c oun- 
try , as you called it. This was 
only nine months ago. Since that 


day ypu have had “ late panic”; and 
now you have present panic of a 
far more terrific description. You 
have a considerable portion of the 
people in a state very nearly ap- 
proaching to actual starvation, 
and that, too, in the midst of plenty. 
All ages and countries have seen 
seasons of scarcity and famine; 
all governments have had tfcese 
evils, once in an age or two, arise 
under them ; but you have seen 
two famines arise in the space of 
four years ; and, while these fa- 
mines were existing, there has not 
been a soul in the kingdom to 
L 
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want of fodd in die kingdom. 
Yours is a system* then, .that can 
produce starvation in the midst 5 of 
plenty. This is oner of the pecu- 
liar characteristics of your sys-> 
fern, which, from its very nature, 
produces such effects, it is a 
system, which draws the fruit of 
men’s labour into large masses ; 
which unjustly takes from* one 
man, and gives to another man ; 
which takes froVn those who la- 
bour; ,and % gives4o those who do 
not labour; which prevents the 
fruit of labour from going into its 
roper channels; which defeats 
all the* effort® of frugality , of fore- 
sight, of carefulness; under your 
system it is useless to rise early, 
to labour through the day, and to 
Cat the bread* of carefulness. God 
, J says, that man shall live by the 
sweat of his brow ; your system 
says, that he shall starve by that 
sweat, and that thbse who sweat 
not shall fatten by it. God says, 
** Thou shalt not muzzle the ox as 
lie treadeth out the corn ;” your 
system says, muzzle the ox that 
treadeth out tire corn, and put no 
muzzle on him- that treadeth it not 
out. It is matter of perfedt noto- 
riety, that there are immense num- 
bers of people in a state neatly 
approaching to that df starvation ; 
that they are eating carrion where 


they emr g g fc that tfeeysu » 
slaughterftigthe cattf for food ; 
that they are eating grains, where 
they can get them, and that grains 
are things, wbieh^ 
sufficieftt food for the poorest of 
hogs. It is notorious, that, round 
the public- houses which brew their 
own beer in Lancashire, the poor 
famished creatures now assemble 
in crowds, and scramble to get 
mouthfuls of this residuum of the 
malt, These' thingsare notorious ; 
these things can be denied by no- 
body^ and it is equally notorious, 
that, no longer than seven months 
ago, thanksgivings were put up in 
the churches- for the great Abund- 
ance of food with which God had 
blessed us. 

Are not these matters worthy of 
the attention of statesmen ? must 
there not be something radically 
wrong, when cireu instances so 
hostile in their nature can co- 
exist in the same country ; and 
when, at the same time, palaces 
are building at the public expense 
in every direction, and the salary 
of the trade minister is doubled ? 
Does not such a combination of 
circumstances dall for- inquiry ? 
In such a state of things, ought 
we to expect, from our Government; 
nothing but' detached and isolated 
measures, putting a patch here 
and a patclf there ; and never, 
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W>$ occasion, hpvingtbe 
smallest tendency to probe the 
cause of the evil. 

• Up r °n some forraec occasions, 
you have been wonderfully assist- 
ed. by the circumstance, of the 
suffering partiea having connected 
their wants with the deprivation of 
their political rights. Their com - ,j 
plaints, the convulsive moments 
produced by their hunger, were 
all, then, instantly traced to mo- 
tives of sedition. True, the poor 
creatures most humbly petitioned 
for their rights; but, their rights 
being refused, no, attention, was 
paid to their wants and their 
sufferings : to the- rest of the 
community they were pointed 
out. as aiming at the destruc- 
tion, of the happiest of .govern- 
ments.. Jfc was allowed that they 
might have some wants, to be 
sure; but, having dared to de- 
mand their , rights, they were 
treated. as incendiaries and rebels, 
proceeding. imder the colourable 
pretence of a want of food. The 
^el$sh- apd, the ba?e, who would 
see all mankind . perish rather than 
expcrienqe . the abatement of . a 
ftaction, in the price qf their jo^ 
Wug annuities, ip^tpntly availed 
themselves, of the, calumniating 
accusation, apd scoffed' (fee mi : 

ser aWe sufferers. 

- Vou.are not so.iijc.ky upon, this 


May 6,. 18*6;, 


occasion.; and, iJVnyr advice had 
been followed job would no* 
have, been so lucky before, lu 
>8(6 and L8L7,; 1 exhorted, most 
I earnestly Sir Francis Burdett, 
who was chairman of the Hamp- 
den Club jn London* and Major 
Cartwright* who was the father of 
that. Club' to which Club I ne- 
ver would, belong ; I exhorted 
them, I besought them, I prayed 
them, to desist from their project 
of forming branch clubs about 

the country* which they were, iu 

the fall of 1816* beginning to do. 

I. said, “.Let them alone.-: it is not 
“we who have brought the. mi- 
“ sery upon the people ; let U8 
not form, them into bodies, or 
“ societies, . to have marks set 
upon them, to be accused of 
“ sedition, to be pounced upon 
and destroyed : the paper i«q- 
“ ney is beginning its work in 
“ favour of reform: let it go on 
doing its own work ;. let us hot 
interfere with it., and above all 
“ things, let us: not expose inno- 
“ cent men to destruction.” My 
advice was not followed ; and th^ 
consequence was, that the system 
had a pretence of which it failetj 
not to avail itself , to the full 
extent* 

Now,, thank God, tjae system v 
has no , such .pretence. . It has np 
designing, men ,ta accuse,;, it has 
" L 2 V 
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no evil-disposed persons to charge 
with having aggravated the dis- 
tresses; it is 16ft to find out a cause 
where it can, and it will be much 
more cunning than the devil him- 
self, if it find any cause that does 
not proceed from itself. I, and 
those who think with me, wish for 
parliamentary reform; we wish 
for a radical reform ; we wish for 
a total change of this system ; we 
wished for these things many 
years ago ; we were, most of us, 
punished in some way or other 
for expressing that wish. You 
have had your way ; you have 
done just what you pleased ; there 
has been nobody to thwart you ; 
and here you are, at the end of 
eleven years of peace , making a 
loan of eight millions of money, 
bewildered half to death by the 
natural effects of your own opera- 
tions, having a late panic still 
tingling in your ears, and busy as 
bees at thisr moment, sending of 
troops by fly-boats,, field-pieces 
by post, and artillery-men on the 
tops of coaches, to fight and sub- 
due the starving multitudes, who 
are now existing, raging with fa- 
mine, and pushed on by despair, 
in this very country, which, only 
nine months ago, you declared to 
' be replete with prosperity, and 
which prosperity you cited as an 
indubitable proof of our being 


calumniators 1 when we humbly 
prayed for a reform of that parlia- 
ment, under the operation of whose 
measures these dreadful calami- 
ties have arisen. 

All, therefore, is your own 
work. Your work and that of the 
parliament. All is your own. 
You have neither radicals nor 
revolutionists, nor any body else 
to accuse. The blood that- has 
now been shed and is shedding, 
you have not to lay at our door. 
It is entirely your own affair. 
Nobody has been instigated to 
resist you. On the contrary, 
ninety-nine hundredths of the 
press haye laboured for you. 'It 
is a thing entirely of your own 
producing; and, for my part, I 
stand, except as far as relates to 
the real sufferings of the people, 
a mere spectator of the progress* 
and the result. I think myself 
bound to suggest no remedy; I 
think_ myself bound to interfere in 
no way whatever. I am satisfied 
that the best way is to let you 
alone ; but, at the same time, I 
have a right, in a pamphlet into 
which you compelled me to put 
two sheets and a quarter of paper, 
which you will not let me sell for 
less than sixpence, and which you 
will not suffer to go by post like 
a newspaper ; in' this sort of pub- 
lication I have a right to remark 
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pn the remedies which you , have 
adopted; and also to remark on 
what I deem to be the cause of 
the evil. Your remedies are three- 
fold ; that is to say, troops , sub- 
scriptions , and relaxation of corn- 
laws . Upon each of these, and 
especially upon the last, I shall 
have a good deal to say ; but, first 
of all, I must speak of the cause 
of the suffering of the people. 

This cause is, then, WANT 
OF WAGES. This want of 
wages arises from a want of em- 
ployment'; and this arises from 
the contraction that has recently 
taken place of the amount of the 
money in the country, while, at 
the same time, there has been no 
diminution in the nominal amount 
of taxation. This is the real 
cause. For four or five years past 
there has been a great abundance 
of money in circulation, great 
means of purchasing the goods 
made by the manufacturers. This 
money has, all of a sudden, been 
greatly diminished in quantity. 
The power of purchasing goods 
has, therefore, been greatly di- 
minished. The gazettes are full 
of bankrupts ; insolvents swarm 
in the gaols ; every creature is 
pushed for money, to purchase 
even the bare necessaries of life, 
consequently there is little to be 
expended on fineries. The ware- 


r 1826. 

hotises of the manufacturers are 
glutted. The masters cannot sell 
the goods. They, themselves are 
nearly ruined, and cannot employ 
the men. The men are without 
^employ ment, consequently without 
wages and without food. A false 
paper-money created the facto* 
ries and the machinery, and drew 
the people together in immense 
masses. The false paper- money 
is disappearing : to get gold and 
silver to supply its place, the 
world does not supply the means : 
the masses thus drawn together 
perish, and to preserve themselves 
from perishing, they verify the old 
proverb, that “ hunger will break 
through stone walls.” The system, 
has here received a blow that it- 
will never recover. This cause 
will go on working, till it has 
broken up the whole of these , 
masses ; till it has put an end to a* 
thing so prodigious and so mon- 
strous. For a short time the pro- 
gress might be arrested by a re- 
striction of the Bank, or some- 
thing equivalent to it; but even 
that could not last long; and 
therefore the remedy which men 
of wisdom would contemplate, 
would be founded on a presump- 
tion, that the making of cotton 
goods sufficient to cover the sur* 
face of the island, is a thing as . 
absurd as to propose to make a 
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blanket to Hide tbe face of the 
sun. , ’ ' • 

Employment is the thing 
Wanted. This is not to be obtained 
without a sale for the goods j that 
sale is not. to be obtained without 
an increase of money in the coun- 
fry, and you have "passed laws, 
not only to prevent that increase, 
but to cause a diminution of that 
quantity much lower than its pre- 
sent mark. Every thing is falling 
in price; the quantity of money 
daily decreases; the. means of I 
purchase diminish continually : 
bow, then, is the demand for em- 
ployment to revive ? 

Such being the real cause of 
the present suffering, let me next 
inquire a little into the nature of 
your remedies. As to the troops , 
I shall say nothing : the less that 
is said upon such a subject the 
better: I shall express neither 
opinion nor icisii, though I have 
both upon the subject, and both 
very decided. As to the Subscrip- 
tion: all diarity is good, though I 
may observe, that if the charity 
had gone before the troops , it might 
have been full as well in fact, and 
would have looked a good deal 
better. One thing may be ob- 
served ; and that is, that we heard 
of the sufferings two months , ago ; 
that we heard of the' peopled eat- 
ing horse-flesh and draff ; that we 


heard of the frightful aspect of 
thousands upon thousands of starv- 
ing creatures ; that ive heard of 
sufferings enough to harrow ap 
the soul ; and that we never did 
hear of any subscription recom- 
mended by you, or by any body 
else, nor of any measure of relief 
adopted by you, until the news 
arrived that the people had 
“ overpowered the military” This 
fact, though stated in all the pub- 
lic prints, has been denied, and it 
possibly may not be true; but 
certain it is, that, on the day on 
which it was first promulgated, 
came forth the requisition to the 
Lord- Mayor to hold a meeting at 
the Mansion-House, for the pur- 
pose of subscribing. This work 
of subscribing has now been re- 
commended by the Ministers, by 
you, from your seats in Parlia- 
ment, than which any thing more 
low, more humiliating to your- 
selves, bespeaking more of petti- 
ness and of shift, never was wit- 
nessed in this world ! What ! you 
could cause to be voted a hundred 
thousand pounds a year, for six- 
teen years successively, making 
altogether more than a miHion and 
a half of money ; you could cause 
this immense sum to be voted out 
of the taxes, partly collected from 
these poor weavers j you eould 
cause this immense sura to "be 
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voted “/or ihp relief of the poor | your propositions ‘have now been 
^wgy^ihe'Ohdrchef England’' laid .betbre the House of Gomr 
while there were bishops of that mons. These are things to be 
tAareh receiving -newly forty remembered t to , be put uponme- 
thousand pputjds a year each; cord. I shall therefore bejin % 
yoa could do this, and you epuld inserting from the Morning Her 
propose .grant after grant of the raid of to-day, the account which 
public money to be given for the it publishes of the proceedings .at 
relief of French, of Dutch, and the Mansion House. And, -first 
of German emigrants and suffer- of all, 1 shall give the article which 
ere; and, now, when a part of the (hat paper inserts, containing its 
people, who contributed by taxa- own remarks upon the subject, 
tion towards these grants, when a 
p&rt Of our own fellow subjects Remarks 

are now actually starving in our of the Mobnixg Herald. 

own country ; you call upon peo- v , . . 

V, ' r , 1 Yesterday there was not any shin 

pie to make a voluntary subscrip- letter arrived, and public anxiety 
tion for then*; and say that you was ln consequence entirely directed 

» *f «»• . &SSV3$&&&'$£ 

grantmigbt be “ drawn into nrece^ ^ a P s a 171 ore complete failure was 
**r Vou <lo not fear the force K, 

of precedent in the case of par- made their public appearance, tljere 
c nn c , , was a g reat deal of private disturb- 

sons, not a man of whom ever was ance, and it was demanded by some, 

starving, or. even in want of plenty and acce(1 ed to by others, tha* cerl 

Of food and clothing. But now (CiSre^X^^K 

you are afraid of precedent : you were to be a PP™ved of in the mom out - 

are afraid (hat the poor suffering X'r “cl, Tnd 

creatures should imagine thatthey course > adopted without any indivi- 

have a riffht to receive back in a ie “f remitted to raise his vote 
® ' eiVe °ack, in a I against them. Adopting this princi- 

time like this, some small portion i P ,e » the ..Right Reverend Prelate, 

?*- **» ** 

been paying out of their sweat the seconded, and declared them to be 

Whole of tb pi r livoo Carried ! When the Lord Mayor sug- 

wnoie ol their lives. gfested to him that they musi be put 

- horn the Chair pro forma, his Lord- , 

Kensington, M«y 3, 18*6, J?'P the " . the ™ de noVO "'lthoUt 
* tlteir ever having been seconded, and * 

Ihe meeting at the Mansion declared them to he carried. How- 

House has * now taken nnJ eVe 1 r, ^ /e f iirce was not yet completed 

as now taken place, aud and alter same: noise, the Right-Hpn. 
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Secretary for the -Home Department 
was compelled to rise, and after 
talking aVast deal of arty other than 
'tp the question, the party, with great 
eagerness, walked out Every per- 
son cried out that the' Meeting was a 
complete humbug, and really if the 
general apparent feeling is at all to 
be credited, it would have been far 
wiser for the Home Secretary to 
have remained at his post, instead 
of coming into the City to attend 
such a Meeting as a private indivi- 
dual. 


Report of the Proceedings. 

Yesterday a numerous and highly 
respectable Meeting was held in the 
great room of the City df London 
Tavern, to take into consideration 
the distressed state of the manufac- 
turing districts of Lancashire. 

The Meeting was held by Requi- 
sition, and among those who signed 
it were Alderman Matthew Wood, 
Esq. M. P. ; Alderman John Smith, 
Esq. M. P. ; Robert Williams, Esq. 
M. P. ; William Williams, Esq. M. P.; 
Alderman William Thompson, Esq. 
M. P.; Alderman Garralt; Alder- 
man Brown, in addition to a long 
list of eminent bankers and mer- 
chants. 

Among the company present were 
the Archbishop of Canterbury, the 
Bishop of London, the Bishop of 
Chichester, the Bishop of Chester, 
the Marquis of Salisbury, Lord Cla- 
rendon, Lord Darnley, the Hon. 
Mr. Peel, Sir Robert Peel, Aldermen 
Sir Charles Flower, Wood, Brown, 
Waithman, &c. &c. 

The Lord Mayor, on taking .the 
Chair, said he had called this Meet- 
ing at the request of many most 
eminent merchants and individuals 
in the City, who, feeling* compassion 
for the distressed situation of the 
manufacturers of Lancashire, wished 
to commence a subscription for their 
temporary relief, and to make ai^ 
rangements for the distribution of 
the funds which should be sub- 


scribed. It was useless to go though 
the circumstances of this case; they*' 
were already but top well known. 
During the short period he had filled 
the Chair of the Chief Magistrate; itr 
had been his painful duty to attend , 
many meetings of his fellow-citizens 
on the subject of the commercial 
distresses of the country; and he 
was satisfied that now, as on all 
other occasions, they would maintain 
their character for benevolence, by 
lending their assistance to the dis- 
tressed in the time of difficulty and 
trouble. 

M r. Marten then read a long list 
of subscriptions, amounting in the 
whole to upwards of 7,000/. 

The Archbishop of Canterbury said 
'he rose to propose a Resolution, for 
opening the subscription in the City, 
which had been so handsomely begun 
elsewhere, and he had no doubt it 
would be followed up with the same 
liberality by this Meeting. Ilis 
Grace then read a Resolution, pro- 
posing that a subscription should be 
immediately opened, and also for the 
appointment of a Committee of Ma- 
nagement. To this Resolution was 
subjoined these words : — “ That this 
Meeting cannot separate without ex- 
pressing the deepest sorrow at the riot- 
ous proceedings which have recently 
taken place; and they deem it to be an 
act of duty to their misguided fellow 
subjects to remind them that private 
properly must be protected , and the 
laws respected ; and that t/ie outrages 
so much to. be deplored must necessarily 
issue in the punishment and ruin of the 
perpetrators, and in the increased dis- 
tress of the peaceable, and well-disposed.* 
The Resolution was unanimously car- 
ried. » ’ 

Mr. Wells then addressed the- 
Meeting on the causes of the distress- 
ed state of, the country, amid deafen- 
ing cries of “ Order, order,” and he 
at length sat clown, on being earnestly 
requested to doxo by the Lord Mayor. 

The Bishop of London said the bu- 
siness of the day being happily con* 
eluded, it now only remained for 
them to return their, thanks to the' 
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Lord Mayor, for the promptitude 
with which he had attended to the 
wishes' of his fellow-citizens; and for 
his able conduct in the Chair this 
day. < 

A Gentleman near the table, be- 
fore the motion was put, expressed 
an opinion that the Parliament ought 
not to break up before there had 
been a revision of the Corn Laws. He 
was, however, interrupted by tu- 
multuous cries of “ Order, order ! 
Hear, hear! Go on, goon!’’ — and 
silence having been obtained, he ob- 
served that, haying had two minutes 
to consider of the subject of the dis- 
tresses of the manufacturers, he 
wished to remaik, that on Sunday, 
he happened accidentally to ppen 
his Bible, in some parts which bore 
immediate reference to them, and he 
thought these parts should be pointed 
out to them.— (Here the uproar be- 
came so general, that scarcely a 
word he said could be heard) : but in 
an impassioned tone he exclaimed, 
“.As long as I live I will raise up 
my voice for Christianity.” He was 
compelled at length to sit down , amidst 
the greatest noise and confusion. 

The Lord Mayor returned thanks 

A motion was then made that this 
Meeting do adjourn . 

A general exclamation was made 
throughout the room for Mr. Peel to 
come forward and address the com- 
pany, and during this uproar an indi- 
vidual, who was said to be an iron- 
monger in- Smithtield, with much 
vociferation, complained of the bad- 
ness of the times. In 1732, he said, 
two bushels of wheat could be bought 
for the same price as one in 1825. 

The uproar to hear Mr. Peel hav- 
ing continued, the Hon. Secretary 
rose, and said he was there merely as 
a private individual, taking a deep 
interest in the welfare of those dis- 
tricts which, were at present so much 
v disturbed, and coming there to co- 
operate with the Meeting for their 
relief. , He returned . his thanks to 
those who were desirous of intro- 
ducing other topics for considera- 
tion, lor the readiness with -which 
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they had relinquished those discus- 
sions, seeing how beneficial it would' 
be that they should all be unanimous 
on this melancholy occasion . * The 
proofs of the existence of . distress 
were so numerous and obvious, and 
spoke for themselves in a voice so 
overwhelming, that the mention of 
the simple facts were sufficient to 
excite the attention and compassion 
of the Meeting. He held in' his 
hand a report from ond of the dis- 
tricts where the -greatest misery 
was prevailing, which he would read* 
not for the purpose of harrowing up 
feelings of individual sufferings, but 
to show the necessity of relieving ' 
their pressing exigencies. The’ let- 
ter he alluded- to was received on 
Saturday last, from the Vicar of 
Bolton, a populous town, within 
nine or ten miles of Manchester, 
and in the centre of- many other 
places which were enduring equal 
privations. It was sent with a re- 
quest to lay it before His Majesty^ 
that he might be made acquainted 
with their distresses; and the com- 
munication being made known to 
that August Personage, a munificent 
donation was forwarded to relieve 
the distresses of that town, inde- 
pendent of the donation His Ma- 
jesty this day presented to the Com- 
mittee. 

The letter was as follows — 

“ Bolton, April 29. 

“ A s Vicar of this parish, and Chair- 
man of the Commitee for the Re- 
lief of the Poor in this district, I 
am commissioned by the Magis- 
trates and competent authorities 
here, to request you will represent 
to His Majesty the deplorable con- 
dition of distress, to which the 
labouring population in this neigh- 
bourlrood are reduced. Consider- 
able numbers are out of employ, 
and but very few are able to obtain 
sufficient to support their families. 
The sufferings from hunger are 
extreme. The large subscription of 
nearly 12001, which had been raised 
an the vicinity, is nearly all gone j 
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and, although the ' opulent here ape 
well-disposed to. alleviate, jto the ut- 
most, the. distress, in these times, it 
is next to impossible to obtain ano- 
ther supply. Under these afflicting 
circumstances, we are emboldened to 
throw ourselves upon the known 
compassion of His Most Gracious 
Majesty, begging of you. Sir, to be 
the channel of communicating the 
sufferings of the poor of Bolton to 
our Sovereign.” 

What remains, Gentlemen, (said 
the Right Honourable Gentleman) is 
most worthy your attention : 

“ It is my duty and pride to add, 
that the suffering. poor of this place 
are not unworthy the bounty of their 
Kin£. They have borne their priva- 
tions with the most exemplary pa- 
tience; and no where are the people 
in this realm more sincerely attached 
to the sacred -person of His Majesty 
than at Bolton.” 

As to the above description, 
given by the Morning Herald, of 
the character and proceedings of 
this meeting, I can, myself, know 
nothing. It is, * however, * some- 
what striking, that a newspaper, 
A so widely circulated, ancfdepend- 
ing so much on public feeling, 
should have denominated this 
meeting a farce and a. humbug l 
If, however, the report be true, 
that the resolutions were drawn 
up in another room, were agreed 
to there, were put at once, with- 
out seconding ; and if it be true, 
that Mr. Wells and another gen- 
tleman were compelled to hold 
their peace, when they rose to 
speak upon this occasion ; if a 


sort of injunction was laid upon 
every body to abstain from all iKs* 
mission as to causes and reran- 
dies ; then the meeting was a farce 
and a humbug, , 

The Archbishop of Canterbury 
is stated, in the above report, to 
have introduced a resolution, re- 
lative to the riotous proceedings 
of the starving people, and stating 
in the way of threat, that the 
'punishment and iruin of the per- 
petrators must necessarily follow 
such riotous conduct, and that it 
must also increase the distress. 
Now, however true these proposi- 
tions might have been, I question 
very much the prudence of intro- 
ducing them, and particularly by 
an Archbishop. The poor starv- 
ing weavers know what the law is 
as well aa the Archbishop does. 
They have good reason to know 
it and to remember it ; and* if one 
of them had been present be 
might have answered the Arch* 
bishop by observing, that this sub- 
scription never was thought of 
until after the riots had taken 
place, though the horrible suffer- 
ings of the people were well 
known in London nearly two 
months before. This would have 
been a very good -answer to. the 
Archbishop ; and if the unfor- 
tunate weaver had had a mind to 
travel back -a little, j he might 
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Wb veniirided the Arthbisho/, 
ftiat, When, oh the 16th of August, 
1619, when {lie suffering people 
committed, and attempted to com- 
mit, no acts of violence at all, 
fere was no subscription for them 
at the Mansion ‘House, though 
five hundred men, women -and 
Children were either killed or 
Wounded ,* and he might have 
gone still farther and observed, 
that Parson Hay, who was the 
Chief Manchester magistrate upon 
that occasion, soon afterwards, 
was presented to the great living 
df Rochdale by this very Bishop 
himself! Threats , in such a case, 

' were unbecoming, and particu- 
larly as there was a resolution to 
exclude all discussion of such 
matters. 

1 am 'not a little pleased to per- 
ceive, that Bolton4e-Moor has 
..been remarkable for the propriety 
of the conduct'd* its people. Mr. 
Peel here tells us, that helms it 
under the hand of the parson of 
the parisn, that the people have 
borne their privations with the 
most exemplary patience ; and 
that, no where are the " people 
‘ of the realm more sincerely at- 
“ tached to the sacred person of 
His Majesty.” I thought as much 
indeed ; for here it was, that John 
Hays went round the town with a 
bell to inform ‘ his townsmen *that 
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William Cobbett had arrived at 
Liverpool in good health; and 
here it was that a PEAST OT : 
THE GRIDIRON was held on : 
the 6th of April last. Ah! 'Mr. 
Peel, ah ! successor of C ranmer ! 
Ahl Mr. Vicar of Bolton! The 
people of Bolton understand all 
about the cause of their sufferings : 
they know all about Beefs Bill 
and SmalJtnote Bill and . Corn 
Bill, and all the rest oT it. “No 
human being can deceive them. 
Tney want no palaver : they want 
-victuals to eat; they know that 
their forelathers had. plenty of it; 
they are industrious, ingenious, 
{frugal, and virtuous ; and they 
never will be able to discover a 
reason for their lying down and 
expiring wiih hunger in silence. 

Itis stated that seven thousand 
pounds and upwards were sub- 
scribed yesterday at the Mansion ' 
House, that His Majesty gave two ,,- 
thousand ; and other persons the 
rest of this sum. Seventy thou- 
sand pounds is much nearer the 
sum that I should have expected. 
However, little is better than 
nothing; especially if it come, as * 
it ought to come, from those who 
have been so long living on the 
taxes. This is the source to which 
people reasonably look: The 
main body of merchants and 
tradesmen in this* metropolis -are 
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nearly totally ruined. • They have 


the dreadful effects of those suf- 


been slaughtered by the paper- 
money system, against which no 
human prudence could guard 
them. They have not the means 
to assist the poor sufferers : almost 
every man amongst them is look- 
ing forward to the ultimate ruin 
of himself and family. Besides, 
upon what ground is it that you, 
the Ministers, call upon the pub- 
lic for voluntary donations upon 
this occasion. Take, the tradesmen, 
for instance, along Fleet- street 
and the Strand : have they had 
n any hand in producing this dis- 
tress? Have they been the pro- 
'moters of Corn Bills ? Have they 
been living on the taxes taken 
from these people ? Have they 
had any salaries to be doubled , 
at this season of most pinching 
distress ? No. Have we, who have 
loudly disapproved of your system, 
who have warned you of the con- 
sequences of it, who have en- 
deavoured to check its fatal pro- 
gress, and who have been calum- 
niated, persecuted, punished, al- 
most hunted from the face of the 
earth, for those endeavours ; have 
we any part of this horrible ca- 
lamity to answer for ; and are we 
now to be called upon by you to 
come and give you our money, by 
voluntary subscription, in order 
that you may employ it to prevent 


ferings which have arisen up in 
the country, while you have had 
the absolute control over all its 
affairs? 

' When there was a Bill before 
Parliament for transporting men 
guilty of seditious libel, and when 
Lord Holland cried out against 
the horrible severity of such law* 
the Lord Chancellor answered 
him in the Latin words of my 
motto : salus popiili suprema lex : 
the safety of the people is the 
highest law . So the safety of the 
people required that we should 
be transported for seditious Jibel : 
that safety w r as sufficient to autho- 
rize the sweeping away of all the 
law s of England, as far as related 
to the liberty of the press. But, 
now, the safety of the people, 
when that people is actually starv- 
ing, appears not to be sufficient to 
call forth a Parliamentary grant 
of money, lest such grant should' 
be drawn into precedent ! No 
fear, I warrant you, of 4he pre- 
cedent of 1819; no fear of that; 
but now, when starvation is ac- 
tually prowling over the land, to . 
grant money to put a stop to the. 
starvation would be a dangerous, 
precedent! 

I now come to your project of 
relief by relaxing-the Corn Laws. 
The project is, first, to let out. the 
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bowled corn; and, nexf', to enable _ 'what a monstrous £iece of mis- 


you to let in other foreign com, 
^during the recess. This Corn 
Law, this exclusion of foreign 
corn ; this cutting off of foreign 
trade, while ^you are boasting of 
free trade, is at once so foolish 
and so detestable a thing, that I 
am glad to see it destroyed, either 
in part or in whole, and by any 
means, be those means what they 
may. But, alas, for your con- 
sistency; alas, for your characters 
as statesmen, after the adopting 
of this measure, for your present 
reasons and under the present 
circumstances. Your great cha- 
racteristic is, profound ignorance 
of your business. Most profound, 
most perfect ignorance, of those 
affairs which it is your duty to 
Understand. Upon no one 1 occa- 
sion have < you ever appeared to 
see any thing at all of the cause 
of any of those evils which you 
have to deal with. Never have 
you discovered the smallest par- 
ticle of foresight. Every evil takes 
you by surprise; and you are like 
farmers’ people who run. out with 
sticks after the cattle have broken 
into the field. Mr. Canning . now 
tells the Parliament, that, “an 
immediate and effectual remedy , 

M for the present famine, will be 
found, in letting loose the bond- 
“ ed com" Now, if this be true, 


conduct here has been. You 
knew of the existence of the 
starvation more than a month ago, 
at least: you had this “ effectual 
remedy” \n your hands ; and yef, 
you never attempted to employ it 
until now ! You saw the people 
I starving; you were told of their 
I eating horse-flesh and draff; you 
had in your hands an “ immediate 
and effectual remedy”; and yet, 
you never attempted t<S* apply 
that remedy, until many lives had 
been lost in fight, and until it had 
been stated in the newspapers 
that the weavers had overcome 
the military. Talk of responsi- 
bility, indeed ! Where is there 
responsibility, if there is to be 
none in a case likb this ? 

However, far is this from being 
the view of the matter which is 
most disadvantageous to you ; for, 
no longer ago than the 19 th of 
April, when Mr. Whitmore 
moved for an inquiry respecting 
the state ot the Corn Laws, you 
most vehemently deprecated all 
discussion upon the subject; all 
agitation of the question. Not 
only did you deprecate suph agi- 
tation and such discussion ; but 
you gave as a reason, that it was 
improper to discuss and agitate, 
because part of the people were 
plunged into deep distress } so that 
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the very reason upon which, you 
now found the present measures,, 
you urged as conclusive against 
meddling with the subject at all. 
^Before I , proceed further* I must 
make an extract frorp the speech 
of Mr. Huskisson, made during 
that debate and, were ; I speaking 
to anybody but, yourselves,. J 
should say* prepare wet cloths, 
fojp I am about to make your 
blushes burp your cheeks- to 
cinder, r 


For his part, he. must say, that if 
any question waS inure unfit than 
another to be set afloat in the country 
at this moment , it was the difficult and 
momentous quest ion of Vie Corn Laws. 
-He. said, momentous, because it had 
reference to the well-being, and secu- 
rity of a numerous population, who 
depended on the soil for their sub. 
sistence, and whose interest it. was 
the duty of the House to take into 
con si deration; before they came to 
any decision on the subject . When 
he said momentous, he would ask, 
if no circumstances had arisen since the 
law passed fin' sanctioning a free trade 
Avhich required tolie taken into con- 
sideration* He would say, that most 
important changes - had taken place, 
and that these materially affected the 
landed, interest: It was no easy mat- 
* ter to ascertain what changes, had 
taken place, but he was well aware 
that thesemtght tb be 'known before 
tljty should pass any lawf for altering 
this present system , and 'for granting 
that compensation) amFprotection to 
the owners of land to, which, they 
were entitled. The present system 
he Considered most- defective. (Hear, 
hear;) Absolute, prohibition on- this! 
or on ariy other articles afeom- 
mettsepwas ip the highest degree 1 ob- 
jectionab lq, but the^ least they * Qpuld 


-EMKjf of Whitehall. .040 

do, was to tread cautiously,, and 
adopt changes 1 on sound priritr^fe. 
A suddm change would’, have the nmt 
injyxious. . effects . Nothing, indeed 
he conceived, could tOnd'so imitfi 76 
figgruvfite, the difficulties with .which 
they weue\uyrounded. — (Hear, heard 
Some time, therefore, ought to lie 
allowed, for information. Thesfc 
difficulties which he had mentioned 
were only of a general nature, but 
there were: others! 6f a'difieKent de; 
scription, which rendered llqmte.iv* 
expedient to pass any law on the sub- 
ject atthis mo ment-Tlie necessary do- 
cuments were not before the House, 
It was absolutely necessary to know 
the changes which had been introduce 
ed ip the corn-growing- countrips in 
the north tff Europe, on account of 
the prohibitory, system which had 
been adopted in this country, before 
they proceeded* to pass laws for al- 
lowing a protecting duty to the land* 
owlters. Last Session, a person, 
whose abilities he could not rate too 
highly, was. sert t out; to tire different 
ports in the north of Europe for the 
purpose of ascertaining the average 
price Of grain. He had sent home 
documents which were of great im- 
portance as far as they, went, but 
they were mot complete.* An append 
dix» to these documents had: been 
made 'out, which the House had not 
yet seen > anti which he considered 
ought to be fully known before .the 
House came, to a.decision, For this 
reason- alone, he thought that the 
question, ought to be postponed, till 
the country and. the. House ’had ail. 
opportunity hf reading, them, and he 
knqw that, if they were read and 
studied correctly, they would be the 
most effectual means*bf enabling the 
House to conic to’ a proper rlecisioh?. * 
The great alterations too which had. 
taken place lately in the monexf systcvhvns 
anoth er consideration which theyftad 
to, take into account. With all thes,q 
obstacles' in their way, could any 
nian s $y. that this was^ proper^^ne 
to enter upon a.subject.of such inxe-j 
rest and importance* ?— (Hear, hear, 
heari) : The^ cuirenby wa3r.the .r573/ 
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Tj jlj ekmmt >/ and' till] topk « cafe and deliberate view of the 
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another* very powerful one. Every 

g en^r e Sio^(L^;h^nd e lf evCT w^ sb.mefnl in- 
a laugh.) He would repeat it/ they con81stenc J-’ scandalous' seif-con- 
were all looking* forward to the elec- tradiction,; if ever there were 
toon— it. was stated in all the news- f u a , <* u , * 

papers that it would soon take place U,at tor men o«gkt to- be 

be extremely improper to raise ' any com P ar6 ^ w l‘h VOur present pc*, 
pestiy, which; would excite' angry headings. Here is JVfr, Huskis- 
feelmgs, or rape commotion through- « „ .. ,. 

out the country. Such a suhjeefas 800 a ^ gj that llle distress iu. 
diis ought to meet the most calm K ‘be manufacturing districts was 

ana. deliberate tiLcpuccmn - . 


ami deliberate discussion. He gave 
a pledge last year that he would 


most severe-; but HE DE- 


» O — ^ jv.ct.1 mat 11^; would 

Pg the subject before the House, “ NiEEk, that any immediate re* 

• «* «*» “ #—v«« 

SO peremptory as not to allow them “ c/uinge in the corn laws.” Nav. 

stances whkh^whrnorLvebcen he dt>eS notsto P here; but goes 

foreseen.— (Hear, hear.) But he on to sa y> “ if it were in the 

r* * 

P?f° rm ation could be procured, “ ^ ve ac ^ to reduce the price of 
S;/ f / W 8ti ? a ^ V taken “ wheat. *o fhr from ^ 


' .. V 1 . . wmu ue-iaKea 

he wn, | h | e be * m ,TS of ‘be Session, 
he would second the measure. Neii 


wheat, ao (hr from relieving the 
distress, IT WOULD ONLY 


.1 --^wHu WIC l nea8ure. iVei- U10 ’ 1,30S ) u vv uul.u ui\.L,Xr 

“AGGRAVATE .THAT; 

it unfair. to call upon him to redeem “ E.V1L.” So that here is. be, 

• tell g wTchlt hTf&Jfo *TS tlli8 ’ 0D ‘ he m ofA P r * 

these arguments, however,: could adhere are you, on the'2d df 

^fba^SLg^s l lay ; ? yi " s ■** letti,,s oatth * 

»»edy the present distress, and he bont * e d corn, rind thereby jneaifc* 

a %jeclucing the price of Wheat, 

(heatyhear); but he denied that anu w, '* bea fc “ vnmediate and, effieo. 

D-d th ren,q ^ fbr ,? e dislresp ’”'- 
? t he power of man by any legisla- warty everbsfcrs; 

tofw™™ duo ?- the ' Prthemf w&eaf, witn$a$ proof 0 f ignorance so prtn 

would only aggravate ' Wi^rand' Gr " of insincerity ke.tfujyi, 

e*troy. the bqst, fipfies of att those wjw, despicable !\ - : \ /. ,. 
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. To say more upon such a sub- 
ject would be useless. Those 
who cail confide in you after this, 
ought to confide in you: They 
ought never to know what it is to 
be under the influence of wisdom 
and fair dealing. 

I now come to the debate of 
Tuesday night, on this suddenly 
conceived project. Sir Thomas 
Lethbridge, and v Mr. Bennett of 
Wiltshire, together with some 
others, opposed the project, which, 
however, they did in yain, and 
whieh they ought to do in vain ; 
for, as I said before, the corn 
laws are so absurd, as well as so 
unjust, that to get rid tef them, in 
whole or in part, is a good thing, 
let the intention or the means be 
what they may. The corn laws, 
called for by the landlords, for 
what' they deemed their own ad- 
vantage, have been, and will be, 
a scourge for their own backs. 
At the peace, when they found 
that they had still heavy taxes to 
pay, their great object v was to 
keep up the price of corn, in order 
that they might keep up their 
rents. They had one of two 
courses to pursue : to cause taxes 
to be reduced one half in nominal 
amount, or to keep up. the price 
of corn. The former would not 
jiave suited them : some of them- 
selves, a great part of their rela- 


tions and dependants, were shar- 
ing largely in ’ the taxes. If they 
took off thetaxes, they relieved their 
estates ; but they also relieved, in 
the same proportion, all the rest 
of the community , to whoih a great 
reduction of taxes would have 
been a clear gain, seeing that 
they enjoyed no part of those 
taxes. This the landlords said ,* 
and, therefore, they did not wish 
to take off taxes, in which they 
largely shared ; but to keep their 
share of the taxes, and at the 
same time, get high rents from 
their estates, by keeping up the 
price of corn. This is the true 
history of the corn laws of 181,5; 
laws brought in by Mr. Robinson, 
and vehemently supported by Mr. 
Huskisson. The main body of 
the people could not conceive 
how they were to be benefited by 
the high price of corn. They, 
therefore, petitiejned, from one end 
of the country to the other, against 
these odious laws, which were, 
at last passed with troops draWn 
up round the House to keep off the 
people. 

We have not forgotten this his- 
tory of these laws ; and Sir Tho- 
mas Lethbridge will talk awery 
long while, before lie persuade 
the people that these laws are for 
their good. The Land-owners have 
the remedy in their own bands. 


Digitized by 


Google 


953 


May ( 

No matter to them how cheap 
corn may be, if taxes be in pro- 
portion* to the price of corn; But, 
here they boggle, dear creatures ! 
they want to suffer the taxes to 
remain, because thCy and their 
relations share in them; they 
Want bigh-pricecj corn, to enable 
them to pay the taxes and make 
others pay the taxes ' too ; but a 
state of things is now come, when 
there must beva free trade in 
corn ; and their difficulty now is, 
how to go to work, except by 
Norfolk Petition, to be able to pay 
the taxes with low-priced corn. 
Yon have determined to return to 
a gold and silver currency : with 
that currency there cannot be 
corn at a high price ; and corn at 
a low price strips them of their 
rents. 

Mr. Bennett, of Wiltshire, ap- 
pears to me to be amongst the last 
of landlords who has a right to 
complain in this ease.* In 1814, 
he, as a leading member of the 
Wiltshire Agricultural Associa- 
tion, agreed to and published re- 
solutions, stating that the parties 
were quite willing to continue to 
pay all the high taxes y provided 
there were a law which would en- 
sure them high price for their 
produce! The rest of the com- 
• munity were left out of the ques- 
tion, No matter apparently what 


i, 1826. 354 

became of them * They and* their 
relations had ho share in the 
taxes ; and they were to continue 
to pay high taxes, and high price 
for corn into the bargain. This 
amiable project was adopted in 
the Corn Bill of 1815. The wise 
men of Wiltshire did not perceive 
how the currency would work 
against them ; and they saw them- 
selves brought to the door of the 
workhouse, while their guardian N 
angel the corn law was still exist- 
ing in full force. 

Sir Thomas tethbridge says 
that we must, at all events, con- 
tinue to pay in full the interest of 
the debt ; and he also says that 
our establishments are not larger 
than they must be. /He says not 
a word about the taking off of 
taxes ; he says nothing about an 
equitable adjustment. He says 
he will have his coat taken from 
his back , rather than take a penny 
from the public creditor. It is 
pleasant to see people prepare for 
inevitable calamities. An evil 
loses half its force when the suf- 
ferer has laid in a stock of forti- 
tude beforehand. If Sir Thomas 
adhere to his doctrine, and if that 
doctrine be acted upon, he wiU 
have the coat taken off his back, 
and will be left as naked as a 
robin two hours old; and I shall 
see him in a plight- more wretched 
M 


Digitized 


by Google 



To the Pretty ' of Whitehall. 35<fc 


c irm Ihm tiM of- any of foose* 
who are now, -as* he, I dare say, 
sincerely professes, objects of his, 
eamwiiseration^ » 
j There is another person, how- 
ever; who* seems to be of a some- 
what different opinion ; namely, 
Lord Grey* whose speech in the 
House of Lords on Monday night 
has in it .something very well wor- 
thy of Sir Thom as ? s attention. 
That, noble Lord, who has never 
been ..wrong with regard to this 
matter, except, perhaps, that he 
did, at the time of Peel’s Bill, 
seem to concur in the possibility 
of carrying it; into effect; from 
the very first stoppage bt the Bank 
of JEngland;, Lord Grey has .al- 
ways been right upon this great 
subject, as far, at any rate, as he 
, has meddled with jt. Some, per- 
sons may be inclined to blame him 
for not having, from time to time* 
folly expressed his opinions ; but, 
when one considers the load of 
odium that every one has bad to 
Sustain, .whQ: has endeavoured to 
Enlighten; the public relative to 
this matter ; when one considers 
foe weight Of 'foe torrent of 
errors; and when one. considers, 
^also, that his Lordship might? pos- 
sibly, have effected no . good, in 
jendeavouring to stop this torrent ^ 
M*e canj when we so well -know 
tw perfoctarehis honour and in- 


tegrity, easily suppose, -that whea 
he has abstained from uttering, 
his sen timents, he ha$> thought it 
for the best. He has now, how-< 
ever, spoken out more plainly 
than I recollect him to havedpne 
upon any former occasion., I quote 
the passage from his speech as- 
reported in foe morning of Tues- 
day ; and I heg the attention of 
all ray readers to every word 4bat 
it contains. , 

Something has been said regarding 
tire state of the. currency., anduptfn tltri 
point I may add , that I , too, am anx- 
ious to witness the restoration of a 
metallic circulation* but seeing what I 
see, when we make an approach 'to this 
desirable object, and remembering what 
has already 'occurred, 1 must > repeat , 
what I expressed some. ye.ars ogo, : my 
doubts as to the possibility of accom- 
plishing it. - I doubt whether the 
country he capable of passing, through 
and recovering from the distress by 
which it must be inevitably prc&ded. 
I admit that frith with [he jmblic cre- 
ditor ought to be kept by great sacri - 
fees, 'if sacrifices are of avuilfdi 1 that 
purppsef ft is a sound maxim of 
law, nemo tenetur ad impossibilia, 
and if the Government be placed iQ 
actuation iawvhich it is ini possible 
to keep the countryjn a state of de- 
cent prosperity, it' is not required- to 
d<>: impossibilities? ar\d to tlfrow the 

hole state of society into confusion, by 
'attempting them. The more I see oj 
the situation of thy country , fif ter more 
than ten years of peace, suffering as it 
does itt tJics moment so severely from 
the effects vf an txlrftvdgqnl, and as I 
always contended, an ill-advised war 7 
the itxote I am persuaded that no half 
meawre$ willfe of the slightest benefit. 
Government must tak£up the.whole 
'subject with a sincere desirfe to probe 
to ; the bottom all the evils foat affiict 
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- ^w^ Q SSn S re“ore^ :**«** of the «**. 

td -health and> ffcosperity, if odiy teeturer^all th^axes-feraanina)? 
temporary palliativesf are xesorted to Would full , 8 

distress will follow distress 8*5 * ■* “ ^ **» %«*" 

cession, Naming a man Aggravated ^ ou can c °Mect the^revenue^ and, , 

! n '* i y r °l >I " n i on » •<> nearly its present 
-tbe country will We strength to amount ; and Ihe lower you, can 

recover, but through which the pre- make, prices at the-same time »f,« 
sent generation cannot pass without iV *ne*ame time> the 

a degree of suffering too pSintorfor more - vou w,1 l oppress all tire j n - 
**•“* ' - dustrious- classes. You have wo 

, means of relief, of effectual and... 

w2Si P S? Ge f eraen of P erina nent relief, except m-the- 
Whuehall. There spoke a states- red uctron of taxes ; and this re- 

^aarand all that is deficient in duction ought to be accomplish**,' 
h.m.sthat hedoesnotatonee to the necessary extent, without* 
br W g the quest, on to the test. The a great diminution in your men-* 

rr s r e T ***> md 

^w'U only go on&omynfecbief diminution also in the interest of. 
tem«ch,ef, each r ,s,ng above the the debt. Whether these xednc- 
preceding, both ,n magnitude and tions will be made in time I know > 

How ^ w „ Je „ “ 

of th P r a St ° P *° 4h<? dislress j vernMent > they will, when it is too* 
of the manufacturers ? Yon have late,, be made by tremenJw 
no means of putting such stop, ctenis! 

Ypu have decreed that such means Wm. COBBETT. 

shalj not exist. You cannot cause „ . ’ 

an addition to be made* to the • ~ — ' 

wages pf . the. manufacturer ; and, TO 

without a monstrous reduction of THE ELECTORS , OF THE 
taxation you have no meqns of CITY OF NORWICH . ' 
diminishing his misery.- In what-* , 

e^r , degree: you. lower tjie price GenWemen, \ ’ 

o eom (unless youdiminish taxes Mg; Rd. H. Gcarmy (brother 

to die same proportion), you take of Obediab), and o»e*f .be mem- 
f e means ol. purchasing the bers ifer the city of IVoiwich* has 

wereWSl-S; 00 ^" '*>«. published 

at two shilling, a bushel to- hisiirtenWnot-to offer himself 

■ : M2 i> - 
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again as a person to fill that post. 
I will first insert the notification-, 
and then make a remark or two 
upon it. 

“ To the Gentlemen, Clergy, 

• “ Freemen, and Freeholders 

’ a of* the City and County of 
“Norwich. 

“ Gentlemen, — Finding that 
“ the state of my health prevents 
“ my being able to give that de- 
“ gree of attendance on those 
u Parliamentary duties which you 
“ have a right to expect of me, 
“ without great personal iiicon- 
“ venience, and my opinions dif- 
“ fering from those of many with 
“ tvhom I have generally acted , as 
41 to the possibility of this country 
u sustaining a return to specie 
“ payments , as previously to 1797, 
° and having , at the sameJime, a 
“ free trade , without a reduction 
u of at least one-half of the pre - 
“ sent taxation , I am induced to 
“ decline again offering myself as 
“ a candidate for your suffrages. 
“ Assuring you I feel every due 
“ sense of gratitude for the con- 
“ fidence you have hitherto placed 
“ in me, and with the best wishes 
“ for your prosperity, 

“ I have the honour to be, 
“Gentlemen, 

“ Your most faithful and 
“ devoted Servant, 

“ R. H, Gurney.” 

“ London , 27 th April , 1826.’* 


Mr. Gurney has an undoubted' 
right to decline to offer himself 
again as a candidate for a seat in 
Parliament; and he has a right, 
to do this without publicly stating 
any reason at all for it ; but, if the 
notification be made public by 
himself, and if he publicjy state 
reasons for his declining to sCrve 
again; then he gives every man a 
right to examine into those rea- 
sons, and to try the solidity of 
them by the standard of Mr. Gur- 
ney's own acts. 

The first reason here assigned 
is that his health is such as to pre- 
vent him from attending properly 
(without great personal inconve- 
nience) to those duties which his 
constituents have a right to expect 
from him. This is a very good 
reason ; quite sufficient of itself; 
so perfectly satisfactory that it is 
a great pity that the sincerity of it 
should have been, if not positively 
made doubtful, called in question, 
at least by the other reason which 
Mr. Gurney has thought proper 
to put forward. 

And, what is this other reason t 
It is that Mr. Gurney differs iff 
opinion, upon one particular sub- 
ject of legislation, with many of 
those with whom he has generally 
acted in Parliament; that is to 
say, with whom he has generally 
voted in Parliament. Now, this 
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is, m ray opinion, a very bad rea- that taxation. This is the poii^t 
son; for if members were gene- upon which Mr. Gurney differs in 
rally to resign upon grounds like opinion with his former co-ope- 
this, what a pretty sort of repre- rators. I agree with Mr. Gurney 
mentation the, people must have! as to this pojnt; but, when was it 
The member holds his seat, or that Mr. Gurney last solicited 
ought to hold his s<>at, in order to your suffrages? It was in the 
produce measures corresponding early part of the year 1820. I 
with his own conscientious opi- pray you to bear that time in 
nions; and not in order to form mind, Gentlemen. At that time a 
one of a phalanx who are to hang law had just been passed, which 
together through thick and through positively provided for a complete 
thin. The more deeply Mr. Gur- return to specie payments, and, 
ney thought his co-operators to also, for a complete extinction of 
be plunged in error, the more ne- all notes , under five pounds, of 
cessity wa3 there for his remain- every description, on the first of 
ing, in order to use his endeavours May, 1823. Here would have 
to put them in the right way. It been a real return to specie pay- 
became not a man, chosen by a ments. This Act had been passed 
city like Norwich, to abandon a without a dissenting voice. It 
post which he had sought, the Was the law, Mr. Gurney knew it; 
moment he found that post to be a He saw tpe specie payments com- 
post of difficulty. ing by positive law. There was 

But, is this all, Gentlemen? not a single man in Parliament 
18 this all that presents itself tp that even thought of changing 
you, when you contemplate this that law ; and yet, with all this so 
address of Mr. Gurney? What well known to him, he solicited 
is this particular subject of legis- from you those suffrages which x 
lation, with regard to which Mr. put him in Parliament that time; 
Gurney differs in opinion from his which put him jnto that very seat 
former co-operators ? It is this, which he now abandons, because 
that they think that there can be he finds so few to think with him 
a return to specie payments, #nd :hdt it is impossible to return to 
that the* e can be free trade, and specie payments! 
that he thinks it to be impossible Well, but Mr. Gurney has had 
for. these to take place, without a .experience since that time, and ' 
reduction of, at least, one half of has changed his opinions. If this 
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Geiitlemen, great reason to com- 
plain of Mr. GurOey ? Mr. Gur- 
ney flow quits his seat because 
he cannot bring his -friend^ to 
think with him that my principles 
are just This is the real fact. I 
iate always contended, that it is 
impossible to return to a gold and 
‘silver currency, without taking off 
: one-half of the present taxes ; or, 
'at any rate; without producing in- 
describable nnsety and some con-' 
vulsion. 'this is what I have al- 
ways contended. The Norfolk 
petition is founded upon this prin- 
cipie. Why, then, did Mr. Gur- 
ney keep so quiet ; why did he 
not show himself When Dadby 
Coke arid Betty Hubbakd 'were 
* so busy with their abuse and ca- 
'lurhny in the holes and corners ? 
h Why did he keep silent and hear 


the villanous small paper-mciney ; 
now' Mr. Gurney ' discovers that 
the thing cannot get ' along, and 
be quits* hfs seat because so many 
of his old'friends think that it can. 
This is the true history of Mr. 
Gurney*S conduct. Whether this 
conduct Can be called fair and 
consistent, I will leave you to 
judge, having no desire to say 
myself any thing very harsh with 
regard to Mr. Gurney. But, I 
must say, that as he is one of the 
representatives of the whole na- 
tion, 1, as well as you and every 
body else, have a right to com- 
plain that he never stated these 
principles in Parliament, where 
he could have given useful coun- 
tenance to the doctrines held by 
me, and for the putting forth of 
which he heard me so atrociously 


*$#3 v NokwiCh Sanks. % 

‘be Ihe case, have iiotyouand I, ( j*has been passed to put an end* to 


that petition abused even by Obe- 
diah in the honourable House 
itself? • , 

The truth is, that the Small- 
; note .B81L bad then passed, thatthe 
« small paper-money was tumbling 
-aut again, that * the gamblers and 
-monopolizers were beginning to 
^gainr most enormously j that all 
*fhb$e bubbles were beginning to 
swell, by which the Vag - rooks 
^were gaining at so enormous a 
irate-; bid NOW,- when r these bub- 
bles * have (J butsted * when • a iaw 

i 


calumniated. 

I am, Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient, and 
Most humble Servant, 

Wm. COBBETT. 


NORWICH BANKS. 

On Tuesday night, Lord Viscount 
Folkestone presented to tfie House 
of Commons the following Petition, 
on the Subject of refusal of pay- 
ment, at some pf these Banks. 
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Tte JJtUipft «iJJ Ppeakppet^jrtfuseitto pay him,™ gold; 
plainly forj&el£ f When tie reader tendered him Bank x>f ; Ea«]and? 
has gone through it,: I have a re- notes; that they fold; him-he should' 
/ mar ^ 07 two to add, on ^vhat took take those notes or have nothihg-; 
place at the presenting of it. , arK * that, ^therefore, /he returned thei 

notes to the owners of: them, to. ther 
To the Honourable the Commons of ; groat ‘ disappointment and grief ©F 
the United Kingdom of Great the 8aW 0WneFS * ■ $ 

Britain and-Ireknd, in Parliament on the same lltfc of Fob-* 

assembled. ' - niaiy, be went, for a similar pur- ‘ 

. The Petition of James Cashew" 10 bank vf Th «“t>s°», Bwv 
of Teasburgh, Dear Lon- Cay,and demanded 

Stratton, in the County of 

, Norfolk, dated this sth day ° f *'% ht » H, ‘ ,nds * «<>« thepaid bank* 
of A pril, 1826 efS ’ ° r CCrks ’ tendered him payment 

Most humbly Shewetb, ’ ' “** a " d &- 

That your petitioner bavin*, in the T ’u , "*** ,ea ' 

tnontli of February last, seen several r^’ ^ d,d > h °^^r, after 

of his poor neighbours suffer great v 1 <l,Si ’‘ ,te ’ pay hi,n in S oid J thWf 

fa.Hh.br„ti S on« ks ,»S! ?*»* f«~» . 

advised others, who held notes Vf e den,andtrd P a ym«m? 

banks not yet broken, to go to those ° t “ ent y- s ^PO*inds, thobanke nij 
banks and demand 'gold; that 'he ^ abused h ««n very 

found people afraid to do this- but SrQSS,y ’ awI told bin b ‘bat, if fed 
«>at, he having ottered to do i’t for n “ th * practice of dem *n * 

them, there were brought to him bv ^ s- *** WOuld set a ".ark 
several persons, notes- of three Not- Z?“ “ a . bad fello ' v i that - « 

wich banks, in order-that he miaht ’ pa ‘ d Wm in « oW > but 

get the gold in. exchange f or the said TlTf f ° d ° the - ,ike a S aini 

notes. . That, on the llth of February 

' That, on the llth of February he «****'' * w6nt . <0 '* he bank 
went to the bank of Joseph Gurney L Hudson; that he there 

. Hudson Gurney, Richard*. Gurney j tZ^JTT “**'*• 

and Joseph John Gurney thesecond K T ' ^ 

two of whom are member! of your ’ tendcred hira B*Sk 

Nondurable Hoiise- that he then ,t ‘8 ,aoci: notes, telling . hitn tha# 

•« " S',’"” 1 * 8 " *«** 
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again on.' a like errand,' or lie should 
be marked ; that, however, your pe- 
titioner went again to the same 
bank on the 18 th ©f February, and 
demanded payment of its notes to 
the amount of vtwenty pounds ; that 
the clerk told him, he should not 
^ve gold; that he threatened your 
numble petitioner, and told him 
that, if he did not go quietly away, 
he would take him before Sir Robert 
Harvey, as a Justice, of the Peace; 
that your petitioner refused to go 
away without "ihe gold ; that the 
clerk took him before the said Justice 
of the Peace, who is also a partnfcr 
in the bank, and that Sir Robert 
finally oplered the said clerk to pay 
your pelitionet.in gold. 

Now, seeing that there is ample 
proof before the public, that, in nu- 
merous instances, bank notes have 
been issued, to an -immense amount, 
by bankers who knew themselves to 
be insolvent at the time of the issue; 
seeing how many thousands of poor 
and frugal men have had their little 
all snatched from them and their 
families j?y such means ; seeing the 
audacious manner in which the law 
has been, and. daily is, set at defiance, 
as above stated, by bankers and their 
clerks ; seeing the numerous in- 
stances in which the hankers are jus- 
tices of the peace, or fill other posts 
of authority and power; seeing that | 
the labourers and small farmers and 
tradesmen are overawed by the fear 
* of the power and vengeance of such 
persons, and, from that fear, refrain 
from demanding gold, agreeably to 


the law, and ate thus reduced to beg-* 
gary : seeing these things, your peti- 
tioner, who has himself endured 
persecution and injury to a great 
extent, mo*st humbly prays your 
Honourable House to pass a law, to 
compel, by summary process, all 
hankers to pay In gold on demand : 
and he further prays, that you will 
pass a law to exclude all bankers, 
while they are such, from all posts 
of public trust and power, and espe- 
cially from the office of justice of the 
peace and from seats in your Ho- 
nourable House ; or that your Ho- 
nourable House will he pleased to 
adopt, for the protection of the poorer 
part of His Majesty’s subjects, such 
other measures as your Honourable 
House shall, in its wisdom and jus- 
tice and mercy, deem to be most 
meet. 

And your humble petitioner, as 
in duty bound, will ever pray. 

JAMES CANNELL. 


When Lord Folkestone pre- 
sented tli is Petition, he ot served, 
that he agreed with the first prayer 
of it, but that be did not agree 
with the second prayer of it. This 
was frank and honourable. He 
was not found to agree in any part* 
of the prayer : that was a matter 
for the consideration of the Pe- 
titioner alone. It is right, however, 
for me to say, that I most fieartily 
join in the whole of the prayer. 
I would, if I could have my wiH, 
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shut . out Brewers, ; as ' veil as in the cause of the country, upon, 
Bankers, from being Justices of the this occasion. To be sure Mt. 
Peace. Their filling those posts Gurney might, in such a case, 
has, in my opinion,, greatly tended very reasonably talk of “ Mr. Cob- 
to produce, the present horrible bett ; ” for who has done so much, 
state of things. - in bringing this thing to a crisis ? 

When the petition was pre- So far am I from wishing to be 
sented, Mr. Hudson Gurney thought as not having anything to 
(The Morning Herald says), said do, in cases of this sort, I should 
'a few words, in an indistinct man- take blame to myself if I had 
ner. Now, a gentleman who was neglected, in any such case, to do 
present in the gallery, at the time, every thing, lying in ray power, 
heard some IVfember speak upon I wish the paper system to be de- 
the subject, but did not know who sfroyed ; I thank the Ministers 
the member was. lie spoke so for having done, so much as they 
indistinctly, that the Gentleman have done, towards it. I agree, 
could not gather the drift of his with Lord Grey, that they bught to 
remarks 3 but he heard him three do a great deal more ; I agree that 
or four times pronounce the words, - calamities insupportable will come 
“ Mr. Cobbett.” I regret ex- from an attempt to restore gold 
ceedingly that Mr. Gurney did and silver into circulation, unless 
not speak plainer ; for I am other, and those very great, mea- 
anxious to know what my name sures, be adopted 3 but still I thank 
could possibly haVe to do with this the Ministers for what they haVe 
petition; unless, indeed, Mr. Gur- done. 

ney suspected 916 to have drawn - 

it up ; and even then I cannot see 

any ground for .the mention of my DISSOLUTION 

name, unless it is, ht last, become OF PARLIAMENT. 

improper for us to assist one — — 

another, in an endeavour to obtain The delectable uncertainty 

our rights. Mt. Cannei.l is a continues, and is, if possible, in- 

very. worthy and public-spirited creased by the battles in the North. 

man. He is entitled to the thanks Talk of the winds, indeed ! Ta^: 

of the country, for what he has of April- weather ! What, in all 

done. He will be remembered as nature, can be compared with the ^ 

one of those who have laboured chopping ancf changing aboutof 
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Dissolution of Parliament. 


earTHlNGy which, oritfce Ufa 


tiity/’atkl which has always been 


of April resolved* that, to meddle 
with 1 the Corn-taws would add, to 
the distress of the iveavers; and 
which, on- the 2nd of May, re- 
solved, that to alter the Corn-Laws 
wouTdaffiord those weavers “ im- 
mediate and effectual relief !” 
Aye ; but, in the meanwhile, news 
had arrived, that the* weavers had 
collected in large bodies, had dug 
up their oH pikes , had armed 
themselves in various' ways, had 
* exchanged shots, had in one in- 
stance, at least, “ overpowered 
the military and, it was noto- 
rious, that they had destroyed 
dooms in despi te of a !i force . Who , 
under such a THING, can guess 
at what is to? happen ; who can 
guess when any thing will take 
place, much less a dissolution of 
Parliament ? For ray part, I do 
not expect this to take plaee till 
the fall of the year $ and I should 
not be surprised if it did not take 
place even then ! Therefore, I do 
not think it necessary, this week, 
at legist, to begin making any par- 
ticular stir as to a scat for myself, 
'In the meanwhile I have had 
pointed out to' me a paragraph in 
a little weekly-newspaper; caRed; 
ihe Examiner, which, after ‘hav- 
ing ‘long lived as toad-eater to 
Atkinson , has ; ’how become th& 
^Ad-eater of w ratiortiil cC ftristia- 

il 


toad-eater to’ the man - of many 
acres^and his f Squire. Thep&ra- 
graph is as follows ; . , ' 

We regret that the great variety 
of interesting matter this week pre- 
vents our giving more than. a sketch 
of the excellent speech of Mr s Hob- 
house, oil Thursday night,-upon Re- 
form. It was. one of the happiest 
pi'odacls of the .present session — full 
of acute remark ancT7 ivzly ilfu strut ion. 
By tiie way, it is rumoured, that 
Cobbett means to start for West- 
minster at the general election ; and 
his ambitious language in yestei day’s 
Register makes vis suspect that he 
ready entertains that wild scheme. 
Such is the fruit .of vanity; there 
are plenty of places where, with 
some money, he would stand a good 
chance of being returned in place of 
some worthless ninny; but it seems 
he must put himself against two po- 
pular Representatives, to whom thejr 
Constituents are, too much attached io 
allow thereto be ousted by a weather- 
cock-politician^ hovicver. svtart. If Mr. 
Cobbett be so ill-advised as to make 
this experiment, he will be rewarded 
—he wili.losn his. money, and— his 
election. 

Now, mirid, this very toad- 
eater announced, only about three 
weeks ago, that Sir Francis Btnt^ 
dett was about to subscribe to- 
wards my cteciion fund ; and the 
toad-eater said, that it did “ great 
honour to the heart of the worthy 
Baronet! Whatd toad-eater, did 
it do great honour to him, to assist 
in putting-a <4 weather-cock politic 
cion ” into Parliament ?’ Thi s poor 1 , 
little miserable dealer m table- 
talk, who$e mind seems 5 to ; 
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been formed in a lobby oFlheplay- 1 to be sure, envy ofmh; 1 but it r fs 


bouse ,- this man, who praises* a 
epeechofHobhouse, all the godd 
part of which was direct purloin- 
ing from, the Register , without 
Scarcely a change in the words 
themselves; ■ this is a fellow, this is 
a-pander at the heels of Atheism, 
this is a nian to know any thing 
about the feelings qf the people 
of Westminster ! This is a man 
to discover, that the • electors of 
that city must iri£Vitably be at- 
tached to thos£ who have never 
done any thing for the people , as 
ihe people tp ell know ! At pre- 
sent, it is unnecessary for me to 
say any thing more particular 
about Westminster, and that which 
is unnecessary may be omitted ; 
but, one thing I will pledge my- 
self for, and that is, that ** at- 
tacked" as the people are to these 
heroes of the Examiner, the 
heroes themselves do not feel so 
nery confident as to that attach- 
ment ; and that they have now at- 
tended to election scores, which, 
for six years, 4hey turned a deaf 
^ar to! 

I have often heard people ex- 
press their wonder at the* adhe- 
rence of such men as this Hunt 
* io “Sm 'EaANcis Burdett. It is, 
"after aW thrit' has been exposed, 
tot&dll* that -this man * must know 
besides, sheer baseness. There is. 


base, innate base adoration df » 
twenty thousand acred of fan A, 
together with the despicable t>ani% 
of wishing to be thought a friend 
and intimate acquaintance of thte 
owner! Yes, it is this: this poor, 
base* vain thing, thinks he shall 
make his readers believe that he 
knows , that Ke ^particularly, ac- 
quainted with the owner of the 
twenty thousand acres. Now, df 
those twenty thousand acres, there 
are, probably, a thousand of woods 
and coppices; and in these there 
are, probably, all the year round, 
not less than a million of Tom-tits. 
The Tom-tit is h very 'little bird, 
with a blue back, black head arid 
tail, and a white belly. It is seeh 
constantly (when the leaf is out) 
running along the branches, with 
its back downward, looking up- 
wards for the nests and eggs of 
insects, which canker and destroy 
the trees. Now, I would pledge 
my existence, that, of the proba- 
ble million of these little ^crea- 
tures, who are constantly working 
for Burdett, there is not one for 
which he has not as much consi- 
deration and respect as he has for 
this poor little devil, Hunt, and; 
which he does not look upon as 
being miich Upon an equality with 
him l As far, indeed, as this Tom- 
tit of the Press Cafi serve him, be 
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looks on.it r(: as he does.. on the 
labours of its silvan 1 name-sake ; 
bu(, as to any things further, the 
paragraphs of the former are to 
him no more than the chee-wee* 
.4}hee of. the latter. 


to 

CORRESPONDENTS. 

In answer to those friends in 
4he country who have been so 
kind as to invite me to their houses, 
I have to observe, that, if I find 
that the Dissolution is not to take 
place till the autumn, I shall set 
off from home in about a fortnight. 
But, as we can know nothing of 
what the THING vyill do ; as its 
movements are much more uncer- 
tain than those of the wind, and 
as I have placed myself within 
the vortex of its influence; as 1 
have become, for once in my life, 
dependent upon its vagaries, 1 
must, for some time, at any rate, 
await its pleasure, or await rather, 
the effects of those events which 
are now pushing it about, back- 
ward and forward, up and down, 
and from one side to the . other. 

Thursday Morning. 
• The subscription at the Mansion 
House, as published this morning, 
amounts to about twelve thousand 
P 011 * 1 ^! This may be about six- 


pen cq arbeacf,, for the people who 
are. in a state of. starvation. , Sup- 
pose forty times this sum to. be‘ 
collected ; that is to say, four lvmi - 
di ed and eighty thousand pounds. 
Then there will be about twenty 
shillings a-head, for the starving 
people. This twenty shillings 
a-head would hardly last for more 
than forty days ; and there are 
only so many sixpences instead of 
so many pounds, already col- 
lected. I agrep with those, who 
are for a large Parliamentary 
grant of money. If there be pot 
taxes enough, stop the salaries; 
and, above all things, call upon 
the rich Church of England, to 
begin to pay back the sixteen 
hundred thousand pounds, voted 
away to the Clergy out of the 
taxes. This thumping sura \vquld 
be something, indeed, 'yhis would 
stay the famine for a while, at 
any rate. If the Clergy pleacj, 
that the tithes are founded in s the 
law of God, let them look , to the 
Book of Exodus, and they will 
there find, what share the poor, 
the stranger, the widow and the 
orphan were to have in those 
tithes : but, this law of God out of 
the question, there are the sixteen 
hundred thousand .pounds which 
the Clergy . received out of >the, 
taxes ; and th.i 8 sum will npw, I 
trust, be restored. • / , 


Digitized by 


Google 


377 


May 6, 1826. 


378 


MARKETS. 


. } 


Average Prices of CORN throngh- 
out EnolanD) for the week end- 


ing April 22. 

Per Quarter* 


Wheat 
JBarley 
Oats . . 


s. d. 

60 i 
SI 11 
23 10 


Rye . . 
Beans . 
Pease . 


s. . d. 
38 7 

sr 3 

38 9 


Monday, May l.~-The arrivals of 
all descriptions' of Grain last week 
were good, and there was again a 
considerable quantity of Flour. This 
morning the supply of Wheat from 
Essex, Kent, and Suffolk, is more 
than adequate to the present de- 
mand, and the trade for this article 
has been very' dull throughout the 
day, at a decline of Is. to 2s. per qr. 
from the terms of this day se’nnight. 


Total Quantity of Corn returned as 
Sold in the Maritime Districts, for 
the Week ended April 22. 


Wheat . 

Qrs. 

. 39,838 

Rye-.. 

Qrs. 

. . 287 

Barley . 

. 17,751 

Beans . 

. . 3,085 

Oats . . . 

34,035 

Pease . 

. . 489 


Corn Exchange , Mark Lane. 
Quantities and Prices of British 
Corn, &c. sold and delivered in 
this Market, during the week ended 


Saturday, April 22. 

Qrs. £. s.d. s. d. 

Wheat.. 6,312 for 2", 129 1 10 Average, 63 9 

Barley.. 4,386 .. 7,127 011 32 6 

Oats.. 11,791 .. 16,052 19 3 ....27 2 

Rye.... 64 .. 102 3 9 31 11 

Beans.. 929 ... .1,774 16 3 38 2 

Pease .. 413 .... 822 12 8 39 10 


Friday, April 28. — The supply of 
all sorts of Grain and of Flour is 
good. ThC quantity of Oats is con- 
siderable. Wheat has met 'a very 
dull sale to-day, and even the best 
samples must be quoted rather lower 
than on Monday. Barley for malt- 
ing has no demand, and other kinds 
are very heavy. Beans and Pease 
are unaltered. Oats have experienced 
so slack a trade that they may be 
quoted rather lower. 


Though Barley comes to hand 
sparingly, yet the prices continue to 
give way, the trade in this * article 
being extremely dull. Beans sup- 
port the rates last quoted. For Boil- 
ing Pease there i3 no demand. Grey 
Pease are scarce, and Is. per quarter 
dearer. The quantity of Oats for 
sale is more abundant than for some 
time past, and the prices are de- 
clined since this day se’nnight, full 
Is. per quarter, with many parcels 
left on hand unsold. The top price 
of Flour may now be considered as 
settled to 55s. per sack. 

Price on hoard Ship as under. 

Flour, per sack 52s. —7)5sl 

Seconds .48$. — 60s. 

North Country . . 42s. — - 45s. - 

Price of Bread. — The price of the 
41 b. Loaf is stated at 9 id. by the 
full-priced Bakers. 

COAL MARKET, April 28. . 

Ships at Market. Ships sold. Price. 

79\ N ewcastle . . 52 27s. 0 d. to 35s. 9 d* 
30£ Sunderland. . 16$ 32*.6<t.~ 37s. Od. 
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POTATOES. . 

SpJYALF^EhBS,; per Ton . 

Wars. ...... £3 10 to 5 10 

Middlings 2 10 — 2 15 

Chats ....2 10 — 0 0 

Common Red. .0 0 — 0 0 
Onions, Os* QtL^Qi. .0 d* per bush. 

Borough, per Ton. 

Ware £3 0 to 5 10 

Middlings 2 Id — 3 0 

Chats ....2 0 — 0 0 

Common lied. * 0 0 — 0 0 


. HAY and STRAW, per Load. 

Smithjield. — Hay. . . .65s. to 90s. 

Stiw^r.34s. to 36s. 
Clover.. 85s®. to 140s/.. 
St. James! r-Hay .... 60s. to Rifts. 

Straw . , 36s. to # 44s. 

. Clow . .76s. to 100s. 
Whitechapel.— Hay , . . .65s. to 88s f , 
Straw... 36s. to 42s*. 
Cloven . 84s. to 105s. 


COUNTRY CORN MARKETS. 

By the QuauteSi, excepting where otherwise named; from Wednesday t 
Saturday last, inclusive. 

The Scotch Marhets are the. Returns the Week before: 


Aylesbury • 60 

Banbury..;.’.. .. 64 

Basiugstbke .... ' 56 

Bridport... ,. . ... 56 

Chelmsford. 60 

Derby. . • • «. 64 

Devizes r 50 

Dorchester 1 56 

Exeter. .*. .. 70 

Eye 56 

Guildford....!... 0 

Henley ^>6 

Horncastle. . ... .. .55 

Hungerford 50 

Lewes 56 

Newbury 4*2 

N orrhamplon .... 53 

Kottiugham 63 

Reading-. . . -58 

Stamford.*. , 48 

Stowmarket .... 52 

‘ Swansea 62 

Truro 64 

Uxbridge 0 

W &i- inin ste r .. £0 

\V iuchester..*. .... 0 

Dalkeith* ’ 29 

Hadoington* . . , .- 27 


1 Whtat. 


1 Barley 


l Out*. 


1 Beans. , 

1 Piafe. 


L s. to s. 

d. 

s. . 

to Si 

d. 

s. 

to 8. 

d. 

s. 1 

to S. 

d. 

s. 

lo s. 

d. 

60 

68 

0 

36 

40 

0 

28 

32 

0 

42 

45 

.0 

0 

0 

0 

64’ 

69 

4 

31 

33 

6 

24 

30 

0 

¥ 

50 

0 

0 

0 

0 

56 

70 

0 

28 

34 

9 

24 

20 

o-\ 

48 

'54 

0 

0 

0 

0 

56 

60 

0 

28 

30 

0 

22 

28- 

0 

46 

48 

0. 

0 

0 

0 

60 

72 

0 

• 30 

34 

0 

26 

32 

0 

32 

34 

0 

38 

45 

0 

64 

68 

0 

30 

32 

0 

24 

28 

« 

33 

45 

0 

0 

0 

0 

50 

68 

0 

30 

38 

0 

26 

32 

0 

44 

54 

0 

0 

0 

0 

56 

64 

0 

26 

30 

0 

23 

27 

0 

46 

52 

0 

0 

0 

0 

70 

76 

0 

36 

40 

0 

’24 

27 

0 

28 

32 

0 

0 

0 

0 

56 

64 

0 

32 

36 

e 

1 24* 

30 

e 

36 

40 

0 

54 

38 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

O' 

O 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

66 

75 

0 

28 

35 

0 

24 

30 

0 - 

46 

52 

.0 

45 

49. 

0 

55" 

60 

0 

24 

27 

0 

18 

24 

0 

36 

38 

0. 

0 

0 


50 

72 

0 

24 

34 

0 ! 

19 

30 

0 

40 

56 

0 

0 

0 

0 

56 

,64 

0 

32 

0 

0 

24 

25 

0 

38 

0 

0 

0 

b 

0 

42 

76 

0 1 

28 

32 

0 

22 

32 

0 

42 

50 

0 

'44 

48 

0 

53 

63 

0 

30 

31 

0 

-23 

27 

0 

37 

41 

0 

0 

0 

0 

63 

0 

0 

30 

0 

0 

26 

0 

0 

42 

0 

0 

b 

0 

0 

•58 

76 

0 

28 

35 

0 

20 

29 

0 

44 

50 

0 

43' 

50 

0 

48, 

( 62 

0 

27 

32 

0 

20 

25 

6 

38 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

52 

66 

0 

24 

30 

0 

23 

27 

0 

31 

0 

0 . 

0 

f b 

0 

62 

0 

0 

30 

0 

0 

20 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

64 

0 

,0 

35 

0 

0 

30 

0 

0 

0 

.0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0‘ 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

50 

61 

0 

27 

35 

0 

24 

29 

0 

40 

56 

•0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0. 

0 

0 

0 ; 

0 

' 0, 

O' 

29 

33 

6 

21. 

26 

0 

19 

23 

6 

18- 

20 

0 - 

. l fi 

19 

0 

27 

33 

0 

13 

26 

0 

1 16 

22 

0 

15 

18 

0 

15 

18 

0 


uhu nauamgron-are given by the doll .— The Scotch boll torwneai, 
Rye, rease^and Beans, is three 1 per ceut. more than 4 bushels. The boll of 
parley and Oats, ia about 6 bushels Wiriekester*:or aa 6 to compared with 
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Liverpool , April 25. — The importations of Grain during the past week 
were so, small as scarcely, to equal the derrmnd, at ,ful\y, the prices last ' 
noted. The further supplies to this- day’s market have been greatly in- 
creased, which are not included* in the import note annexed, owing to yes- 
terday being a holiday at the Custom-house ; and in consequence of a 
larger exhibit o£ samples, the sales of Wheats and Oats were only to a 
very moderate extent, at about the prices of this day se’nni^hti The sales 
of other articles of the trade were heavy, at a small reduction in value. 

Imported into Liverpool from the 13th to the 24th of April, 1826, inclu- 
sive:— Wheat, 2,177 ; Barley, 133; Oats, 8,668; -Malt, 984; and Pease 
60 quarters. "Flour, 420 sacks, per 280 lbs. Oatmeal, 525 packs, per 240^8^ 

Norwich , April 29.— The supply of W heat to-day was very good, and the • 
demand equal to it; prices of Red from 52s. to 60s.; White to 62s. ; Bar- 
ley was 2s. per quarter lower, and the sale slow at. that reduction, prices , 
from 22s to 28s. ; Oats but few samples, prices from 22s. to 29s.; Beans, 
S3*, to 38s. ; Pease, 35s. to 39s. per qr . ; and Flour. 45s. to 46s. per sack. 

Bristol , April 29. — The Corn markets here for the last week have been 
very dull, and the sales made at about the prices below quoted, have been 
few. — Wheat, from 5s. to 8s.; Barley, 3s. to, 4s. 6d. ; Oats, '2s. 3r7. to 
,3s. 8</.; Beans, Ss. 6d; to 5s. 9 d.; and Malthas. to 7s. per .bushel, Imperial. 
Flour, Seconds, 30s. to 47s. per bag. 

Ipswich , April 29. — We had to-day a pretty good supply of Barley and 
Wheat, but the Barley was generally of inferior quality. Few Beans ap- 
peared. Prices were rather lower than last week, as follow : — Wheat, 56s. 
to 64s. ; Barley, 26s. to 32s. ; and Beans, 38s. to 40s. ; per quarter. 

Wisbech , April 29.— There was again a large show of Wheat to-day, 
which must he noted. from Is. to 2s. lower. In Oats and Beans no material 
alteration.^ — Red Wheat, 52s. to 58s.; White ditto, 58s. to 60s.; Oats, 
20s. to 24s.; ami Beans, 34s. to 38s. .per imperial qr. 

Wakefield, April 28. — Wheat has been. this. day very dull sale* at a*de- 
cline of 1& to 2s. per quarter, and a considerable quantityTemained unsold. 
The depression in price' is accounted . for by the large supply from the 
farmers, as- well as up the river, and by. the dull state of the Flour trade in 
Lancashire. Oats ami Shelling fully supported Just week’s prices. The 
Malting season being nearly over, Barley is sold at from Is. to 2s. per qr. 
Tower than lasl week. ‘ In Rapeseed there is little or nothing doing. 

Manchester , April 29. — The consternation and tumults that exist in our 
town and neighbourhood have almost put a stop to any regular business, par- 
ticularly in Corn. To-day, nothing comparatively has' been done in any - 
thing, but the very short supply still keeps prices very steady. Of Oats 
the supply is rather better, ami they may be noted 'id. per bushel lower, on • 
account of the consumption filing off so* very much. Malt is a great 
drug, with good stocks on hand, .. . 

NewcasUc-on^Tj/ne, April 29. — We had rather a largcsupply of Wheat 
from the farmers this morning, which met a slow sale at -is. per quarter de- 
cline fronv the prices of last week. Rye sells on much the same terms as 
last week.. Although the weather has set in very cold again, the sale for 
Barley is dull, and prices are Is. and 2s. per quarter lower. Malt continues 
dull sale. The supply of Oats is rather large, and last week’s prjees were 
barely supported. Wheat, new, 52s. to 60s. ; Foreign, 48s. to 54s. ; Rye, 40s. 
to 42s. ; Foreign, 32s. to 36s.; Barley, 28s. to 80s. ; Foreign, 25s. to 28s. ; 
Malt, 52s. to 58s. ; Oats, 21s. to 2 6s.; Foreign, 19s to 21s.; Beans, 42s. 
to 46s. ; Pease, White, 48s. to 50s. per quarter, Imperial measure. Flour, 
45s.' per sack. 
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COUNTRY CATTLE and MEAT MARKETS, &c. ^ 

. Norwich Castle Meadow^ April 29. — We had a good supply of fat Cattle* , 
s to this day Vmarket, bpt the Smith field- market having been much higher 
the last two weeks, had such an effect off this day’s sales, as to cause an 
advance of Is, per stone of 14lbs., prices from 7s, to 8s. per stone, sinking 
offal, and almost all of them sold. The supply of Store Stock Beasts was 
hut small, and the Scots, inferior in quality; prices from 4s. to 4 s. 6d. per 
stone, when fat ; Short Horns to 3s. 9 d. • 

Horncastle, April 29. — Beef, 7s. 6 d. per stone of 14 lbs. ; Mutton, 7 d,; 
Lamb, 10 d.; I*ork, 6d. to 7 d.; and Veal, Sd, to 9 d. per lb. 

Manchester , April 26.— Our market continues to be very sparingly sup- 
plied with fat Stock, but as the demand is small also, things seem to bear 
an equal proportion. ■ " 

At Morpeth Market, on the 26th ult. there was a good many,Cattle, which 
sold readily at an advance in price; also a good supply of Sheep, which 
met with rather dull sale, at last week’s prices. — Beef, from 6s. to 6s. 9d.; 
and Mutton, 7s. 6d. to 8s. 9 d. per stone, sinking offal. 


AVERAGE PRICE OP CORN, sold in the Maritime Counties of 
England and Wales, for the Week ended April 22, 1826. 

* ' Wheat, Barley . Oats, 

, - s. d, s. d. $? d, 

London* 61 11 34 2 26 9 

Essex C3 0 34 3.. ..25 0 

Kent .62 10... .32 8 ..., 25 10 

Sussex 60 0.. ..31 9... 24 6 

Suffolk ...58 10 32 6... .26 2 


Cambridgeshire 

.....58 

8., 

...32 

7. 

...22 

8 

Norfolk 


3., 

...29 

7. 

...22 

6 

Lincolnshire 

59 

2.. 

..31 

8.. 

..21 

6 

Yorkshire 

58 

9. 

...29 

9. 

...21 

4 

Durham 

61 

2. 

...31 

6. 

...26 

9 

Northumberland . . . 


10. 

...32 

10. 

...24 

4 

Cumberland 


8. 

...28 

9. 

...22 

6 

Westmoreland 

66 

1. 

...40 

0. 

...24 

0 

Lancashire 

64 

1. 

...38 

0. 

...25 

9 

Cheshire 


8. 

... 0 

0. 

...24 

\ 

Gloucestershire 


1. 

...35 

4. 

...28 

2 

Somersetshire ..... 


9. 

...34 

5. 

...23 

6 

Monmouthshire 


10., 

...35 

8. 

...24 

6 

Devonshire 

61 

2. 

...32 

10. 

...21 

8 

Cornwall. . . 

61 

10. 

...31 

5. 

...24 

10 

Dorsetshire ....... 


6. 

...30 

7, 

...24 

2 

Hampshire 


7. 

...32 

0 . 

...23 

0 

North W ales 


1. 

. . .36 

0 . 

...19 

10 

South Wales ...... 

.....58 

0 . 

...28 

4. 

...17 

4 


* The London Average is always that of the Week preceding. 
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“ The miseries produced by the system , must, in the end, if left unre- 
“ dressed, redress themselves . Great power, which has been long growing > 
“together, however it may exert itself, however severe and cruel in its 
“ effects, will last a great "length of time after its character is gone. A 
“ system of sway, such as 1 am contemplating, will maintain itself, a long ; 
“ while after it is openly reprobated by every man who lives under it. ; 

“ But, at last , the misery which it occasions becomes so intolerable, that 
“ it can no longer be endured. It is impossible ; it is almost physically 
<f impossible, that millions of human beings should quietly perish with 
“ hunger, or with misery, which occasions death; which manifestly pro- 
“ duces death. This is altogether impossible ; because the inducement to 
“ preserve life by abstaining from violence becomes, in such a state of 
“ things, less powerful than the inducement, to preserve it by the means ' 
%( of violence. If I am sure to die for seizing the dinner of another man, } 
“ still I seize it if I am sure to die with hunger for the want of food; : 
“ because, at any rate, by seizing the dinner, 1 secure my life a little 
a while longer.’ * Register, 10/A August , 1816. 





TO 

SIR FRANCIS BURDETT, BART. 



i!i 


Kensington , 9th May , 1826. 

Sir, ; 

It is some time since* I ad- 
| dressed a Letter to you. For 
} reasons which I shall state before 
■ I have done, I was strongly indis- 
posed to do it even now; but, I 
have, at last, had this indtsposi- 
/ tion overcome by your series of 


uncommonly aristocratiqal endea- 
vours during this present Session 
of Parliament; by* the wanton: 
hostility that you have shown, not 
only to all those principles which 
first recommended you to the; 
people, and bade you talk inces- : 
santly about the “Regiment n and 


the “ Crib,” and led me as well 
N 
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ks, ethers to hope that 
WodeasKwreonstaatly to beatdown 
that usurping and i pkmdermg R«- 
giraent ; not oi%hy this hostility ge- 
nerally, butby your direct unequi 
vocal declarations in favour of the 
fraudulent paper-money, inVavour 
of measures tending to make the 
food/nf 4be people dear, in favour 
of the necessity of a dominant 
class, having the millions at their 
fret,, and, in short, in favour of 
every thing hostile to the happi- 
ness andliberty of the great body 
of the people. I have, indeed, 
perceived that there has been a 
slight whisper from you on the 
subject 6f punishment inflicted on 
Tegular standing soldiers in time 
of jjeace ; but, from your lips, 
there has not, that I have been 
able to discover, been, for years, 
a si ng l e -s yl lable in behalf of the 
suffering people. When, v two 
years ago, a Bjll was brought into 
Parliament, to weaken the mono- 
poly of the grinding brewers, and 
ter give the people a fair chance 
c^oftvoviiiig the effect of that mo- 
ilipoly, not a Word came from you 
ihsuppoft of that l Brll, which yon 
saw Chipped away, bit by bit, till 1 
to 'next 1 to* nothing. When’ 
the law was passed to add irons- 1 
pbrtmtim to the other horrid pu- 1 
nishtnedts intended to preserve to* 
the land-owners the exclusive. pos- H 


I RAnetn ^fra 


#W8 

of wild anSB 0 *ds, Tiot a 
word , of opposition came ifroa 
[you. When the horrid new tres- 
pass-law was passed, and the still 
more horrid law that mad£ it 
felony to take an apple from a 
tree, not a breath of opposition 
came from him, who, only a few 
years ago, in an Address to the 
People of Westminster, told them 
that he held his estates as a “ te- 
“ i aining fee for defending the 
“ liberties of the people” How- 
ever, these things were passed; 
they were gone by, and might 
have remained unnoticed, had it 
not been for your recent conduct. 
The times are now of great im- 
portance : principles are now to 
be looked well at: the fate of the 
country is, in all probability, to 
be decided by the measures of 
the next twelve months : and, we 
ought, therefore, now, to look 
scrupulously at the opinions put 
forth by men who stand in your 
situation. 

I shall first notice your speech 
on the petition from Paisley, which 
was presented by Lord folk©- 
stowe, on' the fourth of May ; and, 
that we may have every jhmg 
fairlybefbne'ufc, I shallfirSf insert 
the petition itself, which was in- 
the following* woitis : 
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. ®«'PaitioDofflje undersigned; *fo°wn out ofierapiojioent; and tthl 
• *'*' 5^ esses, * D > -Householder* fl?**® 1 legal provision s made S* 
ofthe town of Paisley, their, sohsistepce, their venrexw* 
Humbly Shewcth, ^““.dependent oa ttie precarious 

i <ri*'u. a,d ofaha «‘y- Apd>your Petition*. 

„ 1" f ?Pfl^^ s *° y° ur Peti- are apprehensive, that were the top. 
haveen^/ f h thosuhjectswhieh ders of thitt feJse .rao^y, 'which is 
i h attention of your almost the only circiEe med him 
.. urable House for many years, ,n this part of the countrv pniu 
S; none so important id all ks upon to pay their Notes in 

, ^ssnsssr*'** ^ s-ss-S 

2.. That your Petitioners are of f- 406 here, whidh have been°prodkc~ 

SlHn r fataI Consequences f, J P«ch jpisery mother mm 

resulting from the circulation of Pa- < of JJmted Kingdom, For thes* 
per Money, are now too clearly de- and other re asons, your Petitioners 
pjen&rated to require par ticukren u- f re persuaded that the speedy 
meraponj— th^tfrcjn its very nature ' t [ od,,ct L Ion of a Metallic Currency 
«js liable to be suddenly augmented throu gbout -the whole Kingdom?^ 
^*™ ln <shed in quantity ; that 'J nost esse ^ t ially necessary, natonlw 

such sudden diminution or augment- '*? restore . domestic happiness ^5* 

■SiBSrt: fits* 3SZBSS ~ iS 
gW* JHfunSs - 

elation, subversive of ■ the patient yet they are rforidorU kurredqy^. 
<G*trv°thI?th persevering in- 'hat this object canaoUieattai^^ ' 

fa? 

a -J w?“ “r.* lus&HWy*® 

m 4 g * Hen f e ensu ® bankruptcies, tionalty augmented • and 
S£,?" d “r 1 *! ‘heirmof that rt is obvi.VBlyie^St , 0 ^ 
gence y an i ,a ,r ayze . d; P ru(,e,i ce, dili- an Adjustment- of all Mm^’rw 

S ’re^d 0 "^’ JMW of ^‘V *•*•«*» of^Gov^ 

between mob j Con ^ence nient iExpenditure ; ; of the 

S s h aDd Blan * ofc % de - ^.eftbe Nominal 

' Ki ma y ** please your National Debt, oucrhfnf 5L„°* :** 

spas 

^ Money; 
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benefit of a sterling Gold and Silver 
Currency; and, at the same time, to 
institute measures for a Suitable 
Reduction of every branch of the 
Public Expenditure; of the Taxes; 
and of the Nominal Amount of the 
National Debt; and, also, for making 
an Equitable Adjustment of all 
Money Contracts. 

* And your Petitioners shall ever 
pray. 

Paisley, 24:tfi April, 1826. 

Lord Folkestone had spoken 
in praise of this petition, as had 
Colonel Johnstone, who seconded 
his motion. Mr. Maberly then 
ibllowed in disapprobation of the 
f /petition, and then, according to 
the report, you came in the follow- 
ing words : “ Sir Francis Burdett 
“ said, that he did not agree with 
“ the petitioners in their reason- 
“ ing, and he thought he was able 
‘ “to show that one part of it was 
" quite inconsistent with the other. 
41 He could not agree with his 
H Noble Friend, therefore, that 

this petition in any manner de- 
4 \ served to be called a manual 
“ of political economy on this 
“ subject. No one could doubt 
“ that great distress arose, not, 
“ however , in the way in which 
44 the petitioners described it, but 
“ from the interruption of all 
14 trade which took, place. The 
“ petition was founded, he said, 
“ in premises false in themselves 
> , “ and arbitrarily- assumed .” 


Thus, then, you Condemned 
this petition. You say that its 
premises are false in themselves, 
and arbitrarily assumed. As to 
their being arbitrarily assumed, 
it is difficult to know what you 
mean, unless you be come, at last, 
to believe, that no assertions are 
to be contained in a petition, un- 
less the truth of them be first 
established at the bar of your 
House. This petition comes, Sir, 
from the burgesses and house- 
holders of the town of Paisley, 
in Scotland. We have, during 
the last twenty-seven years, had 
many published papers coming 
from your pen; but, had we ever 
one written with such clearness, 
such neatness of expression, such 
correctness, and every way so ex- 
cellently as this petition ? Whether 
Lord Folkestone called it a ma- . 
nual of political economy, I know 
not ; but, as to manner and style, 
it is worthy of being studied as an 
example to all future petitioners ; 
and, as to its matter^ let us now 
see, in the first place, whether its 
•premises be false, as you assert 
them to be. The petition consists 
of five paragraphs, the second of 
which contains the premises which 
finally lead to the prayer of 
the petitioners. Read that para- 
graph again. You will find it 
contains five distinct propositions > 
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namely, 1. That paper-money is, I deniably true ! This was a so* 

from,ts rery nature, liable to be lemn appeal to the House Z 
suddenly augmented and dimi-' -^ 1 ,n 

nishediu quality; 2, That such 


which you sat,’ onasubject of the 


sudden augmentation or diming 
tion is productive of the utmost 
• embarrassment in the pecuniary 
affairs Of the people among whom| 
it > circulating ; 3. That while 
the ■ quantity is increasing, it 
creates and cherishes a spirit of J 
imprudent speculation, subversive 
of the patient habits of sober and 
persevering industry; 4. That the 
inevitable etfect of , contracting 
the circulation, is a depression of j 
the price of all commodities and 
of property of every description; 

5. That hence ensue bankrupt- j 
cies, misery and starvation, and 
that hence the arm of industry is 
paralyzed, prudence, diligence 
and houesty are robbed of their 
reward, and all confidence be- 
tween man and man is destroyed. 

These are the five propositions, 
containing the premises of the pe- 
tition; and, are you prepared to 
say that any one of the five is 
false? Say it indeed you have; 
but, with the present spectacle of 
bankruptcy, misery and starvation 
before y ou . are you prepared to 
provq, though with twenty thou-i 
*apd acres at your back, \that| 
there is one single word in these 
five propositions, which is not un- 


greatest possible importance: it 
was a subject, which, of all others 
I was calculated to make men cau- ' 
Ittous iu speaking of it. , The pre- 
mises on which the petitioners 
proceeded were most clearly and 
candidly stated. If denied, jug. 
tice to them, demanded something 
like proof of the soundness of the 
denial; and yet, out come you, 
without an attempt at any thing in 
the shape of an argument, and 
declare these premises to be 
false. 

These petitioners pray for what 
was prayed for three years ago 
in the Norfolk Petition. They 
revive the great question ; that is 
to say, whetherthere shall or shall 
not be a reduction of the interest 
of the Debt. They pray that the 

misery-mailing paper-money may, 
be abolished; they pray for the 
currency of the King’s coin.' It 
seems a most unnatural .thing that 
a great land-owner should object 
to a prayer for the King’s coin to 
circulate ; but, when these peti- 
tioners pray for a reduction of 
every brancli of the public ex- 
penditure ; for a diminution of the . 
monstrous burden of taxation, 
how must men be surprised to 
find you of all men living, hasten- 
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htg datp-d asb* <and without amy 
WVgrfmeht ak«ftl,'tb condemn- that 
petition ; YOU, wbepavedyour 
Way into the House by dectentu 
ing against plunderers, and who 
fcfld the people; Who assuredtbem 
that, m rational endeavour of 
ye^ should be omitted to restore 
your countrymen to the undis- 
tnrbedenjoyment of the farir finite 
of their industry, and to ff tear out 

* the accursed leaves of the scan* 
ddltms Red Rook !'* What, 

When the sensible people of Pais- 
fey recollected this, must have 
befen their surprise to hear a con- 
demnation of their petition from 
you ! And not a word more about 
the Regiment”; not a word more 
4tx>ut the bands that plunder the 
jMple. Oh, no ; the Regiment 
it now become a sacred thing, 
and, as we shall by and by see, 
the people of France are- to be 
censured by you, and their ever- 
lasting ruin predicted, merely be- 
cause they appear to be resolved, 
that a “ regiment ” shall not be 
te-organized and kept upon duty 
in their country. 

* Leaving reflections of tins sort 
for the present, let me observe 
that we have here upon re- 
cord your reprobation of this, 
which will become a” memorable 
petition. The petitions, contain- 
ing a similar prayer, which came 


rey i Arid Kent,came irsom e rn w - 
sate with my drrecr approbatiowr 
arid; therefore, there were; doubt** 
less, exceitent grounds for reject 
trig 1 them. Those from Humtog^ 
donshire . and Cambridgeshire 
were, indeed, 1 liable tomo snchob* 
jection ; but, now comes one fiem» * 
Paisley. A plaee with which? t 
have not even the most indirect 
communication; a place which* 
contains not a single individual; 
as for as 1 know, whose name I 
have ever heard; now comes a* 
petition from Paisley, praying for 
all those things which the Norfolk 
Petition prayed for, and praying 
for them too, for reasons distinct* 
ly stated, and on grounds which 
no man has yet attempted to* 
shake. And what answer have 1 
you to this petition ? No answer 
at all, except a slap^dash awer- 
tion that Its premises are 
However, here " is the petition 
upon record, and here is yOt»‘ 
opposition to it also on record* 
The great question here* stated* 
must come, forward again, unltw : 
all disputing be put an end* to -by 
a terrible convulsion. You say 
that the. petition is inconsistent 
with itself; and then comes this; 
surprising assertion, that the dis* 
tress does not arise from the cause 
stated by the petitioners^ botfrem* 
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» “iti&ikterruptitm ef aW*radet" 

i- And it it not' tbit precisely to 

»; Wfifth the petitioners ascribe the 

<• dfcfreBkT They tell* you in soi 

t many words that air trade hat 

r. Y been interrupted, that industry 

! has been paralysed, that confi- 

v deuce between man and matt has 

f been totally destroyed ; that this 

ft the Way" in which the distress 
s has been produced ; and you tell 
them slap-dash that the distress 
has not been produced in this 
way, but by the u interruption* to 
atl trade” It is well you talk in 
the absence of these petitioners : 

* it is well for you that they are not 
upon the same door With you ; 
hut, if they were, your prudence, 
as in the case of the “ regiment ” 
and the if crib,*' would induce you 
to : eat your words* 

Here, at any rate, we have you, 
enrolled amongst the heroes of 
^national faitL u Youreprobate 
this sensible petition ; and all I 
have farther to say to you upon 
that' subject is, that the day will 
come, when you will be held to 
your words, or Will be compelled 
to swallow them. Ihave observed 
attentively all your hankerings 
after the paper-money, all your 
bunkerings after the one-pound 
notes, all your hankerings after 
the Corn-Bill ; and; yet, your 
wfcUit of pluck when it came to the 


sticking place, that is tow*#. 
when * it earaeto the role. 
censured the ’Ministers^ for their ^ 
to& kaktg endeavours ; *to return tdi 
gold and 1 silver ; you talked the > 
distress which it would producer 
in the country; and, . on the vwap 
evening in which yon bet ta weds 
that censure^ upon them , you did r j 
when it came to the pinch, vofcs* 
for Mr. Hume’s' motion, intendeds 
to eompel bankers to pay by sum*; 
raary process, which unquestion*v 
ably would have added more 
i haste to die censured haste of the* 
Ministers. Every word thatyom; 
have uttered ' upon this subpet^r 
during the whole of this session* 
has been intended, to prolong the; 
duration of what these petitkmezK? 
call the base and fraudulent 
per-money, which the Ministers : 
themselves have called worthless^ 
rags. You have your motive ‘for , 
this, and I will plainly stateihai> 
motive. % : > 

You see as plainly as I do; 
that, without an hnmense^mass of 
paper-money, or without a* reduc- 
tion of more thata half of die 
taxes, farm produce must be- sO 
low in price as not to enable the 
farmer to pay any rent. You 
wish to have rent, for which no- 
body can blame you. Seeing, 
therefore, that you must either 
have the country filled with paper- 
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jponey^ or. must ; take off* one half 
of the taxes, you< have to choose 
between these two, and you choose 
the former, because you have not 
the : industry and the courage to 
encounter the latter. Nothing’ is 
clearer to me than this, that 
the land-owners would gladly see 
the interest of the debt greatly re- 
duced, or .cleanly swept away, if 
it could be done without danger 
to themselves and their families. 
All other reductions will fall short 
of producing any salutary effect, 
unless this reduction take place ; 
and this reduction* cannot take 
place without other reductions 
and changes, which the landlords 
tremble but to think of. It is im- 
possible that the interest of the 
debt should be touched, until the 
sinecures, the pensions, the grants, 
the enormous emoluments, and 
until a very considerable portion 
of that public property which is 
commonly called Church Pro- 
perty, shall be dealt with in a 
way so as to indemnify the fund- 
holders in some degree to a just 
extent. You sat quietly in the 
House of Commons, and saw six- 
teen hundred thousand pounds 
given out of the taxes to the clergy 
of the Church of England. This 
money came out of loans , in fact. 
The money is due to the fund- 
holders who made the loans ; and, 


m 

tirQuld yottiake away the interest > 
upon these loans, and still Iptthis 
enormously rich Church keep the 
principal? it is a thing too mon* 
strous to be expected even by that 
regiment of which you spoke in 
your address to the electors of 
Westminster on the 23rd of May, 
1807. Yes, “ the accursed leaves 
of that Red Book;” even these 
leaves do not contain the names 
of men who would have the auda- 
city to make such a proposition. 

The difficulty, therefore, is very 
great. When you wrote that ad- 
dress, your situation was differ- 
ent : ,you then looked only to the -f 
people, the common - people-; 
Since that time the gentry of th^ f 
Red Book have become your fa- 
vourite?. You have been anxious 
on all occasions to curry favour 
with them. The clergy of the 
Church, the country-gentlemen*, 
are become subjects of your lofc* 
t iest panegy ricks. E ven the yeo- 
manry cavalry, once denominated 
by you the body-guard of the k 
Borough-mongers, are now be- > 
come objects for you to fawn to; 
You seem to me to have nursed 
up in your mind the opinion and 
fbe hope that this thing will cen^ 
tinue ; that it can go on by thfr 
aid of paper-money. -This seems to ' 
be a hope to which you most , 
fondly cling. Yon are aware of / 
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how. little a man youwould be, if and as difficult to unravel as ever 
a really great and salutary change were the sayings of an oracle; 
were to take place j and my real Mr. Whitmore had made a mo- 
opinion is, that Sidmouth himself tion for going into a committee at* 
would • not contemplate such a the Corn-laws. You voted in fa-, 
change with greater alarm than vour of this motion ; but your 
you do. If such a change were speech, as far as it related im- * 
to take place, forth would rush mediately to the subject, was di- 
die talent and the energy of the rectly against the motion, and all 
country j men never yet heard of the way through endeavoured to 
would instantly become conspi- maintain, that the Corn-laws had 
cuous, and you would instantly not a tendency to make com dear . 
sink out of sight. Therefore, not If they had no such tendency* 
to mention other reasons, nume- then the motion for which you 
rous and most cogent, ^ou are for voted was an absurdity ; for, what 
things as they are ; now and then was wanted was, a free trade in 
little cavil upon trifles ; but, for corn; that was the object of the 
the “ Regiment” you are as motion ; and why did you vote for 
much, as decidedly, as strenu- it, if the free trade in corn would 
ously, for its stability as any one make no alteration in the price 1*' 
of that immaculate corps ; hence Your speech is a complete ram- 
. all your alarms at measures hos- ble ; a jumble of contradictions, 
tile to the paper-money, which, and, indeed, of nonsense : but we 
thin as it is, you know is the only gather from it, from opiniona 
. prop of the system. Hence your and assertions here and there in- 
attachment to that base and frau- troduced, a decided leaning to- 
dulent thing, which the people of wards every thing aristocratical in 
Paisley so decidedly reprobate, the extreme. I will insert, before 
and the miseries produced by I proceed further, the whole of 
which are now manifest to the this speech. It relates, as I said , 
whole world. before, to all manner of things;’ 

So much for your opposition to but there are parts of it, which, as 
this petition. I shall now advert discovering your ultimate views, 
to your speech of the 8th of April, are worthy of attention. 

on the subject of the Corn-bill ; 

or, rather, on all manner of sub- sir p BurdM said that he<]i ff ered 
jects, mixed up, higgledy-piggledy, from the Right lion.Gentleman op- 

t * * 
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posite, inasmuch as he (Sir F. B‘.) 
inewof subject more likely to 
receive advantage from discussion 
tbarr that which at present occupied 
the attention of the House. It was 
a subject which required to be.dis-r 
cussed, and he should think the dis- 
cussion, which had already, taken 
place, as well as that which he hoped 
would hereafter ensue, profitably be- 
stowed. The observations which he 
felt it his duty to offer to the House 
should be divested of all angry ani- 
madversions, or insinuations against 
the measures or motives of certain 
classes of people— topics which he 
thought it would be wisdom in all 
to avoid. — (Hear, hear.) As a Gen- 
tleman of landed estates , in the coun- 
try^ 'could he think with those who 
opposed the present motion, that it 
was likely to be detrimental to the 
landed interests of the .country, he 
would have a direct interest in giving 
them that support in their resistance 
to the measure, which would at the 
same time enable him to preserve his 
own station in the country. But he 
was-satisfied thaUhe true means by 
which to maintain that station was, 
to uphold the common advantage of 
society. He (SirF. B.) .found him-' 
self in this novel predicament, that he 
was about to vote for a motion with- 
out participating in the feelings, the 
views, or the expectations of the 
Hon. Gentleman w'ho brought the 
measure forward. He did not think 
that- the measure now urged would 
lead to the results which the Hon. 
Mover wished to attain, or which the 
opponents- of the measure apprehended. 
But he would support the motion on 
different grounds-— he would vote for 
it, because he was persuaded that the 
interests of the land and the general 
interests of the country were one 
and. the same,, and .that they did not 
consist in the objects which the Hon. 
Gent, wished- to see effected. With 
respect to an allusion made by a 
Noble Lord, who had spoken with 
so much eloquence, and with a spirit 
of patriotism so apparent and so cre- 
ditable to his heart, although he (Sir 


F. Burdett) could adt 
his views, or think that his 
ment had directed him to a right* 
conclusion, yet' he coiiM not ; irtfjK 
admiring the spirit from which. his, 
arguments proceeded. The Hod. 
Member, who seconded the 'Resdlu^ 
tion, had urged one or two argtf- 
ments in which he (Sir F. Burdett) 
fully concurred, and he had rteli&F 
upon another position, from whieh.her 
dissented. He agreed with that 
Hon. Member that the welfare of* 
society was to be promoted, not by . 
employing a great number of bands 
to produce what would, after all, be r 
a small supply for the consumption/ 
of the whole people : but by creating 
a large produce by the skilful tor 
well-directed application of the labour * 
of a few. There were many who 
thought it a matter of discredit and* 
reflection upon the agricultural por- 
tion of the community, that they 
were less numerically important than ' 
the, manufacturing classes;, but he- 
agreed with the Hon. Gentleman 
who seconded the Resolution, that,* 
on the contrary, it was a subject of 
great praise and honour of the agri- 
cultural body, that so comparatively 
insignificant a portion of the population? 
in point of numbers, were able, by the 
aid of well-regulated industry, to 
produce a supply sufficient to sos-' 
tain the entire community in a state of 
prosperity and abundance— for such, 
notwithstanding the impediments occa- • 
sioned by partial and adventitious visitor 
turns, was the general condition of the 
people of this country. This- result of 
the labours of the agriculture classes^ 
exhibited, a spectacle not equalled in 
any country in the world* There was- 
no other nation which by a third of 
its population was able to raise a suf- 
ficient supply for the consumption of 
all its inhabitants: yet this was the 
effect of the labours of the English 
agriculturists; four millions of the'* 
people being .engaged in that occu- , 
pation, while six millions were em- 
plpyed in manufactures, and two itiil^ 
lions devoted themselves to the learned' 
prtfessionsundscie’atyic pursuits. This 
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v cffewnstance gave tb ttiis dcmntry a mother part eftftevTO^. Whatwwi 
k syperiorityover any other nation in; this owing to but the trrmerm futufc 

Jl” Bbirope. In France, for instance, whose supplied by the' agricultural' interest 

^ population amounted to 30 millions, That was 'the source cf 'all. The ktttJ# 

i fiurjifths ofthutnumberwere employed rest of that cilssj whenwell oontt^- 

0, tit agriculture, and the remaining Jiflh dcred, will be found to be the intercs? 

g. composed the manufacturing classes, of every other class ofthe community,' 

1. iThe redundancy of the agricultural and of the labouring class, as much* 

t) population, and the small division of as it was of the rest.— (Hear, hear.y - 

i property in that country, created a His Hon. Friend near hint had sakf 

I consumption as rapid as the supply, among other things, that there might 

I and the necessary consequence was, be great misapplication of capital; 

that the manufacturers were poorand that Snowdon might be cultivated’. It* 
insignificant in number. The manu- might ; and it would be*a great misw^ 
facturer could not be rich unless the fortune that it should ; because'how" 
agriculturist was .rich too,, and the could it be done but by such ^ ihis* 
agriculturist could not be rich unless application of capital — such *im- 
ar great return was made to the ma- mense labour and increase of num*‘ 
nufacturer for his produce. It seemed bers, that though you would posU- 
to him that this was the;triie state of tively augment the gross produce; 
the question. To say manufactures still you would add so many more to 
were cheap, was the same as saying partake of that produce, that the pro- 
corn was dear. It was giving a large portion between th e gross prod ttceand '' 
quantity of manufactures in exchange the whole population, would be in a 
for a small quantity of agricultural more disadvantageous ratio than if' 
produce. Tne manufacturer; and the mountain remained an unculti- 
agricnlturist must flourish and fall vated spot. What was the wealth of a* 
together. In proportion as the ma- country ? The proportion, between its . 
nutacturefs ingenuity could make re- numbers and produce . It was that 4 
turns to the agriculturist for his which gave a greater or less share 'to J 
produce, both would be richeT, every individual. A country with a* ■ 
and the mercantile interest would small population, ;but much grdssv 
also prosper in proportion ; be- produce, might be lliree times as right' 
cause ihe consignment of the mer- as another country with four times 
chant depended on the quantity of the population. It was the great- 
manufacturing surplus. It was a abundance of surplus produce which v 
great mistake to think there could be created wealth and prosperity* Had 
any separation of interests; they France only hue- half her population^ 
must flourish all together, and the she would be as rich again as Eng*- 
foundation of the whole was the agri- land; but she had an immense* 
cultural interest of the country ; for population, together with* a system 
without agricultural produce there of law, which went to cut up the 
could be no manufacturing produce, roots of prosperity for ever; which' 
and no great mercantile concerns prevented’ the possibility of 
either. He would ask the men of cumulation of property -which was the 
the learned professions and the men real source ami precursor of iill the 
of science, who were so largely re- rest of the wealth of the «country* 
raunerated, to cast their eyes abroad It had been said, that people were 
and- see in how smull a proportion, to ted with ’ that which wus their destruc- 
what was the case in this country, tion. It seemed so in France, fir' 
men of the learned professions, or there the greatest madness had 1 been 
what was called the unproductive shown in opposition to a law, which ■ 
classes of society — though they even if passed, would take n longtime 
were often, too, the ornaments of to restore “her to a state of conrpetent ’• 
society— were remunerated in any wealth.- .Gentlemen said, that the ' 
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people of that country were well off. 
It was impossible . Lopk at the laws 
of that country ; it did not require to 
go to France to know that every ge- 
neration had become still poorer than 
the generation which preceded it,— 
C Hear, hear.) It was to him clear as 
aaylight, that France was a country in 
a deteriorated slate from what it was , 
from the various operations of the law 
from the impossibility of accumul 
tion ever taking plade again — the 
country had, from day to day, been 
growing poorer and poorer and more 
and more impotent. — (Hear, hear.) 
*He could not agree that the Corn- 
Laws had injured the working popu- 
lation of the country, on account of 
keeping up the high price of bread. To 
* the labouring class of the community 
the price of any article was compara- 
tively matter of indifference, but it was 
of some importance, to those who 
employed the labourer. It was of 
importance to the master manufac- 
turer. Though he wished cheap 
bread, yet he wanted remunerating 
prices, lie complained as much as 
any of }ow prices. Look into the ac- 
counts from Glasgow, Paisley, and 
all parts of the country, and it would 
be seen that the stagnation of trade 
was attributed to low prices. That 
was the universal complaint, and 
the manufacturers, therefore, did 
not come with a good grace to complain 
(ff the price of agricultural produce. 
It was of no consequence to the la- 
bourers what was the price of the 
-food they consumed. Tnat depended 
solely on the state of the currency 
Gentlemen talked of liberal wages. 
There was no such thing. Indivi- 
duals might be liberal, but there 
was but one reasonable and just 
mode of carrying on trade, and 
that was, carrying it on tor the 
benefit of the individual concerned. 
This question was relieved, as it 
was to be relieved, of ail those to- 
pics with respect to the labouring 
classes. It affected npt the labouring 
classes; they were affected by differ- 
ent causes, and as far as they were 
concerned, it was of no importance 


which way the question) was deteiv 
mined. They seemed also themselves 
to be tolerably well aware of it. 
had observed a petition presented to 
the House, from a melancholy dis- 
tressed district, Blackburn, that they 
mentioned the high price, of corn 
only incidentally, hut the gravamen’ 
of their complaint was the introduc- 
tion of the power looms. This is what 
they petitioned against. The high) 
price of corn was merely thrown in 
incidentally, whilst their complaints 
were directed against the power loom,, 
by which a girl or a boy might do . . 
that which, in ordinary machinery, 
required a number of hands to per-, 
form. This was a hardship pro-, 
duced by the natural progress of 
society ; yet it was a benefit in the 
end, to every one, and an incalculable 
benefit to the community at large. 
What was it but improved machi-, 
ricry, from time to lime, which had 
raised the wealth of this country to its 
present height ? To legislate on such 
a motive would be utterly subversive 
of all improvement and prosperity. 
The Hon. Gentleman brought for- 
ward this motion, and those who sup- 
ported him, fancied the Corn- Laws 
tended to make corn dear. He asserted 
it had no such effect. Tacts were uni- . 
formly against the theory. First, 
as to what was stated by the Hon. 
Gentleman who had brought forward 
the motion. He had said that not only 
we were distressed from the Corn- 
Laws, hut that all those other coun- 
tries where a totally opposite state 
of things existed — where corn was 
so cheap — where there was such 
abundanceof superfluous food— there 
the people were in the greatest pos- 
sible distress. — (Hear, hear.) That 
fact showed that there was no con- 
nexion between the one case and 
the other, and that distress might 
exist both with an abundance and a 
scarcity of corn. The country gen- ' 
tlemen were under a very great error. 
If he believed with them, that agri- 
culture demanded the support of 
these laws, or any other measure,* 
necessary for the purpose, he should 
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say fifainly/as a landed man, that he 
Shdyld tiling it his duty to maintain his 
interest and thab^ody amongst which 
ne happened to be placed ; but he had 
also the consolation of having farmed 
an opinion which he could not main- 
tain without maintaining the interest 
of ; every other class of society. Gen- 
tlemen would call to mind that, dur- 
ing all the time of the most flourish- 
ing agricultural condition of this 
country-during all the period of 
mgh prices— there was constantly a 
large importation of corn. He col- 
lected from that fact that there must 
be something wrong in the theory 
which said that the importation of 
com necessarily produced low prices. 

* or . tWe «ty years previous to the 
passing of the Corn-Laws, there was 
mk^£ anmiaI “nportation of Corn. 

-ine Honourable Baronet was then 1 

proceeding to make some obser- ( 
rations on free trade , when there 
were loud cries of “question, ones - 1 
Um. He concluded by expressing , 
his opinion of the great advantage 
which would be derived if a free trade 1 
w corn were established: , 


This is the speech ; and now for 
an endeavour to understand it. 
You say that you do not agree that 
the Corn-Laws have injured the, 
working population of the coun- 
ty, by keeping up the high price 
of bread. And you further say, 
that the manufacturers do not come 
with a good grace to complain of 
high price of bread, at the 
same time that they complain of a 
stagnation of trade. Indeed ! 
What bad grace is there in their 
making both these complaints at 
thesame time! It appears to my ; 

plain understanding, that nothing l 


be can be more compatible than |>ro- 
ich visions too dear, and too little 
iad trade. If provisions be so dear 
in- tt] at the goods cannot be made at 
5St a low price, and that thus the" 

ir- "mrket for goods be lost, what can 
h- be more reasonable than to com- 
plain of the high price of food 
a and of the stagnation of trade? 

ft The fault, say you, is not the high 

ry price of food: The fault is, you’. 
“ f sa J. »n “ the state of the curreneg " 
ie What, the state of the currency ? 

® Why, then, do you blame the 
n manufacturers of Paisley for 
- complaining of this unsettled cur- 
rency? They tell you, that bank- 
S ruptcies, misery, and starvation, 

« ar e produced by the paper-money, 
by a fluctuating currency ; they 
tell you that one-third of their 
r working people have been thrown 
• .out of employment by the witb- 

l drawing of the base paper-money. 

; You reprobate their petition ; you 
say that their premises are false: 
but now, in answer to the com- 
plaints of other manufacturers, 'on 
the score of the Corn Bill, you 
tell them that it signifies not to the 
labourers what the price of food 
may be, and that that is a matter 
depending “ solely upon the state 
I °f the currency”! So that none 
of these unfortunate men can 
please yon : if they complain of 
the effects of an everlastingly- 
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ctapgw oweu$y* yon tettdhera 
jthat their premises are false; and 
if . they complain that they are 
norapeliedto eat dear bread/ while 
their wages are law on .account of 
O stagnation of trade, you hid theta 
hold their peace. .You say they 
cone with a had grace to com- 
plain of the Corn ^ yon say 

that it* is no matter to them what 
price ..provisions are at, and that 
all they have to look to is the 
<c state of the < currency” l 
, In another part of this exr 
traordinarily rambling harangue, 
you have thought it good to 
hash up a stale dish of the 
Edinburgh Review to give us 
a, sort of feelosophical dis- 
sertation on the benefits arising 
to a nation from the raising of a 
great produce with, a few hands. 
fins is a favourite doctrine with 
all those who regard the people as 
cattle. Lshall not enter much here 
into this new system of Malthusian 
philosophy, af which I showed the 
thlsehoQd,wheu it first came forth ; 
but J shall just ' take an assertion of 
ypur’s, introduced into this piece 
of , purloined philosophy. After 
Oxtolling the benefits to be derived 
ftorn this , great produce arising, 
out of the labour of .a few, you. 
proceed thus,:^- u We.areable, by 
“ th^;aid,of well-regulated indits- 
(produce, a .^upply^suffi^ 


?< eient to s tain tbe enfire^^ 
“ ntuotty tn a-stete of p r osp er ity 
u and abundance ; for such, nab 
«* withstanding the impedimeirts 
“occasioned by .partial and ad* 
“ ventitious visitations, was Hte 
“ general condition of the people 
“ of this country.” 

I know very well What appella* 
tion this assertion deserves ; hilt; 
suffice it to say, that it never could 
have proceeded hut flam igno* 
ranee the most profound, or front 
callousness of heart :the most com- 
plete. What do you mean % ad 
ventitious visitations 1 What vi$it*» 
ation has this kingdom had, during 
the last eleven years y during wbieh 
time it has been in profound peace 
with all the world f" It has had 
no bad harvest except one, and 
that produced no high price ? of 
corn ; it has had no -short crop :rM 
has had no civil war*; it hasradt 
known what pestilence was. x ®et, 
thousands upon thousands have 
died with starvation within * this 
kingdom, .Four real famines bw 
taken place in certain districts of 
the kingdom . There - is one such 

famine before; your eyes -at ? .tbi% 
moment ; and yet you boast of th$ 
system which you say gives us. 
general prosperity and abundant 
The visitations which wehave 
have arisen out?of the changosiQ 
that base paperrmwu^, cfpn 
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(j l^.wiwsepvemiseayour assert to. 

it bolaiae* You affect, to ridicule 

A tfcerpeople of France,* because 

i they have shown a strenuous op- 

k position la measures leading to 

fit draw property, into » great masses. 

Of this ridicule, I shall say little 
It ipera at, present; but I beg. you to 
it, observe, that during these same 

iU eleven, years* there have been no 

» visitations in France, no periodi- 

» cal seasons of starvation, no grants 

«• of money from the Treasury, no 

& subscriptions, no miserable contri- 

it v^nces to save from dying with 

ilg' hunger the wretched people, 

ieb plunged into misery by the system 

w which you endeavour to uphold. 

d This being notoriously the case, 

d common decency ought to have 

of restrained you from taking upon 

: i you to predict that thp people of 

ml Fiance could never .again be 

i hftppy, unless they returned -to 

* that system, of a “regiment,” of 

* which system yon formerly spoke 

* with such decided reprobation. 

i But, as to. the fact which you 
\ assert, that the “ entire commu- 

1 “ ntty : in, this country is sustained 

1 “.in a state* ef prosperity and 

“ abundance/’ and that* that is the 
general condition of tbe people in 
this country ; as to this fact, no 
Mini8ter, no one belonging to the 
raiment, notone man of all those 


of the people ever put forward an 
assertion more destitute of truth, 
more unfeeling and profligate* I£ 
the present- general condition of 
the people be*uch as you approve 
of, such as you likes to behold* 
such as you think reflects* honour 
on the country-gentlemen,. as you 
say it does; if this be the case* 
you are the most hard-hearted 
man that ever breathed the breath 
of life; for . 1 am sincerely per- 
suaded that there is not one of 
those placemen whom you reviled 
for so many years, who dotes. not 
deeply lament the present state of 
impoverishment and degradation 
of the main body of the people. 

You who among other changes* 
have become t and, as I understand, 
at your own solicitation, a justice 
of peace for the county of Berks; 
in this capacity, if you fill it as 
you ought to do, you must know 
the wretched state of the labouring., 
people in that county, and- yoitr 
must know the change which haw 
taken place in that state withinihe 
last five and thirty years* You. 
must-know that, in the year one- 
thousand seven hundred and sine-*- 
ty , the justices of the peace made 
a scale, 'according to which* the, 
labourers were to be maintained^; 
that the scale expressed the quan- 
tity of bread that each person .was 
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fo receive in a week ; and you 
nmst know that the justices of the 
peace for that county have now 
fixed an allowance of just half the 
Amount, half the weight of bread, 
which was allowed, in 1790. You 
must know, too, that those justices 
flow allow, to the labouring man 
who is at work on the parish ac- 
count, not so much by one fourth 
as they allow to convicts in the jails 
of that county. These facts you 
must know. You must know, that 
these poor creatures make one half 
“ entire ” community as you call 
it, in Berkshire, where you have 
large estates. You must know 
this ; you must know, that this is 
the general state of the labourers 
x of that county ; and yet, you stand 
lip in Parliament and assert, that 
a state of prosperity and abund- 
ance is now the general condition 
of the people of this country. 

% You have great estates in Wilt- 
shire, where, according to the' pub- 
lished statement of your eulogist, 
Mr. William Frend, you have 
changed great numbers of life- 
holders into rack-renters ; or rather, 
have made them no renters at all, 
but, by taking from "them their 
share in those small properties 
fahich you look upon as being so 
injurious in France, you haye re- 
duced them, in all likelihood, to 
paupers. Evidence, taken before 
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Committees of die Hottse of C6fxi-i 
mons, tells iis that the labourers 
of Wiltshire formerly had bread, 
meat and cheese to eat ; and it 
tells us that they have now potatoes, 
arid nothing but potatoes for 
dinner as well' as. for breakfast, 
carried to them, even in the field. 
Why, you must know the state in 
which these people live; you can- 
not be ignorant of their state; you 
have seen these reports and evi- 
dence as we^ll as I ; and yet, you 
assert that the state of this whole 
community is that of prosperity 
and abundance, and that this is 
the general condition of the people 
of this kingdom. 

You were a member of Parlia- 
ment in the year 1821. You saw, 
or you ought to have seen, what is 
called an agricultural report, 
made to the House of Commons 
in that year. In the evidence at- 
tached to that report you saw the 
clearest proof that the wages of 
labour, compared with the price 
of food, had fallen off one half in 
the course of thirty years. Vou 
saw several witnesses bearing 
testimony to the constantly in- 
creasing misery of the labouring 
classes. You saw Mr. Etlmau 
the elder expressly state that for- 
ty-five years ago every man in his 
parish brewed his own beer, and 
that now not a man did it. Was 
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there not matter here for you, the 
friend of the people, to make a 
subject of inquiry and discussion ? 
Did you ever do it 1 Not a word 
did the interesting statement ever 
draw from your lips. Your tender 
heart was taken up with anxiety 
about the backs of those soldiers, 
who had voluntarily subjected 
themselves to that species of dis- 
cipline, and whose backs were well 
clothed, and whose bellies were 
well filled. You can coolly, as a 
magistrate of Berkshire, allot to 
the poor labouring man less than 
jail-allowance, while you see the 
lowest of common soldiers receiv- 
ing seven shillings and seven- 
pence a week, together with cloth- 
ing, fuel, candle and lodging; and, 
while all this is notorious, you talk 
as coolly about the prosperity 
and abundance in which the peo- 
ple live, as if they were feeding 
and were dressed like the people 
of Pennsylvania or Connecticut ; 
and you even boast of the specta- 
cle which this country now presents 
to the world. Your doctrine, rela- 
tive to the benefit of small num- 
bers and great produce, would be 
curious if we could not at once 
trace it to the Scotch and the Mal- 
thus school. You seem to have 
been so full of the doctrines of 
Malthus, that you went out of your 
way to preach them to that extent 


that the House at last silenced 
you by the cries of “ question, 
question." Enamoured with this 
doctrine, fearing apparently that 
the mouths would at last want to 
participate in the food, and that a 
time might come when English 
labourers might not be content to 
live on potatoes and potatoes 
alone, you take this opportunity 
of censuring the people of France 
for their having exulted at the de- 
fect of a project, which, as you 
'say, would have caused a “ surplus 
produce " and an “ accumulation of 
property ” You begin by asking 
u what is the wealth of a coun- 
try ? ” And then you tell us, that 
it consists of an “ accumulation of 
property,” and that this is to take 
place by the people, who cultivate 
the land, rearing a great deal more 
than they themselves consume. 
That is to say, your notion of na- 
tional wealth is, that those who till 
the earth ought to consume very 
little of the fruit, but ought to let . 
it go and accumulate in the hands 
of others. This is your notion of 
national wealth. And therefore 
it is not surprising that you should^ 
condemn the people of France- 
who havje prevented the passing of 
a law which had a tendency to 
prevent such transfer and accu- 
mulation. Then comes your mon- 
strous assertion, that if France hqd 
O 
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pnly one half ♦ of f her '.population, that, you know it to beimpassjhJe* . 
she would, be as riehagain as Thisis a strange way df maintain- 


England. ; This is precisely the 
doctrine of the Edinburgh Review-, 
era and of the Encyclopaedia Bri- 
tannica,, improved upon by the 
beast Westminster rump,, .and 
promulgated by its beastly agent, 
: Carlile, who have, altogether, and 
by their joint efforts, now C 9 vered 
the English press with infamy 
•everlasting, by patting foTth re- 
cipes for the prevention of breed- 
ing, the most obscene that ever 
* polluted paper and print. I do 
•not wish to be thought to suppose 
that you approve of these atroci- 
ous publications ; but, to this your 
doctrines tend. You think the 
.people too numerous. You would 
t prevent, their increase. You would 
diminish their numbers, and the 
Rump and Carlile show us the 
beastly means. 

Now, 1 am of a directly opposite 
opinion. N The less one man works 
for another man, the better is the 
&ate of society ; and have we not 
experience to prove to us that this 
is the fact? We. hear of no star#! 
ovation m France. You, indeed, 
“tell us that the people there have 
grown poorer and poorer, and that 
you know this without going to 

* France to see the proof of it. You 

• tell us that it is said, that the peo- 
ple. of France are i cell off; but 


ing an argument ; but you are re- 
solved that, unless itheiaany wor^ 
for the benefit of the few,:ali-shall 
be misery and impotence. 

The precise nature of ibe*kw 
which has been rejeeted'in France> 

I know not ; but this I know, £bat 
the people regarded at as a step 
towards a return to that -which 
would cause a smaller number 
of proprietors, and cause that acr 
cumulation of property for which 
you are so strenuous an advo- 
cate, You seem to have forgotten 
that there was. another country, in 
which this accumulation is like- 
wise provided against. You seem 
to have forgotten that the state of 
America gave a flat denial to aU 
your doctrine. If accumulations 
of property take place there, and 
take place they will there* and in 
France, to a great extent* in spite 
of all laws to prevent them ; if 
accumulations of ' property take 
place in America, they are riot 
produced, as they are here, by the 
fruit of the labours of one man 
being transferred »to another > dor 
there the labouring man Jives e* 
well as the proprietor of the soil 
himself does. 

What is this notion: ofyour’s, 
that you double the riches of a 

country by go Wing rid of one half 


Digitized by Google 


m 

ofcherpeople ITherei&soraething 
monstrous in ,the very -sound of 
it. * Until these tlajs, kings and 
princes estimated 'the 'greatness of 
■their country by the. number ofdts 
people. If* a given quantity -of 
food be-raised* and a large par* of 
the -people be' compelled: to dive 
ppon potatoes, while thegood food 
** taken away and * given to those 
Jtfho tdo =00! work, dio'w ean the 
wealth of the nation be thereby 
augmented ? Is not the nation a 
greater nation, ifthelbodbe, pretty 
equally distributed amongst ten 
millions of men,, than* it would be 
if the .ten, millions, werer redueed 
to -five, and if -the half of ?therri 
lived upon potatoes and gave up 
all the good food tp the rest? The 

struggle between the people and 
the-governraent of France has been 
this. The land is in numerous 
hands, and the people wish* it* do 
remain. thus instead of being put 
into fewer hands ; and you call 
the, people of France mad, on ac- 
count of this ibeir desire ; you 

call them mad because they wish 
to. prevent a comparatively smalt 
number ofmen from drawing pro- 
perty into large masses, and from 
being the masters of alldhe rest. 

The absurdities and inconsist- 
encies of, .this rambling harangue 
are without end. You *say, in one 
place, that manufacturing ma- 


ehinery ir an iocaleulable tbe&ftgf : 
to ?the country, mid . thaf ‘Sjt da 
“ that which has raised the>weahh 
“ of the country tQ jts present 

“ height/* In another part of j-oufc 

speech, you say, that it is “dbe 
“ immense funds supplied' by the 
“ agricultural interest,' which is 
“ the r, source of all our wefclth.^ 
So that here are two sources* each 
of which is the cause of all ^ 
wealth. However, to.mdtfcfe all 
the absurdities and contradiction* 
in this speech, is -much more itharf 
I have leisure to do at present* 
Your main .object seems to have 
been to cause 'it to be believed, if 
possible, that the people were 
quite well enough, off ; and that it 
was an error to suppose that they 
could derive any benefit from an 
abolition of the Corn-Laws. Ytuf 
positively denied that those laws 
tended to , make corn . dear, -yeo 
denied that the importation. df cetrn 
produced low -prices ; mnd there 
is the fact staring you in the face/ 
that corn has- fallen five shillings 
a ; quarter -in one?week; in conee-* 
quence of a resolution of .the 
House to let in a trifling quantity 
of bonded corn! .You repeatedly 
assert that the i m pdrtation of eortt 
has no effect upon the price. Ybir 
repeatedly assert that to lower the 
price of corn ^Would *be no benefit 
to the , manufacturers • * dr to* : any 
Oi2 
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part of the people. You chop 
about backward and forward a 
good deal, it is true ; but you re- 
turn again and again to the charge, 
that nobody is injured by the high 
price of bread ; and yet, at last, 
when you begin to talk of free 
trade, and are frightened at the 
sound of 44 question , question , 
question” you hastily conclude 
by saying that “ great advantage 
44 would be derived^ from a free 
44 trade in com”! Your ramble 
bad apparently exhausted the pa- 
tience of the House, and you 
finished with a phrase that might 
be a salvo to the whole tenour of 
the speech. 

Twice in the course of this 
speech, you asserted your right, 
as a landed, man, to maintain the 
interest of your cast. In the be- 
ginning of the speech, there are 
these words, 44 As a gentleman of 
44 landed estates in the country, 
44 could he think with those who 
“ opposed the present motion that 
“ it was likely to be detrimental 
u to the landed interest of the 
“ country, he should have a direct 
“ interest in giving them that sup- 
“ port in their resistance, which 
44 would enable him to preserve 
4t his own station in the country.” 
Towards the close of the speech 
we have these words : 44 If he be- 
44 lieved that agriculture demand- 
44 ed the support of these laws, or 


44 any other measure necessary for 
44 the purpose, he should say 
44 plainly, as a landed man, that 
44 he should thiuk it his duty to 
tc maintain his interest and that of 
44 the body amongst which he hap- 
44 pened to be placed.” This doc- 
trine, this political morality, has, 
at any rate, the recommendation 
of novelty. It differs materially 
from the doctrine of your letter to 
the Electors of Westminster id 
1819, when you declared that you 
held your estates as a retaining 
fee for defending the rights and 
liberties of the people. As a mem- 
ber for Westminster, your most 
imperative duty is to defend the 
rights, liberties and properties of 
the people of that city. Out of 
the House, indeed, your own in- 
terests may laudably be the object 
of a great portion of your care'; 
but never did the people of West- 
minster ; never did even the West- 
minster Rump, send you into that 
House to maintain the interest of 
the landlords, or of anybody else 
connected with the land; andtbd 
principle which you have broached 
here, and which was never, I be* 
lieve, broached before, even by 
any member of that House, is a 
principle as destitute of decency, 
and as mischievous in its tendency, 
as any thing ever broached by 
Castlereagh himself. 

I have now done with this 
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speech. For some time I suffered /their good. I khow well that 

‘ ° r 7 ?m . Uhn ° t,Ce ; 1: and I ren(s cannot be paid in anything 
ieason^or do.ng so I Will now like approaching a gold anLlveJ 

f' Ve ‘ * \T tmn !? iendS U was currency, unless there be a law 
. announced to me, by showing me effectually to shut out foreign 

he copy of a letter from under corn ; or, unless the taxes be L 

your own hand, that you were, or duced in amount one-half,- but I 

z i e - f * • ub "f* r “ H " m *• 

md for defraying the expenses and that is a subject upon which 
of my tended election. These you never say a word. Vhe ret 

fnends preva.led upon me to re- sons why you do not I have before 

Jr«n from censor, ng this speech. Slated. I do not wish to deprive ' 
om speaking of it even in the the landlords of rents I know 

manner ,n which they themselves that it is just, and not’ only j U8 7 
spoke. 1 assented to their wishes; but for the good and happiness of 

the’Zn" T V Z raUaCk T n US aI1 > ,hat the landlords should 

was in foe” an^t a,sley ’ w j* ,cb retain their station in society; but, 
was, in lact, an attack unon thns*» if i 0 • * » . • . ^ * 

•which, and for that purpose only, by a tax „n\ l ' 

*■%« -p-L.I»7i“L p : i ’"; f * b re - 

* V‘hat silence, any portion of L£ 

plish m a e n a end"g C r e adfy7ngfo myseTf [ ^ d ° that ’ let ‘ be “ 

This is the t ue cau e ofZf' f W ' th ° Ut ren,s: ° r * at ,ea ^ let 
lay in noticing 6 thhTtbat l ^ ! ec Td T 1 ‘° ^ P ">* 

most unwarrantable speech ; most 0 f the r ° m *“ ‘ he reSt ' 

^ng attack upon every tZ* ° f lhe ~ nit y losing. The 

most dear to the people d Enl 7 ^ ° f “*• a 

land. Your endeavours, be the°y T* T *** imposed on 

as artful and as strenuous as they 1^1°^ 

tend to l8 the pl a ,n state of. the case. If 


Digitized by Google 



To Sdr Fra&ci&' BIjrdett. 


" t ym take off tb£ duty; if yon take 
effthis taxort bread; you prevent 
•jeur - tenants from paying your 
refits; that is to say, unless you 
riuakea sweep at the taxes.: M&ke 
^ sw^ep at the taxes, and ypu will 
Jiave' rents without any tax on 
-bread. The good of taking off 
taxes will be felt by every crea- 
iurein the community: the manu- 
facturer will have wages propor- 
tioned to the price of his food. 
•Skeletons will no longer prowl 
about the fields;, we shall all be 
well off, and all will be harmony 
and happiness. The remedy > is 
therefore with yourselves: you 
«tay apply itWhenever you please: 
apply it, and you have my hearty 
'approbation ami thanks : apply it 
net, and if the last man of you 
gjo to the workhouse, you will go 
there with the scorn and con- 
tempt of 

Wm. oobbett. 

. Pi Sw Siiftje' writing the above, 
I have read the report of the pro- 
ceedings at the Common Council 
in Eortdon, and, in that report, the 
following speech from a Mr. H u n- 
stbr. I beg^you'td look at it, and 
to, reflect^ at 1 the shrrfe tint e, on 
what you have said about that 


Mr. Eimter % in sepportthg . 
motion, said he had received thefolr 
lowing letter from a Manchester mff- 
nnfectufer , on whose veracity hahad 
every confidence : — “ A very worthy 
poor weaver, named Jonathan, ap- 
plied, to his master, about three 
weeks since, begging earnestly for 
work, stating that he was in great 
want, and ' would thankfully do any 
thing, for the means of .supporting 
his existence. His master assured 
hi m he did not wan t any more good^ 
his stock already being very heavy 
without any sale, and that he could 
not give out more work to anyone. 
The man pressed very much, and at 
gth his master said, ‘Well, Jo- 


len 

nathan, if it is absolutely necessary 
for you to weave a piece, to prevent 
you from starving , I will let you have 
it, hut I cannot give you more than 
one shilling for it- (two shillings a 
piece is the regular price), for I really 
do not want any* more goods made 
up for a long time to come.’./-* Let 
me have it master, I beg/ said the 
poor man, ‘whatever you pay rm 
for it ; pray let me have it/ The»pieee 
was given to him to weave, and at the 
end Of two days, hebro light it home, 
and on carrying it to- his master, 
begged of him to give him eighteen- 
pence for it, saying how much He 
was distressed for the money. His 
master paid him the eighteen-pence, 
and the man went away; The master 
feeling very uncomfortable about the 
poor man; and thinking the earnest- 
ness of his manner must arisefrdnt 
excessive want, determined on* fbl- 
lowing him home. He found the 
wife alone in the lower room* mak- 
ing a little* gruel over a poor 
* Well, Mary/ said he,/ where ^Jo- 
nathan ? T — ‘ 6h : , Sir/ said’ She, ‘hVre 
just conae in from your 
being very faint and weary, he^js 
just, gone to lie down in his bed. — 
4 1 think I’ll go upv and ^ee 

Mary,’ said the master; and imme/ 

diately he went up to the upp^r 


abundance and that prosperity, in 
which* as’ you’ assert; tbepeopte ! r®om/whete be^aw-tfee poor -Ha® 

* « ■ i. , r hust m the agpmes (f death, vflthm 

IB thwcounlrylive. [mouth open aridfrisiiandS clenched. 
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'and after a short convtdsSon, he er- 
pircd. The . master was; very much 
distressed, and came down stairs, 
hoping- to be ahle to save '-the* wife, 
who was: in a very emaciated condi- 
tion — she had just poured the gruel 
into a basin* intending to carry it 
up to her husband. The master said, 
Come* Mary, take a little yourself 
first;' — * No, Sir,’ said she,. ‘ not a 
drop will I take, till Jonathan has 
had some. Neither of us have had 
nothing but water within our lips the 
two days we were weaning your pier*, 
and I thought it best to make a little 
gruel for us before we took any thing 
stronger, as it is sq long since we tasted 
food * Finding he could not prevail 
bn her to touch the gruel, he was 
obliged: to tell her that her husband 
was dead. The poorwoman set-down 
the basin of gruel, sa nk on the floor , 
and immediately expired. 1 * 


of the scraps* oftheScotch fealo- 
soty, which regards as wealth tio- 
thing but -property drawn into 
great masses, and which regards 
the working people, not as human 
beings, having alt an equal right 
to that happiness which proceeds 
from an abundance of food and 
raiment ; but as a sort of two-leg* 
ged machines, whose existence at 
all ought not to be deemed of any 
importance except as it may be 
made conducive to the raising of 
taxes and to the drawing of pro- 
perty into those great masses 
which make nobles and country* 


4 


This is, perhaps, only one in- 
stance out of thousands upon 
thousands. The Irish papers tell 
tte that hundreds are starved, ac- 
tually have starved to death within 
tbe$e few- weeks. You assert that 
the people of France cannot be 
Well off,* because there is so great 
a nqmber of small proprietors of 
the land ; 7 and because there are so 
few,* comparatively, of manufac- 
turers.' This shows your supreme 
ignorance of the state of France, 
where the far greater part of the 
manufacturing is carried 'on under 
the same poof > where the tillers of 
tfeejland-live: You seem to have 
wad nothing and to know nothing, 
to lead you to just conclusions 
upomthese subjects. You seemtb 
Collected together & parcel 


gentlemen. 

- It is thought by some naturalists 
that the character of mind, and 
that even the very nature, of cer- 
tain men, undergo a complete 
change at some period of their 
life. One would think that you 
had experienced a change of this 
sort. That fine passage in the 
writings of the eld Chancellor 
Fortescue; that passage, in which| 
he lauds the laws of England* 
.because one effect of them is 
to cause the people “to have 
plenty of fleshy and fish every 
“ where; to be clothed in good 
■“ woollens throughout ; to * have' 

“ good bedding and furniture, • an<& 
that in great store ; to have an 
abundance - of all things con** -• 
ducing to make man's life easy 

1 
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M apd happy this passage of old 
Fortescue, to which I have so of- 
ten referred, was first pointed out 
to me BY YOU, as a contrast to 
the misery experienced by this 
pame English people in the pre- 
sent day. Nay, you once read 
this passage ..yourself, from your 
place in the House of 'Commons, 
just about eight years ago. They 
laughed at you ; but so they did 
when Ogden’s rupture was the 
subject. At that time you deplored 
the misery of the people of Eng- 
land. Nothing was he^rd from 
* your lips but attacks upon the sys- 
tem which had produced that mi- 
sery; but now, when the misery 
is greatly increased, is far greater 
than it was eight years ago ; when 
it notoriously goes on steadily in- 
creasing ; when you see from re- 
turns laid before your own House, 
that the annual convictions at the 
assizes have swelled up, during 
the last twenty years, from two 
thousand to fourteen thousand: 
having all this before your eyes, 
you have now the hardihood to 
state, in that same House of Com- 
mons, that the people.of this coun- 
try, that the “ entire of the com- 
munity ” live in a state of pros- 
perity and abundance, and that 
this is the general condition of the 
people. You call upon the world 
to admire the spectacle which we 


exhibit ; aiid you censure and ri- 
dicule the French people for hair- 
ing successfully resisted a law, 
the natural tendency of which 
was to draw property into great' 
masses. 

Can you bring us from France 
any instances of starvation 1 Can 
you bring us any instances of suf- 
fering from want ? We have had; 
during the last eleven years, four 
famines in the midst of plenty. 
Our churches almost still echo 
with the thanksgivings for a plen* 
ttful harvest. In the midst of this 
plenty, a part of the people are 
actually starving, and a very large 
part indeed are pining in want. 
The system which you admire 
makes a few great proprietors, a 
few great renters, a few gentle- 
men, three times the number of 
small, mock gentlemen, and mil- 
lions of potato-eating slaves. The 
system to which the French peor 
pie are attached is that which se- 
cures to the millions, something 
like ownership in the soil. Scarce- 
ly any labourer in France is solely 
dependent on wages. The iar 
greater part are more or less of 
proprietors, each of them ; ha$ 
something of a store in bis cottage 
Is not this better than to see a 
swarm of miserable hirelings, who 
are constantly in debt, to the vil- 
lage shop, whose harvest wages 
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ate mortgaged beforehand 5 who I wealth formerly existed here and 
hate no cow, pig, hen, sheaf of in great abundance : taxes and 
corn, bundled flavor lot of wool, paper-money have converted this 
nothing in the granary; .not a wealth into fine carriages and 
ferthings worth of any thing that horses, and all the other showy 
is not doled out of a Saturday things belonging to this false and 
night from the haughty bull-frog, wicked system. The working peo- 
or from the grinding overseer? The pie having been beggared by this 
whole body of labourers in this system. The poor-rates have come 
kingdom are constantly in debt ; I in order to prevent themfrom com- 
thefrs, like all the dealers’ and all mining deeds of desperation! 
themamifapturers’ and the Govern- These are swelled up to an enor- 
ment s itself, is a miserable system mous sum annually. Turn this 
of anticipation. A single day’s annual sura into a principal of 
illness with the father of the family thirty years* purchase, and you 
makes the whole family paupers, will find it amount to more than 
You know nothing of France, if two hundred millions of pounds 
you do not know that the state of sterling. This is a debt , in fact, 
the working people there is the re- contracted by the system; con- 
verse of this; and yet you ridicule tracted with tffe working classes, 
them because they seem deter- to pay them for the food and the 
mined not to exchange their sys- clothing and the fuel and the lodg- 
tem for ours. When you talk of mg, which the system has taken 
national wealth, you leave the away by taxes and paper-money, 
great mass of the people out of the This is the true view of the mat- 
question, You can see no wealth ter; and while this is as clear as 
that is not visible in fine houses, daylight t# every man of common 
fine roads, immense warehouses, sense, you talk about the“na- 
manufactories like palaces, sol- 1 tional wealth," created by this 
(tiers covered-with gold aud silver I “ accumulation of property ” 

lace and prancing about upon Look at this debt of more than two 
Horses as fat as ortolans. .You , , , 

forget that every labouring man m,ll,Gns ’ contracted ia 

makes a part ot the nation, and ° rder <0 keep . a half - starvin g peo- 
foat his cow; bis hens, bis good This is your national 

warm clothing and bedding make wealth. You have no other that 
tm of the national wealth. Such you can point out, ify Q u were to ' 
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To Sifc FAanOis HOrdett. 


rant “arid bawl away te the end of 
y our life; , 

But, what do we want more 
than the subscription now going 
on in* London ? There is the law ; 
a law which effectually provides 
that all necessitous persons shall 
be relieved by assessments upon 
the land. There is the law autho- 
rizing, and, inddfed, compelling the 
overseers, and the magistrates, to 
provide necessaries for all persons 
in want, if this law be enforced, 
how comes starvation to exist in 
England ? K this law cannot be 
enforced ; if we be come to this 
pass ; if even the land itself can- 
not supply necessaries to the in- 
digent; is it not to be presumptu- 
ous beyond adecpiate description 
to applaud this state of things ; 
to cry up this system, and to cen- 
sure the people' of France because 
they resolutely set their faces 
against ljie first dawn of efforts 
making an approach towards this 
isame system? What are the over- 
seers and the magistrates in Lanca- 
shire and Yorkshire about 1 Where 
is the law of the land ? Why, the 
distress is so great and so gene* 
ral, that even this, law & unavail- 
ing, and poor Jonathan and his 
wife, and ten thousands of others, 
must perish in the face of that 
law "which Blackstone says se- 
cnrety provides ter the preventing 


of any man from -suffering from 
want. 

Nbw, Sir, when you hkve re- 
flected on all this, muster up, if 
you can, when the occasion serves, 
to repeat your rambling, slap^ 
dash, aristocratical assertions. 
We gather this from your ram* 
bles, namely, that you anxiously 
wish the present system to re* 
main unshaken : this is what we 
gather, and especially from your 
attack on the Paisley petition ; 
and, I Venture to predict that the 
result, and that at no very distant 
day, will disappoint all yourhopes 
and expectations, and will give 
you a source of mortification to 
the end of your life. You are noW 
an openly-declared man of the 
system ; with . that system yOti 
must stand ; or, with'it, you must 
sink into disgrace and finally iritd 
oblivion. 


1 take the following sensible fet* 
ter frpm. the Morning IlenMoi 
the 5th of this month l I insert^ 
as worthy the : attention of 'my 

readers*, - -.4 * 

, , .•* 

To the Editor of the Morninff m 
. Herald ... - • 

Sir — W hen ’ we consider ;th*MM* 
tore pf the measure brought forward 
by the Government for tne relief o* 
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thecounfcry, which' to authorized 
the admission of foreign corn into 
our markets, on paying of certain 
duties, we should almost be justified 
m concluding that the Government, 
instead of desiring to assuage our 
distresses, was studious only of the 
means of laying fresh burdens upon 
a-, starving people. X think l have ' 
shown, in my letter to you of the 3d 
inst., that the admission of foreign 
corn, unaccompanied by a repeal of 
t^es on agriculture, would have the 
effect of levying, in the shape of du- 
ties, an additional tax upon the com- 
munity. L will now make a short 
. remark as to the amount of such 
tex. It is stated, in’ your paper of 
the 3d,' that the quantity of wheat 
and wheat-flour in bond is estimated 
at 333,891 quarters. This quan- 
tity, though sufficient only for two 
or three days' consumption for the I 
emmoy, would, on its admission, . 
take from the people, in duties, the * 

sum of 172,080/., exclusively ofwhat I 

would he raised by the duties on 
barley, oats, beans, rye, peas, and 
meal, making in all, probably, two F 
dr three times that amount. This, F 
1 hope, is pretty well to begin with. 
Now, though it is sufficiently clear _ 
that the °bject of laying any duty at F 
all, in the* present instance, oirthe F 
bonded corn, is to prevent the im- 
porter from obtaining any unreal 
sonable profit for it in the home F 

mavL-af ,,* 4 - .i 


■nefit of the present measure. Should 
this plan, however, be rejected, it is 
clear that the amount belongs in 
J uetice to the landed i n terest : irr- 
vvho?e favour, therefore, some tax. , fa 
the amount of the proceed* of those 
duties should be repealed.— I am; Sir 
your most obedient-servant, 9 

.... H. Jsssup Wright*, 

•Snmmpi near Reading' 

May 5, 1826. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS 

Received Is* May , 1826. 


— rr — in me Home 

market, yet surely there can he no 
mason why the proceeds of the du- 
ties should be appropriated, by the 
Government to itself; since there-; 
her to be afforded to the manufac- 
teer isr to be given at the expense, 
oi the landed interest. , 

What I would recommend, there* 
tore, in order to render the proposed 
- measure truly efficient, would be*; to 
cause the amount of the duties deri- 
vable from the admission of the 
bonded corn into out market to be 
distributed to the poor, suffering 
weavers, who may otherwise, from 
aWantofthu ability to purchase, be- 
withheld from deriving the; full be- j 


2 From Leeds— by Mr. Mann. } 
l Fron t a few friends at Acton. 

‘ Fr iT Cambridge— by Mr. John, 
j Headly, Staplelord. 

, From Wiltshire. 

, From Coventry— by Mr. Hick-' 
From Newark. 

Fr °' n Norfolk and Norwich— bv 
Mr. Geo. Wright, * 

From Garratt; near Manchester— . 
by Mr. Whitworth. 

From Rochdalerr-by Mft,. Chad*, 
wick and Mr. Coomb.. 

From some friends in Yorkshij#-^ 
by John Foster, Esq. 

From a.few friends at Fyfieid^l 
From Walton, Norfolk* 

In the list of collections received. 1 
on the 6th April, the name of Mr,, 
Thomas Snuttof of. Liverpool^ waa 
accidentally ©milled* , 
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Average Prices of CORN through- 


House of Commons are in substance 
as follows: — 1st, That all foreign 
Corn, bonded prior to the 2d of this x 


out England, for the week end- ,> nonth > is t0 be liberated for home 
ing April 29. consumption at a duty, on Wheat, 

Per Quarter . of 12s * > Beans > Pease, and Rye, 8s.; 

s. rf. s. d. Barley, Cs.^ and Oats, 4s. per quar- 

Wheat . . 60 9 Rye . 

Barley . . SI 4 Beans 
Oats .... 24 4 Pease 


Barley ! tl 4 Be^ ! *. 37 8 ter, ,2dly, That Government are to 

Oats .... 24 4 Pease ... 39 5 have a discretionary power, durmg 

the recess of Parliament, of admitting 
Total Quantity of Corn returned as* - 00>000 quarters lnore of f orei g n 

Sold in the Maritime Distncts, for. Corn> without restriction either as 
the Week ended April 29. to price or duty. 

Wheat. . 41^329 | Rye 273 The arrivals of last week were 

Barley . . 15,374 I Beans . . . 3,000 moderate, except of Flour and Oats, 

Oats. .. 29, 031 | Pease... 614 which wefe t0 , erab)y goQ(J This 

, it m 7 t morning the fresh supply of all de- 

Corn Exchange . , Mark Lane. ° J 

scriptions of Com is small. There 
Quantities and Prices of British has been rather more business doing 

Corn, &c. sold and delivered in ; n Wheat trade to-day than oa 
this Market, during the week ended Friday last; at a decline of 4s . t0 5s. 

Saturday , April 29. - per quarter since this day se’nnight. 

\ QtS. £. s. d. *. d. 1 ...CC 1 


Wheat. . 5,679 fo^ 18,338 0 7 Are rage, 64 6 

Barley.. 4,127 . 

. 6,452 10 1., 


Oats.. 12,296 .. 

. 16,251 11 11., 


Rye...., 88 .. 

140 1 6.. 


Beans.. 1,398 . 

...2,719 2 9. 


Pease .. 449 

... 854 16 10., 


Friday, May 5. — The 

arrivals of 


per quarler since this day se’nnight. 
Barley has suffered a reduction of 


26 5 and Pease of both kinds Is. per quar- 
31 la ter' lower than last Monday. The 

38 to * . 

38 0 Oat trade has experienced a check 


all sorts of Grain are good. The un- sales have been made at P er ( l uar ‘ 
expected measure of Government ter less than the quotations of Mon- 
relative to the bonded Corn has da ? last > with rather more business 
completely stagnated the trade, and doin S than on Frida y- There is no , 
Wheat is reported, nominally, 4s. to alteration in the Flour trade. Con- 
55, per quarter lower than Monday sid erable advances have been asked 
last. Barley and Oats are each 2s. on bonded Corn, but no sales can 
per quarter cheaper, with little do- y et be effected, 
ihg. There is no trade for any other — — . 

article. Price of Bread. — The price of the 

Monday, May 8.— The two resolu- 4ib. Loaf is stated at 9 x z d. by the 
tions which last week passed the full-priced Bakers. 
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Price on board Ship as under, 
Ronr per sack ...... 50* 55,. 

' w!. C0 ,!! d £ • • . .42c. — 46». 

N orth Country . . 40 s. — 43 v . 

Acwunt of Wheat, &e. arrived in 
? e M Por ‘ °, f n <lon, from May l 
to May 6, both inclusive. - 
Qrs. 


vcro. 

Wheat. . 5,500 
Barley .. 761 

3,634 

2 at s ....20,272 
Beans . . . 1,999 
Blour.... s,7S0 
Hye .... 


5,500 Tares .... 

761 Linseed..* 
3,634 Rapeseed . 
20,272 Brank . . 
1,299 Mustard.. 
8,7S0 Flax .... 
— Hemp . , . 

QF.A I 


mYZ I ?' 3.— On Saturday 

175 pockets were weighed ; another 
nse in price took place, and the ave- 
rage may now be stated at 10/. to 

in. in. This rise may be in some 

degree attributed to the unfavourable 

t r0m *!? e Potation; the 
{ r ° s F m 8 h J s and cold winds have 
backened the most vigorous bine- 
theplants generally co.Se up U „J£ 
land many, winch at the throwing 
down appeared healthy, are dyinf 
away. I„ some yards the flea ha! 
very much increased. 


Pease. . .*, 3^6 | See^ .*:’.* __ 

F° re, gn._.Wheat, 1,589; Bariev 
200; and Oats, 9,521 quarters? 

from® ,, M , ay 8 ~ The arrivals 
lrom Ireland last week were 831 

firkins of Butter, and 2,242 bales 
of Bacon - and from Foreign Ports 
6,147 casks of Butter. • S 

HOPS. 

Price per Cwt. in the Borough : 

from°Kpm’ 8 — The accounts 

binS h a " d Sussex state the Hop 
juTfrom h rh nS r reCe j ved much in- 
Sse so ! ' ate , fr0St s: in- 

th»rL’ .general is the alarm, 
sarnple s ai !v| l , ) i . ave withdrawn their 
fetch one r, hat are ? n sale readily 
and t(t, f „ Pe , r c CWt ; a ' ,vance for New, 
week The 15s '/ or P ld , since last 
d't, T ne market is now nearly 
beared of New and Yearling Hops/ 

anreofrnu’ Ma 7 4 — The continu- 
nights ^ r weather, with the-frosty 
ti/ ls ? r lrom congenial to the 
5“P P antations ; the bines in many 

p a es ook very baW; there is real 

wcath/r ^ h and the y want war m 
weather. There are now so few 

Wops m thg planters’ hands, that we s 
whichwe r llmg doiD S in ,he -trade, * 

wmch we hear is getting higher. . K 


Smitbfield, Monday, May 8. 

Per Stone of % pounds (alive), 

x, e >■ d. s. d. 

® eef 3 8 to 4 10 

Mutton ... 4 2 — 5 4 

'^ ea ‘ 6 8-6 O 

Pork .... 4 8—5 2 

' Lamb .... 5 6 q 4 

I Beasts... 2,707 I Sheep .. i 8 ,500 
Calves... 163 | Pigs . . . ^ 

Newgate, (same day.) 

Per Stone of 8 pounds (dead). 


Beef .. 
Mutton 
Veal . . , 
Pork . . . 
X^anib . . 


d. St „ d. 
4 to 4 2 
0 — 5 O 
8 — 5 8 
0 — 6 0 
0 — 5 8 


Leadenhall, (same day.) 
Per Stone of 8 pounds {dead). 

_ _ s - d. s. d. 

Beef 8 4 to 4 4 

Mutton ...44 — 5 2 

Veal 3 4 — 5 to 

Pork 4 0 — 5 6 

Lamb .... 4 4 — • 7 0 


COAL MARKET, May 5. 

■Mips at Market. Ships sold. Price. 

m Newcastle. . 33| 265. 0 d. to36s. 6d. 
10 i Sunderland. . 10£ 33 j. 6rf.— 37s. 6d, 
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, POTATOES. 

Sjmtalftelos, 'per To*. 

' Ware £3 10 to G O 

Middlings...... 3 0 — 0 0 

Ghats ^'.2 15 — 0 0 

Common Red.. 0 0 — 0 0 
v Onions, Os. 0 d. -rO s. 0 d. per bush. 

Borough, per Ton . 

Ware ...... £3 10 to 5 10 

Middlings.....^ 0 — 3 0 

Chats... 2 0 — 0 0 

Common Red. .3 0 — 3 10 


HAY and STRAW, per Lo#d. 

Smithjield.—\4wy . . . .YOs. to 90s. 

Straw.. .34s. to _.36$. 
Clover.. 85$. to 110s. 
St. James's . — Hay .... 60s. to 100s. 

Straw . . 33s. to 43$ # 
Clover . ; 70s... to lt)5s. 
Whitechapel.— Hay . . . *. 66s. to 90s. 

Straw.. .36s to 42s. 
Clover.’. 86s.' to 110*. 


COUNTRY CORN MARKETS. 


Hv the Ouarteh,, excepting where otherwise’ named; from Wednesday to 
^ ' Saturday la$t r inclusive. 


TheScOtch Markets are the Returns of the Week befoi'e. 


. Wheat. | 

Barley. 


Oats. | 

..Beans. 

. s. to s. d. 

s. to s. 

!. 

s. to 5 . d. 

s. to s. d. 

56 

62 0 

33 

36 

0 

28 

30 0 

42 

48 0 

58 

64 4 

30 

31 

0 

24 

.28 0 

40 

48 0 

55 

68*0 

28 

30 

0 

23 

28 0 

46 

50 0 

55 

63 -0 

32 

34 

0 

22 

24 0 

46 

48 0 

48 

70 0 

29 

31 

0 

25 

30 0 

34 

38 0 

58 

63 0 

27 

32 

0 

24 

29 0 ' 

4k 

44 0 

'48 

60 0 

29 

35 

0 

26 

30 0 

■46 

52 0 

52 

64 0 

'27 

31 

0 

22 

27 0 

46 

52 0 

60 

70 0 

32 

34 

0 

23 

26 0 

28 

32 0 

54 

60 0 

30 

32 

0 

22 

26 0 

34 

36 0 

0< 

.0 0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 0 

0 

0 0 

57 

73 0 

28 

34 

0 

23 

30 0 

45 

53 0 

50 

55 0 

.23 

25 

0 

17 

20 0 

33 

35 0 

48 

67 0 

24 

34 

0 

20 

30 0 

40 

56 0 

56 

70 0 

0 

0 

0 

24 

28 0 

0 

0 0 

42 

*70 0 

26 

30 

0 

23 

32 0 

42 

50 0 

56 

62 0 

. 28 

30 

0 

23 

26 0 

38 

44 0 

* 58 

0 0 

29 

0 

0 

25 

0 0 

42 

0 0 

61 

75 0 

^26 

32 

0 

19 

27 0 

44 

50 0 

55 

57 0 

'27 

0 

0 

18 

23 0 

24. 

45 0 

52 

66 0 

24 

30 

0 

23 

27 0 

31 

0 0 

66 

0 0 

30 

0 

0 

22 

0 0 

0 

0 0 

'67' 

0 0 

35 

0 

0 

30 

0 0 

0 

0 0 

' C 

0 0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 0 

0 

0 0 

46 

56 0 

25 

34 

0 

22 

28 0 

42 

52 0 

'61 

0 0 

29 

0 

0> 

•0 

0 0 

0 

0 0 

*28 

•33 0 

-20 

25 

0 

18 

22 6 

18 

.20 0 

25 

33 0 

18 

24 

0 

15 

21 6 

.1^19 6. 


Ayleibury • 

.Banbury ...... ... 

Basingstoke ...• 

Bridport.. 

Chelmsford 

Derby..-.. 

Devizes 

Dorchester.. ... . 

Exeter.... ...... 

Eye-.. 

Guildford.... .... 

Henley 

Horneastle.-. . i ... 

Hungerford.... . •• 

Lewes ...... .. . . 

Newbury 

Northampton.. .. 

Nottingham . ... 

Reading-.. 

Stamford 

' Stowmarket .... 

Swansea ..... **.. 

Truro .. . ... .. .. 

Uxbridge * . . 

\V arm ins ter 
Winchester..... .. 

Dalkeith* ...... 

Haduington* . . ... 

♦.Dalkeith and-Hacfdington are given by the boll .—' The Scotch boll for Wheat, 
Rye, Pease, and Beans, is three per cent, more than 4 bushels. The boll of 
♦Barley and. Oats, is about 6 bushels Winchester, nr as 6 to 8 compared tfith the 
'English quarter. 


Pease, 
s. to s« d. 


0 0 
0 0 
00 
0 0 
40 M> 

0 0 
0 0 
0 0 

. 0 0 
32 34 0 
0 OO 
50 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
'48 0 
00 
0 0 
500 
t OiO. 
0 0 / 
0 0, 
0 0 
0 0 
0 ‘ 0 * 
<00 
18 0 
.18 0 


45 

0 

0 

0 

44 

0 

0 

.43 

.0 

>0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

16 

15. 
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Liverpool , May 2.— : At this clay’s market the attendance was very incon 
siderable, with very little demand for any article of the trade. Irish 
Wheats may he considered at a reduction in value of 2d. per 70 lb. from 
the prices of this day se’nnight ; Oats 1c/ per 46 lb., Malt is., and Malting 
Barley 2$. per quarter ; Flour Is* per 289db., and Oatmeal Is.tper 240 lb. 
The weather continues highly favouiable for the- late sown and coming 
crops. 

Imported into Liverpool from the 25th April tp 1st May, 1826, inclu- 
sive -.—-Wheat, 7,788 ; Barley, 938; Oats, 24,267 f Malt, 8,048 ; Beans, 644; 
and Pease, 87 quarters. Flour, 3,579 sacks, per 280 lbs. Oatmeal, 2,763 
packs, per 240 lbs. 

Norwich , May 6. — Our market to-day was completely stagnated in con- 
sequence of the proposed measures of Ministers, viz , the liberation of the 
bonded Wheat, and allowing the importation of foreign Corn by the pay- 
ment of a duty of 12s. per quarter during the recess what little was sold, 
was sold at a reduction of 8s. per quarter ; prices of lied from 48s. to 54s.; 
White to 56s.; Barley 22 s. to 27s. ; Oats 21s. to 28s. ; Beans 34s. to 38s.; 
Pease 34s. to 39s. per quarter 7 and Flour 45s. per sack. 

Brktol,, May 5. — Our Corn markets at this place are extremely dull, 
and scarcely any sales can be effected. The prices hereafter named are as 
correct as can at present be -ascertained Wheat, from 6s. to 8s. ; Barley, 
3s. to 4s. 6d. ; Oats, 2s. Id. ?to 8s. Sri.;. Beans, 3s. to 5s. 6d.; and Malt, 
5s. to 7s. per bushel, Imperial. Flour, Seconds, 80s. to 45s. per bag. 

Birmingham , May 4. — A moderate show of all kinds of Grain at to-day’s 
market, and but very little business doing, in consequence of the expected 
liberation of what is in bond. Wheat from. 4£f. to 6^ per 60 lbs. ; and 
Barley 3d, to Ad. per bushel lower than on this day se’nnight ; in other 
Gram no alteration. 

Ipswich , May 6.— We had to-day a small supply of all Corn, hut the 
prices of every thing were considerably lower, in consequence of the recent 
measures of Ministers. Prices as follow: — Wheat, 54s. to 62s. ; Barley, 
24s. to 31s . ; and Beans, 36s. to 38s. per quarter. * 

Wisbedh, May 6. — In consequence of the . proceedings in Parliament 
relative to importation of Corn; the trade here was nearly at a stand, there 
being but litUe disposition in either buyer or seller to do business until the 
question is determined. 

Wakefield, M ay 5.— The resolution taken by Government to release the 
bonded Conrhas produced a considerable sensation in the market, and a 
reduction of from 2s. to 3s. per quarter in the price of Wheat, of which 
there was a good supply at this day’s rtiarkfet. No one knowing what effect 
may be produced by the new measure, trade is dull, even at the reduced 
prices. Shelling has declined Is.' per load,, -and Oats are dull of sale, and 
rather lower. . . ~ 

Manchester , May 6. — In consequence of-the admission of bonded Grain 
and Flour, for home consumption, our market may be said to be. at a stand, 
the buyers conjecturing it will have the effect of lowering prices materially, 
whereas from the scarcity of our own produce it cannot reduce prices 
much; however, at present, the panic has its weight, and the market has 
given way 6d. to 8 d. on Wheat, and 3 d. loM. on Oats. Flour has also 
given way about 3$. per sack. 
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COUNTRY CATTLE and MEAT MARKETS, &c. 

Norwich Castle Meadow , May 6.— The supply of fat Cattle to this day'* 
market was very large, and several lots remained unsold, prices from 7 s. 
to 8s. per*§tone of 14lbs., sinking offal. Store Stock was .also supplied m 
large numbers ; what few Scots were sold, were from 4s. to 4s.6d. per stone 
when fat. Short Horns, of which we had several lots of good ones, to 
3s. 9d. Sheep penned in large numbers ; Shearlings but few, and tnose 
sold at 44s. Pigs in great plenty, and very cheap. 


AVERAGE^PRICE OF CORN, sold in the Maritime Counties Jf 
England and Wales, for the W^ek ended April 29, 1826. J 
Wheat. Burley. Oats . ' 



s. 

d. 

s. d. 


d. 

London * • . 

....63 

9... 

.32 5.. 

.27 

2 

Essex • 

....64 

2... 

.33 1.. 

..25 

2 


....64 

6... 

.32 4.. 

.,26 

3t, 

Sussex 

....59 

4... 

.00.. 

.23 


Suffolk 

....59 

10... 

.31 7.. 

. .27 

w 

Cambridgeshire 

....57 

8... 

.31 6.. 

. .22 


. Norfolk 

....59 

0... 

,2S 10.. 

. .24 ( 


Lincolnshire 

... .59 

3... 

.28 10. . 

..21, 

6 

Yorkshire ...j 

58 

2... 

.29 5.. 

. .21 

1 

Durham 

61 

2... 

. 0 fc 0.. 


4 

< Northumberland . . . < 

54 

10... 

.32 5.. 

. . 24 

7 

Cumberland 

62 

3... 

.30 7. 

, . . 22 

9 

Westmoreland 

66 

7... 

.39 0.. 

,,%24 

4 

Lancashire 

64 

3... 

.36 0. 

•> *25 

7 

Cheshire 

64 

0... 

.40 10. 

.23 

10 

Gloucestershire 

64 

4... 

.34 3. 

...25 

9 

Somersetshire 

61 

5... 

.34 10. 

...2L 

4 

Monmouthshire 

61 

2... 

.39 S. 

...24 

6 

Devonshire 

.....61 

10... 

..33 2. 

...19 

5 

Cornwall 

61 

9.., 

..31 9. 

...25 

7 

Dorsetshire 

.....59 

2... 

..29 10. 

...24 

0 

Hampshire 

60 

2.. 

..30 6. 

...25 

7 

North Wales 


1.. 

..37 3. 

...24 

l 

South Wales ....... 

.....57 

7.. 

..27 10. 

...18 

3 


f The London Average is always that of the Week preceding. 
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and of fortitude', have, under vari-. 

TO THE ELECTORS- ° US circumstances, product feel- 

ings of anxiety greater than have 
. OF THE ever b$en knownjo the heart and 

BOROUGH OF PRESTON, mind of almost any other man: , 

* yet, indescribably great as my 

anxiety has been on so many 

Kensington, 7th May, 1826. occas j onSi nothing of the kind^ 
Friends and Fellow-Countrymen, ever felt by me, is to be compared 
The breasts of few men have with the desire that I have NOW ; 
been more, frequently and more in this season of suffering of the 
powerfully agitated than mine : people and of danger to the coun- 
the long struggle which it has try, to be enabled, and particu- r 
been my lot to maintain against larly to be enabled by YOU, to 
error, corruption and oppression 3 exert, in, the most effectual man-, 
the loads of . calumny that I have ner, whatever talent. I may pos- 
had to endure; and the perils of sess, in order to cause to . be, 
various sorts to which I, with a adopted those salutary reforms,, 
nuinerous and most beloved and which I have so long, and so, 
virtuous family along yvith me, urgently recommended, and with- 
havc^ so often been exposed,* these* out which time and events - have 
though I have to bless God for an now proved, t^at irresistible hun- 
uncommon , portion of patience ger must, at last, stalk fprth^.and 
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451 To tub Electors op Preston. 452 

involve the whole community in one accord, proclftimitogthai I am 
. ^comnl^i Vttin. right. Bat, 

. Gentlemen, I wish, above all tion is, under these circumstances, 
things I wish, that all parties ii k greatly enhanced, when I 
may, in this crisis of our country, reflect * that I have justified those 
forbear from acting on the feel- opinions respecting tny efforts, 
ings inspired by a recollection of which YOU were kind enoiigh to 
old grievances ; and I beseech you express, in those addresses, which 
to believe, that no such feelings you did me the honour to present 
actuate me, upon this occasion, to me, upon my landing from 
If, therefore, I now carry you America in the dismal and dis- 
back to the year 1819, it is not graceful year above-mentioned, 
fbr the purpose of reviving the The original of those addresses f 
irritations of that dreadful day ; have preserved, , with the greatest 
but for the purpose of applying care. 1 have them, at this juo- 
your own expressions of that day, ment, those from Leeds, from 
and my professions of that same Manchester, from Bolton -le- 
day, to the great circumstances, (Moor, from AsKton-under-Line, 
the tremendous events which have fro/n the females ofseveral places 
pfecurred since that time, and to in Yorkshire and Lancashire, 
Bring the whole to bear upon the from the county of Lancaster 
still greater circumstances which generally, and lastly, from you, 
acre now before us. the people of Preston. These 

n f It would argue the absence of addresses, with their signatures, 

a heart from my bosom, “were I which are all now spread out on 
riht^to feel proud at the situation the floor of the room iii whi<*h 
ih'which 1 now stand, hearing, as jl am sitting, nearly cover that 
rBb,atthe end of twenty yeafrs of room, eighteen feet wide and 
calumny and abuse poured out twenty feet long. These papers 
uSpOn me ; at the end of twenty afe ray proudest possession ;, 1 
years Of ridicule and scoffing shall leave them to my children 
played off against me ; to, hear, with more pride than I should 
alter this, the whole nation, rieh leave the parchments, giving them 
•ah well las poor, enemies as well theinheritanee of the most exteri- 
Sr friends, three hundred news- siVe domains, 
papersihathad^been reviling me c I shall now, as ^ing most 
* all the time; all; yea ALL, with applicab l e to -the ^reat 


Digitized by Google 



4 


•Sdfore *ure insert here!, fitst 'the 
! Widress6f>tlrec<wnty of Lancaster 
#*ewHy, and' then the address 
ffiat 1 T had the honour to recei ve 
fto® yourselves. The nation will 
here see the most conspicuous 
pre^ .of • your-public spirit- and 
ftiw foresight; it will see that 
three terrible subsequent events 
were all "anticipated by you; it 
Will see that yon expected much 
fram my future exertions ; and; 
It will also see, I trust; that I have 
■dt disappointed those expecta- 
tions. 


Lancashire address 

* * • T 9 ■ 

MR. GQRRETT. 

• Seavand much esteemed Sir, 

' We, the inhabitants.' «f iJLan- 
ea *' 1 ' 9 ’' deem ourselves 'happy in 
« opportunity to address yon. 

®*emomeuti in . which- you • return 
to your. ? native country • is most 
eventful; an awful crisis appears 
to be impending ! -On the one 
hand, we behold the people sink- 
» beeomipg desperetfrnndeF 
accumulated burthens and priva- 
hons, and exasperated by unlaw- 
ful violence and insult ; white- « n 
tb® other,: their eneriuesarehaBe: 
wWr difficulties and embarrass/ 
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May 28 , 1886 . 

results of- former rapacity and ex- 
travagance. 

You, Sir, have long- and' most 
assiduously laboured to warn the 
spoilers of' the precipice to whieh 
they were advancing. With un- 
paralleled clearness of expression 
and energy of reasoning, you de- 
monstrated thetendencyand fore- 
told' the issue oftheir course of 
folly and injustice; pleadipg, at 
the same time, the rights of your 
injured and suffering countrymen : 
but deaf alike to the admonitions 
of reasoning and to the claims of 
justice ; intent only on expedients 
to preserve and extend their pro* 
Stable- proceedings, those enemies 
have pushed on- in their unfeeling 
tcareer, until they have amply jus- 
ftified all your warnings, m&until 
even(* are fast realizing* all your 
predictions* . 

Your labonre, Sir, during you, 

absence from ns, whiletbey. have 
[ warned and enlightened** in the 
sacred cause of Refira*. have 
[ been the subject o£ *dmirtttia» 
'“Jocgstus.and tKeoawbof ebih- 
ifusspn and shame, toiba*t»Beinie*. 

| The industry, pcrseverehee; anrf 

fortitude, exhibited; im the !Wbou»* 

of your life, andinsre aUp eciafl w 
during the late twh y,**, in*** 
half rofi that life v wffl s«ree.aa a 
bright..ex Wn p te to rout. eWWren - 

-L»1 *1 '• ! 7 


y , mnmsreass, brighfrexa^fe tore,*,***^ 
( while tfarir toereimnwteitoeg^ 
Pa 
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455 To the "Electors of "PreSton. 456 


have been and will be of unspeak- 
able benefit to ourselves. Pro- 
ceed, Sir, in the course you-have 
so successfully pursued; continue 
' by your great talents and ener- 
gies to sustain the cause of the 
injured; to dispel the sophisms of 
the venal and profligate, and to 
beat down the pretensions of the 
arrogant: from your powerful aid 
At this critical period, we antici- 
pate the most benigu consequences 
to our lawful Sovereign, and to 
his faithful, but suffering and in- 
sulted people, while we confi- 
dently expect, from that aid, the 
overthrow of that which is so de- 
testable in itself, and which has 
'.been the sole cause of ail our ca- 
lamities and all our disgraces. 

The people of England, Sir,- 
while they have been instructed 
by you ; while they, by you , have 
been enabled to penetrate into the 
bidden recesses of the paper - 
money fraud ; while they have, 
by you, been more expressly 
taught! to know the foundation of 
their rights, and to overcome their 
adversaries .in .the field of argu- 
ment ; while they have, by you, 
been led to* oppose the powers of 
reason to the; brutal force em- 
ployed t against them; have, at 
the same. time, imitated your 
frankness of proceeding ; and we 
beg you to be assured, theft, even 


now, after all that ttw have cw- 
dured , we have no wish to ckange 
the constitution of our country f 
or any part , of it ; that* we have 
all along been sincere in our pro- 
fessions; that we desire only to 
obtain a reform in the Commons 1 
House of Parliament, on the prin- 
ciple of that House being an- 
nually elected by the suffrages of 
every man whose property and 
whose person are subjected to its 
enactments ; and this reform we 
are determined to obtain, or to 
die in our lawful endeavours to 
obtain it. 

We have beheld, Sir, with in- 
dignation, the unprincipled at- 
tempts, made in your absence, to 
rob you of our attachment. With 
grateful acknowledgments for your 
patriotic exertions, we hail your 
return to the land of your birth, 
and, with best wishes for the 
health and prosperity of yourself 
and your family; we are, very re- 
spectfully and truly yours. 


ADDRESS 

PROM THE 

REFORMERS of PRESTON. 

Preston , Nov. 23d, 1819. 

Worthy Sir, •' < 

* We, the inhabitants of Preston, 

in the county of Lancaster, 
earnestly wish to congratulate you 
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457 May 20, 1826. 


on your safe arrival to y our native 
country, and to assure you that 
we anticipate results the most fa- 
vourable, by the magic of your 
matchless pen. We particularly 
thank you for your past services, 
and above all for the mortal stabs 
you have given the old Hag of 
Threadneedle - street. We sin- 
cerely believe that nothing could 
be of greater service in the cause 
of freedom than your exertions, 
and it gives infinite pleasure to 
know that you are not only able 
but willing to discomfit the ***• 
* * and be the means (with God s 
assistance) of retrieving our un- 
happy country from the ****** 
of the detestable ******* * 
Hoping you will enjoy many 
happy years in your native coun- 
try, we beg to subscribe ourselves 
yours most devotedly. 


Gentlemen, excellent people of 
Lancashire and of Preston ! Here 
were the expectations which you 
expressed ; here were your fore- 
bodings - as to the result of this 
terrible system. In my answer 
to your addresses I promised you, 
most solemnly, that every exer- 
tion in my power should be made, 
to prove myself worthy of those 
high commendations which you 
bestowed upon me, and of that 


affectionate regard with which you 
hailed my return to my native 
land; Of my unalterable fidelity 
to which I had given so many 
and such signal proofs; In' this 
answer I bad to allude to the 
barbarous project which- had then 
been broached by Malthus, and 
had been countenanced by several 
persons, even in the Parliament; 
This barbarous project proposed, 
that all relief was to be refused to 
the poor, let their sufferings be 
what they might, if they dared to 
marry and have children , after a 
certain period, than which nothing 
that ever entered into the heart of 
man was so unjust and so brutal.' 
The injustice and brutality of the 
project were, however, not seen 
in their proper light, until we ob- 
served that, at the very same time, 
in that very same year, a hundred 
^nd ten thousand * pounds were 
voted for the “ relief of the poor 
“ Clergy of the Church of Eng - 
land” ! Voted to these men, 
forming part of a body some of 
whom had more than thirty thou- 
sand pounds a-year each ; voted 
out of taxes, raised upon the salt, 
soap, candles, tobacco, shoes, 
beer and other things, consumed 
by those very labouring classes, 
to -whom', even in cases of the 
most severe distress, these projec- 
tors would have refused all relief. 
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To the Electors of Preston. 


Agaftfst this diabolical project, whose powers have always beau 
which) at one time, bad gtfneso exerted for you;to sendhimbado 


for as to appear under the form 
of a Bill,, ( have constantly raked; 
my voice; and 1 verily believe 
that that voice has prevented its 
execution. 

During the same answer, J 
pointed out to you/ how great 
would he the advantage if I were 
placed in the House of Commons. 
My words were these' : “ You 
“ have seen, my good friends, 
“ what one man, ihongb'at a dis- 
“ tance of three thousand miles, 
“ with a great ocean between you 
“ and him, has been able Ho do 

out of the House ; and I trust 
“ in God you will see the day, 
“ when that man will show you 
“ what one mdn can do in the 
“ House” 

Gentlemen;, Electors of Pres* 
ton, it is absolutely within your 
power now to put that man in that 
House. That man offers himself 
to you for that purpose, and he 
begs you, no?t for his own sake ; 
but for the sake of his and your 
country ; his and youi; children ; 
and particularly for the sake of’ 
all the industrious , classes of this 
most industrious, most ingenious, 
most virtuous, and once most free 
and happy natron ; for the sake 
of all those' he begs you, to give 
$ hundred-fold power to him, 


by your voice and yourautbpriiy- 
to maintain, to enforce' those prin^ 
ciples, which you so unequitov 
cally applauded im 1819 ; to which 
he has so constantly adberedfrom 
(bat day to this, and the sound-* 
ness and justice ef which; tie' 
now acknowledged by every taws 
in the kingdom ; an acknowledg- 
ment extorted from his foes, by 
those terrible events, which have* ^ 
shaken the kingdom to its very 
centre. " ' 

Gentlemen, numerous stre the 
subjects upon which I have writ- 
ten ; hut, there is one topic, 'Upori 
which I have been writihg, with 
very short intervals of silence; 
during the whole coitrse of my 
political life; and that topic is; 
the poverty . and degradation «f 
the Commons , or, common peo- 
ple, amongst whom I myself was 
born,, and to endeavour to restore 
whom to their former state of hap- 
piness has been the GREAT 
LABOUR OF MY LIFE. I 
have many times said, anil re- 
peat it again now, that if I were 
convinced that-1 never could ac- 
complish any thing towardseffeet- 
ing this great object, dearly as I 
love my country, proud as I al- 
ways have been of the name of 
Englishman, I would instantly , 
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May 29, 1820. 


quiV these chores, never to behold 
my native land again. 

Gentlemen, how is this poverty 
and how is this degradation to be 
removed ; and how is the Govern- 
ment to be preserved in King, 
lords, and Commons, at the same 
time ? To enter into details upon 
this subject, in this my first ad- 
dress to you, would lead me too 
far. Suffice it, for the present, 
to say, which I am sure you wilt 
sot think presumptuous, that the 
matt, who has foreseen all the 
terrible evils that now afflict the 
country ; who has constantly warn- 
ed the Government of these fatal 
consequences of its measures,* 
who has proved, evert to the ac- 
knowledgment of his enemies, that 
he understands so perfectly all the 
causes, remote as well as near of 
national prosperity and national 
misery; who, so likely aslhis man, 
to suggest and to enforce that 
tfhich would be an effectual re- 
medy. It is my intention,* Gen- 
tlemen, to address you again, very 
shortly,, and, perhaps , in person. 
It is my intention to be at Preston, 
in the course of a week or ten 
days 5 and, therefore, I shall 
trouble you no farther, at present. 
1 cannot, however, conclude, with- 
out beseeching you to reflect, that 
it is far from being too presump- 
tuous to suppose, that the fate of 


46ft 

millions DEPEND^ OPON 
THIS SINGLE ACT 0g 
YOURS. . It is impossible to 
look at the situation of the coun- 
try, without being convinced Jtbat, 
by one means or another, some 
GREAT CHANGE must be 
speedily effected. The rocking 
Of this system backward and for- 
ward ; these terrible shocks which 
succeed eaeh other, and each of 
which brings its fresh destruction 
of property,, and its fresh masses 
of misery : these things must be 
put an end to, or, a& Lord Grey 
observed the other night, in the 
House of Lords* some general 
and terrible convulsion, must take 
place. To effect this great change 
by peaceable means, there must 
be Acts of Parliament; for such 
Acts of Parliament to be, there 
must be, wisdom to devise, and 
courage to propose them. Long 
experience has taught you, as 
well as the rCst of the country, 
that such propositions ; proposi- 
tions tending to secure the for- 
tunes and possessions of the rich, 
without resorting to the odious and 
unjust exactions of Cojn Bills ) 
propositions tending to make ac- 
quired’ fortunes safe in the handb 
of the frugal, the ingenious and 
the industrious, by wbotn they 
have been acquired ; and, above 
all things, propositions, theadop- 
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lion 'pf which must necessarily 
lead to a just remuneration of the 
labour of the common people, .and 
to- their happy; deliverance from 
the degradation of that pauperism 
of which their forefathers never 
heard even the sound; long 
experience has taught you, as 
well ; as the nation at large, that 
propositions of this kind, proposi- 
tions absolutely necessary to pur- 
sue in this kingdom, any thing 
worthy of, the name .of property, 
and to restore the country to a 
state worthy of the name of peace, 
hre to be expected from no man 
more confidently than from 

Your affectionate friend, and 
Most obedient servant, 

t Wm. cobbett. 


MR. CORBETTS SPEECH. 

. . Preston, 16 * 7 * May, 1826 . 

- On Friday morning, Mr* Cob : 
BEfT, accompanied by Sir Tho- 
mas Beevor 'and Mr. John 
Cobbett, set off from Kensington 
in a post-chaise, and reached 
Liverpool on Sunday* at about 
o’clock in the afternoon. On 
Monday morning, about 1 1 o’clock, 
they set off for Preston, accompa- 

•Sied by Mr. Thomas Smith, and 

, 
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several other gentlemen, of Liver- 
pool. They "were met by consi- 
derable nurabera* of people, at 
about two miles from Preston, 
bearing two or three flags. The 
horses now went at a foot pace, 
the throng thickening as they 
advanced, till they arrived in the 
town, which is most beautifully 
situated on the banks of the Kib- 
ble. Great numbers] of persons 
had come in from* the country 
round about, so that the throng 
was beyond all description nume- 
rous, and was, withal, so orderly 
and good-humoured, as -to make 
it quite, delightful to behold.. The 
party went to; the Castle Inn, on 
one side of a spacious square 
which is the Market Place of 
Preston. / , 

It should not be omitted that 
Mr. Cobbett was met upon the 
entrance into Preston, by some 
gentlemen bearing a flag, on 
which was painted a gridiron, 
with other emblems descriptive 
of the triumph of his doctrines; 
and having written upon it the 
substance of the Gridiron pro- 
phecy, and. the date <f LONG 
ISLAND.” This was well cal- 
culated to produce in his breast 
feelings of no ordinary -kind. 
This was, indeed, a day of triumph 
for him.. The making of, the flag 
was an act of which he and his 
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particular friends knew nothing : 
it was the work of an unknown 
volunteer : it spoke the sentiment* 
of England* upon the subject : k 
was an answer to all his calum- 
niators, and it seemed to say* 
“ your country has defended you 
at last” After taking about five 
minutes to rest, Mr. Cobhelt Went 
to the window, where he beheld 
assembled to hear him, by far the 
most numerous audience that he 
had ever beheld in his life. He 
was received in the manner that 
the reader will easily imagine : 
and, during the' space of about an 
hour, he delivered a speech of 
which the following is the sub- 
stance : — 

Gentle men, 

I have not the power to re- 
turn you suitable thanks for the 
very great honour that you have 
done me to-day. Beholding the 
assemblage that I now behold, 
J feel how inadequate any ex- 
pressions of satisfaction on my 
part, and of applause bestowed 
upon you* would be when com- 
pared -with my feelings of grati- 
tude, and with your public spirit 

Gentlemen, 1 am here for the 
purpose of offering to you my ser- 
vices as a Member to represent 
ypu in the ensuing Parliament. 
It would be the- height of pre- 


sumption for me to make, this 
tender of services in the old 
beaten, common-place way. it 
would be presumption inexcusa- 
ble in me, and it would be the 
grossest of . insults to you, for me 
to make this tendpr without stating 
to you the specific grounds upon 
which it is made, and without en- 
deavouring to convince ♦ ypu, that 
by acting upon my request, you 
would be discharging a duty to 
yourselves and to your country* 
Were I addressing myself to the 
bribed and perjured wretches of 
Devonshire and Cornwall, I might* 
without presumption, deal in the 
common -place, indistinct, equivo- 
cal, loud and swaggering talk 
about your rights And liberties 
generally, and thus tread in the 
steps of every hypocritical and 
insincere knave that has thus been 
chousing the people for the last 
two or three hundred years, and 
availing himself of their credulity, 
in order to be enabled to share in 
the robbery and plunder com- 
mitted upon them. 

Far other thfin this becomes 
the mail who. appeals to any por- 
tion of the sensible and public- 
spirited people of this celebrated 
county. It becomes such a man* 
and, therefore, it becomes me in 
this particular case, to talk of 
something specific j to tell you of 
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Hfftt which I propose to do, or en- poverty and covered with rags* 
deavour to do*; of something that But wo. live kt a state of things 
ff wilt'.perform, or use the utmost where we see the raost ingenious; 
of my endeavours to perform ; of the most industrious, the most ia» 
someth ing which it will be next to telligent, the most enterprising and 
impossible for you to forget; in vigilant, and, as I verily believe* 
short, of something which, in the the most virtuous of mankind; 
result, sball cause you to remem- plunged into ruin, degradation* 
her me with applause, or shall and want approaching to starve* 
cause me to forfeit your esteem for tion ; and that too without a single 
ever. error that any human being can 

Gentlemen, before, however, I trace to themselves. WhatyGree- 
cqme to this part of my subject; tlemen, can I hear of these im- 
before I tell you what 1 will do or mense establishments shut up or 
endeavour to do for us all; before giving only half employ ; can I 
1 speak to you of my intended hear of this without inquiring into , 
efforts to effect sopie great change the cause? When such is the 
in the condition of . the country, 1 case, as it notoriously is, must 
beg you to permit me to* state the : there not be some extraordinary 
reasons which suggest themselves cause for It? and, before we talk 
to my nwnd in support of thene* of a remedy; and especially be- 
cessity of that, great change ; and fore I attempt to trouble you with 
what reason can be more cogent an account of that which I would 
fhan the sufferings now expe- endeavour to effect as aremedy, 
vienoed in . every part of the king- does it* not become me to request 
dom, and particularly in this part you to honour me with .attention 
ef it, where suffering never ought while J endeavour to describe to 
to be known,; if we consider foe you the source and the progressed 
character and foe conduct of its this desolating cause ? 
people. Permit me, then, to give ; Gentlemen, Lord Liverpool, the 
you my view of the real cause of ! Prime Minister of England, (and 
tbw suffering. a prime coch he is, in a latedis- 

The Scripture says, “He that eussion m foe House of Lords, 
iffltnM work neither shall he eat? impu ted foe whole of the suffer* 
It also says that the drunkard, the mgs of the people in the raanu* 
gbittoTii foe profligate^ and the factoring districts, to foe misem- 
•higgard, shall be sunken into duct of the master manufacturers 
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ffeteldy car at feasH leare him* ^ 
fe newspupers teH i» fee ] ibi trespass^ your tiute< by suttu 
said* 'feat the so& caaise dffee naattingto ^rei 

pretest digress 5 he repeatedly gard fe the cause of allfefeiwnt 
fswd that; the te/ecause was, feat amfctbis snaring. • . * i 

of o^VrSeadiBg on fee part of fee The eause is x tlm ; aets ofr*tk» 
great a teanafectarert aid mer- Government amt &e Pctplictmem 
tfeaats ; that is to say, an over- The Govemrtiant became m l#49j 
eagerness to get money on their no nrafea-fr ^ motive, etm^ 

part ; and that this it Wife that winced of 4heqfe*essity of Vestmu 
had plunged so large a part of toga gold and silver* cummcyfe 
this great body of industrious and fee country. They were told by 
fegeniouis people into beggary and metbat thisrwou Id produce dreads 
want! Gentlemen, not a man fal ruin, unless they greatly re^ 
eat of the many thousands that dnced the taxes at the same time: 
now dp me the honour to listen to They persevered in their measure 
with so much attention ; there in contempt ofmy warning. They 
&not one man of you, who does persevered in the enormous taxa- 
m t well remember that one of tion ; fheyspread-ruin, first ore* 
fee charges against us who have fee merchants; next over mans 
opposed this ruinous system was, fhctnres; but, when the dreadful 
feat we endeavoured to, excite ruin came to the land they gave 
sentiments of hatred in the poor way ; they returned again to the 
against the rich, and particularly paper-money in 1822,theycaused t 
feat we endeavoured to excite prices to i*se fe an enormous 
feose sentiments in the employed height, they encouraged and few” 
against the employer. This charge, dnced merehants and raanufec^ 
like all the other charges against turers to increase their imaginary 
us, was false and foul. Here, capital by the giving of Bilfe 
however, we have a tery tangible an amazing amount ; theyindHcetf 
effort for doing that which might men, and men of the sounds** 
justify such a charge. I will act judgment, too, men having fee 
■»o»e fairly wife his* Lordship, for merit of the greatest enterprise, 

I will impute n® such motive to to augment establishments already 
bim ; charity bids me' ascribe it existing, and to bring othevfe infr? 
feawant of sufficient lorowfedge existence; whi^ fead no existent 
this great subject,*: aiid thus 1 before* From the early part U# 
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1823, the Ministers began to boast 
of this prodigious prosperity ; all 
their measures, foreign as well as 
domestic, invited every descrip- 
tion of persons engaged in trade 
as well as in agriculture, to cal- 
culate, nay,- to rely upon, a con- 
tinual increase of trade, a con- 
tinual augmentation of consump- 
tion and rise of price . I pray you, 
Gentlemen, to mark this conduct 
of the Ministers; of those Minis- 
ters, those very men who now 
impute all your calamities to 
over-trading ; that is to say, to 
the folly or the avarice of the 
greajt manufacturers. ' 
Gentlemen, all the language of 
the Ministers, every speech' that 
came from them ppon the sub- 
ject, every speech that they have 
put into the mouth of His Majesty 
himself; the tendency of all these 
speeches, was, to induce the pro- 
prietors of factories to purchase 
the raw material at any price, to 
augment their establishments to 
the utmost, to borrow, to antici- 
pate, and, by all sorts of means, 
to do those things which a reliance 
upon high prices for their goods 
ought to induce them to do.. Hav- 
ing done this; they see their bub-, 
hie burst; they, in their fright, 
add to the losses occasioned by 
the bursting; and now that they 
behold the dreadful ruin that they 


have occasioned, / they Jurn round 
upon those 'whom they Jbavedn- . 
duced thus to Attend their estab- 
lishments and; their expenditure; 
.and they accuse Jhem of having 
been the cause of tbe calamity. - 
To narrow my illustration to a 
single point, and that point one so 
familiar to you, let ine observe, 
that, , amongst the raw materials 
which great manufacturers were 
thus, "by the delusions of the Mi- 
nisters, induced to purchase at any 
price, was that pretty little article 
called Co Iton. In consequence 

of the prodigious issues of paper- 
money ; in consequence of the bold 
and repeated promises of per- 
manent prosperity ; in conse- 
quence of these and of magnificent 
prospects held forth, to the pur- 
chasers, cotton rose to twenty or 
twenty-two pence per pound, and 
the ships of the whole world 
seemed to be too small to bring 
enough of it to our shores. The 
Ministerial bubble bursts, their de-< 
lusion vanishes like the phantoms 
of a dream ; this immense stock of 
the raw material falls in an instant 
from, twenty or twenty -two pence 
to seven pence a pound ; the esta- 
blishments for, converting it into 
goods fall in value in the same 
proportion; -the. ability to give 
employment and to pay wages* 
diminish in a like degree ; the era- 
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ployer is ruined; his fortune ’ is \ 
gone ; and the workman, to whom 
he cannot pay a third part of what 
he paid before; and whose every 
necessary of life remains taxed 
just as it was taxed before, is, of 
necessity, deprived of the means 
of comfortable existence, in spite 
of all his ingenuity, all his match- 
less industry, and all the sobriety 
and frugality that it is possible for 
a human being to practise. 

rfere, then, Gentlemen, is the 
real cause of the present distress. 
If, indeed, my warnings had been 
attended to, these consequences 
would not have takerr place. But, 
when I consider the weight which 
the voice of a government natu- 
rally must have when compared 
with that of an individual, far be 
it from me to censure those that 
rejected my advice. Look, how- 
ever, at the fate of these victims 
of delusion. Look at the hun- 
dreds and thousands of families, 
who, but a few months ago' justly 
regarded themselves : as blessed 
with opulence, now, all oft a sud- 
den, stripped of the far greater 
part of their means, thousands of 
them compelled to sink at once 
from their fornter rank in life ; the 
whole of them 1 haunted by the 
most fearful forebodings, arid! not 
a few actually redubeid to bank- 
ruptcy and beggary ; and all this 
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arising, as I have clearly shown* 
from those' delusions which grew 
out of the conduct of the Govern- 
ment, and against which no de- 
gree of industry, no human fore- 
sight, no human prudence, could 
be armed ; the best of husbands/ 
of fathers, those who rose early, 
closed their eyes late, and ate the 
bread of carefulness, practised 
their virtues in vain; and, pray 
mark, that, in direct proportion to 
their enterprise; in direct propor-' 
tion to their laudable anxiety to 
provide for their families; in direct 
proportion to this most amiable 
desire they have been punished ; 
while they have been made the 
instruments in efforts which have 
at last, produced that most un- 
natural state of things, that is to 
say, suffering from hunger in the ' 
midst of abundance ! 

Gentlemen, permit me to en- 
deavour to direct your attention 
to one particular instance of the 
manner in which those who live 
upon the taxes have gained by 
the loss of the f Manufacturers. 
Upon the raw material of, cotton, 
there is a tax upon importation of 
six per cent, ad valotem ; that is 
to say, 6/. of tax upon every LOO& 
worth of cotton. Those, therefore/ 
who were encouraged by the Go**' 
vernment, as we have seen, to 
purchase the cotton, have paid’ 
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this six per cent duty upon it 
This cotton has now fallen to a 
third part of the price at which 
itrWas purchased ; that is to say, 
• i| . has fallen so, that that which 
was bought at a hundred pounds 
la now worth only about thirty - 
three pounds or thereabouts ; and, 
observe, the master-manufacturer, 
whfchas paid for the cotton, has, 
in reality, paid six pounds* tab 
ypcm every thirty-three pound* of 
cotton! Now then mark , the Go- 
vernment having got -this ta*safe- 
ly in its pocket, turns Tound short 
upon those who have r pa|d the du- 
ties r and teljs^them* that they have 
been over-trading, and that they 
have thus, by over-trading,, ruined ; 
themselves and starved tbeir work- 
people. Jt does not . talk, how- 
ever, of giving haek t 'o» it ought 
to do, two thirds of the<dqty which 
the. manufacturers, have paid upon 
the- cotton. It does not talk of, 
that It holds' fast the money 
which it has gotten from the de- 
luded manufacturers, and re- 
proaches them with having been 
the cause of the rui n, 

T^ r trust, 

4mt further remark u pon it would 
beuimecessary : hut; very xdosaly : 
connected with this matter i$ an? 
advertisement -in a newspaper 
Which I have* in my pocket rre-r 
^ecting cheapeilfes ttfbesolthby 


being made by the SptialfiekL 
weavers. These weavers beiqg 
in a state of great distress, ;a subf 
scription by the Lord Mayor of 
London, by the people of Whiter 
Hall, by fundholders,, loaryjob- 
bers and stock-jobbers, has been 
made for* the relief of those po» t 
weavers, who are situated rather 
i n convenient jy near to the. par ties 
subscr i bing. These poor weavers 
are paid for theirwork partly out 
of, this 'subscription. - The sRUt 
which ■ they weave are • offered ‘by 
the advertisement in question ut; 
“ less than ha(f tihey oo$t ymk iny?* 
They are offered in immeiuier 
quantities at Shear ’sand Go. Noir 
*20, Regent-Street, Lendls 
:Now 3 then, Gentlemen, look atthe* 
situation of the silk-manufactured 
of Macclesfield, Look -athissi-* 
tuation. -He must sell his silk* 
for less than half (of the costtff 
making th$m, or he mu$t*rnot sdh 
them at all ; and pray heir ft* 
mind, that,. in addition:to:tfcecost! 
of his, raw: <silk, in addition. to tlie' 
loss- upon 'his capital ,‘ the Several 
meat* has: already got ra-ite jjDdkfifr 
the tax whisk this manujwettrret 
has paid upon his rdao 'sHk!^ 
Grentlem eb, any thing so shah* 
strously unjust as? this the Woddi 
never* hcfertibefbTe* Js rthis Jhe 
wiay to pmraote lmrtriony in » 
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country, to -ensure its Prosperity 
and Peace ? 

It is very well worthy of re- 
mark, that the same charges 
brought against the cotton manu- 
facturers by Lord Liverpool, 
were brought against the manu- 
facturers of Macclesfield by Mr. 
Hus hi soon. He accused them 
of “ overtrading ” ; of “ specu- 
lation ” ; of indiscretion in aug- 
menting- their establishments and 
their stock; he accused them, in 
abort, of having produced the ruin 
of themselves and the starvation 
of their work-people by their too 
lager haste to grow * rich ; and 1 
pray you to remember that, at 
the very time that tye was doing 
this, and while he himself- con- 
fessed that the country was plung- 
ed into distress, he was himself 
making application to .have Jive 
thousand pounds sterling a, year 
added to hie own) salary , as a 
reward for hisgreat services as a 
Minister of trade • If silks are to 
be Sold thus, for ‘lew than half 
ehat thfe <mere making of -them 
Qwt s, what is to be the fate of 
Ootton goods ? Here we have a 
Orkerisn of that which the cotton- 
ftutforsbave toexpectjand, in- 
deed, every thing shows, -that, 
without ; some great -and efficient 
ohangd in tbeaflhirs of the cotjm- 
hay, tvm A must visit, every class 


alternately, till the country be one 
general scene of beggary. • 

Gentlemen, let us now turn tor 
the land. This- ruinous system 
goes from class to class; havings 
demolished one, it .passes on to 
pother. Your ruin leading, at. 
last, to a want , of food, compels 
you to look at the price of the 
loaf, and that price directs you -to 
look at- the C orn Bill. U pon .this 
point, the Ministers have now. 
given way, and in great haste,, 
though in the teeth of the pledgee 
so recently , made to the landlords. 
What they have done Js, as far ae 
it goes, right in itself, thought! 
the' same tirae,in*itsc©nsequence* 
an act of monstrous injustice. For 
ten long years y ou havejbeeu put* 
ting up prayers against 4his Coni> 
Bill. The prayers were wholly, 

1 unavailing. Only a few week* 
ago, a very few weeks, the Minis* 
ters still turned ardeaf ear to those 
long-continued prayers. All at 
once they have yielded. What 
it is that has made them yield JL 
must leave, you to guess. Th& 
cause lies far too deep -for my? 
powers- of . penetration ; hut the 
thing is done ; something, atanj^ 
r ate, bas been done; . and, > though 
the thing itself is right, it will her 
most rpinous to a veiy numerous- 
class. There are, perhaps, naper 
than twenty thousand ; Fanner* 
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who have taken new leases or 
renewed* old ones at. Lady-day 
last. They have done this rely- 
ing upon the pledge of the Minis- 
ters not to meddle with the Corn 
Bill this year; and all these 
twenty thousand contracts have 
teen, in reality, violated by the 
measures wbieh have now taken 
place relative to Corn. In com- 
ing from London to this place, we 
saw, perhaps, a hundred and* fifty 
wheat -ricks by the road -side. 
Now, supposing these wheat- ricks 
to have been worth a . hundred 
pounds each before the recent 
measures were adopted ; they have 
now lost a tenth part of their value 
to the farmer, and that, too, in 
the twinkling of an eye, by the 
^ act of the Government. They 
say that the pick-pockets insLon- 
don have a sort of a hook with 
a spring to it, by the means of 
which they can pick your pocket 
while you are on the other side of 
the way, seeing them and thinking 
them very honest gentlemen. By 
a slight-of-hand quite equal to 
this, the present system goes on 
emptying the pockets of the com- 
munity, class after class. 

But, observe, that though the 
present measures respecting Corn, 
will certainly have a tendency to 
make bread cheaper than it other- 
wise would be, I beg you to bear 


in , mind that even the bonded' 
corn is not to come out without a 
duty of twelve shillings per Quar- 
ter paid 1 by the importer of that 
corn. Here we have the amount 
of the tax which ' ice fay on our 
bread. If you ascertain the quan- 
tity of bread that is made by a * 
quarter of wheat, you will find 
that el tax of twelve shillings a 
quarter upon the wheat makes an 
addition of one penny to the price 
of every four-pound’ loaf ; this is 
the tax, then, which we pay upon 
our bread ; and at the same time 
that we are loaded with this tai, 
we pay all the Other enormous 
taxes upon our beer; our sugar, 
our candles, soap, tea, leather, 
and every necessary of life. — 
When a chest of tea is sold by 
auction at the India House* what- 
ever the purchaser giyes for if,' 
he has, in addition, the same sura 
to give to the Government Before 
be can take the tea away. So 
that, when a poor man lays out 
sixpence in tea, he gives ohe halt* 
of the sixpence to the Govern- 
ment. On his beer, be gives, but* 
of every sixpenoe> full fourpence 
halfpenny in tax oh malt, tax on 
beer, tax on retailer’s license, and 
on the expenses which the impo-^ 
sition of these taxes occasion. 

* The tax which we are to pay 
op the bread, for instance, must 
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I- 7 , .I.™ he P!nch,n ^ Ambassadors, in great numbers 

LX ° llk e “ a r The land * " 0W pe " Si0ned; 10 tbeh fa mi«e S ’ 

.* ^ abou ‘ remune rating belong the innumerable women 

pnces to the grower. They talk and children who are on the pen- 
ftbout all manner of things but sion list We have I he)£ 
t erea! thing. They never satfhat almost one Admiral to every ship’ 
J? want rents for themselves, of the line that is fit for service 

bl ’ Zl '''1 1° Uld 1 ‘ hat We have ^n 

!!,! ■ be Paf<1 <0r his S ° lhat - as these belong, for the 

rrr jo ° t*" i" ^ f,r g, “ <ir p,ri - ,o • | » <■*»'« «t 

tor your labour, and as that the landlords; and as thev wont *„ 

great Cotton Manufacturer should have these posts which are paid 
be prnd for the use of his capital, outof the taxes, and to have Zt 
But, they cannot have rents with for their estates, too, they want 
low prices, unless the taxes be corn to be at a high price border 

thenZ° n Zu m0Unt ' Wby ' tha ‘ their farmers may pay tbem 
... ’ y yOU ’ do ‘ he ^ not choose rents, and that the taxes may all 
- Wh W 0f , 0blaininS rentS? be paid at the same thne. 

y ° ‘bej not choose Gentlemen, let us take an' il- 
en s wit cheap corn 1 As our lustration. The landlords 1 now 

takeoffT !° W ’ Wbyd ° the ^ notlwell, thatthere can be no effectual 
e axes, and thus enable reduction of taxation ; that your 

7 W - , “ f “ J P°> mi b„ 

' y° u P ut these much about the same price that 

-y ; h r ^ win be they are now at; ^ £ 
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ar e landlords^h They ° f * our ,ea '• ,hat > short, there 

lh; , ’ but. they are some- can be no effectual remedy un- 

^ beside landlords. They less there be a materia, rldtl 

men i p,aCe - ° f the interest °f <*• debt. The 

men, pensioners, sinecure-holders, landlords know this well ; but they 
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that they receive, as I have be- years, I believe, before 180b;«t8, 

fore stated, out of the taxes. To according to hisTkeport, 1 he is to 

ta fe e away a' part of the interest have it for his life-tkne. If, there- 
of the fundholders without taking fore, we were to say to him, Tate 
away the sinecures and the like, off the taxes ; he might (eT M 
■would be a thing so monstrous, that this could not be done wilh- 
that it must lead to some dreadful out largely reducingthe interested 
convulsion. Seeing this, and the debt. If we were to tell him, 
wishing to keep their emoluments Reduce the debt then ; he might 

which they derive from the taxes, answer, We cannot do that without 

they are for keeping oh all the taking away-my patent place! 
taxes and for getting a high price Gentlemen, I am imputing no 

for their corn in order that they bad motives to his Lordship. Such 

may get rents at the same time. an answer would be natural : it « 
Gentlemen, the illustration to such an answeras most men would 
which- 1 have just alluded, I will give. We come, therefore, at 
now give you. The Earl of last to this ; that a great change 

Malmesbury made, the other night, in the management of the affairs 

a motion for inquiry previous to of the nation is absolutely neces- 
any change in the Corn Laws. sary. There wants the pertorm- 

His Lordship said not a word ance of this great duty m Far - 

about the taking off of taxes. He ment. To cause the change to 
talked about the ruin which would produced, it must first be pre- 
fall upon the landed interest ; this posed to the Parliament ; to cause 
ruin would at once be prevented it to be proposed, there must e 
by a taking off the taxes ; but his some man placed there,. P 08 *®® 
Lordship has a sinecure place, ing experience and knowl ge 
called a patent place, Governor suited to the task, courage to eu 
of Carisbroke Castle in the Isle counter that task, perseverance^ 
of Wight, which gives him one enable him to go through it, 
thousand three hundred and se- he must have a considerable por 
venty-nine pounds sterling a year, tion of the country at his ba<: 
which sum is paid him out oi the gi ve him confidence and to up 
taxes. Agreeably to a report laid him in the struggle for ] 

before the House of Commons in Such is the man thaUs neefl. 
1808, this place is stated to be given such are my objects' in m 
him for life. He had had it many this appeal to you ; I fee eo 
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^eqt that, tyy.your votes, I. shall be 
^elected for the purpose, and the 
-security that you have for my 
^leing the best to effect this great 
pbject is, that the whole of my 
political life, has, in spite of every 
pbstacle, been devoted to the in- 
culcatiug of those principles which 
x | now have so fair a prospect of 
seeing triumph completely through 
/ your means. 

. Not to occupy any more of your 
time at present, Gentlemen, I will 
now conclude with repeating, that 
it is impossible for me to express 
the satisfaction which jrour con- 
duct has given me this day, and 
with informing you, that, it being 
absolutely necessary that I should 
be in London at the close of this 
week, it will.be absolutely impos- 
sible for me to visit each of you 
at your own homes, as it would 
have been my wish to do, if I 
could possibly have staid. Besides, 
Gentlemen, of what avail could 
this be 1 The greater part of you 
now do me the honour to stand 
before me. I here solicit you all, 
without distinction, to give me the 
power to serve my country in ge- 
neral, and particularly to serve 
you. I could say no more to you, 
individually, than I thus publicly 
say.. If possible, I will visit you 
all personally before the election ; 
and I shall remain satisfied that, 


when public principle is put in 
competition with a visit at your 
doors, not one man will value the 
latter as a feather. Our excellent 
friend, Sir Thomas Beevor, will 
address you here to-morrow even- 
ing about this time. 1 shall again 
have that honour, if you will per- 
mit me; and now, with the sin- 
cerest and most affectionate feel- 
ings, 1 say, God bless you all, 
and good night. 

After Mr. Cobbett's speech, Sir 
Thomas Beevor shortly address- 
ed the people, and told them that 
he should have an opportunity, 
the next evening, of fully stating 
to them the reasons which has in- 
duced him to step forward in or- 
der to promote the Election of 
Mr. Cobbett. 


From the Morning Herald. 

Manchester , Tuesday Evening. 

The cotton market to-day is 
said to be as dull, flat, and unprofit- 
able as it has been for some time 
past. A hand-loom manufacturer 
informs me, that he has been bid 
for some calico just within a 
shilling per piece of what it cost 
him — that is, he has been offered 
about the price of the material 
Q 2 
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deplorable, and such as ought Id 
engage the serious and immediate 


alone. The woollen trade is re-’ 
ported as being rather improving 
in demand, but the price still con- 
tinues as low as ever. 

In the neighbourhood of 
Stansfield and Todmorden, vil- 
lages situated amongst the 
moors ar.d mountains, and on 
the borders of Lancashire and 
Yorkshire, the weavers are repre- 
sented as being in the most mise-’ 
rable condition. These remote 
districts, having no local press to 
make known their situation, have 
excited less sympathy, and con- 
sequently, have received les3 as- 
sistance than some other places, 
whose condition, though bad, has 
not been so bad as theirs. 

The London Committee has 
sent down 150/. to be distributed 
amongst the distressed manufac- 
turers of Todmorden, Walsend, 
Stansfield, and Langfield; but this 
money happening to fall into the 
hands of persons belonging to the 
two former townships, they have 
refused to give any part of it to 
the two latter — at least such is the 
report. The sura, however, is 
certainly a very inadequate one 
for the relief of four of the most 
distressed townships in the coun- 
ties of York and Lancaster. They 
have also received 100 /. from the 
Liverpool subscription ; but their 
situation is, nevertheless, very 


attention of the London Commit- 
tee. To add to the miserable 
condition of the poor hand-loom 
weavers, the principal manufac- 
turers appear to be quarrelling 
amongst themselves respecting 
the terms on which they shall give, 
out employment. Several of them 
have agreed to pay their weavers 
15c/ a piece (about 30 yards) for 
weaving calico, providing the pa- 
rishes to which the weavers belong 
will give 3 d. a piece more, and 
thus make it Is. 6c/. a piece. 
This seems a strange course of 
proceeding, and, as it appears to 
me, likely to answer no good pur- 
pose whatever. 

Hitherto, it has been produc- 
tive of nothing but evil, for some 
of the townships having refused 
to adopt the plan, the manufac- 
turers in other townships have de- 
termined to give no employment 
to the weavers who do not belong 
to their own parish. Thus Messrs. 
Fielding and brothers are turning 
off all the weavers who do not be- 
long to their townships ; and ano* 
ther great house, Ingram and Ho- 
linrake, are doing the same with 
those weavers who do not belong 
to their parish. There are those,, 
indeed, who say it is only a ruse>. 
adopted for the purpose of getting 
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rid of the hand-loom weavers, in 
order to bring into work the power- 
looms. At any rate, 1 am told it 
is cerfain, that Messrs. Fielding 
and Brothers are making prepara- 
tions for bringing into operation 
nbout 1500 power-looms, part of 
which were, during the late dis- 
turbances, sent away by the canal, 
but which have lately been brought 
back to the faclpry of these gen- 
tlemen. Such is the state of things, 
and one cannot imagine a more 
lamentable one' in these remote and 
mountainous districts, as Mr. Peel 
very properly calls them. 

In the course of a ride which I 
have made through these districts, 
I was pleased to observe, that 
though the men and women had 
generally a most emaciated and 
famine-like appearance, yet their 
children, for the most part, looked 
clean and healthy. On inquiry, 
I found that many of, them, for 
days together, had actually re- 
fused to taste food, in order that 
their children might not want 
preferring — and what affectionate 
parent would not? — the bitter 
pangs of hunger, to the cries of a 
starving offspring. Would to Hea- 
ven that those who never knew any 
other wants, but what arise from 
painpered and perverted appe- 
tites, would place themselves, 
even in imagination, in the condi- 


tion of these poor creatures, and 
by thus learning what it is to suf- 
fer, properly estimate the impe- 
rious duty of administering relief. 

This being the race week at 
Manchester, every thing exter- 
nally has the appearance of holy- 
day-making and joy. The streets 
are at this moment filled with per- 
sons hastening to the race ground, 
which I am told will, this even- 
ing, be crowded with perhaps a 
hundred thousand people. The 
proprietors of shows, however, 
have generally refrained from 
visiting Manchester races this 
spring, on account of the distress 
which prevails ; for, compared 
with other years, there are scarce- 
ly any exhibitions of the kind to 
be seen. 

It is, perhaps, worth remarking, 
that the poor-rates of this town, 
notwithstanding the miserable con- 
dition of the labouring classes, 
are considerably less than they 
were in 1817, and in other periods 
of depression in trade. It should 
be observed, however, that those 
who receive assistance from the 
subscription are not relieved by 
the parish, and vice versa . There 
has been a great influx of Irish 
weavers, who, having no settle- 
ment, are not entitled to parish 
relief, though, in cases of extreme 
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distress/it is not customary to re- 
fuse it. 

Mr. Cobbett, who, in an ad- 
dress, which was placarded about 
Preston last week, intimated his 
intention of becoming a Candidate 
for that borough, entered the town 
yesterday afternoon, and address- 
ed a considerable number of the 
inhabitants on Pen wortham-green. 
His friends say, that the parish- 
officers have lately gone round 
to the abodes of the distressed' 
weavers, for the purpose of in- 
ducing them to accept parish re- 
lief, and thus disqualified them 
from voting at the forthcoming] 
election ; and, that they have suc- 
ceeded to a great extent. Every 
resident of Preston, of every de- 
scription, householder or not 
householder, who has not received 
parish pay within' one year, and 
who is not a Catholic, is entitled 
to vote at the elections for Mem- 
bers of Parliament for that bo- | 
rough. With the preceding ex- 
ceptions, therefore universal suf- 
frage prevails at Preston ; but it 
is, nevertheless, a close borough. 
The Catholics, however, are very 
numerous. 


m 

( 

From .the Morning Herald. 

Marlborough Street 

On Saturday Sir Mark Wood, 
Bart., a Magistrate for the county" 
of Surrey, appeared before H. M. 
Dyer, Esq. the sitting Magistrate; 
to answer to the complaint of 
Mrs. Ann Paget, for an assault. 

The hearing of the case was 
originally appointed for Wednes- 
day, and Westcott, the officer to 
whom the warrant was given, was 
desired to wait upon Sir Mark 
Wood, for him to appoint an hour 
which would be the most conve- 
nient for him to attend the Magis- 
trate. In accordance, Westcott 
waited on Sir Mark Wood, who 
treated the message with con- 
tempt. At length Westcott so 
wrought upon Sir Mark Wood, 
that he promised to attend at 1$ 
o’clock on Wednesday ; but in* 
stead of so doing, he sept his 
butler, who stated io the worthy 
Magistrate, that Sir Mark had 
that morning left town; which 
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occasioned some remarks from ( that hU nov, attending \ Bas more 
Mr. Dyer, when it was finally ar- « matter of favour than any thin & 
ranged that the case should stand I else . 

over till Saturday. About 12 Mr. Dyer~l am surprised, Sir 
oJdock, on Saturday, Sir Mark Mark, at your observations. 

Wood entered the office, when, Mrs. Paget deposed, that in the 

taking a seat on the bench, Mr. beginning of the week she wailed 
Dyer stated that he felt surprised on Sir Mark Wood, in consequence 
that he (Sir Mark) had not altend- of her son being a drawing- mas- 
ed to his request upon the Wed- ter who was engaged in a school 
nesday, especially when he had in which two of Sir Mark Wood’* 
adopted the mildest course which I sons were placed. The master 
could be pursued, for it was in- of the school, Mr. Lambert, was 
variably the desire of the Magis-jnow under arrest, and was in- 
trates of the office, that whenever debted to her son in a considerable 
a warrant was issued against a sum of money, and upon reque^ 
respectable person, for the office Jing Mr. Lambert to pay him, he 
whb held the warrant to wait upon stated that ‘Sir Mark Wood was 
the person and request him to at- indebted to him. In consequence 
' tend; and although this desire r-f this, she waited on. Sir Mark 
had been complied with, and the Wood to request him to pay her 
utmost delicacy used, yet he had son, and so let it be a set-off (re- 
treated with the utmost contempt I tween him . and Mr. Lambert; 
his wishes upon the subject. when upon her entering the house 
Sir Mark Wood here inter- he told her to leave it, and re- 
rupted the worthy Magistrate by peatedly called her a * * He 
observing, that he a, a Magistrate then openedtbe door, and pushed 
had no right to attend to a sum - her, and then desired bis servant 
mms > he shotdd therefore (to push that * * * out of bis 

expect him (R f r. Dyer) to consider I bouse. 


Digitized by Google 


495 


From the Morning Herald. 


496 


Mr. Dyer — Have you any wit- 
ness to the assault ? 

Mrs. Paget — No, Sir. 

Mr. Dyer — Thten it must rest 
entirely upon your own statement. 
What do you say to the assault, 
Sir Mark ? 

Sir M. Woo'd— I know nothing 
v about it. 

Mr. Richardson, who accompa- 
nied Sir Mark Wood, observed, 
that he regularly paid Mr. Lam- 
bert these last seventeen years. 

Mr. Dyer — First of all, 1 will 
hear what Sir Mark Wood says 
to the charge ; for he is aware of 
, it, as his butler owned to it here 
on Wednesday last. 

M Richardson — She had no 
- claim upon Sir Mark Wood. 

Mr. Dyer — Strictly speaking, 
she had no right to go and ask for 
the money ; but when she went to 
ask for it as a favour, Sir Mark 
had no right to assault her ; and 
if he wished to get her out of the 
house, he ought to have employed 
gentler means, instead of going to 
extremities, and proceeding to 
actual violence. 

Sir Mark Wood here made an 
observation which was inaudible. 

Mr. Dyer — Am I to understand 
you do not# intend to say any 


thing in reply? Really, Sir Mark 
does not seem to have that idea of 
the business on which he is here 
as he ought to have, and which I 
certainly expected he would" have, 
by his holding the rank of Baro- 
net, and being himself a Magis- 
trate for Surrey r 

Sir Mark Wood — And I am 
also a Deputy- Lieutenant, Mr, 
Dyer, 

Mr. Dyer — .Then, Sir, front 
your being placed in these situa- 
tions, I should have expected a 
different line of, conduct. 

Sir Mark Wood— What is the 
evidence which has been stated 
against me ? 

Mr. Dyer — If you did not hear 
it, I will repeat what the com- 
plainant stated ; which the worthy 
Magistrate did, when' towards the 
conclusion, Sir Mark Wood in- 
terrupted Mr. Dyer by saving, 
“Trash ! ” 

Mr. Dyer — I am telling you 
what she stated ; that is all l 
know of the transaction. 

Sir Mark Wood— That is * * 
lie, Sir. 

Mr. Dyer — I shall fine you for 
that, Sir. 

Sir Mark Wood— What do you 
mean by making such an observa- 
tion? 
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Mr; Dyer — Desire Mr. Fitz- 
patrick to bring in the penalty 
book ; which being done, the 
worthy Magistrate desired him to 
enter Sir Mark Wood, fined 5s. 
for. swearing. 

The butler was then called, 
who deposed, that he opened the 
door to Mrs. Paget, when Sir Mark 
opened the dining-room door, and 
desired her to go away about her 
business; and he gently placed 
his hand upon her shoulder — but 
he did not hear Sir Mark use 
violent language ; thinks he tnust 
if he had done so. 

Mrs. Paget — You heard him 
swear in the hall. 

Butler — I did, but thought it 
was at me. 

Mr. Dyer — I must request Sir 
Mark Wood to put in bail for the 
assault, and leave the question to 
a Jury, who will accordingly de- 
cide to the best of their knowledge. 

Sir Mark Wood — What do you 
want? 

Mr. Dyer — I shall request you 
fo find bail, yourself in 40/. and 
two housekeepers in 30/. each. - 

Mr. Fitzpatrick — The first thing 
is the payment of the fine. 

Sir‘ Mark Wood, addressing 
Mr. Dyer. Is that fine levied by 
you? 


Mr. Dyer — Yes, Sir. 

Sir Mark Wood — Make your 
order then, and I think I can take 
a good many 5s. out of your pocket. 

Mr. Fitzpatrick — The order is 
made, Sir, and you must pay 5*. 
or else be committed ten days to 
the House of Correction. 

Sir Mark Wood — I, as a ma- 
gistrate, have no right to be com- 
mitted for swearing. 

Mr. Dyer — When, Sir, you 
forget yourself, you are as ame- 
nable as any other person. 

Sir Mark Wood — I do not think 
you have a right. 

j Mr. Dyer — As a Magistrate 
you must be aware 1 have a right. 

Sir Mark Wood — Well, do as 
you like. He then paid the pe- 
nalty of 

Mr. Dyer-Have you bail here? 
When it was intimated there was 
I but one at present — 

Mr. Doe — Sir Mark had better 
go and wait in the next room. 
Accordingly Sir Mark got up from 
the Bench, and in going along 
the passage he turned round, and 
exclaimed — “ I will remember you 
as long as I live ; ” and upon 
reaching the door, he again turned 
round and said — “If I had you 
here, * * * If I would not - — - ” 
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(the closing, of the sentence was j 
lost by the^ Baronet walking into 
die parlour.) Ia about half an 
heq'r his bail came to the office, 
when to prevent Sir M. Wood 
from" having any additional trou- 
ble, the worthy Magistrate desired 
Sir. Fitzpatrick to come into the 
office to take the bail, and in ac- 
cordance to the usual custom, Sir 
Mark Wood was asked where he 
resided In Pall-mall, replied 
Sir Mark. 

Mr. Fitzpatrick— But 1 must 
know what number* 

Sir Mark Wood— Number! 
What do you want to know that 
for 1 I live next door to Prince 
Leopolds perhaps that will suit 
you better. Now you know all 
about it. 

One of the bail stated himself to 
be a rope-maker, residing- in the 
Kent-road ; the other a grocer and 
cheesemonger, residing in Pall- 
mall. When Mr, Fitzpatrick 
handed to Sir Mark Wood a no- 
tice when the Sessions would com- 
mence, he read it, and, addressing 
Mr. Richardson, said, “Who the 
D — 1 expected to be brought 
here upon such a d — — d charge 
as this!” 

Mb. Dyer — Really, Sir Mark, 
you must restrain yourself in your 
language here, for itis past bear- 


ing, and f cannot permit it; there- 
fore let me beg of ypu to he 
quiet. 

Sir Mark Wood^-I wish. Sir/ 
that you would leave* off making 

your d d impertinent observa* 

tkms to me. 

Mr. Dyer — I will fine you 
again, Sir Mark, for the expres- 
sion “ d— — d impertinent” Mr- 
Fitzpatrick, record again Sir Mark 
Wood fined 5s. for swearing. 

Sir Mark Wood — I will have 
you well flogged for this. 

Mr. Dyer — If you do not know 
how to behave yourself, Sir, I will 
teach you ; therefore, take off your 
hat. 

Sir Mark Wood — I will not 
take it off. 

Mr. Dyer — Then take it off for 
him. 

Sir Mark Wood, advancing to- 
wards Mr. Dyer. — If yon do order 
it to betaken off, I will * * *, 
when Mr. Plank forcibly took off 
the hat. 

Mr* Dyer — I wiU fine you again 
for that, and I will for every oath, 
if I were to sit here fill night, that 
you utter. 

Sir M&rk Wood— I wiH be 
d d if Ido not * * * 

Mr. Dye* — Sir George, 1 mast 
beg of you to interpose ; forafSir 
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Mark uses again suck language 
to me I : shall expect him to find 
hail for the threats which he nses, 
for it is impossible that I can sit 
here, and put up with such gross 
conduct as that of Sir Mark’s. 

Sir George Farrant observed 
to Sir Mark, that his behaviour 
was out of all order, unbecoming 
of a gentleman and a Magistrate ; 
and if in case he should persevere 


in it, he certainly should hold hint 
to bail for such disgraceful con* 
duct. 

These observations of Sir 
George Farrant appeared to have 
the desired effect, which beiog 
coupled with his friends forcing 
him out of the office, prevented 
any further reply. One of the 
bail then paid the 10s. for the ad* 
ditional oaths. 
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Average Prices of CORN through- 
out England, for the week end- 
ing May 6. 


Wheat 
Barley 
Oats . . 


Per- Quarter, 
s. ,d. 


60 5 
SO 1 
24 2 


Rye . 
Beans 
Pease 


s. d. 
35 0 
38 5 
37 9 


Total Quantity of Corn returned as 
Sold in the Maritime Districts, for 
the Week ended May 6. 


Wheat . 

Qrs. 

. 44,054 I 

Rye . . 

Qrs. 

. . 374 

Barley . 

. 13,437 

Beans . 

. . 3,569 

Oats . . . 

29,126 1 

Pease . 

. . 624 


Corn Exchange, Mark Lane . 

Quantities and Prices of British 
Corn, &c. sold and delivered in 
this Market, during the week ended 
Saturday, May 6. 


Qrs. £. s. d. s. H. 

Wheat.. 6,522 for 20,831 8 3 Average, 63 10 

Barley.. 2,734 .. 4,116 13 9. 30 1 

Oats.. 12,022 .. 15,398 17 10 25 7 

Rye.... 43 .. 70 0 10 32 6 

Beans.. 1,106 ....2,149 18 11 ....38 10 

Rease .. 301 .... 597 4 6 39 8 


Friday, May 12.— The arrivals of 
this week are unusually small. There 
has been an improved demand for 
Wheat, since Monday, and the best 
parcels are rather dearer. Barley also 
obtains rather more money. Beans 


and Pease arc unaltered. Oats find 
a ready sale *at Is. per quarter ad- 
vance on the terms of Mpnday. 

Monday, May 15. — The arrivals of 
all descriptions of Corn last week were 
unusually small, but a considerable 
quantity of Flour was reported. This 
morning the fresh supply consists 
chiefly of a good many samples of 
Wheat from- Kent, with very little 
Grain of any kind from other coun- 
ties adjacent, and several vessels 
from th^ North with Oats. The cer- 
tainty of Ministers carrying their se- 
cond measure has placed the Wheat 
trade in a very different state to what 
it was on Wednesday last, so that the 
advance of that day has not been 
realized this morning ; prices may, 
therefore, be quoted the same as last 
Monday, with a dull trade. 

Barley is advanced Is. to 2s. per 
quarter. Beans are also Is. per quar- 
ter higher. Pease of both kinds are 
rather dearer. Oats find buyers more 
readily than last Monday, at an ad- 
vance of Is. to 2s. per quarter, but 
no great clearance has been made on 
these terms. The Flour Trade is 
very dull, at last quotations. 

Price of Bread. — The price of the 
41b. Loaf is stated at 9s d. by the 
full-priced Bakers. 


Price on hoard Ship as under. 

Flour, per sack 50s. — 55s. 

Seconds 42s. — 46s. 

North Country . .40s. — 43s. 
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Monday, May 15.— The arrivals 
from Ireland last * week were 514 
bales of Bacon, and from Foreign 
Ports 6,413 casks of Butter. 


HOPS. 

Price per Cwt. in the Borough : 

Monday, May 15.— The late severe 
frosts have much injured the Hop 
v Bines, and the flea is generally in- 
creasing : should a change to warm 
weather take place, flies will soon 
appear. At present, they look much 
worse than they did at this time in 
1823, or 1825. Prices have advanced 
10s. to 20s. per cwt. 

Maidstone , May 11. — The continu- 
ance of the cold winds, with the 
frosty nights, is far from favourable 
to the Hop Bines, and we learn from 
many parts, but more particularly 
from the Weald of Kent, very great 
complaints : there is a great deal of 
flea, and they come very uneven. 
The trade appears getting better 
every week. 


City, 17/A May , 1826. 

BACON. 

The Bacon market has been sta- 
tionary for some time, until the last 
week, during which an advance has 
taken place. On board, 52s. ; Land- 
ed, 56s.. 

BUTTER. 

Notwithstanding the long conti- 
nuance of cold weather, tills article 


has remained in a very depressed 
state, the supplies of fresh-made But- 
ter being fully equal to the demand. 
The wind-up will prove ruinous to 
many. Best Dutch, 74s. to 76s. 
Hardly any thing else saleable. 

CHEESE. 

No prices can be quoted /or thia 
article. 


Smithfield, Monday, May 15. 

Per Stone of 8 pounds (alive)* 
s. d. s. d. 
Beef 3 8 to 4 ID 


Mutton 
Veal . . 
Pork . . 
Lamb . 


. . 4 0 — 4 8 

. . 5 0 — 6 0 
..4 6 -r 5 6 

. . 5 4 — 6 0 


Beasts . . . 2,260 Sheep . . 18,140 
Calves ... 152 Pigs . . . 150 


Newgate, (same day.) 

Per Stone of 8 pounds (dead)* 

s. d. s. d . 
Beef ..... 3 0 to 4 O 
Mutton ... 3 8 — 4 6 

Veal 3 8—5 8 

Pork 4 0 — 6 0 

Lamb .... 4 0 — 5 8 


Leadenhall, (same day.) 

Per Stone of 8 pounds (dead). 

s. d, s. d. 
Beef 3 4 to 4 0 

Mutton ... 8 8 — 4 4 

Veal ..... 3 4 — 5 4 

Pork 4 0 — 5 4 

Lamb . * . . 4 8 — 6 4 


COAL MARKET, May 12. 

Ships at Market, Ships sold. Price, 

9^ Newcastle. 7£ 27*.6d.to37s. 
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Markets..' 

HAY aadr STRAWy pec 


Sfitalfielbs, per 2b*. 

. ’Ware... ....^£3 10 to 5 JO > 

Middlings 3 0 — 0 0 

Chats 2 10 — 0 0 

‘ Common Rdd..O 0 — 0 0 
Onions, Os. 0(L— *Qs. 0 d. per bush. 

Borough, per Ton. 

Wa re ...... £4 0 to 6 0 

Middlings 3 0 — 3 10 

Chats 2 0—25 

Common lied*^3 10 — 5 10 


Smilhfield . — Hay.. •. * .60s. 

Straw.. .36s. 
Clover.. 70s. 
St. James’s . — Hay. . . . 63s. 

Straw . . 31s. 
Clover . .90s. 

Whitechapel.— Hay 66s . 

Straw. . .36s. 
Clover. .84s. 


m 

Load. 

to 90s. 
to 40s. 
to 100s. 
to 100s. 
to 42s. 
to 105s. 
to 90s. 
to 42s. 
to HOff. 


COUNTRY CORN MARKETS. 


By the Quarter, excepting where otherwise named; frem Wednesday to 
* Saturday last, inclusive. 


The Scotch Markets are the Returns of the Week before, 


x Aylesbury 

Banbury. 

Basingstoke .... 

Bridport 

Chelmsford.... . • • 

Derby 

Devizes 

Dorchester ...... 

Exeter.... 

Eye 

Guildford.... .... 

Henley.......... 

Horncastle ...... 

Hungerford.... . .. 

Lewes 

Newbury 

Northampton. . . , 
Nottingham ..., 

Reading 

Stamford 

Stowmarket 

Swafesea 

Truro . i . 
Uxbridge ...... . 

' Warminster... . . 

W inchester... . * . 

Dalkeith* .. . . . 

Haddington 


Wheat 
•£. to- s. d. 

52 62 0 
0 O 
61 0 
62 0 
68 0 
62 0 
58 0 
62 0 
64 0 
60 0 
0 0 
72 0 
57 0 
66 0 
64 0 
70 0 
56 0 
0 0 
76 0 
56 0 
66 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
.58 0 
40 .60 0 
28 33 0 
26 31 0 


0 

.52 

58 

52 

58 

46 

52 

00 

54 
0 

62 

52 

48 

52 

48 

55 
58 
60 

46 
52 
•66 
66 

0 

47 


Barley 
s. to Si d . 
34 36 0 
0 0 

29 0 

34 0 
32 0 

31 0 

32 0 

30 0 
38 0 
32 0 

0 0 
32 0 

25 0 

31 0 
0 0 

32 0 
0 0 
0 0 

35 0 
27 0 
30 0 

0 0 
a o 
o o 

34 0 
30 0 

26 0 
24 0 


0 

20 

32 

29 
27 
27 
26 
36 

30 
0 

27 

22 

22 

0 

26 

27 

29 

29 
22 

24 

30 
34 

0 

.25 

25 
19 
17 


Oats, 
s. to s. d . 
27 30 0 

0 0 
26 0 

24 0 
30 0 
28 0 
32 0 
26 0 

25 0 

26 0 
0 0 

30 0 
22 0 
30 0 

24 0 
30 0 

0 0 
0t 0 
28 0 

25 0 

27 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 

28 0 
28 0 
21 0 
20 6 


0 

25 

22 

25 

24 

24 

22 

22 

22 

0 

24 

18 

20 

23 

24 
23 

25 
19 
18 

23 
22 
30 

0 

24 
23 
17 
15 


Beans . 
s. to s. d. 

43 44 0 
0 0 
50 0 
52 0 

35 0 
45 0 
52 0 
50 0 
32 0 

36 0 
0 0 

50 0 
40,0 
54 0 
0 0 
48 0 
43 O' 
0 0 
50 0 
43 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
52 0 
0 0 
19 0 
18 6 


0 

45 

46 
32 
40 
46 
45 
28 
34 

0 

45 

38 

40 
0 

44 

41 
44 
44 
36 
31 

0 

0 

0 

48 

0 

17 

14 


Pease, 
s. to s. d. 
0 0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
38 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 

P 2 
31 0 

0 0 
50 0 
0 « 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
o 6 
-00 
50 0 
0 0 
0 0 
Q 0 
0 0 
0 6 
0 0 
0 0 
17 6 
18.0 


0 

0 

0 

36 

0 

0 

0 

O' 

32 

0 

44 

0 

0 

0 

42 
* 0 

0 

43 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

16 

14 


| I I ' [ 

* Dalkeith andH adding ton are given by the boll . — TheSeotch 
Rye, Pease, and Beans, is three per cent, more than 4 bushels. Toe 
Barley and Oats, is about 6 bushels Winchester, or as 6 to 8 compared wrea the 
English quarter. 
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Guildford , May IS. — Wheat, new, for mealing, 14/. 10$. to 19/. per 
load. Barley, Sis. to S 6s.; Oats, 26$. to 34$. ; beans, 43$. to 50$. ; and 
^ease, grey, 46$. to 50$. per quarter. Tares, 8$. 6d. per bushel. 

Norwich, May 13. — We had but few samples of Corn offered for sale 
to-day, although there were many persons who had brought their sam- 
ples to market, but an idea prevailing that the price would be lower, made 
them determine not to sell to-day, consequently the prices of good Red 
Wheat were rather higher than last week, and from 48$. to 56$. was ob- 
tained for them ; White to 58$. Barley was sold from 22$ to 28$. Oats* 
21$. to 28s. Beans, 25$. to 39$. Peas, 34$. to S9$. per quarter ; . and Flour, 
45$. per sack. 

Bristol , May 12.— -The sales of Corn, &c. here are very limited, and little 
business is doing. The prices below stated are with difficulty obtained at 
present Wheat, from 4$. 9d. to 7$. 3d.; Barley, 3$. to 4s. 6d. ; Oats, 
2$. 3d. to 3$. 3d.; Beans, 3$. to 5$. 6d.; and Malt, 4$. 6 d. to 7$. 3d. per 
bushel, Imperial. Flour, Seconds, SO s. to 46$. per bag. 

Ipstvich , May 13. — But little business is done to-day in our market. The 
project of Government for setting free the Bonded Corn has paralyzed 
business: the prices were nominally the same as last week, as follow: — 
Wheat, 54$. to 62$.; Barley, 24$. to 31$.; and Beans, 36$. to 38$. per 
•quarter. 

Wakefield , May 12. — The supply of Grain this day has heen by no means 
large, but as few are inclined to purchase in the present unsettled state of 
trade, Wheat has declined 1$. per quarter for the best samples, and little 
has been done in inferior quality. Oatmeal, from the increased consump- 
tion of this kind of food in the manufacturing districts, sold readily at last 
v/eek’s prices. Good fresh Barley obtains the same price as last week. 
Beans, though not plentiful, cannot be quoted at any higher price. Rape- 
seed is of very dull sale. — Wheat, Red, 47$. to 60$.; White, 50$. to 64$. 
per 60lbs. ; Barley, 24s. to 26$.; fine, 27$. per quarter; Beans, old, 40$. to 
44s.; new, 37$. to 41$. per 68 lbs. ; Oats, Mealing, new, J2d. to 13d. per 
stone; Shelling, new, 30$. to 31$ ; and Malt, 32$. to 36$. per load. Flour, 
fine, 43$. to 45$. per sack of 280lbs. liapeseed, 16/. to 20/. per last. 

Manchestej'y May 13. — We continue to have but a bare supply of fine 
qualities of Grain and Flour at our market, which to-day have been more 
inquired after, and the prices of this day se’nnight are fully supported, 
and a good deal of business has been done. The effect of the Bonded 
Grain in the market is very trilling, the holders demanding prices equal to 
our own produce for that of good quality. Prices may be noted nominally 
as under. — Wheat, English, 9s. 6d. to 10$. per bushel of 70lbs. ; Irish, ditto, 
8s. 6d. to 9s. 6 d.; Oats,ditto^ 3$. 3d. to 3s. 8 d. per bushel of 45lb$. ; Beans, 
45s. to 48$. per quarter. Flour, 45$. to 48s. per sack of 280lbs. ; Malt, 42$. 
to 46$. per load of six bushels. 

Newcastle- on-Tyne, May 13. — We had a very short supply of Wheat 
from the farmers this morning, and not much coastwise. , The millers at 
first held off buying, in the expectation that the measures before Parlia- 
ment would operate to reduce the prices, but at last they cleared the market 
. at an advance of is. per quarter, upon the terms of last Saturday. Rye 
dull sale, and Is. per quarter cheaper. There is scarcely any sale for malt- 
ing Barley, except for new thrashed Norfolk in small quantities. Grinding 
Barley is also very dull, and prices lower. The supply of Oats from the 
farmers was small, and the sale was tolerably brisk at Is. per quarter ad- 
vance.— Wheat, new, 52$. to 57$. ; foreign, 48$. to 54$. ; Rye, 36$. to 38$.; 
foreign, 32s. to 36$.; Barley, 28$. to 30$. ; foreign, 22s. to 26$; Malt, 52$. 
to 58$. ; Oats, 20$. to 26$. ; foreign, 17$. to 20$. ; Beans, 42$. to 46$; Pease 
white, 48$. to 50$. per qr. Imperial measure. Flour, 42$. per sack. 
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COUNTRY CATTLE and MEAT MARKETS, &c. 

Norwich Castle Meadow, May 13.— The supply of fat Cattle to this day’s 
market was large, and the sale unusually flat, naif the quantity at least re- 
mained unsold ; prices from 6s. 6d. to 7 s.6d. per stone of 14lbs. sinking 
offal. We had also a liberal supply of Store Stock ; what few Scots were 
disposed of, were at 3s. 9 d. to 4s. per stone when fat ; Short Horns S s. to 
Ss. 6d . ; a good lot of Irish ajso were offered for sale, price about 3s. 6d. 
Pigs very cheap, fat ones, to 6s. 6d. Meat, Beef/7u. to 8 hd> Veal, 5 id. 
to 8 d.; Mutton, 6d. to 7 d.; Lamb, 7§d., and Pork, 6d. to 7$d. per lb. 

Homcastle, May 13.— Beef, 7s. 6d. per stone of 14 lbs. ; Mutton, 7 d.; 
Lamb, 9d. to 10 d . ; Pork, 6d . ; and Veal, 8 d. to 9 d. per lb. 

At Morpeth Market, on Wednesday, May 10, there was a great supply of 
Cattle and Sheep : there being a good many buyers, fat sold readily at last 
week’s prices ; inferior met with dull sale, and part of both were not sold. 
Beef, from 6s. to 6s. 9d.; and Mutton, 7b. 6d. to 8s. 9 d. per stone, sinking 
offal. 


AVERAGE PRICE OF CORN, sold in the Maritime Counties of 
England and Wales, for tlie Week ended May 6, 1826. 


• 

Wheat. 

Barley. 

Oats. 


S. 

d. 

5. 

' d . 


d. 

London* 


6.. 

..31 

3. 

...26 

5 

Essex 


..29 

0. 

...25 11 

Kent. 


8.. 

..31 

4. 

...25 

5 

Sussex 


9.. 

..31 

5. 

..23 

6 

Suffolk 


6.. 

..29 

8. 

...26 

8 

Cambridgeshire 


4.. 

...29 

0. 

...23 

2 

Norfolk 


9.. 

..27 

1. 

...27 

0 

Lincolnshire 

68 

9.. 

..27 

4.. 

..21 

4 

Yorkshire ; 


7., 

...28 

2. 

...21 

6 

Durham 


2.. 

..36 

6.. 

...27 

3 

Northumberland . . . 


8.. 

...33 

0. 

...24 

7 

Cumberland 

62 

0. 

...30 

0. 

...22 

6 

Westmoreland 

66 

0.. 

...40 

0; 

...24 

11 

Lancashire 


11.. 

... 0 

0. 

...24 

4 

Cheshire 

64 

10. 

... 0 

0. 

...24 H 

Gloucestershire 


...33 

10. 

...25 11 

Somersetshire 

61 

2. 

...33 

I0„ . .22 

8 

Monmouthshire 


6., 

. . . 35 

10. 

...25 

4 

Devonshire i . . . 


1. 

...30 

6. 

...26 

6 

Cornwall. 


5. 

.,.31 

6. 

...25 

2 

Dorsetshire . ; 

69 

2. 

...30 

7. 

. . .25 

5 

Hampshire ......... 

60 

2. 

...31 

4. 

...24 

8 

North Wales ....... 


9. 

...35 

6. 

...20 

8 

South Wales ...... . 


3. 

...29 

8. 

...18 

5 


* TheLondon Average is always that of the Week preceding. 
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PRESTON ELECTION. 

Kensington, 24 th May , 1826. 

The Parliament will, it seems, 
be dissolved On Tuesday next; 
and on Monday next I shall make 
my entry into Preston, going 
through Manchester, Bolton and 
Chorley.— During my late visit to 
Preston, we travelled fo,ur hun- 
dred and sixty miles, we were 
three evenings at Preston, ad- 
dressing the people, perambu- 
lated the whole of the town twice, 
.Were absent only six nights, and 
got to Kensington again, having' 
slept rather less than twenty-four 


hours, during the whole time. Sir 

Thomas Beevor did more ; for he 
came a hundred miles the day 
before he set off, and went home 
another hundred miles during the 
night that followed the day of his 
return to London! Well may I 
put a mark of admiration here ; 
for never did I before witness 
disinterested public-spirited exer- 
tion like this. To fail with such 
a man by one’s side would be an 
honour greater than any success 
without him could possibly confer. 
—The election may take place 
on the 7th of June; and in all 
probability it will take place on 
the nth. — Several subscription* 


PriD, ' d and Po'-lished by William CUbbett, No 18 3 . T 

[ENTERED AT STATIONERS’ HALU] * * 
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daily air account of such subscrip- 


515 

havfe been received, at Fleet- 
street, during our absence in the 
North, and since our return. 
Those who wish to assist us in this 
way, are requested to do it NOW 
without loss of time. We are 
told, that the enemies, of Reform 
and the sticklers for everlasting 
taxation have started, or are 
about to start, a fourth candidate 
at Preston, in order, if possible, 
to set me aside. I feel confident 
: that they will not succeed ; but 
ibis eirerntfstypee will require ad- 
ditional exertion of every kind. 
-Those who wish to give us further 
pecuniary aid will, therefore, per- 
ceive that no time is to be lost. 

i 

i Sir Thom as Bee v or, the Trea- 
surer, will be. at Preston, after 
the 29th of May ; but money, or 
engagements to pay* money, may 
b*e sent to him there, addressed to 
« Sir T*,B. Bee vor r Bart. , Castle* 
fen* Preston, Lancashire;” or 
money may. be subscribed and 
paid m- .ftfc .Fleet-street, where 
cMr. Joljm Dean will* give receipts 
tby. authority Sh> Thomas Bee- 
vor, and whence he willjeceive 

* I 


tions.- — From the outset we re- 
solved to neglect nothing that lay 
in our power, to accomplish ‘this 
pu r pose . Nothing we haves neg- 
lected ; and nothing we will neg- 
lect. -For my own part, I was 
resolved that the money should be 
expended on no corrupt wretches, 
and in no clandestine transaction. 
It has frequently been said that if 
I were in the House I should do 
nothing ; I should accomplish no- 
thing ; that I should sink out of 
sight. Let the ttial [take place. 
After having been acknowledged 
by the whole nation to, have been 
right with regard Xo all the great 
matters appertaining to the na- 
tion^ difficulties, I felt that it 
would have been dishonourable 
not to express a desire, and te 
make every effort , in my power 
to put myself face to face with 
those men ’ to- whom I have sh 
long been giving warnings in vain. 
I have expressed that desire; 
I am making the effort ; I trust 
and I feel confident, that the effort 
willbe crowned with success tsd 
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** ' ifit be s0 erowned -- «f I ha placed |*ra.orbeforethe7thdiy „f June 

l'«i face to face with these miners of may be: tlmeenoughjand this. I 
!hi my ceiinlryj and if I make good beg our friends (o bear in recol- 

|H ‘ lh ® °P inion 1 ™n do nothing, lection. We, on our parts, shall 

« then I will be corner not only to neglect no effort wkhinourpower; 

* »i»k out of sight, for the future; and I trust that those who wish to 

, k but to- have it said of m«, thaM see me in that House ofCommons 

* di8CWered * a,6nt «>*■» *-d who possess the means of 
A in the whole eourse of my life.- lending assistaD e e wi}t &]my 

* We have already a considerable do every thing that is within tbeir 

“ ° f ”***’ mrovkhng. I power.; — Not having time to am 

ii .think, to enough for the purpose; swer letters at present, I beg aH 

k but more, may he wanted ; we will these gentlemen who have Writfe* 

U fl0 ‘ expend a farthing unlawfully to me on since ^ 

k or unnecessarily ; but, the sub- 15 th of May, to accept ,of - m* 

* 8Ctiber8 have an assuraace > ‘bat thanks for their kindness, and to 

fa not a farthing will he improperly be so good as: to receive this, an 

F employed; and that all that is „ answer to tbeir letters._It is . 

» not wanted will be duly returned, impossible for raetoexpress* ' 

ii in .proportion to the amount of tenth part of the admiration whieb 

» each subscription. There are ex- I feel of the zeal and pubHtrspirit 

l penses inevitable, and perfectly which I witnessed in the North, 

t lawiy and just. Beyond these we Some of the newspapers, town. 

I will not go; but, I beg our rich as well as country, and parlicu- 

I Wends In particularttrrerncmber, larly the Morning. Herald daily 

' our object may be defeated if newspaper, have endeavoured to 
we fail of a sufficiency of means, do justice to- the- nutlet. Bw 
Any 1 subscription^, actually paid .the subject is one to which no pen 
in; or engaged for, by » letter- to can do justice ; W tot the re suft 
8b SHbnAet Busyo a at Preston, be what it mays with regard to 

. E2 ” 
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To the Electors op Preston. 


myself, I have seen in the North 
of England, that which convinces 
me, that Englishmen are, not 
doomed to be slaves. I have seen 
that which convinces me, that, 
though a perseverance 'in the pre- 
. sent measures may bring the 
country down very low , she will 
again revive, and be greater and 
freer than ever. She is now 
pressed down by a load, beneath 
ftfhich she can scarcely exist; that 
?doad she wilf finally shake off, 

' and be in reality, and not 
in vain boast, the envy and 
- admiration of the world. But our 
friends will excuse me for again 
repeating that, in such a case, 
lawful expenditure is not only 
necessary but proper. The peo- 
ple of Preston are numerous ; the 
^electors are numerous, and many 
*6? them poor; and even if the 
seat were obtained without the ex- 
penditure of a hundred pounds, 
it would be due to them after the 
election were over, for us to drink 
with the husbands and brothers, 
and dance with the wives and 
the daughters. It is what I would 


do, at any rate ; and I am sure 
that all our cordial friends would 
do the same.— Letters received 
from Preston to-day, and dated ou 
the 22d inst., gives me assurance 
that the prospect is still as fair as 
when I left that town. On the 
day of the election, we shall have 
our friends from all the numerous 
towns within fprty or fifty miles of 
Preston. I had the happiness to 
shake hands with several gentle- 
men who caipe from Kendal, in 
Westmoreland, on purpose to meet 
me at Preston. We have nume- 
rous friends all round the country ; 
and I beg those friends to recol- 
lect, that NOW is the time for 
them to give effect to their wishes! 

I do, I trust, set them an example 
of exertion, of zeal, and devotion; 
and, it is not too much for me to 
hope that they will follow the ex- 
ample. 

TO THE 

ELECTORS OF PRESfON. 

Kensington , &tl Msy. 

Gentlemen, 

The Parliament will b* dis- 
solved on or abduf Tuesda y, the 
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a * 30th of May. I, with Sir Tho- 
!l * i jias Bbevor and a party of 
mi friends, shall arrive at, Chorley, 
jldi in the afternoon of Monday, the 

«a Twenty-ninth of May; and we 

ii shall enter Preston between six 

)i > and seven o’clock in the evening. 
Ih 1 left you in good humour and 
a ' good spirits; and in that humour 
W and those spirits, I am sure I shall 
hnd you. It is my intention to see 
A every man of you individually if 
' j I can, before the election begins, 
s I hear of coalitions and combina- 
u lions, some of them of the most 
i;; unnatural description; but I am 
* resolved to coalesce with nobody, 
j, and to rely solely upon your un- 
s biassed votes. There having been 
j some reflection cast upon Radiea] 

, Reformers, give me leave to state 
, to you that Mr. Coke, of Norfolk, 

■ has just declared, at a public din- 

ner in London, that he would “ not 
“ again offer himself as acandi- 
“date for Norfolk, but that his 
“absence might let in a less 
“ straight-forward, radical than 
“ himself.” Thus, then, here foa 
radical, who has something to lose , 


though you have been fold, I be- 
lieve, that radicals are men “ who 
“ have every thing to gain and 
“ nothing to lose.”— Gentlemen, 
we shall be with you at the time 
above-narfted ; and we shall come 
with a firm determination to use 
aR the means in our power, to se- 
cure that success, which I trust 
will be looked upon, by the whole 
nation, as beneficial to it, and as 
honourable to you. This is no 
ordinary struggle: it is not a com- . 
mon occasion. It is not merely a 
man presenting himself to you, to- 
obtain a seat in Parliament: it is. 
the cause of England, on which 
you have to decide : if you send 
me . to Parliament, as I am con- 
fident you will, you send me there, 
not only with yourselves at my 
back, but with a very large por- 
tion of ihe intelligent, the publie- 
spjrited, the virtuous part of the 
nation at my back also. Our 
country is in a state of great 
difficulty and danger ; these can- 
not be removed without efficient 
measures being adopted by Par- 
liament; these measures cannot 
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he adopted without feeing sug- 
gested ; I firmly believe that you 
are convinced that I am the maii 
to Suggest such measures; and, 
therefore, I should, for the first 
time in ray life, begin tofdespair 
•of my country, if I could doubt 
of your zeal, and your efficient 
activity, upon this important oc- 
casion.— Let me beseech you, to 
cast from you all recollection of 
party squabbles. The nick name 
of radical has been given to us 
fey our opponents, and, therefore, 
we take it, not being ashamed of 
its application. Hut, for my part, 
I have always abhorred all these 
party distinctions of Whig and 
Tory, and of every other kind. 
1 wish to be known by no other 
application than that of English- 
man. Be men of what party they 
may, they are all my countrymen ; 
it is my desire to haVe the good 
wishes of them all, and it is my 
duty to contribute towards the 
happiness of them ail, if l ean; 
to 1 do every thing in my power ta 
prevent men of property being 
despoiled of their fortunes, and to 


©Ills. * 52ft 

prevent the Working classes from 
being deprived of those enjoy- 
ments, to which they are entitled, 
by their labours. — I entertain the 
deepest sense of gratitude for the 
unbounded kindness which I have 
received at your hands; and l 
remain, 

Gentlemen, 

Your faithful Friend, and 
Most obedient Servant, 

Wm. cobbett. 


CORN BILLS. 

Thu Bill for letting out the 
bonded corn, and also the Bill for 
empowering the Ministers to let 
in more corn during the recess of 
Parliament, passed the House of 
Lords, on the 23d of May. There 
was a division on the first Bill of 
twenty-three against eighty* four ; 
and on the second Bill a division 
of. twenty-eight against seventy- 
eight. The opposition made to 
the Ministers upon this oecasfou 
came, from Nobleraenofvery dif- 
ferent notions as to politics in ge- 
neral; and what they said about 
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oas lax upon bread. They should 
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sfa the conduct of the Ministers was 
en^ perfectly true. It was curious to 
Dill behold the Lord Chancellor 

ik& voting one way, and Lord Redes- 

fori dale voting the other way ! The 

lb? consequences of the me&sune have 

toil already been ruinous to thou- 

sdEnds ; and they will be ruinous 
to hundreds of thousands; but, 
still, the measures were necessa- 

^ ry ; and if the landlords suffer, 

!!T 

they have the consolation of know- 
ing that it is their own fault. The 
remedy for them is, that which 
v would be a blessing to us all; 
if namely, a reduction of taxatim 5 
fe and that remedy they hay© com- 

ii P^ejy in their own hands; if 

il Ihpy will not apply the remedy, 
i let them suffer. Lord Caernar- 
1 vq n said, that the Minister “ al- 
I, “ most hdd them up to public 
“ execration for not agreeing at 
1 “.once to these measures.’' Let 
Lord^ Caernarvon and the.rest of 
Ihe landlords propose to take 
of the nialt and beer taxes: 

^on, ikey will have all ike 
people with them-; and they will 
We ^restates without this odi- i 


say to the Ministers, as people 
say to one another, “Goodvic- ; 
u Inals deserves good drink, and . 
“ cheap bread deserves cheap 
“ beert if we have owe, let no 
“ have the. other.” This h the 
language which we want to hear 
I ^ rom the landlords : let them say 
this, and stand, to it, and all our 
difficulties will soon come to an 
end. 

As to the prospects of crop, f 
have recently crossed elevert 
popntiqs, and seven out of the ele- 
ven in two places, having gone to 
the North through Liverpool, and 
come back, through Derby and 
Leicester. In all these counties 
the wheat is exceedingly good, 
and the other corn, by no means 
bad. Thete is every prospect of 
a fair average crop of every thing; 
and if we baye such a crop, we 
shall, I think, come before Christ* 
mas, to something very much like 
the prices of 1822 ; those prices 
will destroy whole shoals of farm- 
ers; and, after that destruction, 
what is to come l Yet, to make 
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corn dear would be to add to the 
ruin and misery of the manufac- 
turers, if that ruin 'and that misery 
admitted of an addition. How- 
ever, these are the Natural effects 
of the system that we live under; 
and such effects must go on, until 
that system be totally changed. 


SILK-TRADE. 

In consequence of my mention 
(in a speech at Preston) of the 
Silks offered for sale at half the 
price of the weaving, a prQCSOd- 
ing has taken place before the 
Lord Mayor of London, in order 
tq show ? that the C o M ai i^te e for 
the RELIEF OP THE SpITAL- 
fIelds Weavers had nothing to 
do with such offer . I, in my 
speech, said nothing about any 
committee ; but 1 said, that an ad- 
vertisement was put forth in Lon- 
don, purporting, that the silks, thus 
offered, were made by the dis- 
tressed weavers in Spitalfields, 
Now, then, what was this adver- 
tisement! Here it is, word, for 

t 


word, from the Morning Chroni- 
cle of the 12ih May :~ 

“ Distress in Spitalfields. 
“ — We understand that upwards 
of 30,000/. worth of rich silks, 
“ satins, gauzes, Barege de Soie, 
“ Gros des Indes, Shawls, &c. 
“ &c., are now selling without the 
“ least reserve, by commission, for 
“ the relief of the distressed Ma- 
(l nvfacturers in Spitalfields , at 
“ Shears and Co.’s, 120, Regent- 
“ street. The goods are warranted 
ei to be of the most fashionable 
“ description, and will be sold 
fgj less than half they cost 
u making ” 

Was there ever any thing 
plainer than this ! How could 
these goods be sold, for a the re- 
“ lief of the distressed manufac - 
“ turers in Spitalfields ?*’ How 
couljd they be sold for less than 
half the cost of workmanship, un- 
less the remaining part of the cost 
came out of the subscription! 
This might be a lie. But, observe 
well, the Committee for the relief 
of the weavers never thought pro - 
per to contradict this lie , until 
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after the publication of my speech, 
made at Preston . If it were a Ke, 
why did they not contradict it 
sooner ! Where were these men 
to* get thirty thousand pounds 
worth of silks, and to be able to 
sell them for 44 less than half the 
cost of the weaver's wages' * ? This 
Shears and Co. now send a letter 
to the Editor of the Morning 
Herald, in the* following words, 
dated on the 23d of May v ' 

“ Sir, — Having seen a report 
44 of a certain proceeding before 
44 the Lord Mayor, relative to the 
44 Silk Trade, in which our names 
“ were mentioned, we think it our 
44 duty to declare, that we never 
44 have announced ourselves, or 
44 have authorized any person to 
u announce us, as agents of 4 the 
44 Committee for the Management 
“ of the Subscriptions for the 
44 Relief of the distressed Manu- 
44 facturers.’ 

44 We corisider this a proper 
44 opportunity of stating, that we 
44 shall continue our exertions for 
<e the Relief of those Manufac - 
(i turers, by purchasing, with cash 


, 182 te . &30 

44 or -receiving on commission any 
44 goods which they may enable 
44 us to offer to the public at a rea- 
44 sonable price.-* 

Very true: they did not ex- 
pressly say in their advertisement 
that they were the 44 Agents ' y of 
the Committee; but if they did 
not make use of the very words, 
they did full as much ; for they 
said, that they were selling the 
silks, 44 BY COMMISSION, for 
44 the relief of the distressed Ma- 
44 nnfacturers in Spit a (fie Ids” It 
is miserable equivocation, there- 
fore, to say that they were not the 
Agents of the Committee. And 
again observe, that this advertise- 
ment passed wholly unnoticed by 
that Committee, until after the 
speech made by me at Preston 
had been read in Loudon. At 
any rate the subscribing work 
gave rise to this advertisement of 
Shears and Co. ; and every one 
must see that every transaction 
of this sort must have a tendency 
to ruin all ihose whose means are 
engaged in the silk trade. How 
are the master manufacturers of 
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Macclesfield to preserve even a 
remnant of their property, if thirty 
thousand pounds worth of silks at 
a time can be offered for sale in 
London, at less than half the cost 
of weaving? 

MEDAL 

OF MR. COBBETT. 

There is a bronze-medal of me, 
which has been, made from a cast , 
taken about a year ago. It is 
about four inches in diameter; 
and is, I believe, a very , good 
likeness, as far as such things ever 
are, or can be, likenesses. It is, 
by my permission, sold at No. 183, 
Fleet-street, for the artist , or pro- 
prietor. I do not recommend any 
one to purchase it; it was not 
ntade by ,my desire ; I yielded 
with great reluctance to the taking 
of the cast; my best picture is in 
my books ; when they shall be 
forgotten, all other pictures of me 
will he rubbish : but the artist 
has made the medal, and that, too, 
by great labour and at great ex- 
pense; and I should think it Jiard 


in me not to give this notification 
on the subject There are many 
persons* who are curieus iq thig ; 
way ; I am not, bid I am not to 
control tb$ taste of others. I. 
have no interest whatever in the 
thing; Ido not even recommend 
the purchase of. it ; hut, I think it 
would have been hard to refuse to 
give this notice of it.— Mr.Rouw 
took the cast and made the model, 
and the die was made by Mr. 
Baddeeey.— 1 The price is One 
Pound, 


SPEECHES 

OF 

SIR THOMAS BEEVOR, 

AND 

MR. COBBETT, 

At Preston, on the 16 th and YHh 
of May , 1826, taken from the 
Morning Herald, (LondonNews- 
paper) of the 19 th and 20th of 
May . 

' Preston, 16J& Moy, 

Sib Thos. Beevor caip® 
ward, aqd spoke as follows:— 
Gentlemen, I am now cpme before, 
you* to redeem the pledge of say-, 
ing a few words to you, regarding 
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the attempts which* have been 
making to secure IVIr. Cobbett’s 
return to Parliament. These at- 
tempts originated in the county in 
which I have the honour to reside, 
the county of Norfolk, with two or 
three gentlemen, who, like my- 
self, were readers of Mr. Cobbett’s 
writings — who approved of the- 
principles which he maintained 
*“~who admired the talents, the 
perseverance, the uncompromis- 
ing, undaunted spirit with which 
he advocated those principles. — 
(Cheers.) These gentlemen did 
me- the honour to say that they 
thought that it was in my power 
to serve the cause of the public. I 
acquiesced. 5 I took .some steps to 
promote the object, but waited for 
a nearer prospect of a dissolution 
of Parliament, before I took any 
decisive measures. That prospect 
now approaches. 1 1 have stated, 
in an advertisement inserted in 
Mr. Cobbett’s Resist ev and a few 
of the London papers, that a meet- 
ing would be held for the purpose 
of promoting the return of Mr. 
Cobbett. A meeting was accord- 


ingly held, where resolutions were 
agreed to, and a subscription set 
on foot fordefraying any expenses 
that may take place. So far then 
we did all that was necessary or 
in our power to do. There was, 
however, one thing which we 
could not do, and that is in your 
power to do — you have. Gentle- 
men, in the kindest manner, sent 
a requisition to Mr. Cobbett, call- 
ing on him to offer himself for the 
representation of this borough. 
By that act you have done him the 
greatest honour, and Ke feels it; 
and allow me to add. Gentlemen, 
that you have also done your- 
selves the greatest honour, for L 
do not. hesitate to say, that you 
could not find, in the kingdom, a 
man who possesses, in a greater 
degree, the power, or \yho, with 
the power, unites more the will to 
serve his country.— (Cheers.) Gen- 
tlemen, allow me to say, that I 
have no selfish motives — no mo- 
tives of ambition to gratify— I 
am .actuated solely by a desire 
to serve the general cause of the 
l wish to «ee the people 
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well fed, well clothed, happy and 
contented, as they once were. — 
(Cheers.) If any man can bring 
forward and recommend the ne- 
cessary measure# for the safety 
of the country, Mr. Cobbett is the 
man ; and this is the motive that 
induces me to take the active part 
I am taking with a view to pro- 
mote the return of Mr. Cobbett. J 
have felt the benefit of attending: 
to his principles in my own private 
arrangements. I am therefore de- 
sirous to see the same principles 
applied to public transactions, cer- 
tain that equal benefit would flow 
from it. Gentlemen, I shall take 
the liberty of noticing a report 
which has been industriously cir- 
culated in this town. It has been 
said, I understand, that Mr. Cob- 
bett has no intention of returning 
to Preston after this visit ; that 
his coming here is only a spree, an 
amusement, adopted without any 
serious intention on his part of 
’resuming the purpose which he 
has stated to you ; that his Com- 
mittee in London are to bear the 
expenses of the journey, and that 
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it is done solely with the view of 
annoying some other * candidate. 
Gentlemen, I will not address the 
authors of such a report, on the 
score of principle, but 1 will ap- 
peal to them on that principle 
which they can appreciate— 
namely, the principle of interest. 
Why, Gentlemen, you may all 
know, for the Resolutions agreed 
to at a public meeting in London 
declare it, that in case Mr. Cob- 
bett is not nominated for any 
place, and that the money is not 
fairly appropriated to the legiti- 
mate purpose of his return, the 
Committee are bound to restore 
every farthing of their money to 
the subscribers. Consequently, if 
any such intention as that im- 
puted to us in the report be really 
acted on, the Committee must pfcy 
for this spree out of their own 
pockets. Gentlemen, is it proba- 
ble that they would act in this 
manner — is it consistent with com- 
mon sense ? I ’ pledge myself to 
you that Mr. Cobbett deeply re- 
grets, as I do, the necessity he is 
under of leaving you at this mo- 
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ment ; that he will, as soon as 
possible, return here, and will 
show himself amongst you. As 
soon as the day of election arrives, 
here he will be td receive your 
support, and to fight the battle to 
the last. — (Cheers.) 

Mr. COBJBETT then came 
forward and addressed the Meet- 
ing as follows: — “ Gentlemen — 
Again 1 thank you for the honour 
you have done me in assembling 
in such multitudes to listen to 
what I have to say to you. I last 
night endeavoured to show to you 

t 

the necessity of some great change 
in our affairs — something to alter 
the nature of the relation between 
the employer and the employed.' 
I then spoke to you of the means 
of effecting that necessary change. 
There are various subordinate 
means of doing it, but the great 
remedy of all is a Reform in the 
Commons House of Parliament. 
—(Cheers.) Without a Reform 
you can effect nothing. All that 
I can do to induce that sort of 
feeling in the country, that will at 


last produce a reform, to create 
it in the House itself, to call it up 
amongst the people at large, shall 
be put in execution ; for without a 
Reform the country must ulti- 
mately become one scene of .beg- 
gary and misery. Let no one 
flatter himself with the notion, that 
the bad times, as they are called, 
are going to pass away. They are 
not like the bad weather — the frost 
and snow; they have not been 
occasioned by the blowing of the 
winds : they have not been brought 

V, : 

about by the riature of the season. 
No, they are all the work of the 
acts of the Government. Gentle- 
men, without a Reform, the con- 
duct of that Government cannot be 
expected materially to change ; 
and until that Reform take place, 
nothing will be done that can pro- 
duce any great benefit to the peo- 
ple. The employers will go on 
sinking more and more, embar- 
rassments will gather upon them, 
until they actually become poor 
men— -and as to the workmen, I 
have not the heart to describe -the 
miseries whieb they will suffeir. 
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To prevent this impending afflic- 
tion there must be a Reform in 
the Representation. We have a 
right to ask it — to ask such a Par- 
liament as our forefathers bad 
when measures were constantly 
adopted, under which they lived 
contentedly, were well clothed, 
well fed, and had an abundance 
of all those things which make life 
easy and happy. — (Great cheer- 
ing.) I have been told that a cer- 
tain gentleman, a near resident of 
this place, has spoken som^jyhat 
virulently against what he has 
been pleased to call the Radical 
Reformers. 1 hear, Gentlemen, 
that he has gone so far as to say, 
after having been honoured by the 
premises of votes by some of the 
^electors of Preston, that he ab- 
solved (I really do not know who 
gave him the power of absolution) 
•—(Laughter), all those who pro- 
mised him their votes, if the pro- 
jmses were made by the men 
called “ Radicals/’ You know, 
I dare say, the gentlemanto whom 
LaHud^ I do not speak against 
him* I Hmuld* Kttt wish to deprive 


him of a single vote; but lam 
very deeply concerned in this 
sweeping defiance pronounced 
against -the Radicals, seeing that! 
am myself a^Jtladical— (A laugh), 
— ;for T am thoroughly convinced, 
that until a Radical Reform takes 
place, it is in vam that you take 
any measures for relief. The 
people will go deeper and deeper 
in misery, until the whole country 
is sunk in ruin. How comes it, 
let me ask, that we are called by 
this same word, “ Radical % ” 
We did not give it to ourselves. 
However* no matter* I assume it, 
I am satisfied with. it. What 
does it mean ? let us see— it comes 
from the Latin word radix, which 
signifies a root. Radical means, 
therefore, going to foe root. New 
we complain that foe country. is 
getting worse and worse, that the 
great distress which is felt arises 
from the chopping and changing 
about of the men who govern u*. 
This very Government* now admits 
itself foe existence of distress* and 1 , 
by the by, theydre frighfenedeut 
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tbrjrare sajing so. — (Loud laugh- 
ter.) These are the evils — they 
*stare twin the face — and we say 
the only application ought to be 
a radical one. If one of your 
formers has a d— -1 of a dock-weed 
■in his ground — he will not cut or 
-pare — he will not lop it to let it 
grow again — no, he knows its na- 
tnre to be noxious, and he resolves 
at once to get clear of it by the 
root, and he brings him down a 
•terrific dock-digger to turn it out. 
- — (Great laughing.) Now, Gen- 
tlemen, this is precisely the course 
which we Radicals would wish to 
take. — Shall we not tear up the 
evils that are exhausting our 
Strength I Shall we not tear them 
up by tbe root! Shall we allow 
diem to grow up in our sight! 
’Shall we stand by and -see them 
increasing, and hear the while 
those Ministers lift tip their heads 
And raise their eyes and pray to 
God to relieve us?: Shall we not 
pat ent shoulders to> the wheel— 
janhke the peasant in the fable, 
. who mUedi on Jupiter ibr assist- 
ance without- doing any thing to 


assist himself; shall we not put, 
I say, our shoulders to the wheel, 
and cry out to God to assist us, at 
the same time that we are ready 
to help ourselves ! — (Cheers.) 
Shall we not apply out dock, 
digger! Shall we not have the 
evils taken out by the roots?— 
(Great applause.) Ought this gen- 
tleman to have heaped his abase 
on the Radicals ! — ought he to say 
that the Radical is as bad as the 
Tory — ought he to say he should 
absolve ‘(by the way, I never heart! 
of absolution being given on Ac- 
count of sins, I always thought 
that it was on account of repent- 
ance), but ought he to say, that 
he would absolve them from their 
promises for being Radicals! The 
only sin they committed, the only 
thing they want absolution for, 
was for havings given him any 
promise at all. — (Laughter and 
cheers.) Aye, but these gentle- 
men themselves do talk of a Re- 
form; they will tell you of Lord 
John Russell V Reform. Bid ft 
happen to any of you eve#' to shi 
the parson of my Lorid John Rus* 
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sell, because if you did> I would 
take my oath, that not one of you 
would ever think of listening to 
any project that he could propose. 
However, let me explain to you 
what that plan of his exactly is. 
In the first place — and this is a 
secret worth your knowing, parti- 
cularly at this moment— this Re- 
form plan of my Lord John Rus- 
sell would take away the votes of 
about nine-tenths of the electors of 
Preston. I will. (ell you how it 
would do so. The Constitution of 
Opr forefathers — Magna Charta — 
that glorious instrument of our 
liberties, of which our rulers are 
wont so much to boast — of which 
we too boast — which' we too think 
to be a glorious, a useful thing — 
if we had it — (a laugh) ; this great 
Charter contains these impres- 
sive words, and they are well 
worth your attention — they are 
emphatic, and though in a small 
compass, contain a great deal 
■ — & character that applies to most 
of the enactments that were framed 
in those early times “ Item— 
It is agreed and recorded thaLpo 


Englishman shall be taxed without 
his own consent.” — (Great cheer- 
ing.) *Now, Lord J. Russell says 
that he adheres to the letter of this 
.clause, and that, according to his 
plan, all persons who are taxed 
are to have a vote. — Agreed, we 
say ; let that be so, and we con- 
cur at once. “ Aye, aye/' rejoins 
Lord John, “ but taxecf people 
means people who pay direct 
taxes;” and here is the way yon 
are continually juggled out of 
your rights. To prove to you how 
unjust, how iniquitous this course 
woul^ be, let me state a few par- 
ticulars to you.— The whole ofihe 
taxes for the year 1825, (I have 
the book by me, it is printed by 
order of Parliament), according 
to this book, amounted to 57 mil- 
lions. Why, the bare mention of 
such a sum}, fifty-seven millions !— 
is enough to turn the brain of any 
man but an Englishman. — (Laugh- 
ter.) Except in England, I don’t 
think there is as much gold in the 
whole world as would pay this sum r . 
It would make any person but an 
Englishman staring road even to 
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think ofsnch a sura. Nevertheless, 
it is raised— it is paid by all— it 
is a charge borne bjrus all. But 
Lord John Russell would give the 
power of voting only to those who 
paid direct taxes ; that is to say, 
the persons to whom the tax-ga- 
therer actually comes and says, 
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mainirig 52 millions no votes at all. 

| (Shame.) Is that according to 
the Constitution ? Is it agreeable 
to justice, to reason, to any prin- 
ciple of huriiariity, any principle 
of Jaw ever known in this king- 
dom ?-(No, no.) No, my friends, 
_ U is not. Let me explain to you a 

‘ Pay me so much,” and takes the little how it is you pay these 62 
money and signs a receipt for it. millions; which, though you pay 
You will see that only of a very it as sure as it is day, yet you 

few of you indeed can it be said are not to be voters at elections 
that you pay direct taxes ; in fact, unless you keep carriages, horses, 
millions raised in taxes, dogs-in short, unless you have 

no more than five millions and those things, which a man can live 

some odd hundreds of pounds are very well without having at all 
raised in direct taxes; the direct (A laugh.) Let me look to the 
tax-payers being only those who book, -(taking up the finance ac- 
keep carriages, dogs, horses, who count); here it is.— I fi„ d the taxes 
hwe more than five windows to to amount to the sum of fifty, 
their houses, or have land ; these seven miliions five hundred and 
are, you perceive, but a few com- twenty-three thousand pounds, five 

pared with- the number of the shillings, and one penny._(Loud 
whole -community. And yet, ac- laughing.) You see how they 
cording to Lord J. Russell's plan keep the accounts, even to a 
of Reform, only those few would penny.-(Laughter.) I always ad- 
have the right of voting at elec- mired this Government for bei ngso 
tions... S.o that the payers of the perfectly correct; so - truly scfu- 
five millions would have all the pulous. In another place we have 
votes, and the payers of the re- the account kept to a fartbin* - 
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Admirable Government ! that can, 
in an account of millions and thou- 
sands, carry over a Single penny, 
and make a return of tfcfe farthing ! 
—(Much laughing.) 'They don’t, 
however, with all their wonderful 
care, tell us how much of it they 
take for themselves — (a laugh); 
4hat they don’t do. Shall I now 
give you a notion of the manner in 
which you pay this, fifty^ millions 
of indirect taxes 1 — (Yes, yes.) In 
the first place, in beer, there is 
raised yearly a sum of three mil- 
lions two hundred and thirty-one 
thousand two hundred and fifty 
pounds, thirteen shillings, and 
eightpence. Drop a great part 
Of the figures; and reme&iber only 
three millions three hundred thou* 
sand pounds. The Lords and great 
men pay none of this— they don’t 
'drink taxed beer— they brew their 
heer in their own houses ; and 
upon that they take care to lay no 
tax ; then there is no article that 
enters into the composition of beer 
besides, that is not taxed ; there 
is the publican’s license — the very 
candle that you drink it by— the 
very glass you drink out ot— the 
very stool that you sit upon — all 
are taxed : so that out of sixpence 
(hat you pay for your beef at a 
public-house, and X pledge myself 
to demonstrate, 1 • know it r for I 
have brewed it with my own hands, 


and I defy any person in the, 
kingdom to contradict me with 
truth, that fourpence-balfpenny is 
given to theGovermment-*andtbat 
if the taxes were off, you would,, 
for that which you now pay six- 
pence, pay only three halfpence.— 
(Great cheering.) And after pay- 
ing at this precious rate, shaM we 
have no votes 1 What I only those; 
who keep carriages and dogs to 
have votes 1 The next is the tax 
on candles — the candles that the 
poor man burns at night in his 
cottage; and that amounts to 
442,739/. — a good round sum. 
He pays seven pence a pound for 
candles, which any farmer might 
make in his o\fn house for three- 
pence. Another item is for printed 
cotton-goods; and the amount of 
that is 1,683,496/. 18s. 8 \d. Here 
is a pretty score — nearly two mil- 
lions — three-fourths of which are 
paid by the women and girls* 
gowns.— nearly two millions ! And 
then they will not let their hus- 
bands vote at elections. — (A 
laugh.) Now, Gentlemen, this 
item nearly ^concerns you. ' Se® 
what three and a half square 
yards of this article pay in taxes 
— take off the taxes, — let them 
be divided between you who work 
and yottr employer— wy at v dfi 
events, if the Government insist 
upon having it all, they might 
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i aHowyou a i least to vote. Another so ; because the tax-gatherer does 

i item deserves your attention— the not come to your door, and make 

i taxon tea, amonntingtod, 225,080/. his demand* “Here, pay me so 

i I6f. 2| d. Keep in mind only the much for this.” I only wish he 

I four millions. I explained to you did come. I only wish the tax- 

i last night, that on this article of tea, gatherer came to the mistress, at 

whatever the East India Cora- her breakiast, to ask for his three* 

!• party (that is to say, the merchant) pence on the tea ; if he did, I 

* charges for it, the Government would he bound for it, he would ' 

t lays a tax amounting to that price, not do it many times. — (Mach 

i If a man pays 20 for a quantity laughters) No, no, they donH go 

e of tea at the India House, the to work in that way ; they get it 

Si Government makes him pay 20/. out of you invisibly— you know 

a more *to ‘them before he can bring nothing about it ; that lady, who 

* it away ; and by the time that it is now looking up at me, thought 

s, comes to be purchased by the when she was sipping the pleasing 

it poor roan, he is obliged to pay beverage of rooming, and may be 

II ninepenee for that which costs only complaining of its dearness, little 

t- threepence at the India House, she thought that the three-fourths 

g! And after even this, he is to have of what she paid for it went into 

i no vote. Then your sugar i$.taxed ; the pockets of the Government.*— 

* every thing is taxed ; it is enough (Much laughing.) And shall this 

to turn the brain to see these good lady’s husband not be per- 

! things ; tobacco and snuff— a man milted to vote at elections, because 
cannot take a pinch of snuff with- the money paid by her in taxes 
out paying a tax; the dust be- does not come directly from her to 
tween bis finger and thumb -has the Government ? Is that justice 1 
yielded a tax ; and this tax amounts Will the people be contented with 
to nearly two millions. You can- it? — (No, no.) We have convince 
not do arfy thing — snuffy fill' your ing reason for believing that if aU 
pipe, eat* drink, without paying the Members of that House were 
tax; every thing you touch, the sent there by the people freely^ 
very air you breathe almost is. chosen, as they certainly are not, 
tamed;, and because it is paid in they would speak the voice ofthe 
an indirect way, you do not know people. And , is it not dear to.de* 
how— you pay it insensibly — you inoastratiou, that the. people would 
dq not know that you are doing never desire, nor would their 
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faithful Representatives, if they 
had them, suffer them to be over- 
whelmed, as they are, with this 
burden of taxes? Therefore, Gen- 
tlemen, all these plans of Reform 
that we hear of— the Reforms of the 
Lord Johns, the Lord Charleses, 
the Lord Williams, and the Lord 
God knows who ! (a laugh) are 
useless at last. They are Reforms 
that only tend to dimraffeh the 
power of the people, and never to 
extend^ that power. — (Cheers.) 
Need I say any thing more to 
show you the injustice of this pro- 
ject of Lord John Russell than 
this ? It would take away nine- 
teen twentieths of the votes which 
you have to give before a month, 
and all of which I trust you will 
give to me ! — (A laugh.) And let 
me tell you, that according to their 
way of thinking, they are right in 
making an attempt to deprive the 
electors of Preston of their votes. 
They are afraid of the example 
of such a free principle of election 
as exists amongst you — they think 
there is something catching in it — 
that the country, seeing its benefits 
among you, would desire to enjoy it 
themselves ; therefore, to be , con- 
sistent with their own system, they 
endeavour to break up the body of 
electors of Preston, reduce you, 
and make you, as the inhabitants 
of other, boroughs are, a mass of 


slaves, to be transferred for money, 
and to receive your absolution, 
procured I know not how. I repeat, 
then, that if Lord John Russell’s 
plan be carried into . effect, you 
will be deprived of your votes! 
Gentlemen, it cannot be expected 
— it would be absurd to expect it 
— that any great change can take 
place in your favour, until a 
thorough change is effected in the 
Commons House of Parliament. 

| A change there would be for the 
universal benefit. What a state 
the couutry is in ! Every thing is 
out of joint; ruin every where 
stares us in the face; ministers 
are driven to their last shifts; they 
look around them, not knowing 
what to turn to next; one time 
they complain of a surplus of 
food ; another time they complain 
of a surplus of mouths ; population 
is too thin here; the women have 
too many children there ; now they 
pay the Irish to emigrate to Cana- 
da ; then they pay the Scotch to 
stay at home ; in short, they are so 
bewildered, so completely bother- 
ed, as they say, that God only 
knows what will be the end of it 
all. But, Gentlemen, one thing 
is sufficiently clear — it becomes 
us to do all we can to promote 
the welfare and happiness of our 
neighbours, our children, and-our 
country. You have, Gentlemen; 
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a great deal in your power. If it 
were not my sincere conviction, 
as it is, that 1 could do a great 
deal in that House, 1 would not, 1 
assure you, give you or myself the 
trouble of offering to represent 
you in Parliament. But 1 am con- 
vinced that I can do much there ; 
you have it in your power to send 
me there; if you do send me 
there, I will discharge my duty 
in every one bf the respects that 
1 am called upon to act. It may 
happen, Gentlemen, the day may 
come when the voters at Preston 
those, at least, who shall have voted 
for me, shall have to say, “ Behold 
our country is saved; such and 
such a good has been achieved ; 
every class is prosperous; our 
freedom is secured ; our Sovereign 
is safe ; our Constitution is unim- 
paired ; and we, the men of Pres- 
ton, have the glory of having sent 
to the House of Commons, the 
man who has taken the lead in 
proposing the measures which 
have produced these good re- 
sults.” — (Cheers.) Gentlemen, ] 
say this, and you are very well 
convinced that I say it in the most 
serious sense it can be spoken. 
I call on you to do your duty ; 1 
am ready to perform mine. J 
pledge myself to you never, di- 
rectly or indirectly, to put one far- 
thing of your earnings into my 


pocket. What need I ? I live upon; 
the me^ns supplied my own in- 
dustry. I have enough ; I have 
as much as I want in my own 
earnings ; to these earnings I have 
a right, and I do enjoy them ; and 
nothing that Kings or Parliament 
could bestow is an object of ambi- 
tion to me. I am ambitious about 
nothing except to serve my coun- 
try — above all, to serve that la- 
bouring, working class, in which I 
myself was born, and to belong to 
which has been my pride — will be 
my pride to the day of my death. 
— (Loud cheering.) Gentlemen, 
I thank you for the patience with 
which you have heard me ; it would 
give me the greatest pleasure to re- 
main amongst you, but that I must 
start, I think, to-morrow night, to 
travel all night to London. The 
moment I hear that Parliament is 
dissolved, that moment I will set 
out to join you. You will then have 
the opportunity of effecting that 
purpose which L hope you will 
effect, and which, when it is ef- 
fected, will be as much to your 
interest as it is to my honour.— 
(Loud cheering.) 

Preston , May 17. 

Mr. COBBETT paraded the 
streets in an open carriage this 
evening, attended by some of his 
immediate friends, and a large con- 
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course of followers, with flags and 
music, enlivened the procession. 
Before the inn, from the windo.w 
of which he spoke, a much greater 
orowd was collected than on any 
former day. His address was to 
the following effect: — He began 
by giving a flat denial to a report 
which he understood prevailed in 
the town, that he and his friends 
came down there merely for sport, 
lit was pretty sport to travel such 
a distance. However, he declared, 
that as soon as he ascertained the 
time at which a dissolution would 
take place, and as soon as the 
election was fixed, he and Sir T. 
Beevor would leave London and 
join his friends at Preston. He 
and Sir T. Beevor had just signed 
a paper to that effect, addressed 
to the electors of Preston. They 
might therefore treat all such ru- 
mours as idle fictions intended to 
deceive and mislead. He had, 
he said, made up his mind to ena- 
ble the electors of Preston to tri- 
umph, through him, to make him 
the instrument of their victory 
over had principles, over misgo- 
vernment, over all those sources 
of injury and misfortune to the 
country. a Gentlemen,” continued 
Mr. Cobbett, “ I last night had the 
pleasure- of explaining to you the 
nature of that Parliamentary Re- 
form w-hich I deemed necessary to 


the effecting of the great change 
which the condition of our country 
requires so much. I explained to 
you why that Reform was called 
Radical. I showed you how, for 
the want of that reform, the coun- 
try was continually suffering, and 
would continue to suffer, and par- 
ticularly the labouring classes; 
how, for want of it, the dinner of 
the workman was taken from bin* 
— hi3 dinner, for that after all, is 
the practical mischief ; it is not 
talking about the name of the 
thing, nor about principles, bat it 
is viewing the operation of the sys- 
tem as it produces practical mis- 
chief — as it takes away from the 
working man his dinner, and gives 
it to the. idle man who ought to 
have no dinner at all. This is the 
way to look at it with a view to its 
producing the proper impression 
upon our minds. If I am not able 
to demonstrate the truth of that 
which I assert, with respect to this 
system, then consider me as an 
impostor, or a deluder of the peo- 
ple, as one who seeks to stir up 
discord, and breed confusion, in- 
stead of trying, as solemnly is my 
object, to establish order, and per- 
petuate harmony, throughout the 
country. Gentlemen,, they tell us 
that oiir plan of reform is imprac- 
ticable— that is, that it cannot be 
carried info effect — it can’t be 
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done^ I pnly wish they would try. 
—(A laugh.) It is a maxim we 
are all acquainted with, try before 
you give up. Let them try : we 
only ask for the country much 
about the same sort of system for 
our reform that you have here 
amongst you in Preston. They 
say, if our plans were carried into 
effect, they would create combus- 
tion, bring about confusion, and 
God knows what. Why, Gentle- 
men, let me ask, is there any 
combustion in Preston 1 — (A 
laugh.) I hear of none. I hear 
of no throats being cut — no revo- 
lution going on — property is as 
safe here — lives are as secure here 
as in any part of the country with 
which I am acquainted. And yet 
here you have something like 
Universal Suffrage. Here is in 
practice that thing which they tell 
us is the fertile source _of confu- 
sion and revolution, and where do 
you find a more beautiful town in 
England — a people more peace 
ful and orderly 1 Here are before 
me probably ten thousand people ; 
among you there is no ill-humour 
— no not even one instance of dis- 
order* from the beginning to the 
end, have 1 observed throughout 
the immense multitudes which 
have assembled for these three 
days. And yet you have the sys- 
tem of representation amongst you . 


vyhich is denounced as the pro* 
ducer of disturbance. Gentlemen;, 
we want for the whole country 
to have the benefit of this system. 
We ask for the law of England — 
the law of our forefathers, which 
says that no Englishman shall be 
taxed except by his own consent $ 
that is to say, by his consent, 
given by himself or his represen- 
tative id the Commons House of 
Parliament. — Commons House* 
Gentlemen, pray observe ; for for~ 
merlv all Englishmen who were 
not Nobles were called the Com- 
mons, — II was not the lower or-; 
ders, nor the mob, but the Com- 
mons. We. want the law which 
| says that every man who pays a. 
tax shall have a vote in putting' 

1 a member into the House of Com- 
| mons. Now, if you can show me 
| a man in the country that pays no 
tax, he must, in the first place, 
wear no clothes— (a laugh) ; he 
must neither eat nor drink— he 
must be such a man as Mr. 
Malthus and the anti-breeding 
people would have — -stark naked, 
neither eating nor drinking. Find 
me only such a* fnan, and then 
[ shall say, “ Let that fellow have 
no vote.” — (Loud Jatighing.) Let 
every man come to age have w 
[ vote— I say every man who is not 
incapacitated by infirmity— every 
man who is not a criminal — who 
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has not been a felon — every in- 
nocent man in the community, is 
entitled to a vote at elections. O, 
but, say they, there would be a 
difficulty — there would be such 
fuss and confusion in making out 
the lists of those who have, arrived 
at the age of 21 in each parish or 
district. But please to remember, 
good Gentlemen, you found out 
the way of.doing it for the militia — 
(cheers and laughter), and you do 
still find it out for the same pur- 
pose. Yes, you find out the name 
of every householder — his Chris- 
tian name — his surname -r- his 
place of residence ; and you com- 
pel the landlord to disclose the 
same particulars respecting an in- 
mate of his house : not only do 
you do this, but you find out if 
he is healthy— if all his limbs are 
perfect ; — -if, in short, he is fit to 
be a soldier. And then you have 
your lists and balloting- box ; and, 
when you jdraw the name of a 
particular party, if he is not ready 
%o come forward, you clap him 
into prison. Why can you not 
have your lists and your account 
of particulars as well for an elec- 
tion I Let them but try ; but no, 
they will not — like all those who 
could, but will not r — they never 
will Concur in a change, until 
there isvsomebody in the proper 
place who \ has the courage to 


propose it, and the skill to show 
it* necessity by arguments so co- 
gent that there is no getting rid 
of them. Aghin, Gentlemen, they 
say — well, if you had this reform, 
what good would it do you 1 I’ll 
tell you in a moment what good 
it wou!d v do Earl Grey, when 
he was Mr. Grey, in the year 
1793, presented a petition to the 
House of Commons, of which he 
was a- Member, and which peti- 
tion is recorded on the Journal of 
the House. In this petition, signed 
by his own hand, he stated, and 
offered to prove the assertion at 
the bar of the Honourable House, 
that sixty-five JNoblemen, Mem- 
bers of the House of Peers, and 
fifteen or sixteen great Common- 
ers, returned by their influence, 
a majority of the Members of the 
House of Commons. You know, 
Gentlemen, that every thing in 
that House is decided by the ma- 
jority, so that in effect the handful 
of Peers and Commoners who re- 
turned the majority, might as well 
have returned the whole. Well, 
Gentlemen, they having posses- 
sion of this power, what use do 
they make of it ? Why, to pro- 
vide excellently well for their fa- 
milies and dependants out of the 
taxes. No sparing here: they 
provide lor them excellently well, 
and this is why they lay on taxes. 
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It would be. strange indeed, if 
having the facility, they did net 
use it to serve themselves and 
their relatives. Hence the enor- 
mous grants voted nominally to 
the King. But the King don’t 
get any of it — he no more spends 
it than you or I. No, it goes to the 
Master of the Horse — the Steward 
of the Household. This one takes 
a part, the other has a share — in 
this way they cut and divide it 
amongst them. This, Gentlemen, 
is the grease that greases the 
wheels of the machine. It is a 
monstrous machine, the wheels of 
which would never be got to turn 
were it not for the application of 
this grease. Another effect of 
Reform would be the putting 
down of the enormous system 
which has brought about all this 
distress. It is not a distress of a 
moment — existing to-day and gone 
in a few months — no ; it arises 
from the accumulatien of debt 
during the late war, and the enor- 
mous dead-weight, making in all 
37 millions out of the 57 millions, 
and five millions more are paid 
for collecting alone. Gentlemen j 
I proclaim it — it should be known 
to all the country — every man 
should repeat it once a day for a 
twelvemonth, that the bare collec- 
tion of the taxes, including pay- 
ments. of all sorts, whether salaries 


or pensions in that account, the 
bare collecting costs the conutry 
every year more money than the 
whole taxes of the United States 
of America amount to, for the 
maintenance of the Government, 
for the* payment of the interest of 
their debt, for supporting their 
army, and for building up a large 
fleet at the same time, which, if ' 
we don’t take care, will be ready 
in a short time to cope with' the 
fleet of England, and while all 
this is going on the people are 
living well and contentedly. Is 
not this monstrous ? is it not suffi- 
cient to awaken any people ? Can 
the syste»r»be a good one which 
has such materials to compose it 1 
— No. But, Gentlemen, to return 
to the debt and the dead weight. 
Persons may talk as they will, 
but they censure Ministers un- 
justly, who blame them for not 
taking off the taxes, and do not 
first ask them to reduce the inte- 
rest of the Debt. In the county 
of Norfolk, in the year 1823, we 
petitioned for a reduction of the 
interest of the Debt, and a reduc- 
tion of taxes, but we accompanied 
our prayer with this condition — 
that they would not touch one far* 
thing of the Debt, until they first 
abolished all unmerited salaries, « 
grants, and pensions. Not one 
farthing was to be taken from tbe ; 
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fundholder until they had first 
done that Let them take away 
a large part of the taxes. There 
will be no distress — men’s lives 
will be easier — there will be no 
disposition to disturbance— there 
will be no need of an army to 
keep the peace. And why, Gen- 
tlemen, do they not wish to adopt 
this easy course? Because they 
do not like to , part with these 
grants, these sinecures, these emo- 
luments, which they now so abun- 
dantly enjoy. How, then, are we 
to have the Debt reduced? There 
k the itch. How are they to be 
prevailed upon to take the preiimi- 
'uary step of giving up^ their own 
emoluments ? Why by the peo- 
ple’s utianimous voice — by that 
voice being addressed to them in 
a loud significant tone. And how 
are the people to be induced to 
utter that voice, unless theFe he’ 
somebody within the House with 
the courage, and the industry, and 
the knowledge sufficient to state 
facts, and urge them to the consi- 
deration of those facts by adequate 
arguments ? These arguments and 
facts must be reiterated': they 
must by repetition be made fami- 
liar to the nation. That done, 
the system ends. Let the people 
only be unanimous, and that is 
sufficient. The rich man as well 
as the poor man will ask for a 


change. The farmer, the master 
manufacturer, will see that it is his 
interest to have a change as well 
as the poor man, and unanimity 
once established between the mid- 
dling class and the working elass, 
there is an end of the system. The 
interest of the dfibt would then be 
reduced. The taxes would be 
brought down to what they were 
before the war. Before the last 
war the taxes of the country were 
sixteen millions, now they are 
fifty-seven millions, and that in- 
crease has taken place without 
being accompanied by the smallest 
increase in the means of paying it. 
f f statements like these being made 
in the House itself were spread 
abroad amongst the people, if there 
was a man in that House of cou- 
rage, of ability, with a sufficient 
stock of knowledge, but above all, 
with integrity, that would impress 
upon the House, and convince the 
country that a change was indis- 
pensable, then would the system 
end, and then would the country 
be prosperous and happy once 
more. Then would the ship- 
owner, the merchant, the great 
farmer^ the manufacturer, be ena- 
bled to preserve ibeir profits fox 
their children. Then would the 
working classes live better — wheat 
would Jbe four shillings the bushel 
— beer two-pence the pot — the 
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master would get a fair return from for the power to begin. I am 
bis enterprise— the workman would persuaded that you will give me 
get the fruits of his industry— then what I ask ; and I would not ask 
we might set the foreign manufac- it, were I not certain that I would 
tterers at defiance — then there prove the means of saving the 
would be no half work— no crib- country. Gentlemen, if ydu do 
bing of wages— then there would send me into that Honse, the time 
be no want of employment— no will come, when you will have to 
want ofadequate reward for labour I say ope to another, “We have 
— there would be no ruined master “ done our duty; we have dis- 
-bo starving men.— (Cheers.) “ charged the sacred trust com- 
Gentlemen. 1 have said it a bun- “ mitted to us, not for our Own 
dred times you all know it as well “ sakes, but for the good of oar 
as I do, that the presence of such “ country ; we have sent the man 
a man as I have described toyou in “ into Parliament who has saved 
the House Of Commons, is abso- “ her.”— (Cheers.) Gentlemen, I 
ulely necessary to the beginning am obliged to set off to-night, and 
of the change which is required, [make ail haste to London. The 
It ns my thinking this— it is my [moment I hear the period of 
conviction on that score, that Election fixed, I shall- be amongst 
rings me here. •Gentlemen, such you, to take all the lawful mean* 
a man as I have described to you, necessary for the accomplishment 
d is in your power to return to of this purpose, which, when ac- 
arliament. I am not guilty of complished, will be'to you a sub- 
presumption in saying, that 1 am ject of great triumph, as to me it 
such a man— the whole country will be an honour. Gentlemen,, 
thinks it-the whole country says I thank you for the great honour 
it, and I believe there is not a you have done me since my ar- 
man of you that does not think, rival within the territory of Pres- 
aad that would not say it. If 1 ton. Greater honour you could- 
were m that House, Gentlemen, I not do me. You have done me all 
would do my duty ,* 1 would pro- 1 the honour you can-. I feel all 
duce such- an effect as I have the gratitude which it is possible 
stated it is necessary to produce, for the human heart to feel. Gen- 
in order to lay the foundation of tleraen, I bid you farewell. Good • 
a great change. It is, therefore, night, and Gon bless you I 
with confidence, that I ask you 
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Average Prices of CORN through- 
out England, for the week end- 
ing May 13. 


Per Quarter . 

s. d. 


Wheat . . 59 10 
Barley . . 29 S 
Oats 23 1 


Rye . 
Beans 
Pease 


s . d. 

37 9 

38 6 

39 1 


Aggregate Average of the six weeks 
preceding May 15, by which im- 
portation is regulated. 

Per Quarter. 



s. 

d. 

Wheat .... 

.... 59 

10 

Rye 

.... 36 

4 

Barley .... 

. ... 31 

6 

Oats 

.... 23 

8 

Beans .... 

. . . . S7 

4 

Pease .... 

. . . . 38 

5 


Total Quantity of Corn returned as 


Sold in the Maritime Districts, for 
the .Week ended May 13. 


<*rs. 

Wheat . . 33,751 
Barley.. 8,143 
Oats . . . 28,625 


Rye .... 244 

Bearfs . . . S,164 
Pease ... 516 


Corn Exchange, Mark Lane . 

Quantities and Prices of British 
Corn, &c. sold and delivered in 
this Market, during the week ended 
Saturday, May 13. 


Qrs. 

£. i. d. 

s. 

d. 

Wheat.. 4,174 for 12,535 0 3 Average, 60 

0 

Barley. , 1,274 .. 

1,783 13 10 


0 

Oats.. 13,719 .. 

17,594 19 10 

25 

7 

Rye.... 20 .. 

31 10 3 


6 

Beans.. 1,479 .. 

..2,780 11 1 


7 

Pease .. 177 .. 

.. 349 6 2 

39 

5 


Friday, May 19.— The arrivals of 
this week are small, being much 
short of an average supply. Fine 
samples of Wheat alone obtain the 
quotations of Monday; for other 
sorts there has been scarcely any 
demand. In Barley, Beans, and 
Pease, there is , hardly any trade. 
Oats have sold heavily at last quota- 
tations. The Flour trade very dull, 

Monday, May 22. — During the 
week past the arrivals of English 
Grain have been moderate ; there, 
were a good many vessels from Ire- 
land with Oats, and a fair quantity 
of Flour. This morning the fresh 
supply consists chiefly of a pretty 
fair show of Wheat samples from’ 
Essex, Kent, and Suffolk. The wea- 
ther is considered favourable to the 
crop of Wheat, and the Mealing 
trade is in consequence very dull, at 
a decline on runs of Is. per qr. from 
the terms of this day se’nnight ; but 
picked samples have obtained 2s. to 
3s. more than our top quotations. 

There is scarcely any "trade for 
Malting Barley, and it may be re- 
ported rather lower, but dry Grinding 
parcels fully maintain last quo tations. 
Beans and Pease are each in short 
supply, and remain as last quoted. 
The weather being dry, occasions 
rather more demand for Oats, and 
such parcels as are sweet, have met 
sale at the rates of this day se’nniglit. 
The Flour Trade continues extremely 
heavy. 


Price of Bread. — The price of the 
4lb. Loaf is stated at 9 Id. by the 
full-priced Bakers. 


Price on hoard Ship as under. 

Flour, per sack 50s. — 55 s. 

— — Seconds 42v. — 46s. 

' North Country . . 40s. — 43*. 
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Account of Wheat, &c. arrived in 
the Port of London, from May 15 
to May 20, both inclusive. 

Qrs. 


Wheat.. 4,623 [ Tares .... SQ& 
Barley .. 385 Linseed.. S 5S 

Malt..., 7,564 Rapeseed _ 

Oats .... 17,930 Brank ' . _ 

Beans... 633 Mustard.. _ 

Flour..,. 7,639 Flax .... _ 

%e _ Hemp... _ 

Re^e.... 385 (Seeds... _ 

Foreign Wheat, 400: Oats 

6,941 ; and Beans 595 quarters. ’ I 


weighed; prices for 1825’s, lt/.H*. 
to 12/. 12s.; very choice higher. No 
inquiry for Old Hops. The account 
from the Plantation state that the 
[ bine has grown fast since the weather 
has 'been warmer. A few flies have 
been seen in many parts of Kent 
and Sussex, but this had no effect 
on -the price. 


Monday, May 15— The arrivals 
from Ireland last week'were 200 
firkins of Butter, and 2,398 bales of 
Bacon, and from Foreign Ports, 
6,603 casks of Butter, 


HOPS. 

Price per Cwt. in the Borough: 

Monday, May 22.-The late change 
of weather has improved the appear- 
ance of the Bines, though the flies 
have appeared in various quarters,, 
and should we have warm rains, will , 
most probably increase. Prices re- 
main stationary, though not much 
disposition to force sales.' 

Maidstone, May 18— The weather 
having become a little warmer these 
last few days, has been more fa- 
vourable for the Hops, which have 
grown very fast, and we do not hear 
so much about the vermin as was re- 
ported last week. 

Worcester, May 17— In our mar- i 
ket on Saturday, 236 pockets were ! 


Smithfield, Monday, May 22 . 
P er Stone of 8 pounds (alive). 

u c “■ d - *• d - 

~ ee f 4 0 to 4 10 

Mutton ... 3 10 4 4 

^eal 5 0-6 o 

Pork .4 4—5 4 

Lamb .... 5 6 — 6 q 

Beasts . . . 2,126 | Sheep . . 20,830 
Calves... 190 I Pigs... \g 0 

Newgate, (same day.) 

Per Stone of 8 pounds {dead), 

tj e s. d. s, d . 

f eef 3 4 to 4 4 

Mutton ... 3 4 __ 4 4 

Vea l .... 3 8 — 5 8 

P° r k 4 0 — 58 

Lamb 4 8 — 5 8 

Leaden hall, (same day.) 

Per Stone of 8 pounds (dead). 

s. d. s. d. 

feef . i ... 3 2 to 4 0 

Mutton 3 6 4 2 

Veal..... 3 8 — 5 4 

Pork. .... a 8 — 5 4 

Lamb .... 4 0 ~ 6 o 


COAL MARKET, May 19. 

Ships at Market. Ships sold. Price. 

8 J Newcastle. . 7i 27s. Od. to 35 «. Od. 
1 Sunderland.. 1 37i.O d. — Ot.Od. 
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POTATOES* 

Spitalfields, per Ton. 
Ware ....... £3 10 to 5 10 

Middlings...... 2 »5 — & 0 

Chats 2 15 — 0 0 

Common Red. .0 0 — 0 0 

Onions, Os. Od.— Os. Od. per bash. 

Borough, per Ton. 

Ware £3 10 to 6 0 

Middlings 2 10 — - 3 10 

Chats 2 0—00 

Common Red. . 3 10 — 6 O' 


STfr’ 

HAY and STRAW, per Bead; 

Smithjield. — Hay. .. .60s. to 95s. 

Straw.. .30s. to 4®$.' 
Closer.. 70s., to 110s. 
St. James's. — Hay. . . . 60s. eo lOOs., 
Straw . . 30s. to 42s, 
Clover . .80s. to I05s. 
i Whitechapel. ~Haj r . . , .66s. to 90s., 
Straw.,. .36s, to 42s. 
Clover, ,84s. t© 110s, 


. MARKETS.’ 


COUNTRY CORN MARKETS. 

Bv the Quarter, excepting where otherwise named; from Wednesday to 
Saturday last, inclusive. 


Aylesbury 

Banbury w . •• 

Basingstoke .... 

Bridport.. . . . .... 

Chelmsford..... .. 

Derby.. .... .. .. 

Devizes *. 

Dorchester ...... 

Exeter.. .• 

Eye 

Guildford.... .. 

Henley .......... 

Horncastle. . .... 

H ungerfprd 

Lewes 

Newbury ........ 

Northampton.. . . 
' Nottingham .... 

Reading ........ 

Stamford.... 

Stow market .... 

Swansea 

Truro . . .... . . „ 


Wheat. 

Barley. 

Oats. 


Beans. 

s. to s. d. 

s. to s. d. 

s. to s. 

d. 

s . to s. d. 

52 

64 0 

32 

34 0 

25 

30 

0 

43 

44 0 

48 

58 0 

r 28 

32 0 

26 

32 

0 

40 

44 0 

50 

63 0 

27 

29 0 

22 

27 

0 

0 

0 0 

48 

58 0 

32 

0 0 

22 

23 

0 

46 

52 0 

52 

68 0 

29 

32 0 

.28 

32 

0 

34 

37 0 

58 

64 0 

28 

32 0 

25 

29 

0 

40 

45 0' 

46 

62 0 

29 

35 0 

24' 

,32 

0 

46 

52 6 

52 

62 0 

25 

28 0 

22 

26 

0 

46 

50 0 

64 

68 0 

34 

38 0 

24 

26 

0 

28 

32 0 

54' 

60 0 

30 

32 0 

22 

26 

0 

34 

36 0 

0 

0 0 

0 

0 b 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 0 

60 

74 0 

27 

34 0 

24 

31 

0 

•42 

48 .0 

52 

58 0 

22 

28 0 

20 

23 

0 

35 

40 0 

48 

66 0 

22 

310 

20 

30 

9 

40 

54 0 

56 

64 0 

0 

0 0 

24 

27 

0- 

0 

0 0 

-46 

70 0 

27 

34 0 

21 

32 

0 

43 

48 0 

42 

59 0 

28 

29 0 

22 

26 

0 

40 

42 0 

58 

0 0 

29 

0 0 

25 

0 

0 

43 

0 0 

60 

76 0 

29 

35 0 

19 

28 

0 

44 

50 0 

50 

58 0 

26 

29 0 

20 

25 

0 

38 

39 0, 

52 

66 0 

24 

30 0 

23 

27 

0 

31 

0 0 

66 

0 0 

23 

0 0 

21 

0 

0 

0 

0 0 

65. 

0 0 

34 

0 0 

30 

0 

0 

0 

0 0 

is o. 

0.0 

0 

o o. 

.0 

0 

0 

0 

0 0 

48 

60 0 

27 

37 0 

24 

27 

o 

42 

56 0 

55 

r 0 0 

,28 

0 0 

0 

0 

0 \ 

0 

0 0 

25 

30 0 

19 

23 0 

16 

20 

0 

15 

19 0 

24 

29 6 

15 

23 0 

14 

19 

0 

14 

18 0 


Warminster,,, 

Winchester... 

Dalkeith* .. 

Haddington* 

ii, . 

* Dalkeith and Haddington are given by the boll . — The Scotch boll for Wheat, 
Eye, Pease, and Beans, is three per cents more than 4 bushels* The 
Barfey and Oats, is about 6 bushels Winchester, or as 6 to 8 compared with tn 


Pease. 

S. to S. rf. 
0 0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
40 0 
0 0 
0 0 
00 
0 0 
34 0 


0 0 
47 0 
0 9 
0 0 
04 
0 0 
0 0 
4 0 

50 o 

0 4 
0 0 
0 0 
0 4) 

oo 
0 0 
oo 
10 0 
F80 
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May 27, 1826. 

Liverpool , May 16. — The imports of Grain during the past week hav© 
again been very small ; towards the end of this period, however. Wheat, 
Oats, Flour, and Oatmeal, were taken off pretty freely, at fully the prices 
of last Tuesday. The market of this day was well attended, and purchases 
to a fair extent were made of Wheat, at an advance of fully 3d. per 70 lbs. ;• 
Oats at 1 &d. per 45 lbs., and Flour and Oatmeal 1*. per sack beyond the 
prices of this day se’n night. For very fine Dantzig Wheat in , bond 6s., 6rf. 
per 70 lbs. was offered and declined for 1,000 quarters. 

Imported into Liverpool from the 9th to 15th May, 1826, inclu- 
sive: — Wheat, 3,107 ; Barley, 308; Oats, 6,541; Malt, 1,730; Beans, 362; 
and Pease, 31 quarters. Flour, 2,293 sacks, per 280 lbs. Oatmeal, 2,308 
packs, per 240 lbs. 

Guildford, May 20. — W e had a good supply of Wheat to-day ; the 
quality in genera) very fine, but the market very dull, and lower prices 
were submitted to. — Wheat, new, for mealing, 14/. to 18/. 10*. per 
load. Barley, Sis, to 36s.; Oats, 26s. to 34s. ; Beans, 43s. to 50s.; and 
Pease, grey, 46s. to 50s. per quarter. Tares, 8s. 6d. per bushel. 

Norwich, May 20. — We had a middling supply of Wheat to-day, and 
the demand brisk: — Prices of Red from 48$. to 56s. ; White to 58s. ; what 
few samples of Barley were offered sold from 22s. to 28s. ; Oats, 21s. to 
28s. Beans, 36*. to 39*. ; Peas, 34s. to 40*. per quarter ; and Flour, 44s. 
to 45s. per sack. 

'■ Bristol, May 18. — The business done in the Corn markets at this place 
during the last week was very trilling, except in the article of Oats, which 
sold freely at rather improved prices. Supplies moderate. Present prices 
about as follow:— Wheat, fronv4s. 9d. to 7s. 3 d.i Barley, 3s. to 4s. 6d. ; 
Oats, 2s. 3d. to 3s. 4 $d. ; Beans, 3s. to 5s. 6d.; and Malt, 4s. 6d. to 7s. 
per bushel, Imperial. Flour, Seconds, 80s, to 46s. per bag. 

Ipswich, May 20. — At our. market to-day we had scarcely anything but 
Wheat, the sale of which was very dull at about last week’s prices, as 
follow: — Wheat, 54*. to 62s.; Barley, 24s. to 32*.; and Beans, 38s. to 
39s. per quarter. ’ 

Wakefield, May 19. — There is a good supply of Wheat fresh up to-day; 
the best samples have gone oft' slowly at an advance of Is. per quarter, but 
there is no improvement in inferior sorts. There is a good demand for 
Oats at rather more money ; Shelling is s . .;ce, and ready sale at Is. more 
than could be obtained last week. Good fresh Malting Barley is in de- 
mand, at an improvement of 1*. per quarter, hut Grinding qualities meet 
very dull sale. Beans arc unaltered. Malt is very heavy. There is no- 
thing doing in Rapesced.— Wheat, Red, 48*. to 62*.; White, 61s. to 66s. 
per 60lbs. ; Barley, 26s. to 28s.,; fine, 29*. per quarter ; Beans, old, 40s. to 
44s. ; new, 37s. to 41*. per 63lbs.; Oats, Mealing, new, 12 ±d. to 13 yd. per 
stone ; Shelling, new, 31*. to 33*. ; and Malt, 32*. to 40*. per load. Flour, 
fine, 45*. to 47*. per sack. of 280lbs. Rapeseed, 14/ to 19 L per last. 

Manchester, May 20.— We had a good attendance at our tom Exchange 
to-day, with a disposition to buy y thing of good quality, which is held 
at a small advance on this day week. The supply of any kinebof Grain 
is by no means large; the demand is also very much curtailed, only the 
Charitable Committees are now buying more freely. Of Flour we have 
pretty free arrivals from Ireland. Currency as under. — Wheat, English, 
9 s.6d. to 10*. per bushel of 70lbs. ; Irish, ditto, 8s. to 9s.; Oats, ditto, 
3s. 3d. to 3s. Id. per bushel of 45lbs. ; Beans, 45s. to 50s. per quarter ; 
Barley, 3s. 9d. to 4s. 3d. per 60lbs. Malt, 38*. to 45*. per load of six 
bushels ; Flour, 48*. to 50*. per sack of 280}bs. 
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COUNTRY CATTLE and MEAT MARKETS, &c. 

Norwich Castle Meadow , May 20. — We had a good supply of fat Cattle 
to this day's market, and many remained unsold ; prices 7s. to 7s. 6d. per 
stone of 14lbs. sinking offal. The supply of Store Stock was also good ; 
Scots sold from 3s. 9 d. to 4s. S d. per stone when fat ; Short Horns 3s. 6c? . 
to 4s. Pigs in large numbers and selling cheap. Meat, Beef, 7 d. to 8 id. 
Veal, 5$</. to8c?.; Mutton, 6d. to 7 d.; Lamo, to 8c?., and Pork, 6d. to 
8d. per lb. 

Homcastle, May 20. — Beef, 7s. to 7s. 6d. per stone of 14 lbs. ; Mutton, 
7 d.; Lamb, 9 d. ; Pork, 6d . ; and Veal, Id. to 8 d. per lb. 
jfc’ At Morpeth Market, on the 17 th inst. there was a good supply of Cattle 
and Sheep : there being many buyers, both sold readily ; prices much the 
same as last week. — Beef, from 6s. to 6s. 6c?.; and Mutton, 7s. 6d. to 
8s. 6d. per stone, sinking offal. 


AVERAGE PRICE OP CORN, sold in the Maritime Counties of 
England and Wales, for the Week ended May 13, 1826. 



Wheat, 

Barley. 

Oats. 


S. 

d. 

5. 

d. 

s.. 

d , . 

London* 

...63 

10.. 

..30 

1.. 

..25 

7 

Essex 

...64 

5.. 

..30 

2.. 

..25 

11 

Kent i . . . 

...60 

3.. 

..32 

1.. 

..25 

9 

Sussex 

...59 

0.. 

..31 

6.. 

. 25 

0 

Suffolk 

...58 

10.. 

..28 

3.. 

..27 

7 

Cambridgeshire 

...57 

5.. 

..29 

3.. 

..22 

7 

Norfolk 

...56 

10.. 

..26 

0.. 

..25 

7 

Lincolnshire 

...55 

5.. 

..25 

3.. 

..18 

3 

Yorkshire 

...56 

0.. 

..26 

10.. 

..21 

3 

Durham 

...59 

6.. 

..0 

0.. 

..27 

1 

Northumberland 

...55 

5.. 

..32 

3.. 

..24 

3 

Cumberland 

61 

5. . 

..29 

11.. 

..22 

11 

Westmoreland ....... 

...65 

7< . 

..38 

10.. 

..24 

8 

Lancashire 

...61 

8.. 

.. 0 

0 .. 

..24 

6 

Cheshire 

...63 

7.. 

.. 0 

0 .. 

..23 

2 

Gloucestershire 

...63 

4.. 

..34 

1.. 

..24 

0 

Somersetshire 

...60 

5... 

..33 

6.. 

..21 

8 

Monmouthshire 

...60 

11.. 

..35 

1.. 

..26 

0 

Devonshire 

. ..61 

2.. 

..28 

7.. 

.. 0 

0 

Cornwall 

...62 

10.. 

..31 

11.. 

..25 

1 

Dorsetshire 

...57 

5.. 

..27 

6.. 

..23 

7 

Hampshire 

...56 

9.. 

..30 

3.. 

..22 

1 

North Wales 

,,.6l 

1.. 

..34 

10.. 

..20 

10 

South Wales 

...59 

0 .. 

..29 

9.. 

..18 

'9 


* The London Average is always that of the Week preceding. 
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MR. COBBETT’S 
ENTRY INTO PRESTON, 

ON MONDAY, MAY 29tH. 
'[From the Morning Herald , June Is*.] 


Bolton, May 29. 

Early this forenoon, Mr. Cob- 
bett, accompanied by his four sons, 
and some friends, entered this 
town on their way to Preston. 
They were met as they approached 
the town, by a large concourse of 
persons, it having been well known 
yesterday, that Mr. Cobbett would 
pass through here to-day. The 
party having arrived in the town, 
Mr. Cobbett took the opportunity, 
whilst the horses were changing, 
of addressing the people. He 
ascended to a window of the 
Bridge-Inn, and spoke for about 
tduninutes. ' His speech was 
pfflK much to the effect of that 
which he afterwards addressed to 
the assembly at Preston, 


Chorley, May 39. 

It having been announced thia 
morning, that Mr. Cobbett would 
be here in the course of the day, 
a vast crowd of persons went out 
to meet him. Early this evening 
he entered the town in an open 
carriage, attended by four of bk 
sons, and some friends from Man- 
chester. He stopped at the Royal 
Oak Inn, and addressed the crowd 
from one of the windows : — 

“ I left my native country,” said 
he,“ at sixteen years of age. I well 
recollect the tntiving, contented, 
plentiful state in which I left the 
labouring classes, l-stayed abroad 
until I was thirty years of age. 
On my return, how differently si- 
tuated I found ray poor country- 
men. I found them impoverished, 
deprived of their good bedding ; 
their clothes, their brass kettles 
were gone : l found them beyond 
measure miserable, compared with 
what they had been when I was a 
boy. From seeing all this I was 
animated by a strong desire to 
alter your situation. I was born* 
and bred amongst you : it is my 
duty, I feel it, to ^>end the rest of 
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my life, as I have spent a" great 
portion of it hitherto, in endeavours 
to improve your condition ; in en- 
deavours, in short, to leave you, 
at least, in the situation in which 
I found you:” (This speech was 
followed wi thereat appl au se. ) 

As soon as Mr. Cobbett re- 
sumed his seat in the carriage, the 
party proceeded on to Preston. 
On their way, they saw on the 
hills on both skies, flocks of peo- 
ple descending towards the road 
to meet them; and by the time 
they arrived at a little village, 
called Bamberbridge, about seven 
miles nearer to Preston, the crowd 
had swelled to a vast body indeed. 
It was remarkable here that the 
great majority of the assembly 
was composed of young women. 
They appeared to desire that Mr. 
Cobbett should address them; 
when Mr. Caudelet stood up, and 
told them that his friend Mr. Cob- 
bett had travelled a great way, 
was very much fatigued, and could 
not then address them. But Mr. 
Cobbett said, that seeing so many 
pretty smiling faces, he could not 
leave them without saying a few 
words to them. He explained to 
them the way in which they par- 
ticularly were made to pay taxes; 
-—they paid a tax on sugar, tea, 
soap, &c. ; the items of which he 
minutely explained. “ Now,” 
said Mr. Cobbett, ‘^this is the 
way in which you pay the taxes, 
though you do not linOw that you 
are paying them. But we have 
been told by Sir Robert Peel, the 
J^reat master- manufacturer, you 
Jknow, that this paying of taxes is 
nothing— it is only a paying by 
•ne -paTt of a family, into the 
pockets of another part — it is all in 
the family way. -(Great laughter.) 
To be sure it is in thedfamily way ; 


but you will* please 16 recollect; 
how many a single family get as 
much as all of yotr here together* 
arid get it too out of your earnings. 
A -prett y family concern it is truly. 
(Loud laugbing4 These things 
must be remedied. Measures must 
be proposed and adopted for that 
purpose; and it is in your power 
to do something towards that issue, 
by helping to send to Parliament, 
a man who can propose such a 
measure. I therefore exhort you, 
my fair countrywomen, to exer- 
cise that influence with which you 
are gifted over those men, who 
have any thing to do with Preston. 
You are all so young, that I am 
sure you cannot be married. If 
you have hot husbands* you cer- 
tainly have sweethearts — prevail 
on them, such at least as are con- 
nected with Preston, to give me all 
the support they can.”— Mr. Cob- 
bett then proceeded to Preston. 

At six o’clock, a large body 
of persons, preceded by a band 
of music, and bearing amongst 
them a number of flags, went out 
towards Walton to meet Mr. Cob* 
bett. Having waited: here for 
some time, Mr. Cobbett and his 
party arrived. Here a proces- 
sion was commenced to Preston,' 
which was prodigiously increased 
by the time it arrived at that town* 
The scene was altogether very 
animated. The crowd was much 
more numerous; and far more ex- 
cited than it had been on any 
former occasions . A greater pro* 
portion of the assemblage, too, 
carried green branches, the^sfee 
and thickness of whioh made flta; 
in many instances, to beiibornewith 
difficulty.- Amongst the flags which 
decorated this procession, the most 
remarkable, was one of a very 
considerable size, of a cylindrical 
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shape. On? outside was > a full 
, IcBgtbfigure of Mr. Cobbeth Ob 
another side was seen Britannia 
weeping, a lion 'prostrate with a 
trident through hfe head. In ano- 
ther compartment John Bull ap- 
\pearedwith the debt on his back, 
and he almost sinking under the 
weight, whilst death was striking 
athim, and. he bleeding at every 
pore. Hope with her anchor, 
however, was by> The following 
verses, from CowperV “ Table 
Talk,” were handsomely written 
under the several devices ■: — 

And all his country beaming in his face, 

* - , * * * * 

Wo sycophant or slave that dared oppose 
Her sacred cause, but trembled when be rose ; 
And ev’ry venal stickler for the yoke, 

Ftelt bimself crush’d at the first word he spoke. 
Such men are rais'd to station and command, 
When Providence means mercy to a land. 

Be speaks and they, appear ; to "him they owe 
SkjJl to direct, and strength to strike the blow ; 
To manage with address, to seize faith power 
Tfce^rjsis of a dark decisive hour. 

When the carriages had arrived 
at the Castle Inn, the multitude 
had increased to an extent beyond 
all power to enumerate them. The 
carriages . could not be brought to 
approach the inn, so densely had 
the people been wedged together. 
Under these circumstances the 
horses were sent away, and Mr. 
Gobbett was lifted from the car- 
riage* on the back of one of the 
crowd, and carried, amid much 
cheering and laughter, into the 
Castle Inn. The remaining in-* 
mates of the carriage were obliged 
to* remain where they were .until 
the business of. the. day was* over. 
The; whole area of the* spacious 
marketplace . was now closely 
filled, and the avenues leading to 
it) were likewise thronged*— the 
windows onfall sides presented a 
display of the beauty and fashion 
of Preston. After the lapse of a 
fewi minutes, ' 

Mr. Caudelet, who accompa- 


nied Mr. Cobbett from Manohes* 
ter, addressed the assembly for a 
short. time, exhorting the electors 
to support Mr. Cobbett 

Mr: Cobbett then appeared at 
the window, and was received with 
the loudest acclamations. He 
spoke to the following effect. Gen- 
tlemen, after the fatigues of this 
day, after having had the honour 
of addressing three assemblies off 
the people of Lancashire already* 
it is impossible for me to speak to 
you now at any great length. If 
1 was even able I am not' so dis- 
posed, after so much of your time 
has been already occupied. Gen- 
tlemen, being at Bolton as- 1 have 
been this day, 1 could not refrain 
from recollecting— and recollect- 
ing, I could not refrain from ex- 
pressing that which was passing^ 
in my mind. Recollecting that 
there were days when a poor man 
of Bolton was put into prison, put 
into prison by the order of raagis- 
[ trates ; and when hisoffence, whea 
the crime laid to his charge was, 
going round the town, and an- 
nouncing to his fellow townsmen, 
that William Cobbett, their coun- 
tryman, had arrived at Liverpool 
in good health. Yes, we have 
seen the days when it was thought 
a crime for a man to^go round a 
town to tell his townsmen that an 
Englishman had returned jn good 
health to hisnatiye land. I hope 
that we shall never see those days 
again. I lament, yes,, lament the 
losses of the merchants: and. the 
manufacturers/ and those otkers : 
who are now suffering. 1 am 
sorry for their ruin* and the ruin, 
of. their families. I lament the 
general distress. I lament, the 
difficulties of those in high life; J 
do not enjoy even the difficulties* 
of those Ministers themselves : but 
T 2 
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situation or Other ibth,e Govern- vary same tipxe, the* very contrary • 
rnent, Mr. Canfiiag /being then of all this. I said then, that the. 
Paymaster of the Navy, 1 think, country, banks would break before- 
it- was. We 'differed, of course, C hristmas,— and they did blow, 
in politics. Prom that time we upi accordingly. Well then, Gen- 
all started, I taking one-course, tlemen, as I said before! to , you, I 
they taking another: they have should’ be ashamed to come down: 
pocketed; since then : much of the here, . a distance of two hundred: 
public, money. I never took one miles, to ask you to be so good as, 
farthing Of it. x Who is now best to make me a Member of Parlia- 
off ? J>o you think that I would , ment, unless I was able to show 
exchange conditions with any of you some good reason why you. 
them? They have power and should comply. with my wishes, 
place : one is Prime Minister, one Why you should 4 do so, I have 
is Minister of Foreign Affairs, the partly 'explained. J. shall, on 
third is the Trade Minister.; all future occasions, many of which 
have attained the height ot political will be in nay power, take the 
influence. With all this, is there opportunity of explaining still 
one ot them this moment that further -why you should do so. 
would not be glad to be in my But it seems. Gentlemen, /that, 
place? I always disliked the. some worthy persons were so good 
system. I said from the very be- as to say when we were down here 
ginning, that if the system were last, that our visit was nothing but 
persevered in, it would bring the ,an amusement — a mere spree for, 
country to beggary-bunder it the the moment. Well, -certainly I 
people- never could be accurately have a right to have my joke as 
paid for their labour. If there be well as other people butdon’t you 
not a change, I constantly said, think it would turn out to be some- 
Ehgland will become the most what too serious a joke,, to come 
degraded country on the; face of down all this way, .200 miles, to 
the earth. I always refused to carry it on? Besides, Gentle-? 
accept of place, or emolument, or uien, the occasion is one with 
power. 1 never would touch one respect to which I have -no great 
farthing of the public money, disposition to joke at ail. IhaVe, 
These are the grounds on which 1 I. own it, a great desire to have, a 
offer my sell -to you. I offer my- seat in the Parliament; it is in 
self to you also, because I under- your power to put me into that seat; 
stand' how to: manage the affairs if you *do return me there as your 
of the nation better’ ; than those mertiber, I only pledge myself , to , 
wheimw have the management of you that - you shall see a change 
them. Irwilfgive you an instance take plgce — a r change of, some 
in which v l showed that . I Under- sort, I : promise . ye, and that to.Q 
stood these, matters .better than with int a reasonablejspace of time* 
the Prirbe ; Minister at, all events* Gentlemen, I am too much exH 
Lord Liverpool jsaidv ho later than hauled attbis < moment lobeahle 
last- July, jthat; the country was to tell you bow delighted I am 
enjoying * pros peri ty-^pros perity with the: manner in which i have 
would be general, jsaid. he, : and r it been recei ved si nee my = arrival in 
willlusi. ,Now,_ i .said, at the 1 Lancashire. I have already 
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addressed an assemblage at 
Holton, another at Chorley, and 
ajittle at this side ot* Chorley I 
had to speak to a third party— 
they were ladies, and 1 could not 
get away from' them. I have been 
so much delighted— I have made 
so many bows (indeedaless weak- 
ened body could not have bowed 
so often) — I have been so pleas- 
ed, but withal so tired and jaded — 

f ou too must be so fatigued, that 
cannot detain you a moment 
longer. It is my intention to 
address you again — not to-morrow 
night, mine), but the itfght after ; 
for as the Parliament will not be 
dissolved so soon as we at first 
thought, there is every probabili- 
ty that we shall have a fortnight 
yet, between this and the election. 
I shall be here, or at least in the 
neighbourhood, during that time. 
Just before I left London, on Sa- 
turday, 1 heard that the dissolu- 
tion is not to take place till to- 
morrow (Tuesday) week. I am 
not sure of it— I only hear it. 
These Ministers do things so little 
in the day— they work so by sap 
and mine, that there is no know- 
ing when they will dissolve the 
Parliament. They may do it 
without giving notice : — -it may 
take place next Saturday, or not 
lill next Saturday week. In any 
■ca^e, I am here amongst you, and 
ito lawful means of success, that 
I can command, shall be neglect- 
ed* Sir T. Beevor, who could 
not leave Norfolk in time to join 
ns in London, will be with us in a 
few days. I repeat it, every law- 
ful means within my power shall 
be? resorted to by me, in order to 
obtain a seat in Parliament; 
which seal, mind yon, I promise 
you I shall not long fill without 
producing some effect — without 


making some change in the situa- 
tion of the country, which, if T 
mistake not, will be greatly to 
your benefit. Gentlemen, on the 
evening ;of the day after to-mor- 
row— say eight o’ciock, if you will 
do me the honour to come and 
listen to me, I shall have some- 
thing to communicate, which it 
may not be disagreeable for you 
to hear. 1 thank you for the ho- 
nour you have done me, and I 
wish you all a good night — 
(Applause.) 

The immense multitude then 
dispersed in the most orderly 
manner. 


BRIBERY 

AND CORRUPTION. ' 

■ [ From the Morning Herald , May 27 . J 

Lord J. Russell said that hd 
rose, in consequence of the notice 
which he had given, to propose 
some Resolutions, which would 
have for their object to punish j 
and thereby to prevent the growth 
of bribery and corruption at elec- 
tions; Having on a late occasion 
stated bis object very fully, and 
having also obtained leave to 
bring in a Bill pursuant to that 
statement, he could not be expect- 
ed now to go into the subject. Atl 
on consideration, he found that he 
could not in this session make so 
perfect a law as he would wish, 
he thought it the best way to turn 
the substance of his Bill into -Re- 
solutions, and submit them in that 
shape to the consideration of the 
House. The Noble Lord then ad^ 
vertedto certain’ Resolutioittwhicb 
were agreed to* in that House int 
1775, respecting borough elec- 
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lions, and which were renewed 
every Session since, and were 
now among the sessional Resolu- 
tions of the House. Corruption 
and bribery at elections were now 
So notorious, that one Honourable 
Gentleman, who was for forty years 
a Member of that House, declared, 
that it was now become a common 
practice to pay money to the elec- 
tors, not during the election, nor 
within the fourteen days which 
are noW allowed for presenting 
petitions, — but as soon as the four- 
teen days expired, the money was 
then regularly paid. This was a 
notorious fact, and he called on 
the House to consider, that unless 
an end was put to this shameful 
practice, they should admit it as a 
laudable practice, and permit men 
to sell their votes as they w r oulif 
any other' commodity. It was a 
njockery to keep on the Journals 
of the House orders and declara- 
tions, while the majority of the 
Membefs in the House obtained 
their seats by bribery. Candi- 
dates should be subject to astricter 
inquiry. The Noble Lord said 
the following were his Resolutions, 
but he should, of course, conclude 
by moving the first : — 

Resolved,- — 1. That whenever a 
petition shall' be presented to this 
House, after the expiration of the 
time allowed for presenting petitions 
against the validity of the return of 
any Member of this House, by any 
person or persons, affirming that at 
any time within eighteen calendar 
months previous to presenting the 
said petition, general bribery or cor- 
ruption has been practised, for the 
purpose of procuring the election or 
return of any Member or Members 
to serve in Parliament for any bo- 
rough, cinque-port, or’place, and it 
shall appear to the said House, that 
Such' petition contains allegations 
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sufficiently specific to require further 
investigation, a day ana hour shall 
be appointed by the said House, for 
taking the said petition into consi- 
deration, so that the space of twenty 
days shajl intervene between the day 
on which the said petition shall have 
been presented, Rnd the day ap- 
pointed by the said House for taking 
the same into consideration; 'and 
notice of such a day and hour shall 
be inserted, by order of the Speaker, 
in one of the two next London Go- 
zettes y and shall also be sent by him 
to the returning officer of the boi 
rough, cinque- port, or place, to which 
silcti petition snail relate ; and a true 
copy of such notice shall by such re- 
turning officer be affixed to the door 
of the town-hall, or parish-church 
nearest to the place where the elec- 
tion of Members to serve in Parlia- 
ment for such borough, cinque-port, 
or place, has been usually held. 

2. That at the hour appointed by 
the s£id House for taking such peti- 
tion into consideration, the ,said 
House shall proceed to appoint a 
Select Committee, to inquire into 
the truth of the matters contained in 
the said petition, and report the re- 
sult of their inquiry to the said 
House ; anil such Select Committee 
shall consist of thirteen Members, to 
be chosen by lor, according to the 
directions, provisions, rules and re- 
gulations, and subject to the exemp- 
tions for choosing forty-nine Mem- 
bers by lot, contained in the various 
Acts to regulate'the trials of contro- 
verted Elections, or returns of Mem- 
bers to serve in Parliament, so fair as 
they are applicable thereto, and of 
two other Members to be appointed 
by the said House, out of the Mem- 
bers then present in the said House; 
and the thirteen Members so chosen 
by lot, together with the two Mem- 
bers to be so appointed by the said 
House* shall be a Select Committee, 
and shall inquire into aud try the 
matter of such petition, and shall 
report their opinion thereof, together 
with the evidence given before them^ 
to the said House. v 
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Mr. W. Wynn did not object in 
the slightest degree to the prin- 
ciple, so far as it went to the in- 
vestigation of bribery and corrup- 
tion at elections. It was the first 
duty of that House to proceed to 
the correction of these abuses. 
But, in his view it was not desirable 
to enter on a general inquiry, bat 
as soon as a case of corruption 
was made out, then would be the 
tinje for Parliament to exercise 
the power which it certainly pos- 
sessed. He appealed to the recol- 
lection of Honourable .Members, 
if he had not always been an ad- 
vocate for punishing instances of 
Corruption ; but he doubted whe- 
ther the tribunal pointed out by 
the Noble Lord was best adapted 
to the end in view. Whenever 
there was any evidence of corrupt 
practices between the electors and 
the candidates, it would not be 
right to wait for the presenting a 
petition to that House. The Com- 
mittee to be proposed by the No- 
ble Lord was merely a committee 
of inquiry, and would have to re r 
port the evidence to the House. 
But the doors of that House should 
not be shut to petitions, although 
the matter of complaint was not fit 
for inquiry by a Committee. As 
to the distribution of money among 
the electors, it was certainly a 
great evil, but the better way 
would be to bring such a case be- 
fore the House ; and then, if the 
House thought proper, to order' 
the parties to be prosecuted by 
the Attorney-General, or if it were 
a case of general corruption among 
all the electors of any town or bo- 
rough, then disfranchise the par- 
ties. No doilbt corruption and 
bribery might be practised as 
well by 3000 as by 30 persons. 
He suggested to the Noble Lord 
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that it would be better to phstpone 
his Resolutions till next Session ; 
and if in the mean time any case 
occurred requiring any extraor- 
dinary interference, then to move 
according to the circumstances. 
He would suggest to the Noble 
Lord not to pretfs bis Resolutions 
at present. 

After a few words from Mr. 
W. Smith , 

Lord John Russell said, that in 
reference to certain other modes 
which were pointed out to hirq to 
effect the same object, his answer 
to the question, why he did not 
assent to them was, that these 
modes of punishment now exist, 
and still corruption and bribery 
were carried on to the greatest 
extent. — (Hear.) He, therefore, 
thought he was not asking too 
much, when he called on the House 
to adopt the mode which he point- 
ed out. The Noble Lord declared 
his determination to divide the 
House, and concluded by moving 
the Resolution. 

Mr. C. Wynn moved the pre- 
vious question. 

The Speaker having put the 
Resolution from the Chair, 

Mr. Peel said that, however 
creditable the disclaimer of cor- 
rupt practices, contained in this 
Resolution, might be to any Mem- 
ber personally, yet little was 
shown by the Noble Lord to coh- 
vince the House that the measures 
therein ought to be adopted by 
the House. For his own part, he 
(Mr. P.) would be better pleased 
that they were postponed, as he 
did not wish to vote upon .the 
merits— (Hear). That the mo- 
tion now before the House was 
deserving of serious attention be 
was persuaded ; and it was cer- 
tainly worthy of consideration, 



Digitized by Google • 



595 . 


Bribery and .Corruption. 


whether some distinct tribunal 
ought to Jbe erected for taking 
cognizance of all general allega- 
tions of perjury. That question 
was, however, too extensive to be 
discussed in the last day of the 
Session, and it appeared that it 
would precipitate so important a 
subject by entertaining it at this 
particular time. He was sorry, 
therefore, that the Noble Lord had 
brought -it forward, as he was not 
disinclined to its principle. It 
should be recollected that, when 
this subject was formerly before 
the House, it gave rise to long and 
ivarm debates ; and, in fact, so 
much were opinions divided upon 
the expediency of Mr. Gren- 
ville’s Bill, that even that obvi- 
ously salutary measure was made 
for a limited time, though subset 
quently it was made permanent. 
"Referring them to that discussion, 
the House could not hastily pass 
this Resolution, without subject-* 
ing itself to the reflection of hav- 
ing acted less advisedly than its 
predecessors. But in addition, to 
all this, he (Mr. Peel) doubted' 
whether the -Noble Lord’s objects 
could be obtained, except by Act 
of Parliament. In the aspect 
which the subject presented itself 
tOihis eyes, he did not think that 
such a .measure as appointing a 
distinct tribunal, with power to 
appoint nominees for the inves- 
tigation of charges for bribery, 
could receive, sufficient effect from 
a Resolution of this House.— 
(Hear.) Under . all these circum- 
stances j. he considered the subject 
of too grave consideration to dis- 
pose, of the last day of the Ses- 
sion, more especially as it must 
necessarily bind our successors, 
who would be .placed in an em- 
barrassment, if they did not come 


to the same conclusion as we^d, 
for it might be imputed to them 
that they were less interested in 
maintaining the purity of election. 

Mr. Warre could not help, 
thinking that his Noble Friend had 
been hardly dealt with by the 
Rt. Hon. Gent., who continually 
opposed the particular form in 
which he brought forward this 
subject, by suggesting another 
ihode. Thus, when he brought 
forward a Bill, it was suggested 
that the object might be better 
effected by resolution, and now 
that he had .put his motion in that 
shape, it was objected that he 
ought to have brought in a Bill. 
The Right Honourable Gentle- 
man had takeivanolher ground — 
namely, that this was a subject of 
too extensive importance to be 
decided upon the last day of the 
Session. But in fact, if he under- 
stood them, these Resolutions did 
not touch the principles of the 
Bribery Law3, their only object 
was to enlarge the time for re- 
ceiving petitions. He asked this 
House, whether it was permitted 
that an agent publicly paying 
money after the election for votes 
had at the election, should screen 
himself behind the regulation, 
which prohibits the receiving any 
complaint for perjury after four- 
teen days 1 — (Hear.) It had been 
said, that when “ You make out 
such a case as that , of Gram?* 
pound, the House will interfere, 
as it did on that occasion, and dis- 
franchise the offending borough.” 
But in how few cases was it pos- 
sible to establish such a case as 
that of Grampound? The pecu- 
liar corruption against which these 
Resolutions were -intended to 
guard was, the distribution of 
money after elections, an offence 
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of so insidiouaa nature that it was voteeither to buy that vote before* 
scarcely possible to take cogni- band, or as a xeward for it after- 
zance ofit. He hoped therefore wards, was no other than rank 
thefioflse would not reject these bribery. — (Hear). All bribery 

Resolutions, as until it interfered . must, of course, have reference to 
to puta cheek to such i practices, the sitting Member, and how re- 
the country would not cease to 'dress could be, given unless by a. 
impute to it i that it, countenanced proceeding connected with the 
them. validity or invalidity of the Mem- 

^Av. Wynn explained his reason ber’s return, be was at a loss to 
for opposing the adoption of these see. The answer, therefore, of the 
Resolutions was, that by the con- Right Hon. Gentleman was incon- 
stitution and practice of this elusive,- since, by his own confes- 
House, a sufficient remedy ex- sion, no complaint of bribery* 
isted for all complaints of this na/- which could , by possibility corn** 
ture. No limited time was pre*- promise the return of the Mem*, 
scribed by^ Act of Parliament for ber, could be received by 'this 
making complaints of bribery House after a certain time. With 
subsequent to elections, for the respect to the objection as. to time* 
arrangement for not receiving it appeared to him (Lord M.) to 
any petitions which related to the be precisely the fit season for 
saat ot a Member after a certain bringing such a measure forward, 
time, .contemplated only bribery — (Hear.) Any proceedings 
practised antecedent to or at that taken in the course of the next 
election; , but. there was, no doubt Session against bribery, would be 
that when a case was made out to complained of as coming without 
deserve particular consideration, due notice, and in fact the offence 
bottomed upon the giving of mo- of bribery would lose much of its 
ney subsequent to the election of bad character, if this. solemn re- 
any Member, although the House probation of it was not received by 
would not enter upon the question the House of Commons. — (Hear.*) 
with the view of setting aside such Mr. Lockhart suggested .a 

election, and depriving the Mem- greater precision in the wording 
her, of his seat, yet that it had of this resolution. He doubtea 
pghts and a jurisdiction to inquire whether, under existing laws, . the 
into all such matters as concerned distribution of money, after elec* 
a breach of its privileges. It was, tions, was an offence punishable 
therefore, because of its being un- as bribery. He would, .therefore, 
necessary that he opposed this have the words, “and the giving 
resolution. x of any money with reference to 

^ Lord Milton said hp admired any previous promise/’ &c, , added, 
the casuistry of the Right Hon. and this denounced as a distinct 
Gentleman, who had imagined a offence againstihe Bribery Laws, 
distinction to exist between bribe- Mr. BrougJiam ex.\)re&&ed bis 
?y subsequent to and preceding surprise, that any Hot*., Member 
the election, of a Member of this couldcall into questiop the Qorrqpr 
House.; — (Hear.) To his (Lord tion and venality of thatmost daut 
M.’s). simple mind, money given gerpus and reprehensible; practice 
for -the. purpose of procuring a of distributing money, atier tdfopf 
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Cions, although unconnected with 
any previous promise.— (Hear). 
That the practice itself was most 
corrupt there could he rio doubt ; 
but it might be matter of evidence 
how far such distribution of money 
ought or ought not to affect the 
Member’s return. He agreed 
entirely with the Noble Member 
for Yorkshire (Lord Milton) in 
the propriety of pressing this 
question to a decision now, for by 
adopting this resolution, the opi- 
nion of the House would be ob- 
tained in reprobation of the prac- 
tice; and he had not the least 
driubt, that if it was carried in the 
affirmative with a large majority, 
the best practical effects would 
be produced on the forthcoming 
elections. This was the very 
time for bringing forward such a 
resolution, when the machine of 
corruption was as it were, making 
and gathering its materials, and 
forging its instruments for. the ap- 
proaching election,— (Hear.) He 
looked forward, therefore, to the 
interference of this House produc- 
ing the best effects in interrupting 
the practices which were now 
going on in all quarters, and which 
would be developed at the elec- 
tion. He conjured Gentlemen, as 
they valued their own interests, 
(and in most cases private interest 
was ft strong motive, but in none 
more than this,) to vote for these 
resolutions to-night, and thereby 
guard themselves against the 
means of corruption being used 
against them. 

^ Mr. Hume wished to state a 
single fact, in answer to the fine 
theories of the Right Hon. Gentle- 
man opposite. He held in his 
hand a letter which he had re- 
ceived from the electors ©f a cer- 
tain borough, in which they stated, 
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that they were ready to receive 
proposals f rom any candidate who 
could come forward with 3,000/.— 
(Hear, hear, and laughter.) This 
was, and had for the last twenty- 
one years been their regular price ; 
and it was to be laid out in this 
way, viz. 500 votes*, at 5/. ,2,500. ; 
and 500/. for expenses. When 
such practices were thus openly 
carried on, he would ask, did the 
House do its duty, unless it 
stamped^ upon them its strongest 
reprobation ? — (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. Hudson Gurney declared 
that he should yote for the previous 
question.'^ — (Hear.) It was absurd 
by a simple proposition of this 
sort to talk of getting rid of bribery 
and perjury at elections. — (A 
laugh.) What! could it be de- 
nied that these practices did exist ? 
Was there a man in that House , 
who did not pay for his seat in 
money or otherwise— in meal or 
malt?— (Cries of yes, yes, hear, 
and laughter), ftnder the pre- * 
sent state of things, it was impos- 
sible to banish corruption and 
bribery at elections'; for he under* 
took to say; that there was not a 
Member returned for any great 
place, ic hose election did not 
cause a thousand infractions of 
the law as at present established ♦ 
Perhaps open corruption might 
not be established against many 
Members of this House, but it 
was utterly impossible that elec- 
tions could be carried on without 
Members conniving at infractions 
of the law . If bribery was, not 
openly practised, yet it was well 
known that an understanding of 
one sort or other prevailed be- 
tween the electors arid elected, 
which no Member would venture 
not to recognize. All laws made 
hitherto for the regulation of elec- 
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tions, were made to meet parti- 
cular circumstances of more or 
less glaring illegality; but the 
practice of corruption and bribery 
at elections was as notorious as it 
was unnoticed in this Houses 
(Hear, hear.) * 

Mr. Alderman Wood said; that 
a more extraordinary discussion 
than this had not occurred within 
his recollection of the proceed- 
ings of the House. — (Hear.) The 
declaration just made by the Hon. 
Member for Newton (Mr. Gur- 
ney), that the only road to this 
House was by the purchase of 
votes, might be true so tar as that 
Honourable Member was person- 
ally concerned, but was most cer- 
tainly untrue if intended for uni- 
versal application. — (Hear, hear.) 
To the statement of the Hon. 
Member that no Member of that 
House obtained his seat without 
paying for it in meal or malt, by 
sprue treaty or understanding, he 
(Mr. Alderman Wood) would tell 
him that he was one who never 
spent a shilling in obtaining his 
seat, and had not paid even for a 
hackney coach, although he had 
been three times returned for the 
City of London.— -(Hear.) He 
had received various letters from 
electors of London, living at Bos- 
ton, Lincoln, and other places, 
desiring to know whether he would 
pay their expeases to the place of 
election, but his answer invariably 
was, that it was not his custom to 
expend any money, not even to 
pay for a bowl of punch (an ex- 
pense which the Hon. Member 
would perhaps well understand 0 
The statement of the Hon. Mem- 
ber, if true, redounded in no 
great degree to the credit of his 
constituents, whose price, by his 
account, was very High.! — (Laugh- 


ter.) He, (Mr. Alderman W.) 
would, however* repeat, that as 
candidate for the City of London, 
he had never been put to any ex- 
pense, except advertisements, rent 
of a committee-room, and a few 
other necessary expenses. He 
found it necessary to say thus 
much on behalf of nis constituents, 
for it was not fair to the electors 
of England, that there were no 
other Members in this House but 
the representatives of corrupt bo- 
roughs ! — (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. Sergeant Onslow expressed 
his surprise that the Hon. Member 
for Newton could have been be- 
trayed into such a statement. 

Sir Robert Wilson observed 
that when the Hon. Member for 
Newton made that sweeping de- 
nunciation, he could not have been 
acquainted with the sentiments or 
practice of the borough of South- 
wark. He (Sir Robert), had had 
the honour to be twice returned 
for that borough, and he pledged 
himself that he had not paid for 
that distinction in meal, and he was 
sure his Hon. colleague (Mr. C. 
Calvert, the brewer), had not paid 
for it “ in malt ! 99 however proper 
such a mode of remuneration 
might be to him. — (Laughter.) 
He, (Sir Robert), assured the 
House that he had not laid out a 
shilling, directly or indirectly for 
his seat, but that on the contrary, 
he had been invited to come for- 
ward, and neither agent or friend 
of his had done anything to in- 
fringe the bribery or any other 
laws. It was due to his consti- 
tuents to make this declaration* 
and he was sure if the Hon. 
Members for Westminster were 
present, they would say the same. 
With respect to the resolution be- 
fore the House, he should say, 
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that Members would not be d6ing 
their duty, if they did not, by an 
overwhelming majority reprobate 
the corrupt practices admitted to 
prevail at some elections, and 
thereby show their disposition ho- 
nestly to endeavour to put a stop 
to such practices. 

Sir MatthewW. Ridley said 
he had no wish to prolong this 
discussion, and he would therefore 
make a suggestion which might 
materially shorten if. The sug- 
gestion was this— that instead of 
Members individually delivering 
theirsentiments upon this question, 
they would be content to give a 
practical illustration of them by 
their votes. Tills was the course 
which he intended to pursue, and 
he hoped he should have a large 
majority with him. 

General Gascoyne said he could 
not help ’saying a word on this 
subject* notwithstanding the Hon 
Bart.’s suggestion to postpone all 
declarations* to the division of Jthe 
House. The imputation thrown 
out by the Hon. Member for 
Newton, affected the electors, as 
well as the elected. Now in de- 
fence of his* constituents, he should 
say that he bad been six times re- 
turned foF Liverpool, without pay- 
ing for the honour* either ^ in meal 
or malt.’* ' * 

Mr. Fyske Pnlmer-^-Y would 
recommend the Hon. Member for 
Newton to attend the next meeting 
of the Snowball Club at Reading 
-^A loud laugh). It has been 
held every Tuesday for the last 
three months, and will hold ano- 
ther meeting on Tuesday next: 
If on that day the-Hoti. Member 
wilPdd us the favoufto give us his 
company, we shall be happy to 
give him a !es«on oivthe purity of 
election, ami-how Members have 


been Teturnedfrbm fthafrptoce? fort 
the last* two Parliaments.—* 
(Laughter.) I am sure that if the 
Hon. Member attended^tbat Meet* 
ing he would alter his opinion a® 
to the state of elections in this 
country. — (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. T. Wilson undertook to say 
that such 1 things as bribery andh 
corruption were not understbodin 
the city ofLondon* although ,per- 
hap®, these electors might* by 
possibility, be brought under the* 
operation of existing laws by 
some acts of indiscretion; In fact, 
so undefined and extensive were 
the terms of the Bribery Laws/ 
that' it would be difficult to say 
what Species of election .would be 
entirely free from an imputation' 
of corruption in the sense of these 
laws. 

Lord John Russell, in reply, re- 
turned thanks to the Hon. Member 
for Newton* for the support windr 
be had (perhaps unconsciously) 
given his' motion. What argu- 
metit could be adduced in its favour 
stronger than that advanced b y the 
Hon. Member* that the practices’ 
of corruption and bribery were so 
extensive as to be almost universal: 
It was to be wished that the Hon. 
Member bad attended the last 
meeting of the Westminster elec- 
tors, and he would find that t herer 
were at least some Members i& 
this House who had been senf 
here to represent the true wishes; 
and interests of bis constituents*/ 
and that, therefore/ they had not 
been sbnt .here from the motive* 
insinuated. With respect to the 
lateness of the period at which 
these resolutions 1 were brought 
forward ,itshould not be forgotten 
that he - bad ? had ai Bill? for these: 
purposes before the House the? 
greater past of Ithe-Session. He: 
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Boped that, as the Right Hon. 
Gentleman’s (Mr* Peel) attention 
Bad been called to the subject, he 
wquld apply himself to it next 
Session. He (Lord J.) did not 
mean to say that hisr resolutions 
would not admit of great itnprove- 
pents, but it was of the utmost 
importance that the practice of 
gelling votes at five or ten guineas 
a piece should be put a stop to. 
It was not, however, so much lor 
file terms. of the resolution that he 
pressed to a division, but in order 
to obtain a . sense of reprobation of 
a reprehensible question from this 
House. 

Mr. Gurney wished to be'permit- 
led to say a word , in explanation 
of what had been so mucbanimadr 
verted upon. I n stati ng that there 
*vas no election free from the 
charges of corruption and bribery, 
he did not mean to pledge himself 
so much to their actual existence, 
as to their constructive existence, 
under the interpretation of the 
Bribery Laws. In fact, as the 
laws stood now, no one knew what 
was or was not bribery. 

Mr. Grenfell said he could put 
to his heart, and declare 
that he had never resorted to any 
means of getting into .this House' 
of which he could possibly be 
However, as he was 
wla that practices did exist at 
elections, which ought to be re- 
probated, he thought it his duty, 

8:8 a. Member of. this House, to 
Express bis disapprobation of them 
^supporting this resolution. 
v IJ® House then divided ; — 

■Por the original motion 62 

Against it ... M ... 62 
The number being equal, the 
ty>ea*er gave his casting. voices for 
me motion. The Resolutions 
were therefore carried, and on 
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our return to the Gallery, wp 
found the Speaker, reading the 
Resolutions. On the second being 
read**— 

Mr. Wynn said be did not rise 
to oppose, the Resolution, but he 
thought a more convenient mode 
to effect its object than the one 
suggested might be adopted. 

Mr. Brouyham hoped the de«- 
claration of the House, as jiow 
expressed by its vote, would 
make a true impression upon the 
country, proving, as it did, that, 
as tar as the opinion of the House 
of Commons went, it was its de- 
termination to unite heart and 
hand with the people in taking 
some vigorous and effective inea- 
sure for punishing such practices 
as those- now complained of. 

The Resolutions were then 
agreed to. 


niNNER ; 

OF THE 

ELECTORS OF WESTMINSTER* 
[From the Morning Herald , May 26.} 

Yesterday, (25tb) the Electors 
of Westminster had their nine- 
teenth Anniversary Dinner, at the 
Crown and Anchor Tavern, Sir 
Francis Burdett in the Chair, 
supported on his right by Mr. 
Hobhouse, and on' bis left by Lord 
Ebrington. 

Among the company were also 
Lord Nugent, M.P.; Mr.T. Coke; 
M.P.; Mr. Hume, M.P.J Mr* 
Maurice Fitzgerald, M.P. ; Mr. 
S/ Whitbread, M.‘ P. ; Mr. Doug- 
las Kinnaird ; Mr.Denman, M.P.'; 
Mr. Alderman Waithman ; and 
several other popular public cha- 
racters. 
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The cloth haying been removed, 
the first toast given was—* 

“ The people ! — the only source 
of legitimate power.” Tune, Bri- 
tons, strike home ! , 

The second was — 

, “ The King! — May he always 
recollect his own declaration ‘ that 
the Crown is held in trust for the 
benefit of the people !’ ” — (Drank 
with three times three.) — Tune, 
Rule, Britannia. 

The third toast was — 

“ A full, fair, and free repre- 
sentation of the people in the 
Commons’ House of Parliament ; 
the only efficient remedy for all 
our national grievances. ” — (Three 
times three.) — Tune, Kick the 
rogues out. 

The next toast was- — 

“ The Parliamentary Electors 
of the United Kingdom ; and may 
they recollect that the people 
of England look with anxiety 
for the honest exercise of their 
suffrages, by which alone a new 
Parliament can be created, worthy 
of public confidence and esteem.” 
— (Three times three.) — Tune, 
Hope told a flattering tale ! 

. Mr. Sturch rose to propose 
the next toast. He felt the great-, 
est pleasure ih attending this day 
—the anniversary of their glorious 
triumph over corruption and undue 
influence — to propose a toast, 
which was confided to his care by 
the Committee, and which, he 
was perfectly sure, needed no 
recommendation of his to make it 
acceptable to the company, be- 
cause, to his certain knowledge, it 
was given in that room, not al- 
ways perhaps in the same form of 
words, although in the same sub- 
stance, for the last eighteen or 
nineteen years, and it wa3 always 
received with most enthusiasiic 


expressions of approbation,— (Ap- 
plause.) It was really a most re- 
markable fact, that so numerous 
and so mixed a body as theRlec- 
tors of the City of Westminster 
should so long persevere in at- 
tachment— so steady and so con- 
stantly increasing, for a period of 
now nineteen years — for their 
representative, the subject of his 
toast— (applause), especially when 
it was well known that he was not 
one of those servile men who have 
a seat in the House of Commons 
merely because they serve the 
Ministers. This attachment was 
n9t to be accounted for on the 
grounds of undue influence. — 
No ; the reason was this, that 
there existed in the minds of 
the constituents a conviction, that 
their representative was honest, 
was pure, and upright— (loud ap- 
plause) ; that his public views gpd 
conduct were directed not to his 
private interest (applause), no 
matter whether those views were 
in the y opinion of others right or 
wrong", but to whatever he, in the 
best of his judgment, believed to 
be essential to the public welfare. 
— (Loud applause.) The consti- 
tuents and the representative had 
that feeling in common, that the 
public liberty could not be pre- 
served but by a free Parliament 
and frequent elections. — (Ap- 
plause.) But.he had to remem- 
ber that he did not rise to make a 
speech, but to propose a toast. 
He could not, however, but con- 
gratulate the company, his fellow 
electors, that they had not only 
one, but two free and incorrupt 
representatives in Parliament. — 
(Applause.) * It was not the lot of 
many people in this country to be 
so happy; most of them were 
obliged to return to Parliament 


Digitized by 


Google 



609 


610 


June 3, 1826. 


persons whom they did not lik„ 
whom, perhaps, they did not know 
— (Applause.) But tljat was not 
the case with the people of West- 
minster: they had in Parliament 
two men, honest, upright, and 
free, and, what was not of less 
' consideration, of the 'first-rate 
talents ; two men far above all sel- 
fish views, above all servile inde- 
pendence,* two men who con- 
scientiously held, and most fear- 
lessly professed the purest politi- 
cal principles ; two men who were 
returned to Parliament by the 
free, the unbought votes of their 
constituents, the electors of West 
minster. — (Loud applause.) He 
then gave — 

“ The great advocate of the 
rights and liberties of the people, 
whose able, disinterested, and con- 
sistent public conduct, has been 
as useful to his countrymen as 
honourable tp himself— our dis- 
tinguished representative, Sir 
xrancis Burdelt.” — (Loud and 
continued applause.) 

. The toast was drank with three 
times three. 

Francis Burdett got up on 
the table, not without some pain. 
He appeared to labour under the 
gout,* and he supported himself 
**7 a stick iR his left hand. He 
had, he said, the support of only 
one leg, but our Constitution was 
lame in more than one point— (A 
laugh ) He was happy in thus 
annually meeting his constituents, 
because he always looked with 
pride and with satisfaction to the 
hrst moment of their connexion 
with each other as electors and 

representative.— (Applause.) He 

looked to it with extreme pleasure, 
as it was an example of inde- 
pendence and purity of election, 
held out to all the people of Eng- 


land ; and it was a proof to those 
who were hostile to the liberties 
of the people, that the spirit of 
freedom was not yet entirely ex- 
tinct in this country. The ene- 
mies of free Parliaments threw 
out doubts of that perseverance m 
the great cause of freedom, and 
of that consistency, both of which 
are so well exemplified by the 
electors of Westminster. — (Ap- 
plause.) To the period of his 
connexion with his constituents 
he looked with the more pleasure 
because it stopped the tongue of 
licentious calumny and abuse 
which were levelled at them, and 
all those who laboured in the same 
cause. This was the point of 
view in which he looked on his 
first connexion with them with 
satisfaction. It was in that view 
that he looked on radical reform, 
for he would use that phrase, not- 
withstanding the discredit which 
some persons would affect to bring 
on it. Popular elections, say 
those enemies of reform, are no- 
thing else than persecutions ef 
the more substantial part of the 
community — degrading to those^ 
who exercised them— both detri- 
mental to the prosperity, and dan- 
gerous to the peace of the coun- 
try. Now here, in the conduct of ' 
the electors of Westminster, was 
an argument always at hand to> 
rebut and refute all those asper- 
sions. His respectable friend, 
Mr. Sturch, said that few electors: 
in this country followed the ex- 
ample which was so obviously 
held forth to them by the electors 
of Westminster. That this ex- 
ample should be followed over 
the country was a wish implied by 
the toast which was proposed by 
his respected Friend. It was be- 
cause they were free electors that 
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they wished < toexten & thedreedom 
andthe purity of elections. Their 
desire to hoM forth thisexample 
-tty the country was because the 
-House of Commons was now 
^overwhelmed by a scum, such as 
was never found on the earth — 
because so little of the public 
voice of the people, by any exer- 
tions of public virtue, could be got 
-in at all— it was because there were 
so few men of that description in, 
the House of Commons— as few 
,*s> there were \n Sodom, where 
-a few would have saved it from 
‘destruction, it was because there 
* could not be foundin that House 
< so many as would save it from the 
fate which befel that guilty com- 
finunity. These were the reasons 
<why it was desirable to bold forth 
van example to the country. But 
f there was scarcely any possibility 
-of any other class in the kingdom 
^holding out a similar example ; so 
•that it would he a great benefit if 
all the elections were done away 
with ; for the whole system of 
mock elections exhibited such a 
‘ course of depravity, of corruption, 
f and of mischievous principles— it 
. was such a system altogether as 
-could not have operation in any 
-other country on the face of the 
globe.*— (Applause.) In the midst 
of this vile inundation of cor-, 
eruption, there lowed a direct 
-stream©!* liberty in the English 
/Constitution, to which it was as 
jit were the inheritance of the 
-electors : of Westminster to suc- 
ceed. He maintained' that it 
was impossible > to attain ^ to that 
end, -but by that pure and un- 
-sufbduable principle of freedom, 
^vhfcehy f ^notwithstanding the ty- 
ranny « mm I ~ th/e oppression exer- 
-eiaeri tmsr thotpeoplefor years, it 
was the hi ofcfcts constituents to? 


preserve: 'That ' Was tbeprincipje 
which, if any, would bring salva- 
tion to the Country. This illus- 
trious sample of the electors Of 
Westminster, encouraged bis/ best 
hopes that the principle would 'be 
extended-— at least it kept away 
all feelings of despair. They were 
not, therefore, now to relax in 
their efforts, but it was imperathte 
on them to ^persevere in, and re- 
double their exertions. This con- 
duct of the electors pf Westmin- 
ster gave him hopes of final suc- 
cess in the cause of freedom, much 
sooner than he could otherwise 
expect — at all events, labour in 
vain in so good a cause was much 
better than absolute success in the 
opposite causes — (Applause.) It 
was a pleasure to him to meet a 
body of respectable electors ; but 
it was the greatest pleasure to him 
to meet a sample, an honest 
sample of electors, who, in dan- 
gerous and embarrassing times, 
persevered in maintaining the 
freedom and purity of election. 
But he never saw the electors of 
Westminster retrograding in tte 
assertion, and maintenance of those 
pure principles. They* were ii6t 
iikethe sham electors that abound- 
ed in all parts of the country. — 
They were- a ; lair sample of the 
old people of this country.— 
(Applause.) Now the example 
of the : electors of Westminster de- 
monstrated most clearly that the 
people of this country deserved 
liberty, and knew how to Use it 
when it was intrusted to them. Tt 
was in this free, unbiassed, un- 
controlled exercise of their h berty, 
that they contemplated with the 
greatest pleasure bis connexion 
with the electors of Westminster. 
This connexion wa* J begun anil 
continued without any trick or eva- 
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8ion oii either side. On the many 
subjects, both religious and poli- 
tical,' in which most men differed, 
exerted himself fairly and tQ 
the utmost of his power, relying 
onhisown integrity. — (Applause.) 
The conduct of the electors of 
Westminster has proved that it 
required only fair dealing on the 
part of the representatives to meet 
the support and approval of their 
countrymen. rHe took that public 
opportunity of adverting, among 
other matters, to the letter written 
io him by his worthy friend Mr. 
Sturch on the part of the electors 
of Westminster, relating to the 
situation of the people of Ire- 
land, and for which he sincerely 
thanked his worthy friend. In 
one part of that letter, Mr. 
Starch alluded to the part which 
he (Sir F. Burdett) had taken, in 
presenting to the House of Com- 
mons a petition from a large por- 
tion of their fellow-subjects, the 
Catholics of Ireland. He said, 
that in presenting it he was not an 
advocate for that particular form 
of religion. All religions, he be- 
lieved, were good. When he said 
that all religions were good, it was 
not to be supposed that he meant 
lhat those barbarous practices 
prevalent in savage islands, alike 
repugnant to God and man, were 
good. But when he said that all 
religions were good, he meant all 
sects of - the Christian religion. — 
{Applause.) He said that all 
■those religions were good, be- 
cause they had one foundation for 
them all.— (Applause.) ft was in 
’rain to say this man’s or that 
®iari’s religion was bad, unless it 
was found connected with some 
bad practices. But if a man him- 
self did not believe his religion to 
‘be good, that was no religion at 
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all. He < did • not believe . that any 
man was so bad as knowingly to 
worship evil. At all events, no 
religion of a man, however vain 
and deplorable, could prevent 
him (Sir F. Burdett) from assert- 
ing and advocating the cause of 
truth. Therefore it was that he 
did what he was called on to do 
in presenting the petitions of their 
fellow-subjects, and what he would 
do again and again, if called on# 
be the risks and the consequences 
to himself what they may.— (Loud 
applause.) It is fit that we love 
one another, but not, that one mao 
should prescribe what mode of 
worship another should adopt. 
Could any man say that he. him* 
self would be hereafter rewarded 
for his particular mode of worship; 
but another would not ! No man 
should foster such prejudices. — 
(Applause.) But when he daily 
saw those persons, who chiefly 
fostered such prejudices, making 
religion only as a mask, he eould 
not help thinking that they used 
religion only to serve their inte«- 
rest. — (Applause.) He could not 
believe, however, that any honest 
mind could come to these unjust 
conclusions. But with respeet to 
this grand question of reform, it 
showed itself in every way, and 
connected itself with all subjects. 
It was now intended, k-seemed, 
to apply the principle of reform to 
those legal proceedings, those 
monstrous proceedings in the 
Court of Chancery. — (Laughing.) 
The upshot of the whole of this 
reform, was that .Lord Eldon wa? 
a very Daniel in giving judg- 
ments. Lord Eldon did more 
than Daniel; for Bfiiliel passed 
judgments with some risk to him- 
self, but Lord Eldon gave judg- 
ment to the.rihk and to the peril 
4 V 2 
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of suitors. — ( A laugh.) But it was 1 
said in extenuation, that his Lord- 1 
ship was particularly cautious le$t 
he might do injustice, and there- 
fore, he required much time for 
deliberation. It would be far 
better for suitors to he stopped 
short even by an unjust decision, 
than in seeking for justice to find 
his or their utter ruin. He would 
say that prompt injustice was 
better than that dilatory process 
which could never come to any 
determination. — (Applause.) — 
But after the defence of this 
monstrous system for years, 
shame at length cried out, and 
then redress was ready to step in. 
But after all, the result of all this was 
that no one was to blame, no one 
was culpable, and the person who 
was generally supposed to be the 
most guilty was found to surpass 
all others, not only in the dimen- 
sions, but in all the ordinary forms 
of human virtue. He saw in the 
Lord Chancellor the most extra- 
ordinary virtues of patience and 
perseverance— virtues with which 
not only the Noble Lord himself 
was endued, but with which he 
also possessed the rare faculty of 
enduing others. — (A loud laugh.) 
There was in' his Lordship a degree 
of resignation and piety, such as 
could not be found in any other 
man. His Lordship might sit for 
the picture given in the words of 
the poet, guiding the genius of the 
sculptor. How well would it be 
if the genius of the one could be 
applied for the ' guidance of the 
other, and thus a monument of bis 
Lordship's patience be transmitted 
to posterity. He should like to 
suggest to Mr. Chantrey, whom 
be had the pleasure of knowing, 
the words of the , poet — not that 
trite description of “ patience sit- 


ting on a monument,” but this — 

1 Here Patience sits, 

Her white arms folded in her bosom, ■ ’ / 
With meek submission she lifts the adoring eye* 
Eyen to the storm that wrecks her. 

All this would be a good subject 
for the sculptor, except the eye, 
which is directed to the suitor. 
But now, after many years of bold 
defence, his Lordship himself 
and his friends came forward, 
and showed what a vile aud 
monstrous figure they were wor- 
shiping in the place of justice 
—one vile source of corruption, 
full of various evils. What must 
that system be when the Secretary 
for the Home Department rose 
and made a statement in his 
place, of all the evils of the system, 
and endeavoured— honourably en- 
deavoured — to put an end to it. 
But see what was the state of 
things in that system which the 
country has so long suffered, and 
in the operation of which so many 
have perished ? It was to a re- 
form in the House of Commons 
that they were to look lor a cure 
of all those evils. Let them look 
to that unhappy place called Ire- 
land, where peace and prosperity 
could never be found, but where 
there was nothing but poverty and 
gnashing of teeth, and indignation 
among the different portions of the 
inhabitants from time to time, that 
it was a disgrace to any govern- 
ment to suffer it to be oppressed 
with so much injustice; Hut this 
could not be the case, had it not 
been for that corrupt system of 
election which so generally pre- 
vailed. Were it not for that, 
Ireland could not remain as she 
then was, a source of care and 
afixiety, and never-ending ex- 
pense, instead of being an addi- 
tional source of prosperity to this 
country. In Scotland there is 
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some reason to complain of that 
corrupt system of parliamentary 
representation, which was so fully 
detailed in the well-drawn peti- 
tion from the city of Edinburgh, 
presented to the 'House of Com- 
mons by the Hon. Member for 
Caine (Mr. Abercromby), and to 
which the House ought to have 
acceded, if it was not meant to 
continue for ever that corrupt sys- 
tem. By reform, order and re- 
gularity would soon be brought 
about; all the diseases of the 
country would cease at once, and 
health and vigour would be dif- 
fused through the vital organs. 
Again, the preventive system, was 
that working well ? That subject 
was well handled in the House of 
Commons by his Hon. Colleague. 
He (Sir F. Burdett) then thought 
he saw a blush on some counte- 
nances that never blushed before 
in the House, unless when losing 
8Dme job or another. — (Applause.) 
He then thought that body not yet 
insensible to shame, but the blush 
Was transitory. Here w as the re- 
sult of a divided administration. 
The two parts did not make the 
whole like two and two making 
four: it was like the progeny en- 
gendered between the ass and 
horse, not a mixture of equable 
ingredients, like those in a bowl 
oY punch. See their conduct on 
those two great question^, the 
torn Laws and the Currency. 
On this latter, Ministers denounc- 
ed the paper currency, to which 
they ascribed all the distresses of 
Jhe country. They resolved to 
have no more issues of paper. All 
^ as to be gold. Yet in three or 
lour days these Ministers again 
came down to the House, and re- 
solved again on the issue of these 
notes, to which a little time before 
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they ascribed the miseries of the 
nation. Again, being? asked not 
to make any change m the cur- 
rency of Ireland or Scotland, the 
Minister said, “ Oh, no ! I would 
rather die, than give up half my 
plan.'* Yet see -what followed. 
Now what reliance can the people 
have on the measures ot such 
Ministers, who one day call on 
Parliament to stultify itself, by 
assenting to their propositions, 
saying aye or no, as the Minis- 
ter directed? What they re- 
solve to day, they undo to-morrow. 
The same way they acted in re- 
spect to the Corn Laws — a ques- 
tion he would not say of great 
difficulty, but one requiring great 
consideration, and^ an immediate 
settlement of it. ~ (Applause.) 
Ministers said one day that they 
would not consent this Session to 
any discussion' on the alteration 
of the Corn Laws, yet they came 
a few days alter, and, without 
any discussion, they altered those 
laws, but yet left the general 
question in the same state of am- 
biguity. Of such an administra- 
tion it was difficult to know what 
to say. It could not be said 
how long they would support 
their own consistency. It would 
be good for the people if they 
had an Administration that would 
come forward when their mind 
was made up. The conduct 
of this Administration he could 
compare to nothing but to the well- 
known witness called Non mi ri - 
cordo , on the trial of the late 
Queen. Ministers being asked 
whether they would go to a repeal 
of the Corn Laws ? “ Oh ! no 
the Government replied. Then 
another class of Members asked 
if they would not relieve the starv- 
ing people ? “ Oh ! yes,” said 
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]$liitisters ; “ 'We" will repeal the sage struck him as singular. The 
Corn LhWi, and we will bring to Honourable Member was reported 
market the bonded com.” Having to have said, that “ he wished to 
got the House to assent to the pro- see the wedge get in;” a senti- 
Sdsitipn; Ministers then said . they ment which was cheered by Mi- 
3Sd net mean to make any altera- bisters. But what was there in it 
tldn in the Corn Laws. They did objectionable T He (Mr. Coke) 
dot retaember proposing to alter wished to see the ivedge get 
them. Non mi ricordb — piu si, in; and he would assure them 
<$he nun.-— (A laugh.) Such was that, if the point Wak once en- 
tfte conduct’ of Ministers on this tered, and that the mallet was 
most important subject. He main- placed in his hand, he would as- 
tained that it was a shame for suredly drive it home. — (Loud 
Parliament to have met, and not laughter.) He concluded by pro- 
tb have done something on these posing “ The health of John Cam 
questions, particularly the cur- “ Hobhouse, Esq., our other able, 
fancy, which was the source of all “ enlightened, and indefatigable 
the distresses in the country, and “ Representative.” 
all these brought on by bad legis- Mr. Hobhouse mounted the 
lation alone. — (Applause.) I fall table and returned thanks, amid 
these evils be agreeable to the lively acclamation. It was to 
people, then he despaired of Par- him, he said, no source ot ordi- 
liamentary Reform ; but as he nary satisfaction, that, at the 
Held a different opinion of the close of his Parliamentary career 
minds of the people, he hoped he now experienced the same 
Government would he compelled kindness as when he first cora- 
tp put an end to this system , menced it. He still saw around 
Which had now sd long prevailed, him many of the same smiling 
' Mr. Coke proposed the next faces — he still felt the same sup- 
toast. It related to the other port — the same disposition to give 
Representative of this City. Of him confidence — as when eight 
the public conduct of that Gentle- years ago, he first ventured to 
man He should only say, th^t if solicit their notice. — (Cheers.) 
the electors were not already ac- This was to him a great satisfac- 
quaiuted with it, ijt Was not in his tion, but be felt it less on his own; 
gjjfr. C.^s) power to do him jus- account, than as it proved that 
tice. Allusion had been made to the public spirit which first gave 
a speech spoken by that Gentle- him importance was still unstified 
man, upon the occasion of Lord and unsubdued. Such was, as 
John Russell's motion for Reform, such ought to be, the reward of 
He (Mr. C : ) was not present in men, whose only security was 
die House a,t the time, though he their pledge, and whose only re- 
bad come expressly to town to turn was the fulfilment of that 
yote- upon the question, which he undertaking. Those present were 
considered. In tact, the only great his judges — into their hands he 
donstitutronal one agitated during was about to surrender his trust — 
the Session. He had seen, how- arid of them it was that he was to 
ever, a report of that speech, of ask te whether he had done hik 
which the reception of one pas- duty (Applause.) He shrank 
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aot from a reply; and such cir- 
cumstances he was pleased to re- 
collect in the origin of his con- 
nexion with the citizens of West- 
minster. He could see [no ob- 
jection to the renewal of the bond 
between the electors and elected 
upon these occasions. . He would 
bow come to the more immediate 
relation in which he stood to those 
he . was addressing. Not, how- 
ever, that though he was arrived 
at the close of his Parliamentary 
career, he meant at all to can* 
vass. Such a course would be 
Unworthy of those he addressed, 
and unworthy of himself. Under 
any circumstances it must be a 
source of gratification to him to 
meet the electors of Westminster, 
who had chosen not him, who 
was unknown to them, but who 
had chosen his colleague, who was 
not only known to them, but to 
Europe at large, and the whole 
civilized world. He was glad 
also to see many individuals of 
known public worth present here, 
and cooperating in the grand ob- 
ject which they all had in view. 
The first of these was bis Ho- 
nourable Friend the Member for 
Norfolk (Mr. Coke), if that Ho- 
nourable Member would permit 
him to. call him hisiriend, and a 
great honour it teas. He (Mr. 
U») would not now refer to what 
that Honourable Member bad 
done him the favour to say of 
him, but content himself with say- 
mg, ‘ that, he hoped to be able 
hereafter to justify all that had 
been said of him.. Many other 
individuals were present, of great 
Consideration amongst their fel- 
low citizens. Amongst those was 
b^ibe distinguished a character 
ibfc which England always had, 
3nd?he h°P$d always would be 
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famed — he meant an honest 
Judge (Mr. Denman). Thi» 
gentleman, by the honest exercis# 
of public principle, had found bis 
way to a seat, where he made 
himself useful to his countrymen, 
by his pure and impartial adminis* 
tration of justice. He saw, like- 
wise, a geutleman present, who 
represented the constkuentcy 
and public spirit of the City of 
London (Mr. Alderman Waith-, 
mati.) Seeing so many good 
and true men assembled upon 
this occasion, he could not per- 
suade himself that the light of 
public spirit was becoming dim. 
It had been said, that, in the life 
of man, there were certain cli* 
macterics; at each of which his 
moral powers assumed a new 
one. It was said, that every seven 
years a man’s powers became 
weakened. He could not say 
that he had not felt the influence 
of time ; but there was one sen- 
timent which, as he grew older, 
instead of growing weaker be- 
came stronger — that was his at- 
tachment to their old and faithful 
representative Sir Francis Bur-' 
dett — (Cheers.) The more he 
saw of the House to which they 
bad sent him, the more' he ac- 
knowledged to himself the pro- 
priety of the choice which the 
electors of Westminster had made, 
by sending such a man as the 
Hon. Baronet to Parliament.— 
From the characters of* some of 
the Members of a certain Ho-* 
nourable House, be would novy 
proceed to the actions of that 
House itself. This topic had beea 
already ably adverted to, and he 
should therefore touch it lightly^ 
About this time last year, by the 
report of Ministers in that House* 
the country was in, a ipost un-. 
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comfortable, a positively embar- ' 
rassing, state of prosperity. We < 
had so much wealth that we did 
not know what to do with it, and i 
the difficulty was, not what we 
should do with our last, but our i 
first guinea — (Laughter.) We 
are told of a Roman Emperor, 
who, wishing to wallow in gold, i 
was rather puzzled as to how he 
should accomplish that. A bed 
of gold, however rich, was not 
very soft ; but he adopted this 
expedient. He had his bed re- 
moved every night into a diffe- 
rent room, the floors of which 
were all gold. So it was wjth 
us. Every body seemed so full 
of gold, that Ministers set about 
erecting new rooms for different 
nights to sleep in. The evil day 
came, however, about. Things 
were now much altered. Instead of 
the golden harvest which danced 
before our eyes, nothing was now 
left but vague recollections of sur- 
prise at our past affluence. As 
Foote said of Garrick, that “ he 
never went round a comer with 
out meeting the ghost of a depart- 
ed guinea,” so every thing now 
reminded us of what we were. 
We no longer feel the embarrass- 
ment of last session, yet for all 
these changes ice ought to have 
been prepared. He (Mr. H.) his 
Hon. Colleague (Sir F. B.) and 
many others , had given warning 
of them . Of those it would be 
injustice to omit the name of a 
worthy A Iderman , who he was so 
glad to see a candidate for theCity 
of London (Mr. Aid. .Waithman), 
who, through a long public life, 
faithfully redeemed the pledges 
which he had given — (Hear.) He 
rejoiced that such merit did not 
run the risk of being forgotten — 
that so many of the citizens of) 


London seemed aware of the 
claims of the man of their origi- 
nal choice — (Applause.) He re- 
gretted that in alluding to the 
measures of Parliament, he could 
not describe any acts which had 
relation to an improved state of 
the country. Some public mea- 
sures had been taken during the 
Session, to which he, by his vote, 
had made himself a party. He 
had not, however, supported those 
measures because they happened 
to be brought in by Ministers. 
Conceiving them to be good in 
themselves, he had supported 
those measures without reference 
to the source from which they 
emanated. — (Applause.) He was 
likewise sorry that, since they last 
met he could not congratulate 
th< i upon the successful efforts 
of the friends of freedom in 
other countries. Disheartening, 
however, as these prospects 
were, still he did not despair. 
And yet the past was but ill cal- 
culated to give good presage of 
the future, in how many in- 
stances had the strugglers of free- 
dom been suppressed, even within 
his own memory ? What glorious 
hopes had been blighted by the 
failure of the French Revolution ? 
In the present condition of that 
powerful but hapless country was 
to be found the best proot ot what 
he had been saying. Let them 
look to Italy— that fairest portion 
of the civilized world. How had 
liberty fared there 1 The only 
sounds 'which freedom uttered 
were to be heard from the dun- 
geons on the bank of the Elbe, 
the fortresses on the Rhine, and 
the mountains of the Danube. 
The only crime of those immured 
in those dungeons was their at- 
i tachment to freedom. The next 
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place to which he called their 
attention was that country which 
seemed gifted only to invite the 
intrusions of foreign power, but 
which was endeared to us by * a 
community in arms — he meant 
Spain. There the exertions of 
the friends of freedom had failed, 
not only in securing to themselves 
the blessings of a domestic go- 
vernment, but also in saving them- 
selves from a foreign invader. 
Spain now wept — sunk under the 
lowest of all despotism , — not that 
of a domestic tyrant, but of a 
foreign invadei\ He was sorry 
to say; that though like St. Ste- 
phen we did not throw the first 
stone at Spain, yet we stood by 
consenting to her death. — (Ap- 
plause.) The last was a place — 
the spot of all others in Europe — 
endeared to us not only as Eng- 
lishmen and Christians, but as 
persons interested in the cause of 
humanity. It was a place to 
which we ought to address our 
last hopes and best aspirations, 
as the place where, one of our 
poets had said, was the last altar 
where “ the torch of liberty was 
finally to be placed ' — that place 
was Greece— as he was sure his 
hearers had anticipated. He was 
sure it was unnecessary to excite 
the sympathy of this Meeting,— 
®ut it necessary he could urge 
topics calculated strongly to inte- 
rest their good wishes for that 
unfortunate country. The Hon. 
Member for Montrose (Mr. Hume) 
had visited Greece, and to him he 
appealed, whether there was not 
every thing in the situation of that 
country to call for the protection of 
this against the infernal blow which 
had been struck against it. It 
was fit that he (Mr. Hobhouse) 
who had visited these countries 
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early in life, should be their advo- 
cate at the bar of a powerful pro- 
tecting tribunal. It should be re- 
collected that this was not a con- 
test carried on in the usual wav 
between two rival nations — that it 
was not a struggle between two 
Christian states, as to which should 
occupy this or that frontier or for- 
tress ; but it was a question whe- 
ther the fairest portion of the globe 
was or was not to be trampled 
upon by a country, whieh, as it 
did not understand, so it could 
have no regard tor the liberties of 
a people. He was himself a wit- 
ness to many of the barbarities 
which the great powers of Europe, 
much to their shame, permitted to 
be exercised towards the Greeks. 
And these oppressors, be it recol- 
lected, were Mahometans, with 
whom we had nothing in common, 
either in feelings or raannerfe. 
There was not between us a single 
tie of sympathy which could, in 
any degree, sanction our being 
accomplices to such misrule. The 
Turks were now as ferocious as 
when they first conquered the 
Christian empire. Although they 
had lost many of the qualities 
which made them a match for 
their Christian adversaries, still 
they practised all the refinements 
of cruelty.. He knew it as a fact, 
and he challenged any one to 
deny it, whether, when any one 
offended them, the Turks did not 
roast alive, impale* and even beat 
them to death with mallets. This 
they did in the present contest. 
And even when they meant to 
deal mercifully towards those who 
offended them, they drowned, 
strangled and beheaded their wives 
and children. He should not dis- 
gust them by reciting further par- 
ticulars, but it was enough to say, 
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that their vides f wefe not those of 
non butof savages. Under such 
<nromraetanceMhen,Jbe would ask, 
whether it ought not to be the po - 
Ucw of this Government to inter* 
fete? He contended that every 
man and every nation, interested 
in the cause of humanity, were 
fcaund to put a stop to cruelties, 
a&; which human nature shudder*- 
ed- ft was • lor the interests ol 
this country that' Greece - should 
be free. — (Applause.) This be 

stated advisedly, and if he -were 
not afraid of being tedious^ he 
should: prove incontestibly, that 
she .soon would be free, it was 
well known that the dynasty ol 
Constantinople was tottering to 
its base, and that the only cir- 
cumstance which, retarded its final 
demolition was, that the great 
powers of E urope were not agreed 
aa to a division of the spoils.-*— 
<Hear.) They were therefore 
jealous of the insurrection of the 
Greeks, lest such; an event should 
prematurely accelerate an event 
for which they were unprepared. 
Therefore it was, that they did 
not like to see the Greeks in arms 
, — therefore that they issued their 
proclamations against that op- 
pressed people, even to the head 
of the Christian Church upon the 
Continents— the Pope. But he 
would ask, had Heaven given 
power to this Prince to assist the 
enemies of Christianity, or whe- 
ther the chief bearer of the ban- 
ner’ of vthe Cross was to place 
.that alongside the crescent of 
Mahomet? — (Cheers.) .Much had 
been said and done to encourage 
file sending of Missions, in order 
to disseminate the doctrines of 
•Christianity. But when did an 
opportunity occur, when there 
.was so, frag* a temptation, not 


m 

only to bring over persons to 
Christianity, but absolutely tp 
save them from becoming Turks ! 
And persons, too, so anxious tp 
be supported, in their religious 
tenets as the Greeks were— n ever 
was so glorious an opportunity; 
He did not mean now unneces- 
sarily to eulogize the Right 
Hon, Secretary for Foreign Af- 
fairs (Mr. Canning ), as that 
Gentleman did ntft need* his eu- 
logy. But if he might be per* 
mitted to make a suggestion tp 
him, it would be, that this was a 
glorious opportunity for crowning 
his high fame by accomplishing 
this great and last emancipation 
of a Christian people. The po- 
licy of this could not be doubtful 
He had himself already broached 
the principle,, by declaring “ that 
“ wherever the standard of free- 
“ dom* w r as raised, there would 
“ Englishmen crowd around it.” 
— (Applause.) There seemed^ 
something providential too in this 
contest occurring at this time, as 
if it was just to give the Right 
Hon. Gent, an opportunity oj add- 
ing another laurel to his wreath, 
by putting, a finishing hand to it. 
When it was recollected that 
at the moment the vessel was ab- 
solutely about to sail, which was to 
convey him info a sort of honour- 
able exile, his great rival quitted 
the scene in an unexpected man- 
ner, and that he suddenly, but 
fairly, came into the possession of 
power. It would seem to be the 
work of Providences, in providing 
him for soyreatan occasion. Tp 
do him justice, that Right: Hon. 
Gentleman had adready most-ma-* 
terially altered the policy of this 
country. I nstead of being, as she 
had been in the time of his* pre- 
decessor, a pa*ty to the Holy Al? 
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llance, the Right Hon. Gentleman 
had rent acrosa the Atlantic, 
Commissioners to treat with the 
Spanish colonies of South Ame- 
ikftupoa the* looting of independ- 
ent; states. He hoped then the 
Eight Hon. Gent, would/be induced 
to; put his hand to the affairs of 
Greece, of the ultimate termina- 
tion of which he (Mr. H.) still ap- 
gnred well, from the desperate 
and glorious resistance which 
they had made to the tyranny of 
their savage opponents. — (Ap- 
plause.) He concluded by giv- 

BJg— 

. “ The brave and suffering peo- 
ple of Greece, whose persevering 
valour in asserting their inde- 
pendence, not only rendered them 
worthy of their ancestors, but en- 
titled them, to the support of every 
civilized power.” 

- Drank with three times three. 

- The next toast was — 

S. C. Whitbread, Esq., and 
the Reformers of Middlesex." 

, The Chairman then proposed 

The health of the oldest Re - 
fanner, T. W. Coke, Esq., and 
the Ref or mas of Norfolk .” 

. Three times three, with great 
applause. 

Mr. Coke returned thanks for 
the very kind and handsome man- 
ner in which his name had been 
coupled with the Reformers of 
Norfolk. No man could speak 
more accurately to what these 
Reformers were, and he pledged 
himself that they were attached, to 
the great cause.—* (Cheers.) He 
accepted with gratitude the title 
of “ oldest Reformer,” to which 
he believed he had a good claim, 
for he had been in Parliament 


fifty years, and he was a reformer 
from the beginning. — - (Loud 
cheers.) ' The history of what he 


4 had seen in that, time might be 
compressed in a few words— if he- 
bad* known as mudh of the Hb-» 
nourable Mouse as he now did* 
and had for many years, he would 
never have set his foot in it. — 
(Laughter.) At no time had he a 
great desire to be a Member of 
Parliament, for he had other pur-< 
suits to engage him, and it waa 
only in obedience to the friends of 
freedom, and the Whigs in Nor- 
folk, that he had accepted th& 
charge. No sooner, however, waa 
he in the Houses than he placed 
himself under the tuition of theis 
late representative, Mr. Fox, and' 
to him he stuck like a leech — 
through good report and bad re- 
port. From the principles pro- 
fessed by that great man, (he Mr. 
Coke) never swerved, and neve? 
would, for however little his taste 
lay towards the House of Com- 
mons, yet as long as the good 
people of Norfolk thought fit to 
return him to Parliament, so long 
would he do every thing in his 
power to discharge the trust to the 
best of his ability. — (Lcud cheers.) 
To be a representative of the peo- 
ple appeared to him to transcend 
any honour which the Sovereign 
could bestow upon him, and he 
spoke seriously, when he assured 
this Meeting that he would not 
barter the unbought represents 
tion of such a county as Norfolk 
for any advantages which might 
be offered him. He sincerely 
congratulated this city upon hav- 
ing chosen too* such Representa- 
tives — men so distinguished for 
their abilities, honesty, and integ- 
rity. They were, in truth, men 
of extraordinary talents, and. it 
was not always that electors were 
fortunate enough to find principle 
accompanied by talent, Aobon? 
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est Representative in these days 
was by no means common. — 
(Hear, and laughter.) He was 
a man who had used plain lan- 
guage all his life. He would not 
again offer Himself for Norfolk, 
but that his absence might create 
an opportunity for a less candid 
or straight-forward Radical than 
himself— (Cheers.) In conclu- 
sion, he declared that so long as 
God spared his life, he should 
vote on the side of liberty andin- 
dependepce, and that he would 
• come to dine with the present 
company as often as they did him 
the honour to invite him. — (Loud 
cheers.) 

“ Mr. Alderman Waithman, 
and the Independence of the 
City of London/* 

Mr. Alderman Waithman, in 
returning thanks, said, that the 
best return which perhaps he 
could make was, by stating that 
it was to the principle which ac- 
' tuated this Meeting that he looked 
forward to the success of his ap- 
peal to the citizens of London. He 
had no claim upon his fellow- 
citizens but that of principle, and 
he was sure to be opposed by 
influence of a powerful kind. His 
success would' be, therefore, a 
triumph for the cause in which 
all reformers were engaged. — 
From all that he had observed, 
he had strong hopes that the exer- 
tions which his friends were kind 
enough to make in his behalf 
would be crowned with success. 
— (Applause.) 

“ Joseph Hume, Esq,, and 
thanks to him for his persevering 
and successful efforts in watching 
every branch' of the public ex- 
« penditure, which must ultimately 
produce such a reduction of taxes 


as can atone .terminate the gene- 
ral distress of the country. 

Mr. Hume, in returning thanks, 
said no compliment to his poor 
services in the public cause could 
be so gratifying as that which 
came from the most numerous - 
and respectable body of reformers 
in the kingdom. He hoped that 
theexample ofWestminster would 
be a stimulus to the country at 
large. His ideas of reform were, 
that every householder should 
have a vote, and that the suf- 
frages should be taken by ballot 
as the most impartial way. He 
then alluded to the claims of Mr. 
Alderman Wood upon the citi- 
zens of London. He did not 
know why his Hon. Friend was 
not now present, as he had never 
known him absent from any anni- 
versary of the kind, and in all 
discussions upon reform and re- 
trenchment in the House of Com- 
mons, he was at his post late and 
early. — (Loud cheers.) — He ho- 
ped justice would be done him, 
and the worthy Alderman presept, 
in the approaching contest. He 
concluded by proposing — 

“ The health of Mr. Alderman 
Wood,”— 

Which was drunk with applause. 

Sir Francis BuRDETT,.whe 
had been suffering from gout the 
whole evening, now left the Chair, 
which was taken by Lord Ebring- 
ton. 

“ The health of Lord Nugent* 
was then proposed ; and his 
Lordship, in suitable terms, re- 
turned thanks. 

Other toasts were subsequently 
proposed ; and the hilarity of the. 
evening w^s extended to a late 
hour. 
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THE 

LORDS COMMISSIONERS’ 
SPEECH, 

May 3f, 1826. 

My Loris and Gentlemen , 

His Majesty commands us to 
inform you that the state of the 
public business enabling His Ma- 
jesty to close the Session at a 
period of the year the most con- 
venient for a General Election, it 
is His Majesty’s intention to dis- 
solve, without delay, the present 
Parliament, and to direct the issue 
of writs for the calling of a new one. 

His Majesty cannot take leave 
of you without commanding us to 
. express His Majesty’s deep sense 
of the zeal and public spirit which 
you have constantly displayed in 
the discharge of your several im- 
portant functions. 

His Majesty particularly ac- 
knowledges the promptitude and 
discretion with which you have 
applied yourselves to the objects 
specially recommended to you by 
fils Majesty, at the commence- 
ment of this Session ; and His 
Majesty confidently hopes that the 
good effect of your deliberations 
will be manifested in the improved 
stability of public & private credit. 

His Majesty has the satisfaction 
to inform you that the distinguish- 
ed skill, bravery, and success, 
with which the operations of the 
British arms in the dominions of 
the King of Ava have been car- 
ried on, have led to the signature, 
upon highly honourable terms, of 
a preliminary Treaty with that 
Sovereign, which His Majesty 
has every reason to expect will 
be the foundation of a secure and 
permanent peace. 

His Majesty furlhei^conmiands 
Us to repeat to you, that His Ma- 


jesty’s earnest endeavours have 
continued to be unremittingly 
exerted to prevent, the breaking 
out of hostilities among Nations; 
and to put an end to those which 
still unhappily exist, as well in 
America as, in Europe. 

Gentlemen of the House of Commons, 

His Majesty commands us to 
thank you tor the provision which 
you have made for the service of 
the year. 

His Majesty's attention will be 
constantly directed to the reduc- 
tion of the public expenditure, m 
every degree that may be con- 
sistent with the due maintenance 
of the security, honour, and in- 
terests of his kingdom. 

My Lords and Gentlemen , 

We are specially commanded 
to assure you, that His Majesty’s 
paternal feelings have been deeply 
affected by the distresses which 
have prevailed among the manu- 
facturing classes of His Majesty’s 
subjects ; and by the exemplaiy 
patience with which those dis- 
tresses have been generally borne. 

His Majesty trusts, that the 
causes out of which the partial 
stagnation of employment has 
arisen, are, under the blessing of 
Providence, in a course of gradual 
abatement. 

His Majesty is confident, that 
your presence and example, in 
our several counties, will contri- 
ute to maintain and encourage 
the loyal and orderly spirit whicji 
pervades the great body of hia 
people. 

And His Majesty relies upon 
your disposition to inculcate that 
harmony and mutual .good-wiU 
among the several great interests 
of the country, upon which the 
common prosperity of them all 
essentially depends. 
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MARKETS. 


Average Prices of CORN through- 
v out England, for the week end- 
ing M ay 20. 


Per- Quarter, 


. 9 . d. 

"Wheat . . 57 4 
Eariey . . 28 7 
Gats.. . .24 0 


Rye . .. 
‘Beans . . 
Pease,... 


s. d. 
.39 8 
.37 7 
.39 8 


Total Quantity Of Com returned as 
Sold’ in the Maritime Districts, for 
the Week ended May 20. 


Qrs. 

Wheat . . 24,985 
Earley . , 6,235 
Gats . . . 22,141 


Qrs. 

Rye . .... .. 196 

Beans... 2,989 
Pease... 300 


Corn, (Exchange, Mark Lane . 

% 

Quantities and Prices of British 
'Corn, &e. sold and delivered in 
dhis Market^dxtring the weekended 
"Saturday, May 20. 


Qrs. £• 9. d . s. d. 

' Wheat. . 4,528 for 13,689 17 7 Average, 60 5 

.1*469 .. .2^013 6 2,...., 27 4 

Oats.. 7,488 .. 9,810 3 5*...... ...26 2 

Rye.... ea.. 79 a 8.. ...... ,29 n 

means.. 780 . .. . 1,484 12 3. .... .. .. .38 6 

Pease .. 81 .... 147 14 3.....1....36 5 


Friday, May 24.— The arrivals of 
Grain arid .Flour to this morning’s 
market are tolerably good. Wheat 
«bacL a. dull sale, at Monday’s prices; 
^Barisy> Beans, ;and Pease, are un- 
altered. Oats, in consequence of the 
fine showers, had a heavy sale, at 
last quotations. 


Monday, May 29.— -The supplies 
of all sorts of Grain -last weekweie 
moderate, exeept of Oats, which 
were tolerably good, owing to a num- 
ber of vessels arriving from Ireland. 
This morning there are scarcely SU|y 
fresh arrivals of Corn. The Wheat 
trade has ruled heavily throughout 
the day, and the best samples with 
difficulty obtained the terms? of this 
day se’nnight, while other qualities 
must be offered at less prices to make 
sales. 

There is scarcely any Malting 
Barley here, and the prices of such 
are; nominal. Grinding paroels fdliy 
support the rates of last Monday. 
Pease and Beans remain steady.— 
There has been a heavy trade for 
Oats to-day, in anticipation of the 
foreign parcels coming into the 
market this week, and although the 
prices are not reported lower, yet 
sales have been effected, with ex- 
treme difficulty. The Flour tradeiis 
unaltered^ 

Price of Bread.— The price of ithe 
4lb.* Loaf i3 stated at by tfife 
full-priced Bakers. 

Price on board Sfiip asiunder. 
Flour, per sack 1 . . . . .50*. — 65 s. 

Seconds .42*. — 45*. 

- — North Country ».40i. — 43s. 


COAL MAKKET/May 26. 

Ships at Market. Ships sold. Pi tee. 

40$ Newcastle. . 20* 26s. Gd. to 35s. (fcf. ' 
•17 Sunderland.. 11 32s, Orf. —MiM. 
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Account of Wheat, &c. arrived in 
the Port of London, from May 22 
toMay27,both inclusive. 

Wheat.. 

Barley .. 

Wfcft. : . .. 

' Oats .... 

Beans . . . 

Tlottr..;. 

Rye .... 

Bease . . . 

Foreign. — Wheat, 1,025; Oats, 
11,339 and Beans 50 quarters. 


; Monday, May 2<fc — The arrivals 
' from Ireland last week were 109 
firkins of Butter, and 2,366 bales of 
Bacon, and from Foreign Ports, 
5,705 casks of Butter^ 


Qra. 

On. 

4,930 

Tares .... 713 

1,2S3 

Linseed . . 1,365 

6,766 

Rapeseed . — 

17,956 

Brank . . — 

, 1,086 

Mustard.. » — 

. 7,609' 

Flax .... — 

— 

Hemp ... — 

. 128 

Seeds ... — 


In some' grounds, we hear, the fly 
has been found, but we do not con- 
sider it by any means general, and 
the bines look particularly healthy 
and well. 

Worcester, May 24*— In our mar- 
ket on Saturday 206 pockets were 
weighed. Prices have declined From 
5s. to 10*. per cwt. in consequence 
of the favourable accounts from the 
Plantation, the late warm weather 
having much improved the appear- 
ance of the plant; which is growing 
fast. 


Smithfield, Monday, May 29. 
Per Stone of 8 founds {alive), . 

8. d. s . d. 


HOPS. 

Price per Cwt. in the Borough: 

Monday, May 29.— The accounts 
both from Kent* and Sussex confirm 
our former statements,4htt flies are 
rapidly increasing, as well as in 
Worcester and Herefordshire, where 
both lice and hits are in a forward 
state; the binea grow rapidly. At 
the present critical time prices are 
nominal, but few sellers; a few 
warm days will cause a .more de- 
cided appearance. 


Beef 4 0 to 5 0 

Mutton ... 3 10 — 4 6 
Veal . . , . y 6 0 — 5 6 
. . . . Pork , , . . 4 8—5 4 
. - Lamb .... 5 4 — 6 2 
Beasts . . 8,080 I Sheep . . 19,930 
Calves 200 | Pigs ... 160 

News ate, (same day.) 

Per- Stone of 8 pounds {dead), 

*. d. s . d . 

j Beef 3 4 to 4 4 

Mutton ... 3 4 — 4 2 

Veail 3 8 — 5 8 

Pdrk 3 8 — 5 6 

Lamb... *4 0 — 5 8 


Leadeksael^ ( saute day.) 


Maidstone, May 25. — The fine 
weathenthis last week has made a 
great improvement in the HopiPkn- 
tations* and their present appear-* 
anceis so very promising that the 
duty is advanced here consideratdy> 


Per Stone of 8 pounds {dead), 

s. <L s . d. 

Beef . *.... ..3 -4 to 4 2 

Mutton . . . 8 3 — 4 2 

VeaL . .. . . 8 & -r* 5 4 
Pork ..... 4 0 .-^7 5 4 
Lamb ....40 — 6 o 
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Markets, 


COUNTRY CATTLE and MEAT MARKETS, &c. 

'Norwich Castle Meadow , May 27. — Our supply of fat Cattle to this day's 
market was exceedingly limited, and all of them were very soon disposed 
of ; prices 7 si to 7s. 6d. per stone of 14lbs. sinking offal. The supply of 
Store Stock was very large; Scots sold from 4$. to 4s. 6d. per stone when 
fat, but the sale continues very slow ; Short Horns Ss. 6d . to 4s. : Cows 
and Calves are a flat sale, and lower in prices ; Homebreds, of all sorts, 
Are much lower. 

Homcastle, May 27. — Beef, 7s. to 7s. 6d . per stone of 14 lbs. ; Mutton, 
6d. to 7 d.; Iamb, 9 d . ; and Veal, 7 d. to 8 d. per lb. 

Manchester , May 24. — The number of fat Cattle tQ our market continues 
small, and was taken off at prices fully equal to last. ' Sheep were more 
plentiful, and the supply rather more than the demand could take off. In 
consequence of the scarcity of grass, Lambs were both short in number 
and inferior in quality, at an advance in price. 

At Morpeth Market, on the 24th inst. there was a good shew of Cattle, 
Sheep, and Lambs : there being a good demand, fat met ready sale; in- 
ferior stood long, and part were not sold. — Beef, from 5s. 9 d. to 6s. 6d.; 
Mutton, 7s. to 8s. ; and Lamb, 8s. 6d. to 9s. 6d. per stone, sinking offal. 


AVERAGE PRICE OF CORN, sold in the Maritime Counties of 
England and Wales, for the Week ended May 20, 1826. 



Wheat. 

Barley. 

Oats. 


S. 

d. 

s. 

d. 

s. 

d. 

London*.. , > 

60 

0., 

...28 

0.. 

..25 

7 

Essex 

60 TO. 

...29 

9.. 

..25 10 

Kent 

59 

9. 

...30 

3.. 

.,25 

5 

Sussex 1 . . 

....56 

9.. 

...31 

5.. 

.23 

10 

Suffolk 

55 

0. 

...28 

6.. 

. .25 10 

Cambridgeshire 

....55 

6. 

...27 

0.. 

..20 

8 

Norfolk 

....53 

10., 

...25 

9.. 

..26 

8 

Lincolnshire 

....54 

0.. 

..26 

0.. 

..19 

3 

Yorkshire 

53 

10. 

...25 

9.. 

..20 

0 

Durham 

55 

3. 

... 0 

0.,. 

..27 

0 

Northumberland . . . , 

52 

3. 

...32 

0.. 

..23 

4 

Cumberland ........ 

61 

6. 

...30 

2.. 

..22 

8 

Westmoreland 

64 

5. 

...38 

• 0 .. 

..24 

9 

Lancashire 


8. 

... 0 

0 .. 

..24 

8 

Cheshire 

62 

5. 

... 0 

0 .. 

..26 

4 

Gloucestershire 

58 

7. 

...34 

3.. 

..24 

0 

Somersetshire 

67 

8. 

...31 

7.. 

..23 

1 

Monmouthshire 

60 

9. 

...36 

6.. 

..25 

8 

Devonshire 


0 . 

...30 

4.. 

..22 

0 

Cornwall 

63 

7. 

...39 

8.. 

..24 11 

Dorsetshire 


8. 

...20 

10.. 

..25 

2 

Hampshire.. 

54 

11. 

...29 

10.. 

...23 

2 

North Wales 


8. 

...34 

1 ., 

...21 

4 

South Wales 


6. 

...28 

0 .. 

..19 

3 


* The London Average is always that of the Week preceding. 
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ME. COBBETT’S 
SPEECHES AT PRESTON, 

'[From the Morning Herald , June 3.] 

■ Preston, June 1. 

The hopes or apprehensions en- 
tertained of a fourth being added 
to the number of candidates for 
this borough, are now at an end. 
The absence of a “ Tory” candi- 
date, as it is called, will have a 
considerable effect in the event of 
the election, for the Catholics 
may now exercise the franchise 
by connivance, a Tory candidate 
being the only person that could 
have an interest in excluding their 
votes. It is the most singular 
thing in the world, to the appre- 
hensions of many here, how it is 
that the foremost of the volunteers 


who were provoking Mr. Horroeks 
to a contest on this occasion is a 
Catholic gentleman of the profes- 
sion of the law. However, Mr. 
Horroeks does not stand, and the 
battle is to be between Mr. Cob- 
bett and Mr. Wood. The latter 
is now here assisted in his plans 
by Dr. Crompton, of Liverpool, 
worthy of being remembered as 
one of the favourite subjects of 
Mr. Canning's entertaining dis- 
sections on the hustings at Liver- 
pool. Mr. Cobbett commenced 
yesterday a laborious canvass, 
and intends to keep it up with ac- 
tivity. 

About eight o’clock a multi- 
tude about equal to that of any 
former evening, quite as orderly, 
and as much determined to hear 
quietly, presented themselves be- 
X 
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fore the window of the Castle Inn, 
when 

Mr. Cobbbtt addressed them 
as follows : — “ Gentlemen, very 
few circumstances in my life baye 
given me more pleasure than those 
circumstances which attended my 
entrance into this town last Mon- 
day. But, Gentlemen, sorry am 
I to hear that there have taken 
place, connected with that en- 
trance, certain circumstances that 
are well calculated to give all 
men pain, and particularly to give 
me pain, who am unfortunately, 
but very innocently the cause of 
the trespasses being committed by 
those thoughtless boys. Before 
'we proceed to the immediate sub- 
ject on which I intend to address 
you this evening, allow me to say 
a word or two respecting those 
trespasses, which, I understand, 
have given offence to some gen- 
tlemen. It is very far, indeed, 
from me to give encouragement 
to encroachment on the property 
of any man. The rich man has 
ft right to have his property 
protected as well as the poor 
man to have the fruits of his 
Industry protected. To secure to 
both the quiet enjoyment of that 
Which is lawfully in their posses- 
sion, has been the object' of my 
writings during my life. I cannot 
justify the conduct of those boys. 


I do not want to justify that con- 
duct. But I only hope that those 
gentlemen who have been offend- 
ed on this occasion, will please to 
remember two thingsr— and that 
remembering them, they will al- 
low such an impression to be 
made on their minds as will induce 
them to be lenient to those boys. 
The first thing, Gentlemen (I 
mean you in particular, fathers 
and mothers, who hear me) is, 
that we were most of us once 
boys ourselves, and recollect that 
when we were boys we were not 
too discreet; we never consulted 
the law — indeed, we did not, and 
could not understand the law. The 
next thing to remember is, that 
Monday was the 29th of May— a 
day which from time immemorial 
— from a time far beyond that 
which any of us can remember — 
in short, from the time when the 
restoration of Charles II. to the 
throne of England took places 
was observed, not only as a ho* 
liday by the Church, not only a s 
a day proper to be set apart for 
prayer and thanksgiving, but it 
has been the practice — a prac- 
tice especially encouraged by aU 
the rich and all die loyal parts of 
the community, for people to put 
boughs of oak into their hats, to 
exhibit those boughs, to shew 
them about — and it was done"on 
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this account, because that King 
Charles* in his younger days, 
after bis family bad been banished 
from the country, beidng pursue 
by his enemies, was protected by 
die oak. Those branches of the 
oak sheltered him from rebellious 
l^ands hands that are so . ob- 
noxious to loyal hearts. There- 
fore, us those gentlemen who have 
been offended* and so justly of- 
fended by the acts of those boys, 
.are I dare, say loyal, l trust that 
they will also be merciful, and 
recollect that it has been plwnys 
the policy of the rich and the 
loyal to encourage boys — for boys 
have been at all times the fore- 
most at every thing of that sort, 
< to gather boughs of oak on this 
•day,, and when not of oak, boughs 
of any other description. Now, 
.Gentlemen, I am not one that is 
^likely to think slightly of tres- 
passes committed on trees. Hav- 
<itag a tree grow up for one, is 
like having a child born, and one 
'is almost as fond of the tree as be 
is of the child, as I know by ex- 
perience ; for I think 1 am. 1 
have raised millions of trees my- 
•selfl I am fonder of the employ- 
ment of planting than l am of any 
•Other employment in the world ; 
bat yet disposed to be angry as 
1 should be — passionate as I 
should be on such cm occasion. 


when I took all circumstances 
into consideration, and particu- 
larly when. I recollected that to 
the loyal motive which they had 
in gathering those boughs, the 
boys added the patriotic motive 
also of assisting in the return to 
Parliament of that roan who could 
best procure for their country the 
recovery of its liberty and its 
happiness — I say, when I consi- 
dered all these things, I do not 
think I should be so angry, or 
visit the delinquents with so se- 
vere a punishment. I trust then 
that sentiments such as I have 
expressed will be entertained by 
the gentlemen who have beeq 
offended — so justly offended. I 
hope that what I have said will 
have no little weight in inducing 
them to act as it has been their 
honour to act generally, but not 
in all instances, when other Mar 
gistrates of Lancashire, and of 
Cheshire, too, were remar kable 
for any thing rather than the 
mildness which characterized 
those of Preston. Preston ! It fe 
called Preston the proud — proud 
Preston ! It has a great number 
of -things to be proud of — the 
beauty of its situation— the beauty 
— 1 don't want to palaver — but 
really the beauty of the women ! 
— (Loud laughter and applause.) 
— Every thing about it — wood, 
X 2 
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water, hill and dale — every thing, 
the exterior all so beautiful ; and 
then the conduct of its people — 
a people who have had now so 
long a time something very near 
Universal Suffrage. Geiitlemen, 
this is a remarkable fact, th,at 
Preston has been singularly happy 
jh being exempted from a great 
r deal of those acts, not of tyranny 
exactly, but something approach- 
ing to it ; from those contests, that 
violence and strife, which have 
afflicted and affrighted the regions 
about it. Preston has been long, 
Hbut particularly from the year 
1817 to the present time, a se- 
, CO nd Goshen — and amidst the 
- violences, the strife of the some- 
thing little short of bloodshed in 
many places, and the real blood- 
shed in other^laces, peace has 
"been enjoyed in this favoured 
v district. Therefore, Gentlemen, 
if for no other reason than this, 
"Preston ought to be proud. I 
trust that nothing will happen on 
this occasion to diminish its claims 
to the character I have assigned 
to it. I hope the tdwn will al- 
ways have reason to be proud. It 
shall be my care, if you do me 
the honour of choosing me for 
your representative, not to do any 
act or suffer any word to escape me ] 
r— not to be guilty of any sin, either 
of omission or commission, after 


my name shall have once become 
connected with the celebrated 
and happy Preston, which shall 
have the effect of diminishing its 
claims to that title which it has so 
long and so justly enjoyed. Gen- 
tlemen, as to the result of my 
canvass this day, I can only say 
that if the rest of the town be in 
the same mind with respect to me 
as that part which I canvassed 
to-day, I should have no occasion 
to canvass any more.— (Cheers, 
and a laugh.) But though it 
should be utterly unnecessary to 
canvass any more — though this 
moment one of the other candi- 
dates should signify his inten- , 
tion of retiring and leaving me to 
get in without any further trouble, 
yet I would, and I will go to 
every single house, and shake 
every man and woman in it, if 
possible, by the hand. As to the 
result then, Gentlemen, I repeat 
that I should have no occasion to 
canvass at all, if the remainder of 
the borough were as favourable to 
me as that through which I can- 
vassed to-day. Something, how- 
ever, presented itself to me in the 
course of that canvass which af- 
fected me very much indeed. 
Several of the electors told me 
they were disqualified from voting. 
And why I Because they had re- 
ceived parish relief. Gentlemen, 
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t is a most affecting and im- 
portant matter for our considera- 
tion ; it opens a wide field of dis- 
cussion, which, if duly treated, 
he closet of day-light would not 
see the end of. The subject, 
however, calls for some few ob- 
servations at this moment. There 
was a time — there was a time, 
and for many centuries did that 
time last, when happy England 
knew not even the name of pau- 
per. It was unknown in this 
country. I trust that you will live, 
most of you, to see that time 
again. Gentlemen, please to at- 
tend to what the law is on this sub- 
ject. The description of this law 
I take from Blackstone, who tells 
you that it is a law founded on the 
principle of civil society. 1 have 
not the book by me, but 1 think I 
can state his very words, for they 
are so impressive that there is no 
difficulty in recollecting them. 
He is treating of the law regard- 
ing life — the protection of life and 
limb. 44 The law of England,” he 
says, 44 is not only attentive to the 
lives of men, to the limbs of men ; 
not only does it take care that an 
Englishman shall not suffer in life 
or member, but it provides that he 
shall not suffer from hunger or 
from want. Every Englishman 
has a right to obtain necessaries, 
to receive a sufficiency to sustain 


life, to have all that is needful to 
his support, and the same law ex- 
tends to his wife and family of 
course, for they are a part of him- 
sel f.” An E nglishman , therefore, 
who is in a situation to require it, 
has the right, and, bear in mind, 
the right to come to the property 
of the rich, and to receive ade- 
quate sustenance out of it. Now 
look at this picture. Having this 
right, if he exercises it, then say 
they, according to the Common 
Law (which I deny, by the by), 
if he receives parish relief, that 
is, if he exercises one right given 
to him by the law, he cannot 
vote, that is to say, he cannot 
enjoy another right given to 
him by the law. So that to- 
day you have the right to vote for 
a Representative in Parliament ; 
but if to-morrow you exercise 
another right, the right of re- 
ceiving parish relief, then the 
right of to-day is gone. — (Loud 
cheering.) Gentlemen,, if thia 
was never put in the same 
way that I now put it to you be- 
fore, so far as 1 know, do ydu 
think, if the question were put in 
this way to Blackstone himself^ 
M ere he to rise from his grave for 
the purpose, and 1 have a great 
respect for his memory — or if it 
was put to the Twelve Judges— 
can a man, because he is in the 
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exercise of one right, be, for that 
reason, robbed of the enjoyment 
of another, that tliey would sa y 
he can ] I am sure not. But how- 
ever this be, the melancholy fact 
is, that there should be any pau- 
pers in England at all. What is 
the cause of it ] I saw a man to- 
day of this class, with his wife 
and six children. If that poor 
man only had all the money which 
he had paid in taxes on tea, 
sugar, beer, and the hundred 
articles of his consumption, he 
would not, depend on it, want 
parish relief, at all events— (a 
laugh) — it would not be necessary 
for him to forfeit the right he has 
to vote at elections. Gentlemen, 
mark this — we send to Hanover 
every year the sum of one hun- 
dred and eleven thousand pounds, 
to pay Hanoverian soldiers — in 
pay and pensions for themselves 
and their wives — and we pay this 
sum now, because these Hano- 
verian soldiers were oyer here 
during the last war. What were 
they here for ] Could not Eng- 
lishmen take care of themselves 1 
Did they want German nurses to 
look after them? — (A. laugh.) 
Oh no. Then, Gentlemen, if you 
had less taxes to pay — if, as was 
once the case, you had hardly 
any taxes to pay — if you had not 
to pay an annual sum like this 


for Hanoverian soldiers,] which, 
for ought I know, will be entailed 
on your grandchildren — then, how 
much better would be your situa- 
tion] — not yours alone, but that f 
of every other class ; the men of 
property, for it is for their interest 
that I would exert myself, as well 
as for that of the poorer class, I 
am not, as I am sometimes ac- 
cused of doing, seeking exclusively 
tor the advantage of the latter 
class. I am no mob- orator, as I 
am called sometimes. I would 
consult the, safety of the man of 
property as I would do it for the 
poor man ; and if I have shown 
more anxiety about the condition 
of the latter, it was upon the 
principle, as the Scotchman says, 
that if you mind the pence and half- 
pence, the shillings and sixpences 
will take care of themselves. — 
(A laugh, and applause.) This 
is the reason why I have been 
more careful of the labouring 
class at all times. Gentlemen, in 
the conclusion of a little book 
which I wrote, the English 
Grammar, a work which some 
people buy occasionally, and 
which I addressed to my third 
son, I used these words: — “ Al- 
ways honour talent wherever you 
can find it, particularly if you find 
it in a poor man — but honour it 
most when exercised in favour of 
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a poor man against a rich op- 
pressor.” Such are the maxims 
which have governed me, and 
which I endeavour to inculcate 
into my children’s minds. I am, 
therefore, more prone to attend 
to the welfare of the labouring 
classes, well knowing that if these 
pence and half-pence are taken 
care of, the shillings and six- 
pences will take care of them- 
selves. There is no principle 
which I have ever put forward 
that does not go to protect all pro- 
perty alike, the property in the 
taxes only excepted — a species of 
property acquired on the princi- 
ple, he catches who catch can, 
and the acquirement which it is 
any man’s duty to resist by all 
the legal means in his power. 
Let us put a case to you. 1 am 
only supposing it, for it has not, 
as you will see, happened yet. 
Suppose now, one of the master 
manufacturers of your town to be 
reduced suddenly in his circum- 
stances, by the late terrible acts 
of the Government — by degrees 
getting worse — his bills disho- 
noured — obliged to break up his 
establishment, sell his property, 
and dispose of his factory at 
about a tenth part of what it cost 
him — suppose him to be in the 
hands of a few malicious credi- 
tors, who seize him, put him in 


prison, make him an insolvent, 
and that in his state of beggary, 
he is obliged to receive relief 
from the parish. What! shall 
that man who has been paying 
poor rates for perhaps threescore' 
years, when the election comes, 
shall he not be entitled to vote, 
because, out of the thousands he 
has paid to the poor rates, he re- 
ceives now some few shillings to 
save himself from starving!— 
(Much cheering.) Gentlemen, this 
is the case of us all. They talk of 
Whigs, Tories, and Radicals, dis- 
tinctions which 1 always disliked. 
We are only two classes altoge^ 
ther — the one class that pays the 
taxes, the other class that eats the 
taxes. I belong myself to the 
former class. I always belonged 
to it. I have been always a tax 
payer, and perhaps, few person* 
have paid their taxes more cheer- 
fully than 1 have; for I had my 
dip, 1 have had my cut at those 
who have been the 'instruments in 
levying them. I have seen those 
that have wept for being com* 
pelled to pay such an amount of 
taxes as they have paid — but I 
always said, do not lie down an* 
der the burden — show your hos- 
tility to the system which causes 
the weight, destroy that by every 
legal means, and you will destroy 
the burden. Gentlemen, I in- 
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tend lo show you at our next time 
of meeting, what, probably a 
great number of you, those at 
least who are young men may 
not know — namely, how the 
Kings of England in former 
times, when England was as 
glorious as she is now, did with- 
out any taxes. I’ll show you 
what her estate was. I’ll show 
you how the property of her 
Kings was taken away, oh the 
pretence that it was for their be- 
nefit, and how it was dribbled 
away Id nothing, and how it lies 
^ over the country at this day — this 
Lord taking a part — a part to 
that Duke — a Noble Earl having 
a shire here — and a big Gentle- 
man taking another shire there — 
and lastly, how large a share of 
it fell into their hands, generally, 
who have the most power in re- 
turning Members to Parliament. 
—-(Laughter and cheers.) This 
detail will amuse you — and you 
will see thence the necessity of 
^having the matter put to rights. 
The people will tell you that the 
taxes have always been in exist- 
ence. It is not so. They have been 
in the world not above thirty years 
— not longer than Pitt’s time 
scarcely. Pitt is the father of 
the taxes. There are some peo- 
ple who think that Pitt is the fa- 
ther of us all. I know he is not 
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my father at all events.— (Laugh- 
ter and cheers.) Thirty years 
ago the taxes were sixteen mil- 
lions a year— they are now fifty- 
seven millions a year. In the- 
reign, the glorious reign of 
Queen Anne, when ' England 
beat France in war — when she 
extended her power in a sur- 
prising degree, five millions a 
year were the amount of the taxes, 
and that too, when the army which 
performed all these achievements 
were to be supported. Now, the 
taxes are fifty- seven millions a 
year — and it is a time of peace.i 
This is so incredible, that if it 
were not capable of being easily 
proved, I would not tell it to you. 
It is my intention to show you 
how this work of taxation and 
poverty has gone on. But, Gen- 
tlemen, much paper and ink have 
been wasted, a great deal of 
preaching, all modes of inculcat- 
ing notions have been exhausted, 
for the purpose of making you be* 
lieve that our country is a mon- 
strous great swaggering thing 
now, to what it was in former 
times. Gentlemen, our vanity — 
the principle of human vanity — 
comes in to assist those fellows 
who make this assertion, for we 
will not be content to acknow*4 
ledge, that our country is not 
so glorious now, as it was six 
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nndred years ago — our vanity 
will not let us allow this. Kut the 
way to act wisely is to listen to 
truth, to discard vanity in our in- 
quiries, and search after truth. 1 
will show you that England is 
much less glorious now than she 
was six hundred years ago. 1 will 
show this by facts so satisfactory 
that nobody can doubt the conclu- 
sion ; facts that will so work upon 
your feelings, as to inspire you 
with the will and determination 
not to die before you see England 
once more the. free and happy 
country she once was. If you do 
me the honour to send me to Par- 
liament, every exertion of mine,— 
and you have seen that I am ca- 
pable of no little exertion, — shall 
be used to restore England to her 
former condition of renown and 
happiness. — (Cheers. ) Gentle- 
men, I' have been amused at what 
I understand some persons have 
been saying since we came here — 
namely, “ If he is in the House 
“ of Commons he will be able to 
“say nothing at all.” — Well, 
then, I must fall down in a fit, to 
be sure. — (A laugh.) Perhaps out 
of the unspeakable respect which 
I bear to that Honourable House, 
so great will be my reverence for 
it, so humbled and abashed shall 
I find myself in its sight, that I 
shall not be able to utter one word. 


Gentlemen, please to recollect, 
that that House passed an Act, 
which they still keep in force, to 
send me (and I firmly believe 
that that Act was made for me 
and me alone) into banishment if 
I uttered (for the second time) 
any thing having a tendency to 
bring it into contempt. Gentlemen, 
that House had existed for seven 
hundred years before it did such 
a thing as that. And what must be 
their opinion of their constituents 1 
What must they think of them- 
selves when they prepared to 
punish with banishment those 
constituents if they ventured to 
laugh at their representatives? 
Gentlemen, the first moment 1 
am in the House, I shall not be 
there for one five minutes, without 
moving that that Act shall be 
burned by the hands of the com- 
mon hangman. — (Great cheers 
and laughter.) They may say 
what they will about my low * 
origin. I began, to be sure, by 
keeping the rooks off the pease ; 

I was born, I may say, in a green 
field: there are some Ministers 
who were born in a green room. 
(Laughter.) I began by keeping 
away rooks, by keeping off these 
robbers from that which they had 
no right to eat. 1 have been all 
my life striving to keep off rob- 
bers from that which they ought 
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not to take. I pledge myself to 
you, at all events, that in that 
House I shall not have a seat for 
one five minutes, without saying 
in that place, that 1 would not sit 
there one moment longer covered 
with the infamy which is brought 
upon it by the existence of a law 
to protect me from the people. If 
I live and you live, you will hear 
of it when I do it. X will give 
notice for the repeal of that Act , 
and that succeeding, I shall move 
that it be burned by the hands 
of the common hangman. — 
—(Great laughter and cheers ) 
Any thing more monstrous than 
such an Act cannot be well Con- 
ceived. Here so conscious are 
they — so conscious were they, I 
should say, for we must not speak 
of the present Parliament — so 
satisfied that they merited the 
contempt of their constituents, 
that they denounced the punish- 
ment of banishment for the ut- 
terance of any thing tending to 
bring their body into contempt. 
What would be thought of any 
gentleman who, riding in the 
streets, and seeing a group of per- 
sons, should say, “ Don’t laugh 
at me, or I’ll send you all to 
banishment? — (A laugh.) What 
would be thought of your Mayor 
—one of the last persons, I be- 
lieve, to do such a thing — what 


would be thought of .him, if, see- 
ing a parcel of boys a?nd girls 
laughing at him, he should trans- 
port them all to Lancaster 1 Gen- 
tlemen, I have only to say, that . 
to-morrow I recommence my can- 
vass. It is a laborious work, bat. 
not more laborious than pleasant, 
not requiring more labour than I ' 
am able to encounter. Gentle- . 
men, if possible, I -will go to your - 
houses, and shake by the hand 
every man and woman of you. I* 
will use all lawful means in-mjr 
I power to obtain a seat in that 
House, where, I think, and. you 
are sure also, that I can be of 
great service to you. It will not 
be in my power to address you 
again before Friday ; but, at the 
same hour on that day, if you 
have leisure, and nothing better 
to do, I will be happy to see yon. 
So good night. — (Great ap- 
plause.) 

The crowd separated in the 
greatest order. 

The opening part of Mr. Cob- 
bett’s speech alludes to a search* 
which has been made for some 
boys who stripped some trees 
in the neighbourhood of their 
branches to decorate the proces- 
sion on Monday last. 
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[From the Morning Herald, June 5.] 
Preston , June 3. 

Mr. Cobbett continues his can- 
vass with unwearied diligence. 
Bis interviews with some of the 
electors, and his dialogues with 
the wives when they happen to be 
at all disposed to be humorous,' 
are amusing in the extreme. Pass- 
ing by a cottage in the outskirts^ 
of the town yesterday, the follow- 
ing invitation attracted the eyes 
of the canvassing party. It was 
pasted on the outside of the 
door : — 

Mr. William Cobbett 
Come entre my cot. 

Three or fore votes 
Will fall to your lot 

They did enter at the sound of 
this agreeable “ sesame,” and 
found therein three substantial 
voters, who gave earnest promises 
of support. Mr. Cobbett speaks 
with the strongest degree of feel- 
ing of the wretched scenes which 
he has witnessed in the course of 
his canvass. He unexpectedly en- 
tered a cottage yesterday, where 
be found a family of five or six 
preparing to make one of the few 
meals of the day on a piece of 
liver scarcely enough for one. 
He immediately threw down half 
a sovereign, and retired amidst 
the blessings of the wretched 


family. “ Ah! Mr. Cobbett,” . 
exclaimed an elector, with a face 
of glee that indicated that he was 
about to make a decided hit in the 
way of a jest, “ I ara going to , 
support you, but you will not take 
it ; you won’t like my name.” , 
“ Not like your name, my friend V> 
you would think yourself 
disgraced by it.” “ Well, what 
Is this name 1 ” — “ William Pitt.” 
It is needless to say that the de- 
claration was followed by a hearty 
laugh, and William Cobbett and 
William Pitt shook hands with the 
greatest cordiality. An Addrem 
from Chorley to the Electors of 
Preston was circulated here. It. 
is to this effect : — 

TO THE ELECTORS OF PRESTON. 

Gentlemen, — We, the unrepre- 
sented part of the Inhabitants of 
Chorley and its Vicinity, beg leave 
to address you on the subject of the 
ensuing Election. 

We have seen you struggling 
against the monstrous Coalition for 
the last twenty years, with admire* 
tion and sympathy ; first under Han- 
son, then under Crompton, and lastly, 
when the monster received its deaths 
blow, under Hunt and William * . 
We congratulate you on this burst- 
ing of your fetters. We congratulate 
you on the grand opportunity you 
now have of sending the only real 
champion of the people , Mr. Cobbett ,* 
into Parliament. 

Gentlemen, — you have no doubt 
heard much of this Great Man : you 
have heard much of his inconsis- 
tency-much of his venality — much 
of his moral turpitude ; but w.e. defy 
any man to point out a. single in* 


Digitized by Google 



663 


664 


Mr. Cobbktt’s Speeches . 


stance, for the last twenty-five years 
of his life, wherein he has deserted 
the cause of the people : we defy any 
man to prove that he ever took a 
bribe : we defy any one to show us a 
single instance in the whole of his 
writings, where he inculcates vice 
and licentiousness. 

When this persecuted man was 
driven out of his country — when he 
was driven into exile to avoid the 
dungeons of Castlereagh and Sidmou^i 
— he did not turn his back on hV 
country; he did not forget that h$f 
had left his friends and his country- 
men manacled and gagged by these' 
Ministers of misrule-. No: he re- 
doubled his efforts to release his 
country from bondage ; to strike its 
deadly foes to the earth, and to re- 
store it to its wonted prosperity. 

Did not he, with unparalleled 
talent and industry, do that, while 
resting on the lap of America, which 
has immortalized his name; done 
honour to his country ; thrown a 
lustre upon letters ; and brought re- 
nown upon the press ? He, by his 
own individual exertions, with his 
sole pen, wrote and conducted two 
weekly Newspapers, at the same 
time, in two different nations, a 
thousand leagues asunder !! ! And 
that he did these things with his 
usual ability, the famous Long Island 
Prophecy bears ample testimony. 

Gentlemen, — You are told that if 
ou put Mr. Cobbeit into Parliament 
e will lose courage — that he will 
be scared by the superior talents of 
the other Members. God knows 
what kind of men may be sent this 
Election; but if we take the last 
Parliament fora sample, we say that 
there is no foundation for this story. 
You are told, too, that if he have the 
courage to do what he promises, the 
Ministers will buy him over. Gen- 
tlemen, we do not know how far the 
Ministers are capable of bribery and 
corruption, but we know that many 
of our countrymen have been sent to 
prison for slighter assertions than 
these against the same personages. 

Gentlemen, — We trust that you 


see through these miserable shifts 
and tricks of his enemies. They 
are solely meant to annoy him, and 
to prevent you from giving him your 
votes at the ensuing Election. We 
beg to assure you, that the eyes of 
the whole country are upon you. 
Upon your conduct at this Election 
depends the future peace and welfare 
of our country. We rest assured 
that you know your duty ; and your 
present conduct tells us you are de- 
termined to do it. 

G -Should Mr. Cobbett be returned 
.for the Borough of Preston, at this 
■ Election, he will enter the House of 
Commons amidst the acclamations 
of the people. Anticipating events, 
Gentlemen, we can judge of your 
feelings on this occasion when you 
can, encircled among your friends, 
hold up your heads and say indivi- 
dually, “ And I, too, was one of 
those persons who, setting aside all 
personal interest and sensual gratifi- 
cations, for the good of my country, 
boldly came forward on the day of 
Election, and gave Mr . Cobbett a 
Plumper / ” 

June 1. 

In the evening Mr. Cobbett 
addressed between five and six 
thousand persons, from the win- 
dows of the Castle Inn, to the 
following effect : — 

Gentlemen —Before I proceed 
to the matter which I have to re- 
quest your attention to this even- 
ing, I beg to communicate to you 
the information which I have re- 
ceived from London, relative to 
this job which we have in hand. 
—(A laugh.) The elettion, I 
suppose, will be about next Mon- 
day week — it will begin then, in 
all probability — how long a time 
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or how little a time it will last, I 
really cannot say. Gentlemen, 
the Parliament — thank God and 
the King — the Parliament was 
put an end to last night, 1 be- 
lieve. It is no more before this 
time, and we are all, thank God, 
under a kingly goYemment for a 
time at all events. Gentlemen, a 
very celebrated Frenchman, 
Rousseau, a very celebrated po- 
litician, speaking of the liberties 
of England, said, that the people 
of England were free for only 
forty days in every seven years 
— that is to say, when the House 
of Commons has no existence. 
Only forty days’ freedom in seven 
years ! And he added — remem- 
ber he added this — the use which 
they make of this forty days of 
freedom proves that they ought 
to be slaves for the rest of the 
time. I am very sorry to say, 
and you know it well, that this 
observation is but too true, gene- 
rally speaking. For, Gentlemen, 
the use which the Electors of 
England generally make of the 
forty days of freedom — the forty 
days of opportunity which they 
have to take care of their rights 
—to send the person whom they 
wish to represent them to Parlia- 
ment-— the use which the Electors 
generally make of that power, 
only proves that they ought to be 


slaves for the rest of the seven 
years. I trust, Gentlemen, that 
you are about to set an example 
of the contrary of this ; I trust 
you will so act as to make me, at 
the end of this election, to invoke 
the shade of Rousseau — to call 
this Frenchman from his grave, 
and say to him, “ I will show yon 
“ a body of British electors who 
“ do not merit the censure which 
“ you have cast upon the whole 
“ — who do not use their forty 
“ days’ liberty as if they merit- 
u ed slavery for seven years.’* 
Gentlemen, I hope your conduct 
will be such as to enable me 
to say this ; and, filled with 
hope, I proceed now to address 
you. 

Gentlemen, when we last part- 
ed I made a sort of promise, 
that when we next should meet I 
would communicate to you sueh 
information as I possessed, rela- 
tive to the mode in which the 
Kings of England formerly kept 
up their regal state, without 
drawing any thing from the taxes] 
Gentlemen, what I have seen in 
the course of my canvass, parti- 
cularly yesterday, induces me to 
choose another topic. There is 
no barm, surely, in my doing so 
— in changing one's mind on such 
an occasion ; there is no great 
harm in such a breach of pro- 
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arise as thls-^at all events* this 
-promise was not as sacred, as 
promises which were not kept, 
and. which were made fry per- 
sons at a time when they did not 
know what they were doing. 

Gentlemen, the topic- 1 mean to 
address yon upon, is pauperism. 
Gentlemen, I have seen such 
scenes of misery, such scenes of 
woe, as I believe never existed 
m the world. I have read, 
indeed, of worse scenes existing 
in Ireland: I have heard talk 
’of worse, — hut I have never seen 
Bo bad before, or any thing, even 
approaching the condition in 
which I yesterday beheld a wo- 
man and her children. Gentle- 
men, this sight has induced me to 
•swerve from my intention of ad- 
dressing you as to the manner in 
which the Kings of England for- 
merly maintained themselves 
without taxes on the people. I 
intend to speak to yon of another 
sort of paupers, which is the a cause 
of that particular sort of pauper- 
ism^ so many examples of which I 
saw to-day. When a man be- 
comes a pauper (a name which 
was formerly unknown in -this 
•happy land) — when a man be- 
comes so situated as to receive 
relief , — a relief, by the bye, 
which be has a right to receive by 
-low, as 1 showed you r on the last 


day of our meeting, he is re- 
proached as a criminal, as an 
outcast, as worthy of no privilege, 
as a man to be trodden under foot, 
as a person to be treated as. they 
please, by those who give hirnthe 
relief. 

Let me now speak of that other 
description of paupers, the pau- 
pers who are relieved out of the 
taxes ; those taxes having been 
collected from the earnings; of 
the labouring people, in a great 
measure out of the necessaries, of 
life, wearing apparel, out of every 
thing they use. During the last 
twenty years, the sum of sixteen 
hundred thousand pounds, — one 
million six hundred thousand 
pounds, have been applied far 
the relief of whom?— the poor 
clergy of the established Church. 
— (A laugh.) Wbw look at; this 
poor clergy ! This sum for : the 
relief of the poor clergy of Eng- 
land! Well, is not this as, much 
relief as parish-relief ?— (A laughs) 
Aye, and it is more shameful too, 
for it is given to gentlemen and 
ladies doing nothing, who breed 
other gentlemen and ladies whodo 
nothing, without any body thinkutg 
of putting a check to them either. 
These are the persons to whom 
the money is given, and it is 
taken from the industrious peo- 
ple. The man .of property too, 
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tfie gentleman, the master manu- 
facturer, the shop-keeper, the 
tradesman, all have a share in 
this contribution. Gentlemen, call 
it what you will; it is relief ; yet, 
if we attempted to reproach these 
persons, to hold up the finger to 
them, and say, there goes a nest of 
paupers, we should be called dis- 
loyal, rebellious. . God knows 
What, and fit to be destroyed by 
horse or foot, or no matter how. 
Gentlemen, 1 wish that this six- 
teen hundred thousand pounds 
were all that were given to this 
description of splendid paupers, 
hut it is not ; and if 1 read their 
names to you, if I reaxl the list of 
all the lords and all the ladies, 
of all the uncles, all the aunts, of 
all the cousins, of all the nieces, 
all the grand-children, all the 
children, all. the . relations, of all 
sorts that belong to this class of 
paupers, I should not have done 
reading them to you before the 
election was finished. 


Gentlemen, with your permis- 
sion, now since there are projects 
o-foot for checking the growth of 
population* for preventing women 
from having children, since there 
are projects a-foot for diminishing 
the demand for parish relief in a 
way that is not decent to be de- 
scribed m such company as* I -see 
before me ; youwi^, I see, alio w me 


to read the names of some of these 
genteel paupers ; you have them 
here pensioned away from the mo- 
ment of their birth, pensioned from 
their birth untH after their mar* 
riage ; lords,, ladies, lords’ daugh- 
ters, &c. &c.; in short, the whole of 
them, peers and peers’ relations 
are heaped together in this book, 
which has been published by order 
of Parliament, and published too 
at our expense, and therefore we 
have a right to use it.— (A laugh.) 
Gentlemen, I will just take a 
group or two for you of these 
splendid paupers. Is it' not a 
greater shame for them to obtain 
relief in this way, although they 
are not reproached, than the poor 
man, who, perhaps, has a nume- 
rous family to support, to obtain 
relief, and is so unjustly the object 
of reproach? Shall we blas- 
pheme so? Shall we turn the 
Seri ptures upside down so ? Shall 
we set all laws at defiance to gra- 
tify an insulting oppressor ? Here 
are the names of a pretty group. 
In the first place : — 

Here Mr. Cobbett took up the 
third Report of the Committee on 
the Public Expenditure of the 
United Kingdom, Pensions, Sine- 
cures, Revenues, &c., ordered to 
be printed June 29, 1808. 

Benedict,. Arnold and Thomas 
Morrison, / J£T trust for Edward 


Digitizec / 


;GoogIe 



Mr. Cobbett’s Speeches. 


672 


4*71 

Stephen Arnold, James Robert- 
son Arnold, and Sophia Matilda 
Arnold — very pretty names these 
— (a laugh) and George Arnold, 
.one hundred pounds each, until 
they are married. — (A laugh.) 
.Then there is Lord Lauderdale, 
and somebody else, in trust for 
Lord Rosslyn’s children, and then 
there is a list of the children with 
their pensions. These pensions 
are paid out of the taxes levied 
upon you — levied on your tea, 
your candles, your soap, on the 
beer you drink, on the hun- 
dred other articles of consump- 
; tion which you use. Then 
there are the M‘Kenzies — 
each of them with one hundred 
and twenty pounds a year — a 
pretty family of children. What 
a multitude of you would this 
-sum keep, according to our way 
of keeping people. Here is 
another pretty group, Robert 
Hallifax and Catharine Halli- 
fax, the widow in trust for Ger- 
trude Hallifax, Charlotte Halli- 
fax, Marianne Hallifax, Caroline 
Hallifax, Catherine Hallifax, and 
Elizabeth Hallifax. — (Laughter.) 
A whole family of paupers ! 
Then there is Lord Sydney, and 
the- Rev. T. Sydney, in trust for 
somebody 5 in short, the book is 
so full oi these people I wish I 
could give a copy of it to each of 


you, for I am sure you ought to 
have it. You have heard of that 
swaggering blade the Marquis of 
Anglesea, a very proud lord— a 
man of noble descent, though I 
believe some of his ancestors 
were pages in the time of Henry 
VIII.— but that is* no matter. 
You remember he made a dread- 
ful denunciation about the. Irish 
last year — a' very gallant aqd 
proud lord. This lord had got a 
sister, and she enjoyed a pension 
of three hundred a year since the 
year 1801; after that, however, 
she had to be married, and she 
wanted a little more, and accord* 
ingly a little more was added to 
the pension. But, Gentlemen,, 
all this is out of our money, that 
is the worst of it. — (A laugh.) 
Can there be any reason in such a 
system as this? We are told. 
Gentlemen, that a kingly govern- 
ment cannot be sustained, without 
that Government taking away the 
earnings of the poor man, the 
profits of the shopkeeper, the 
manufacturer, and the merchant ; 
and the rent of the estated gen* 
tleman ; and distributing them 
amongst their own dependants. 
Unless this is done, they say, a 
ktogty government is not to be 
supported. In my mind, that is 
but a poor compliment to kingly 
governments ; it is the loyal men 
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who say this. I, who am called 
a jacobin, a radical, and the devil 
knows what — I say it may be sus- 
tained without any tricks of the 
sort — that it has been sustained 
without them tor nearly a thousand 
years. — that it was without them 
when England was greater, more 
glorious, more happy, than she is 
now. When she was a most 
powerful country — renowned for 
good living — for all sorts of vir- 
tues — when valour and hospi- 
tality were the least of her virtues ; 
when she Was honest and valiant, 
virtuous, and every thing good : 
and yet for one thousand years, 
while that Was her character, not 
one farthing was ever raised in 
taxes, to be laid out in the manner 
I have described to you. It is 
we, then, who are the loyal men, 
who would deliver the country 
from this unjust charge, from this 
unjust distribution, from this fa- 
mily account of Sir Robert Peel, 
wherein one part of the family 
takes all the victuals, and nothing 
remains for the rest. But, Gen- 
tlertien, it is a gross misrepresen- 
tation, and highly injurious to 
kingly government, to say that the 
existence of the evils under which 
we smart, of the mischief which 
produces all sorts of misfortunes, 
which takes away our earnings, 
and snatches away the dinner 


from off the table ; it is, I say, a 
gross misrepresentation to attri- 
bute the fault of this to kingly 
government. It reminds me of 
the story in the Bible, with which 
you are well acquainted ; I mean 
the Apocryphal story of Bel and 
the Dragon. This idol is there 
represented to have been in the 
habit of swallowing, daily, a great 
quantity of victuals. The Priests 
declared him to have a most vora- 
cious appetite. Baskets of food 
were placed before the god every 
day. What has become of them ? 
cried the people. He has eaten 
them all up since last you were 
here, exclaimed the priests ; and 
more was brought. At last some 
amongst them, more cunning than 
the rest, resolved to see if Bel 
was as great a devourer as they 
said he was. Unseen by the 
priests, they strewed ashes, or 
something else, I forget what it 
was ; and soon after found the 
traces of the footsteps of the wives 
of the priests, who came to take 
away the provisions which they 
said poor Bel had devoured. — 
(Laughter.) In the same manner 
the King is treated. A round mil* 
lion they score down to hiim 
Ask them how that million is 
spent. If you hear the truth, 
you will find, that a great part, if 
not nearly the whole, is shared 
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amongst themselves, 
material for you to know ; and, if 
there was a reformed representa- 
tion, to which a certain gentleman, 
in this place* seems to take such a 
dislike, this would not be. Do you 
think that if the Members of Par- 
liament, generally, were chosen 
fey the people as freely as you 
choose your Members here, that 
the taxes would be given away in 
the manner I have described ? No, ; 
the people would . take care to 
ehoose men who would take an 
opposite course of distribution ; 
who, in shorty would take- the ne- 
cessary steps to put an end to 
those splendid paupers. Gentle- 
men, this is the thing to keep to. 
Unless a reform takes place in 
Parliament ; unless the men* who 
are to voteaway the public money 
are freely chosen by you, they 
will, give it in the way I have de- 
scribed ; but if they are sent there 
by their relations, and immediate 
friends, is it not natural, that when 
they have the opportunity, they 
will give away that money to those 
relations atul friends] In the 
mean time something may be 
done ; some little to check the pro- 
gress of this expense ; something 
is immediately called for. Does 
it not astonish you that nothing 
has been done ; nothing stated,- no 
resolutions passed, no declara- 


tions made up . to . this time! 
Is it net very singular that 
it should be reserved for use 
to state all this; to propose a 
remedy for all this % Are you not 
astonished? Perhaps it may be 
stated— I may he asserting that 
which is not true? But 1 am 
speaking in the presence of you 
all? what I say will be printed 
in London in a few days* from 
this, in a better shape, perhaps, 
than I now speak it to you.— Ami 
here, by way of episode, let me* 
remark to you, that I have seen, 
in a Paris paper which has been 
just put into my hands, translated 
into theFrenchlanguagejaspeech 
which I made since I came herev 
a speech which Ldelivered to you* 
the Electors of Preston,* from this 
place. So that, . Gentlemen*, what 
I say, being, in print, as it will be* 
if I stated that which; is no£ 
true, I should be tom to atoms* 
at least, by the p ress. It 
is not likely, Gentlemen, I 
would expose myself to this; ha- 
zard. It is, Gentlemen, then,, 
you will see somewhat surprising 
that these facts have not before 
appeared in print-— that they have 
not been brought before Parlia* 
menfc— that they have Jiot been 
made a subject of resolutions arid 
bills. But, Gentlemen, if all the 
people were to hear these facte 
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stated before them— if they were 
to be embodied in the shape of 
resolutions and acts— if they were 
to be brought forward irt the nu- 
merous ways in which a skilful 
man can put them — if this were 
done, it woold be impossible that 
the enormous abuses which I have 
described should continue. Let 
me, then, appeal to yoa. Elec- 
tors of Preston, you have it in 
your power to cause that state- 
ment to be made — you have it in 
your power to choose that skilful 
man, who will promulgate these 
facts in such a manner, that they 
will reach every’ soul in the king- 
dom. Gentlemen, you will act in 
such a manner as to enable me to 
give the lie to the Frenchman, 
and to wipe away that stain on 
the character of the English, when 
he said that they used the liberty 
erf forty days in such a manner as 
proved they ought to be slaves the 
rest of the seven years. 

To-morrow evening I shall 
have an opportunity of address- 
ing you upon the subject which I 
promised should have been the 
theme of* this evening. I shall 
pursue the canvass with alf dili- 
gence— -as I should db if I had 
the least doubt of success. I feel, 
however, as conscious that I shall 
succeed as 1 dan be of anything 
in this world.— 1 shall, as it is 


man, particularly every po6r 
man, to shake him and his wife 
by the hand — to pledge myself to 
him to do every thing iri my 
power to deliver him from his 
present misery, wretchedness, 
and want — want, brought about 
by no fault of his, but resulting 
Irom the system pursued by the 
Government. Only think of the 
situation of the poor man — a 
weaver, suppose him to have full 
work, earns about 351. or 3W. 
a-year. — 201. of that go in taxes, 
as I am ready to prove. I say 
this in the presence of 10,000 df 
you. I say it also in the pre- 
sence of many who will be able 
to detect me if I speak a false- 
hood. I repeat that out of the 
301. he earns, the weaver pays 
201. in taxes. Supposing this 
weaver to have been at work 3*0 
years — 20 times 30, here are 
6001. from the weaver in 30 yearfr. 
If he had this sum in his pocket, 
and if it was not enjoyed by the 
splendid paupers, bow well- off 
would the poor weaver be in case 
of sickness, or slackness of work. 
Gentlemen, it is right, it is fail-, 
that yon should enjoy the fruits of 
your labour. You should be re- 
stored to that condition in which 
yon should havd to yourselves the 
produce of your own ^industry, 
Y 2 
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instead of its being wasted in 
gilded chariots and diamond-co- 
vered dresses for the splendid 
paupers who devour the substance 
of the land. 

The vast concourse having 
given three cheers, retired in the 
most orderly manner. 


I From the Morning Herald, June 7th.'] 
Preston , 5th June. 

The writs for the Election have 
been received, and the polling 
will, in all probability, commence 
oh Saturday or Monday at far- 
thest. 

At the usual hour and place 
Mr. Cobbett addressed an im- 
mense crowd to the following 
effect: — Gentlemen, I am very 
much afraid that nothing I shall 
be able to say Ur you will bef a 
sufficient compensation to you for 
the trouble you are so good as to 
take to listen to what 1 have to 
say. But there are some facts 
relating to the mode in which for- 
merly the Government was carried 
on, without those loads of taxes, 
the occasion of all the distress, 
which facts, as I have on a former 
night promised to do, I Will now 
state. A notion appears to pre- 
vail pretty much, that England 
was always the miserable taxed 
country she now is. Nothing can 
be more erroneous— you have all 
read about, you have all heard 
songs about, you hav’e all listened 
to tunes about the Roast Beef of 
Old England. Precious little of 
that roast beef, I promise you, 
have I seen in the houses of those 
ingenious, industrious persons 
whom I have canvassed within 
these three or four days in Pres- 
ton. Foreigners believe and say 


that all the English eat roast beef 
and plum-pudding. — (A laugh.) 
Our forefathers had both, and in 
great abundance too. And this 
is one reason why we should not 
be conceited of ourselves — why 
we should not let our vanity, our 
human frailty so get the better of 
us, as to make us believe that we 
are so much wiser, so much more 
clever than our old-fashioned fore- 
fathers. They did not, at aH 
events, suffer the Government of 
their day to take away the dinner 
from their table — they did not 
permit this — whatever were the 
follies that could be laid to their 
charge, and they were not without 
some follies; they took special care 
that whatever sort of Government 
they had over them, however the 
Parliament was composed, whe- 
ther of Bishops, or Peers, or 
Commons, or all ; whether they 
had no Parliament, or whether 
they had no King, they took good 
care of this, that the Government, 
however constituted, should not 
take from them their good living. 
— (Cheers, and laughter.) Hence 
England was a country always 
renowned for good living; all 
those old sayings about roast beef 
and plum pudding — about Eng- 
lish hospitality, must have arisen 
from something; they could not 
have proceeded from nothing; 
those sayings were too general 
to have come from nothing, from 
a nonentity. There must have 
been therefore roast beef and 
plum pudding, not confined to 
the tables of the great and the 
rich, but common to everybody ; 
all the people must have been 
in the habit of tasting it — they 
must have practised hospitality, 
and the poor must have received 
it commonly at the houses of the 
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rich. When’ I was a boy things 
were very different, compared with 
what they are at this day. 1 can 
remember very well when hospi- 
tality was shown at the houses of 
the Noblemen, Bishops, Deans, 
dignitaries, and estated men. 1 
can remember this. Gentlemen, 
Jet me advert to the cause of this 
great change. You are told to 
believe, and it is the interest as it 
is the constant endeavour of these 
taxing rulers of yours to make you 
believe, that England was always 
— was from time immemorial the 
taxed country she now is; that 
the people always paid a mon- 
strous deal of taxes to the Go- 
vernment. This is a very gross 
falsehood, as gross as ever was 
endeavoured to be instilled into 
the minds of any people. The 
truth is, that until two centu- 
ries ago England knew com pa* 
ratively nothing at all of taxes; 
the people had none to pay. 
“What!” you will ask, “no 
“ taxes ! why, what paid the sinc- 
4t cures, the pensions — what main- 
u tained a standing army ? What 
‘ f kept up the barracks 1 What 
“ paid the bands of pensioners V’ 
The answer to these questions is 
this. There were no such things 
in those days; no sinecures; no 
pensioners ; no barracks ; no 
standing armies. — (Mr. Cobbett 
might have been forgiven if he 
had added “ no stage coaches 
for at this moment the Lancaster 
coach was wantonly driven through 
the crowd; who instead of retort- 
ing the insult, peacefully opened 
a passage, and let the intruder in.) 
Gentlemen, I say that all these 
things were unknown to England 
in former days, they are all of 
modern date. , Blackstone, in his 
Commentaries, a book, mind you, 


that was made by a Judge on the 
Bench ; a book, indeed, contain- 
ing only the laws themselves, a 
book that is constantly referred to 
by lawyers, says expressly that 
the laws of England knew no such 
thing as a standing soldier in time 
of peace — knew no such thing-as 
a barrack — no such thing as an 
internal fortress ; all these things, 
he say 8, are inimical to liberty: 
they do very well for despotic 
countries, but they are unknown- 
to England. And this Judge wrote 
only so little a time ago as the be- 
ginning of the reign of his late 
Majesty. How is it that this 
great, this terrible change has 
been brought about? None of 
these expenses had to be defrayed, 
therefore no money was asked for 
to defray them — no taxes were 
levied for that purpose — and as to 
the national debts, they are quite 
of modern date, though we are 
told very differently by Wm. Pitt 
and his associates, but there was 
no debt, at least none to signify, 
before his time. The kings for- 
merly had their own estates, their 
landed estates like the noblemen 
and great men, and with the pro- 
duce of these estates they kept 
their Judges, their Ambassadors, 
their gentlemen in attendance, 
their Master of the Robes, Master 
of the Horse, in short, all the 
officers of State, in the same way 
as a nobleman now keeps his 
coachman, bis butler, and other 
servants. That was the state of 
England in former time : she 
knew nothing of taxes. When 
the king wanted money to be 
raised by taxes to carry on his 
foreign wars, to give dower to a 
daughter, or to dispose of it for 
any other usual purpose, he called 
a Parliament, and asked them to 
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give him so ftracb. The Parlia- 
ment sometimes granted him mo- 
ney, and sometimes, remember, 
sometimes they refused to grant it. 
But when they did lay on taxes, 
it was on the estates of the noble- 
men, not on the beer, the malt, 
the sugar, the tea of that lady be- 
low me, not on the things which 
were consumed by the people. All 
was charged on the nobles, and, 
therefore, it was that those noble- 
men had the chief hand in former 
times in sending Members to Par- 
liament; and a very good right 
they had to appoint the persons 
who granted away the money, for 
what needed the people to have 
cared what the Parliament did 
with the money, so long as they 
had nothing to do with their, mo- 
ney ?— (A laugh and cheers. )Now, 
Gentlemen, with respect to this 
estate of His Majesty. There is 
still a king of England, regularly 
descending from his ancestors — 
and you will very naturally say to 
me, What has become of the es- 
tate ? why has he not the estate 
now? 1’il tell you, Gentlemen. 
Certain noblemen and other 
courtiers were cunning enough to 
get it away from him, now a piece 
from heie, then a piece from 
there, a mine here, for the King 
liad those estates over all the 
counties — they were very large, 
quite enough to maintain all the 
expenses of a kingly establishr 
raent. But the nobles took it 
away by degrees, getting the Par- 
liament to give it to them not di- 
rectly, hut by leases or grants for 
119 and 100 years, or some other 
sort of terms, so that the King has 
no part of it now at all events. 
Gentlemen, you have all heard of 
ray Lord Lonsdale, the head of the 
Lowlher fatuity, here in Westmor- 


land, the neighbouring county to 
you. 1 could give you one hun- 
dred instances of the way iq which 
the King’s estate was given away, 
but that lor the present I see we 
are likely to be interrupted by 
a part of this standing army in 
time peace — (The interruption 
proceeded from the fife and drum 
of a recruiting party that was 
passing in the neighbourhood, and 
the allusion excited much laugh- 
ter.) J will give you one speci- 
men. In the county of Westmor- 
land there is this family I men- 
tioned to you by the name of Low- 
ther^ at the head of which is Lord 
Lonsdale. I remember the time 
when he was called Sir James Low- 
ther, but he became by degrees, 
first a Baron, then a Viscount, 
then an Earl ; and this Earl Lons- 
dale has, I will not say he has got 
a part, I will not go so far as to 
accuse him of taking a part, but 
he has got a lease of part of the 
King’s estate. — (Much laughing.) 
There is a great deal, let me tell* 
you, in having it in the terms of a 
lease. In short, Gentlemen, this 
Nobleman has got a very consi- 
derable, a very valuable part of 
the estate— very valuable ; there 
are mines on it too. This estate 
of Lord Lonsdale was rented — 
mind, rented, by his predecessor, 
for ninety-nine years (a good long 
course of time), beginning at a 
period which I shall read for you 
presently. This immense estate 
was let tor a mere trifle. It may 
be worth 40, or 50, or 60,0001. a 
year. I do not say it is — ?I do not 
know that it is ; but it may, for 
aught I know, be worth more. 
Yon shall hear what it is let for ; 
and in order to enable you to judge 
better of this whole matter, Til 
state one or two facts more. There 
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igiu London a, very fashionable a residence was sought out for the 
street called Pall-mall, which be- late unfortunate Queen, this house 
longed formerly to the Crown, i was going to be rented of her son- 
should have told you before, that* in-law, the Prince of Coburg. The 
the estAtes of the Crown being rent asked then was 1500/. a year, 
taken away, were given to the The rent which the Duke pays us 
public. The public has thebe- the public, is 35/. a year. Gen- 
nefit of them, His Majesty getting tlemen, there is a specimen for 
in lieu a sweeping sum of money, you of the way in which this estate, 
This estate is, therefore, the pub- the public’s estate, is taken care 
lie’s — our’s now, and Lord Lons- of. i have often said, and 1 could 
dale is our tenant — (A laugh.) prove it, that if that estate was 
I shall now tell you an anecdote, fairly managed, it would be suffi- 
which I know of my own know- cient at this moment to maintain 
ledge, and therefore can vouch an adequate establishment lor His 
for the truth of it. 1 myself rented Majesty; it would enable him to 
a house in this same street, Pall- pay his Judges, Ids Ambassadors, 
^fikall, nearly opposite a place all the O dice rs of State, of whom 
called Carlton House, the house he may have occasion : it would 
where the King resided when he he sufficient to defray every pos- 
was Prince of Wales, and where sible expense for carrying on the 
His Majesty now comes to when in government, exclusive of those of 
London, Well, the rent I paid that capital article, the Navy. The 
to the person who had a lease whole of this estate does not pro- 
of it was 3001. a year. The rent dace a net average rent ; I speak 
which that person paid to the pub- from the accounts made out by the 
lie, to was fifteen pounds, Parliament itself — of more than 
sixteen shillings and two pence 100, or 150,000/. a year, whereas, 
a year.— (Cheers and laughter.) it ought to yield one million and a 
Very well. The Duke of -Buck- half. That is my opinion, as I 
ingham has a house in the same shall make manifest to the Parli- 
street, Pall-mall — a most magni- ament when you shall have done 
ficent palace of a house, and I me the honour of sending me 
should say that it might be very there. Here, then, is a proof of 
moderately let lor a thousand the manner in which their affairs 
pounds a year — his Grace pays are managed for the public — that 
forty-two pounds ami some odd abused, cajoled, and deceived 

C ce a year for this house — (a public. Between 100,000/. and 
jh), adding about twenty 150 000/. a year — (it certainly 
pounds a year, which he pays as never exceeds 180,000/.) — about 
a fine for the granting of the lease. 130,000/. a year on the average, 
There is another house not far to be received from an estate . 
from those I have mentioned, which ought to yield belter than a 
called Marlborough House, and million and a half! Gentlemen, 

I am sure I used always to think you will observe that 1 stale these 
that it belonged to the Dukes of tacts not alone to you, w r ho, when 
Marlborough; hut it does not; it you are dispersed from this place, 
is the public’s— it is our house. — may not be able long to bear them 
(A laugh.) . During the time that in your recollections — but who, at 
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least, will be able to repeat them 
to jour neighbours, or to one ano- 
ther ; it is not to you alone, who, 

I know, cannot state them to the 
world, who cannot circulate them 
in print. But I state them in 
the hearing , of those who are 
sure to write them down — 
who are sure to put them on pa- 
per, to cause them to be put in 
print; they will be sent up to Lon- 
don, and you will see them come 
back to you here in a newspaper, 
in a week or ten days from this. 
You may be sure, therefore, that 
I would not make these statements 
if I did not believe them to be 
irue to the best of my knowledge ; 
and that if 1 do deceive you, it is 
from error, and not from a wish ! 
to deceive. Bear this in mind — 
bear in mind that I make this 
statement to you, knowing that my 
reputation depends on its being 
true, for there are a great many 
persons who would be glad of the 
opportunity to show that that re- 
putation was bad — glad of the 
opportunity, to use a vulgar ex- 
pression, of picking a hole in my 
coat — (A laugh.) Jt is with the 
full knowledge of that circum- 
stance that 1 make this statement 
to you. I make it, pledging my 
reputation lor knowledge, to the 
truth of what I say, namely, that 
the crown estate, or rather the 
public estate, for such in reality 
it is, is worth much hearer two 
millions sterling a year than it is 
the paltry sum which it actually 
yields. — (Cheers.) Gentlemen, to 
manage that subject alone, is 
worth sending a man to Parlia- 
ment for. Let me now read for 
you out of this book the particu- 
lars of that part of the estate of 
Walkingham which has come into 
the hands of the Lowthers. Let 


688 

me beg of you to consider what ; 
are your rights. Let me tell you 
that of that estate, of which the 
Earl of Lonsdale is now the te- 
nant, we are all the owners ; that •- 
that poor weaver I now see under > 
me is as much the part owner of 
it as any Nobleman or Gentleman 
of England is the owner of the 
estates which he lets to his tenants. 
Every man, 1 say, who pays a 
tax — every man who breathes the 
air of England, I say, is as much 
such part oymer as any of the 
persons I mentioned are the own- 
ers of the estaie they let. Gen- 
tlemen, ypu see to describe the 
divers items of this estate in the 
shortest possible compass takes all - 
these leaves, 1 1 1 pages. — [Here 
Mr. Cobbett took up the Report 
of the Commissioners of Woods 
and Forests, dated Jan. 25, 1787.] 
— Gentlemen, 1 find that it consists 
of three-fourths of the barony of 
Kendal ; that is to say, “ two- 
fourth parts thereof called the 
Richmond fee, and one-fourth 
thereof called the Marquis fee; 
and the grant is made free to 
Sir J. Lowther fora term of nine- 
ty-nine years from the 28th 
October 1768, or for the lives of 
the second James Lpwther, the 
Prince of Wales, now his present 
Majesty, and the Bishop of Osna- 
burgh ; who is, as you know, the 
Duke of York — that is, the estate 
is good to Sir James Lowther or his 
successor for 99 years, or for the 
lives of those 1 have named. Sir 
J. Lowther is since dead, but the 
King and the Duke of Yofk are 
alive, and. the estate is to last for 
their lives. Now, Gentlemen, you 
shall hear the rent that is paid for 
these estates. 1 1 used to be 1 Os* a 
year — (A laugh) of late years 
it has been 379/. 8s, 4 id. 
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laugh.) It is for these three far- 
things that I always admired our 
Government so ; they are so exact, 
so scrupulous, that they would 
not for the world omit carrying the 
farthings into the account. — (A 
laugh.) But, Gentlemen, 1 find 
indeed that there was paid on be- 
half of this estate in 1804 a matter 
of 1000/. Such are the terms on 
which is held an estate which I 
understand is worth 40,000/. to 
60,000/. a year. 1 have heard so. 
1 have heard it is worth a great 
deal. Is it not worth while then 
that the people should send some 
man into Parliament who under- 
stands these matters, who has the 
necessary knowledge, who has the 
resolution to bring them before 
the House of Commons, and the 
talent and skill to get attention to 
what he says there, and failing 
there, to induce the people to 
insist upon what is right being 
done 1 ? — (Cheers.) Gentlemen,! 
talked the other night to you of 
the splendid paupers. You will 
scarcely believe me when I tell 
you, I know I shall be accused 
for saying it — but it is a fact that 
we have some of these pensioners 
before they are born, and other 
pensioners after they are dead. — 
(A. laugh.) This is extraordinary, 
it is nevertheless true. Gentle- 
men, the lastwar produced a great 
many comfortable things — things 
that will last all our life, if not 
stifled in time by some rude hand. 
Amongst other things it produced 
what is called the dead-weight — 
that is to say, payment to officers 
who served in the war. The 
United States of America, when 
their officers have done service, 
having been paid for what they 
did during the war, don’t pay them 
anymore. Our Government does 


the contrary of this, they pay their . 
officers after the war is over. It 
gives so much half-pay to the 
officer who is single, and, by the 
by, an officer may become parson 
and have his half pay that is one 
thing that it is ascertained he can 
do, but if he marries, then there 
is a pension to his wife in case of 
his death — and if she be in the 
family way, there is a pension in 
the like event to the child before it . 
is in existence. All this because 
the father once served in the army 
during the war. Here is a premium 
on matrimony ! Who would not 
marry an officer, whether he had 
whiskers or not — (loud laughter)? 
who would not marry one of them, 
even old or young ? It is not 
clear to me, but it would be bet- 
ter for a woman to have the 
old one, for she has the premiums 
when he dies. — (A laugh.) So 
much for the pensioners before 
they are born. Now for the pen- 
sioners that we have after they 
are dead. Before the breaking 
out of that renowned French war 
which left us a debt, created by 
it, of eight hundred millions— be- 
fore the commencement of that 
war, Burke, a Member of the 
House of Commons, one of the 
stuffed-in fellows for rotten bo- 
roughs, wrote a pamphlet urging 
to this war. He had a pension 
settled on him by the Government 
of 30001. a year for his life. Did 
it end with his life ! No faith, it 
was settled on his wife after his 
death, and for being this trumpet 
to the war, not only for their 
lives, but for those of three others 
after his death. One of his late 
Majesty ’8 daughters, the Princess 
Amelia, was one life— she hk 
dead. The Rev. Anchetyle 
Grey, brother to Lord Gr$y, was 
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another— he is* Ibelieve, living ; 
and Lord George Cavendish, I 
think, is thethird-4ieis living. So 
that this terrible pamphlet writer 
has enjoyed this pension during 
bis life, for no doubt the moment 
be got it, he went and sold it for 
a large sum — no doubt he sacked 
the money; but here we have to con- 
tinue to pay it though he has been 
dead near twenty-seven* years. — 
(Great cheers.) Is not this mon- 
strous ?• Incredible as it is — bard 
to be believed as it is, I state it to 
you as a fact. I think they talk 
of the loyal shopkeepers — these 
loyal men in middle life, who are 
opposed to any change. Will 
they stand by and see their mo- 
ney taken from them for such 
purposes ? Can such things as 
these be for the safety and good 
of the country? Is His Majesty 
a bit better off by reason of the 
existence of these things? Oh, 
no ! Shall we see such instances 
of splendid paupers respected 
and regarded in society, without 
being indignant at v the reproaches 
that are cast upon the poor paupers 
on account of inevitable poverty ? 
Those executors of the 30001. a- 
year, who are yet living, may 
live still much longer. Lord j 
* George Cavendish is not older; 
than 1 am — he may live ten years 
— twenty, perhaps thirty years. 
We have paid Ihe executors of 
Burke upwards of 70,0001. al- 
ready — we have paid, I say, this 
base pamphlet writer — .this trum-' 
pet of the war — this mischievous, 
hypocritical politician— we have 
not only paid him and his wife, 
and his executors since his death, 
but we have yet a score to pay, 
perhaps as great, and all fer this 
mischievous pamphlet, which has 
been, as all gentlemen who have 


read much, all literary men, wefti 
know, the cause of that \var— -a 
war which left a harassing debt 
that is ruining merchants and far<- ' 
mers — a war that entailed a load 
of taxes which are pressing down 
the working classes into all the 
miseries— into the lowest state of 
pauperism and degradation — of 
which human nature are suscep- 
tible. — (Cheers.) These are to- 
pics, Gentlemen, whes6 import- 
ance are of immense amount 
You will be surprised at the state- 
ment which 1 make to you— you 
will be surprised to learn that 
such things existed, and that you 
had not heard them before. But 
they have existed — they will con- 
tinue to exist until a remedy is 
applied. I believe, Gentlemen, 
that the nation is now in a state 
that is likely to produce some 
great change. It is impossible, 
in short, to go on without a great 
change. Every rational man 
must see that a change is the 
only thing that can save it from 
mischievous destructive anarchy ; 
for, Gentlemen, a million of 
Englishmen will not tamely lie 
down, be content to starve, with- v 
out making an effort to obtain 
food. Therefore, Gentlemen, I 
say it is the duty of every man, 
who feels that lie has the capacity 
to be of assistance in applying the 
necessary remedy — it is his duty 
to offer himself to the people, in 
order that they may place him in 
that situation where he can give 
that assistance : and is it not 
equally the duty of the people 
when such a man does so offer 
himself, to do all in their power 
towards putting him in that situa- 
tion ? Now, Gentlemen, as to this 
election. In an ordinary case of 
an application of this sort— -it ** 
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i case, of :a man offering himself 
some particular district, and 
ae portion of electors for their 
probation and support. In this 
le it is not an individual that is 
ling upon you and requesting 
it you will do him the honour 
send him to Parliament as your 
jresentative — but it is a very 
ge pkrt of the nation, a very 
ge part indeed, that is wishing 
[1 expressing that wish that this 
ction should terminate in the 
y that they know will be bene- 
al to the country. From one 
1 of the kingdom to the other — 
every district, in every parish, 

: people are looking to the elec- 
s of Preston to see what their 
iduct will be on this occasion — 
? looking to see if they will do 
it which will give the oountry a 
ince of escaping from a conti- 
ance of those difficulties under 
ich she is groaning. I request 
i, Gentlemen, to bear these 
lgs in your recollection— some 
er evening, when we have more 
e and light, I will read for 
i an address which has been 
t me directed to you from Bol- 
, exhorting you to choose me ; 
er addresses will follow from 
ious parts of the country — 
m Yorkshire, Glasgow, Paisley, 
But my answer to all these 
lorlations is— “ The people of 
iston see what is their duty, 

I seeing it are determined to do 
I wish you, Gentlemen, good 
bt. 

The multitude, before separat- 
, gave three cheers. 


Manchester, June 6. 

The Markets here to-day have 
been very dull, and there are but 
few buyers in town. The market 
for cotton, botli raw and in yarn, 
is what is termed fleet, and the 
material in particular, is at lin- 
gering and declining prices. In 
short, there is no demand, the 
buyers holding off in expectation 
of a considerable and speedy re- 
el uction. Stout calicoes are offered 
at 6s., supers from 5s. to 8s., and 
velveteens 30s. welt, at 22d. cash. 
A gentleman from Yorkshire has 
asserted, in ray hearing, that, lor 
the last six months, he has not 
cleared his coach fare. Prints 
are selling at from 35s. to 11s., 
and the printing branch is sup- 
posed to ue doing better than any 
other. Of London and country 
purchasers there are but few in 
town, and those not very eager to 
lay in stocks. We have, how- 
ever, Lawrence of London, Mor- 
gan of Bristol, James of Hull, 
Collingbam of Lincoln, Wilson 
of Birmingham, and Middlemost 
of Shields, and some others, 
whose names i have not yet been 
able to ascertain. 

There is a general persuasion 
here, that Mr. Cobbet will be re- 
turned for Preston. It has been 
stated to-day, from respectable 
authority, that Mr.'Horrocks and 
ilis partners have declared their 
intention of voting for Mr. Cobbett 
and Stanley : and the reason 
which they assign is, that if they 
must have a reformer, they will 
support none but a radical one — 
none but one who is competent to 
discbaige the duties of a repre- 
sentative. 
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MARKETS. 

Avetage Prices of CORN through- 
out England, for the week end- 
ing May 27. 


Per Quarter . 


s. d. 

Wheat . . 5? 4 
Barley . . 28 - 2 
Oats .... 23 5 


Rye . 
Beans 
Pease 


$. d . 
35 0 
ST 6 
37 0 


Total Quantity of Corn returned as 
Sold in the Maritime Districts, for 


the Week ended May 27. 


cits. 

Wheat * . 27,867 
Barley . . 6,023 
Oats . . . 16,663 


Rye .... 
Beans . . . 
Pease . . . 


Qrs. 

398 

1,930 

140 


Corn Exchange, Mark Lane . 
Quantities and Prices of British 
Corn, &c. sold and delivered in 
this Market, during the week ended 


Saturday, May 27. 

Qrs. £. f. d, 8. d. 

Wheat.. 4,508 for 13,924 11 6 Average, 60 6 

Barley.. 1,247 .. 1,827 17 2 ..29 3 

Oats.. 10,741 .. 13,915 16 9 25 10 

Bye.... 102 .. 157 4 6.. .30 9 

JBeans.. 1, 402 .... 2,685 15 « 38 3 

Pease .. 163 .... 309 5 9 37 11 

Friday, June 2.— There have been 


moderate arrivals of all descriptions 
of Grain this week. The primest 
parcels of Wheat alone meet a fair 
demand at Monday's terms ; other 
sorts are very dull, and nearly un- 
saleable. Barley, Beans, and Pease, 
are without alteration. Oats find so 
few .'buyers, that they appear to be 
declining in value. 

Monday, June 5. — The supplies 
of most kinds of Grain last week 


were moderate, and this morning 
the fresh samples of Wheat from 
Essex, Kent, and Suffolk, are not 
considerable, and of Barley, Beans, 
and Pease, the quantity is trifling, 
but of Oats the arrival is tolerably 
good. The letting out the bonded 
Corn has made the Wheat trade 
heavy; that of fine quality obtains 
the terms of this day se’rinight; 
other descriptions are dull and nearly 
unsaleable. 

In Barley there is little doing, at 
last week's prices. Beans and Pease 
are scarce, and sell freely at last quo- 
tations. Fine sweet Oats sell only 
in small quantities, at the terms of, 
last week. All other descriptions 
are a trifle lower, with many parcels 
unsold. There is rather more life 
in the trade for fresh made Flour. 

The entries of the bonded Corn are 
now making at the Custom-house, 
half the quantities may be entered 
between the present time and the 
1st of July, and the other half be- 
tween that period and the 16th of 
August. Whatever portion is not 
entered by that period, will remain 
subject to the old Corn Law. 


Price on host'd Ship as under . 

Flour, per sack ..... .60s. — 55*. 

Seconds 42 s. — 46s. 

North Country ..40$. — 43s. 


COAL MARKET, June 2. 

Ships at Market. Ships sold. Price. 

60 Newcastle. . 33£ 26s. 0i. to 34s. 6d. 
16 Sunderland. . 13 31s.0d. —35 s.9d. 
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June 10 , 1826 . 


Account of Wheat, &c. arrived in 
the Port of London, from May 29 
to June 3, both inclusive. 


Wheat. 
Barley 
Malt... 
Oats .. 
Beans . 
Flour . . 
Rye. . . 
Pease. . 


Qrs. 

Qrs. 

4,155 

Tares .... 302 

. 300 

Linseed.. 410 

5,845 

Rapesced . — 

.14,320 

Brank . . — 

. 828 

Mustard.. — 

. 6,735 

Flax .... — 

”"tl 

Hemp ... — 

. 78 | 

Seeds . . . ~ — 


Foreign.— Wheat, S,S59 ; Barley, 
21 ; and Oats, 18,864 quarters. 


Monday, June 5. — The arrivals 
from Ireland last week were 10 firkins 
of Butter, and 698 bales of Bacon ; 
and from Foreign Ports, 4,574 casks 
of Butter. 


HOPS. 

Price per Cwt. in the Borough : 

Monday, June 5.— The bines ge- 
nerally are growing fast, and the flies 
increasing in some districts. In the 
counties of Worcester and Hereford, 
ten to twenty flies on a leaf are re- 
ported. Prices are stationary. 

Maidstone, June 1.— TheHopbines 
keep growing, and look particularly 
strong and well. There are some 
reports of the fly, but at present we 
do not consider them of much con- 
sequence. 

Worcester , May 31.— On Saturday 
215 pockets were weighed. The 
prices of last week were scarcely 
maintained. The accounts from our 
plantation state, that the fly has in- 


creased in some situations, while in 
others there is very little complaint; 
the plant grows rapidly. The duty 
of the kingdom has gone down from 
140,000/. to 120,000/. 


Smithfield, Monday, June 5. 
Per Stone of 8 pounds ( alive) » 

*• d. s. d. 
Beef ..... 4 0 to 5 * 
Mutton ... 4 0 — 4 8 

Veal 5 0 — 5 6 

Pork 4 8—5 4 

Lamb .... 5 4 — 6 2 

Beasts . . . 1,840 I Sheep . . 18,080 
Calves ... 249 j Pigs ... 150 

Newgate, (same day.) 

P er Stone of 8 pounds ( dead ). 

d. s . d . 

Beef 3 4 to 4 4 

Mutton ... 3 4 — 4 2 

Veal 3 8 — 5 8 

Pork ..... 3 8 — 5 6 
Lamb .... 4 0 — 5 8 

Leadenhall, (same day.) 

Per Stone of % pounds (dead), 

St dt St dm 

Beef . t . . . 3 4 to 4 2 
Mutton ... 3 8 — 4 2 
Veal ..... 3 8 — 5 4 
Pork ..... 4 0 — 5 4 
Lamb .... 3 8 — 5 8 


Price of Bread. — The price of the 
41b. Loaf is stated at 9\d. by the 
full-priced Bakers. 
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POTATOES. 


SpitalfIeids, per Ton. 

Ware... £4 0 to 6 0 

Middlings.... ..0 0—00! 

Chats .2 1ft — O 0 

Common lied. .0 0 — 0 0 

Onions, Os. Od.. — Os. Od. per bush. 

BqRou&H* per Ton. 

Ware 10 ta 5* 10 

Middlings 3 0 — 3 10 

Chat*.... ,...4.2 10 — 0 0 
Cammon lied. .0 0. — - O 0 


HAY and STRAW, p6r Load: 

Smitlifield . — Hay. .. .70s. to 90s. 

Straw.. .34s. to 38*. 
Clover.. 80s. to MOs. 
Sf. James's, — Hay. . 68s. to 105s. 

Straw 30s. to 44^ 
Glovef . .90s; to tlOs; 
Whitechapel.— Hay , . . . .66*- to 92k 
Straw.. .38*. to 42s. 
Clover. .84s. to ll©* 


COUNTRY CORN MARKETS. 

Bv Che Quarter, excepting where otherwise named; from Wednesday to 
J Saturday last, inclusive. 

i Week before*. 


Aylesbury ...... 

Banbury 

Basingstoke .... 

Bridport.. ...... ... 

- Chelmsford.... . . . 

Derby 

Devibes..-. ....... 

Dorchester... .... 

Exeter. 

Eye v. . . . ....... 

Guildford ... . . . . . 

Henley .......... 

Horncastle 

Hunger ford.*.., ... 

Lewes 

Newbury .... .. .. 

Northampton.. .. 

Nottingham .... 

Reading .. ...... 

Stamford..... .... 

Stowmarket .... 

Swansea;. ... . .. 

Truro 

Uxbridge .. 

"Warminster..... . 

Winchester..... .. 

Dalkeith* ...... 

Hadaingtou* .... 


Wheat. | 

Barley, i 

Oats. 

Beam. 1 

S. to S. rfv 1 

s. to s. d. 

s. to s. d. 

s. to 

*• a. 

52 

60 0 

33 

36 0 

28 

30 0 

40 

44 0 1 

54 

59 0 

28 

32 0 

26 

31 0 

40 

44 0 

54 

66 0 

0 

0 0 

22 

27 0 

45 

50 0 

54 

56 0 

30 

0 0 

20 

22 0 

46 

52 0 

52 

68 0 

28 

32 0 

26 

32 0 

32 

36 0 

'58' 

6*4 0 

28 

34 0 

25 

30 0 

42’ 

46 0 

58. 

62 0 

28 

35 0 

26 

32 0 

40 

52 0 

52 

62 0 

25 

20 0 

22 

27 0 

42 

480 

60 * 

64 0 

34 

38 0 

23 

28 0 

28 

32 0 

52. 

56 0 

26 

30 0 

24 

28 0 

36 

0 0 

0 

0 0 

0 

0 0 

0 

0 0 

* 0 

0 0 

63 

72 0 

30 

0 0 

24 

30 0 

40 

46 0 

52 

56 0 

24 

26 0 

20 

23 0 

35 

40 0 

53 

65 0 

; 22 

33 0 

20 

30 0 

40 

54 0 

56 

58 0 

0 

0 0 

23 

25 0 

ft 

0 0 

44 

66 0 

27 

30 0 

23 

32 0 

44 

48 O' 

52 

58 e 

31 

32 0 

24 

25 0 

40 

44 0 

57 

0 0 

29 

0 0 

25 

0 0 

43 

0 0 

56 

75 0 

28 

34 0 

19 

27 0 

44 

5ft 0 

45 

59 0 

29. 

30 0 

23 

25 ft 

33 

38 6 , 

48 

58 0 

24 

30 0 

24 

28 0 

34 

38 0 

64 

0 6 

•28 

0 0 

24 

0 0 

0 

0 0 

67 

0 0 

35 

0 0 

29 

0 0 

0 

ft 0 

0 

0 0 

0 

0 0 

0 

0 0 

0 

0 0 

48 

60 0 

25 

35 0 

22 

26 0 

44 

54 0 

57 

0 0 

28 

0 0 

0 

0 0 

0 

0 0 

27 

32 0, 

19 

23 0 

ir 

21 0 

17 

19 ft 

25 

31 0 

18 

24 O 

15 

21 6 

16 

20 0 


P*Cft 
I. to s. d. 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

39 0 
00 


36 

a 

0 

0 

0 

38 
0 

39 
34 

0 

0 

42 
0 
0 

43 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

iff 

16 


0 0 
00 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 ' 
45 0, 
36 0' 

0ft 
0 0 
0 0‘ 
00 
0 0' 
50 0" 
00 
0 0 
0 0' 
0 0> 
0 0 
or 
00 
18 0 
20 0* 


«hrcuu aua jntiuuiugiuu are given oy i ne boil . — i ne scoicn oou »ui »» 

Bye, Pease, and Beans, is three per cent, more" than 4 bushels. The" boll ei 
Barley and Oats, is about 6 bushels Winchester, or as 6 to 8 compared with tbe 
English quartern 
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Liverpool r May 30. — Since Tuesday last the importations have again 
en pretty extensive, and that of Oats from Ireland somewhat consider- 
le, the demand for which continued steady throughout the week, at 
out the prices last noted, as also for other descriptions of Grain, Flout 
eal, &c. This day’s market was well attended, when foreign Wheat, 
w spon expected to be released from bond, was purchased at a small 
hicliun in value, whilst a few parcels of new Irish Wheats were taken 
ely at an advance of Id. per 70 lbs. The supply of Oats being large, this 
;icle experienced a decline of id. to 1 d. per 4a lbs. The crops of Grass 
d Spring Corn must now be suffering injury for many miles around this, 
m the extreme want of rain nearly throughout the present month, ifi 
J course of which but a few partial showers have fallen. 

Imported into Liverpool from the 23d to 29th May, 1826, inClu- 
e:- Wheat, 3,318; Barley, 81; Oats, 15,318; Rye, 67 ; Malt, 37; and 
ans,. 289 quarters. Flour, 248 sacks, per 280 lbs. Oatmeal, 1,823 packs, 

' 240 lbs. Flour, Europe, 248 barrels. 

juildford, June 3. — Wheat, new, for mealing, 14/. to 18/. 10$. per loatf. 
rlev, sis. to 36$.; Oats, 26$. to 34$. ; Beans, 42$. to 49$.; and PeaseL 
y » 10 50$. per quarter. Tares, 8$. 3d. .per bushel. 

Norwich , June 2. — We had a very large supply of Wheat at market 
lay, more than equal to the demand, lied sold from 48$. to 56$. ; 
me, to 58$.; Barley but little offered for sale, prices 22s to 27 s'; Oats 
. to 28$.; Beans, 36$. to 39$. ; Peas, 37$. to 40*. per quarter ; and Flour* 

• per sack. * 

jlnsjo/, Junes. — The Corn Markets at this place continue extremely 
n "he sales effected are few, at the prices below quoted : — Wheat from 
9d. to 7$. 3d.; Barley, 3$. to 4$. 6d. ; Oats, 2$. 3d to 3 *. 4*d. ; Beans, 
to 5$. 6d. ; and Malt, 4$. 6d. to 7$. lid. per bushel. Imperial. Flour, 
onds, SOs. to 45$. per hag. 

pstvich, June 3. — We had to-day a fair supply of all Corn, and prices 
e much as last week, as follow; — Wheat, 54$. to 61$. ; Barley, 24$. to 
; and Beans, S8$. to 40$. per quarter. 

yakefieldy June 2.— We have again a short supply of Wheat fresh up 
river, but there is a slender attendance of buyers, and the market has 
l very dull at a decline of 1$. per quarter upon all descriptions, and 
T little demand for middling samples, the Millers generally preferring 
'an until that in bond is liberated, half of which is expected to be 
ased to-morrow, and the remainder in July. Beans are without varia- 

* Wheat, Red, 47*. to G Id.; White, 50$. to 64$. per 60lbs. ; Barley, * 
to 28$.; fine, 29$. per quarter; Beans, old, 40$. to 43$.; new, 37$. to 
perOSlbs.; Oafs, Mealing, new, 12|d. to 1 3 \d. per stone; Shelling, 

» 31$. to S3*. ; and Malt, 32$. to 40$. per load. Flour, tine, 45s. to 47$. 
sack of 280lbs. Riapeseed, 14/: to 19/. por last. 
imchester, June 3. — Since Uur last there has been a pretty fair demand 
eading articles in the trade, at our- quotations-of this day Se’mlight; still 
smght of business transacted has been heavy, as purchases have been 
fly confined to necessitous- buyers*. With the exception of Oats, which 
id. per bushel lower, our quotations may be considered nominal. — 
iat, English, 58s. St/, to 68$. Id.; Irish, 53$. 8d. to 65$. Id . ; Foreign, 
to 60s. td . ; Barley, 2 6s* 8<ft to 30$. ; Oats, Irish, 22$. 6d . to 30$. 2d. ; 
e, 44$. to 56*. per quarter, Winchester; Beans, English, 46*. to 48$. ; 
i, 44$. to 46$. per quarter, 63lbs. per bushel ; Malt, 34$. to 43$. per load 
x imperial bushels ; Flour, 38$. to 49$. per bag of 280lbs. ; Oatmeal, 
lish,32$. to 34$. ; Irish, 26s. to S2$. per load of 240 lbs. ; Bran, broad, 
d. to 1$, 3d. per 20 lbs. 
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COUNTRY CATTLE and MEAT MARKETS, &c. 

S'f %£ t±K "fl i.LTs.or. sLk «I> very gr«t. H «d 

^SASlfA= 

6d ^„ 7 cto^ m May d 3 i.-?a\S : Xh w'em in short supply' sold readily 
at Ust week's' prices The sho^ of Sheep, and Lambs being large, caused 
A. m move oft slowly at a little decline in price. 

7 S to 8 S .; and Lamb, 8s. 6 d. to 9tt. 6rf. per stone, smkxng oftal. 

AVERAGE PRICE OF CORN, sold in the Maritime Counties of 
England and Wales, for the Week ended May 27, 1826. 


London* 60 5. 

Essex *60 

Kent 

Sussex. *66 11 

Suffolk 

Cambridgeshire. . , 

Norfolk 52 

Lincolnshire 

Yorkshire 53 

Durham 66 6 

Northumberland 61 4 

Cumberland 61 8. 

Westmoreland 63 1. 

Lancashire 61 9. 

Cheshire 

Gloucestershire. . ; . 
Somersetshire .... 


Cornwall. 63 

Dorsetshire ...... 

Hampshire 

North Wales 

South Wales 57 10 

* The London Average is always that of the Week preceding. 


Wheat. 

Barley. 

Oats. 

Sm 

d. 

3. 

d. 

s.. i 

a. . 

.60 

5.. 

..27 

4.. 

..20 

2 

.60 

0 .. 

..28 

to.. 

..26 

4 

.60 

1.. 

..30 

6.. 

..25 

8 

.56 : 

11.. 

..29 

6.. 

.24 

8 

.55 

10.. 

..28 

9.. 

..27 

1 

.51 

0.. 

..27 

6.. 

..22 

4 

.52 

7.. 

..25 

4.. 

..25 

0 

.55 

2.. 

..25 

9.. 

..21 

6 

,.53 

7.. 

..25 

0.. 

..20 

9 

..66 

6.. 

.. o 

0.. 

..28 

3 

.51 

4.. 

..31 

6.. 

..23 

4 

..61 

8., 

..29 

10.. 

...23 

3 

..63 

1.. 

..37 

0.. 

..24 

1 

..61 

9., 

.. 0 

0., 

...24 

6 

..60 

10., 

..44 

1., 

, . .25 

11 

..58 

8.. 

..32 


..26 

3 

..58 

8. , 

..32 

6., 

, . .21 

5 

..57 

2., 

..38 

8. 

. . . 26 

4 

..61 

0. 

...30 

10. 

...21 

10 

..63 

7. 

. . .31 

10. 

...25 

5 

..55 

10. 

...28 

7. 

. . . 24 

10 

..54 

6. 

...30 

5. 

...23 

a 

..62 

3. 

. . .32 

11. 

...21 

6 

..57 

10. 

.;.28 

6. 

. . . 18 

8 
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COBBETT’S WEEKLY REGISTER. 



TO THE READERS 
OF THE REGISTER. 

London , June 14, 1826. 

The proceedings at Preslon, as 
taken from the Morning Herald, 
will account to Mr. Cobbett’s 
friends for the absence of all ori- 
ginal matter in this week's Regis- 
ter. Mr. Cobbett’s prospects of 
final success, are greater than 
ever, provided his voters have ac- 
cess to the* poll. At all events, it 
is Mr. Cobbetl’s intention to keep 
the poll open to the very last mo- 
ment. 

. Preston , 10/A June . 

In the course of this evening 
Mr. Cobbett issued the following 
paper : — 


TO THE ELECTORS OF PRESTON. 

Castle Inn , Saturday , 10/A June , 1826. 

Gentlemen, 

The state of things is this : — 
Young Horrocks was pressed to 
come forward to join Stanley, 
and thus to revive and keep alive 
in these young ones, that Coali- 
tion which had, for so many 
years, deprived you of your rights. 
But the Horrockses (for some* 
cause or other) would not venture 
on this undertaking, at this time. 

Yet to keep me out, if possible, 
something must be done, some 
man must be found, some scheme 
must be resorted to. Down, there- 
fore, comes a man, who calls him- 
self a Captain , but who is “ a 
resident, commissioner at King- 
“ ston in Upper Canada." Who 
it is that has sent him you may 
easily guess, when you know that 
the London Courier newspaper 
announced him as a candidate 
several days ago. if he were, 
elected, he would set off to Ca- 
nada, and live in splendour upon 
taxes taken out of your earnings.- 
The tew votes that this man 
Z 


Priuicu an cl Pnhlished by William Cobbett, No. 183, Meet street^ 
[ENTERED AT STATIONERS’ HALL.] 
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707 Proceedings 

could get would be nothing, but 
Stanley bus clearly coalesced 
with him . The first .tally that 
-came up for this “ resident com- 
missioner” voted, every man, for 
BARRIE and STANLEY, and 
young Horrocks was one of this 
, tally. The second tally for Bar- 
bie did the same thing j and three 
votes in Stanley’s second tallies 
"were split between him and Barrie. 
The lawyers of these two candi- 
dates assist each other openly ; 
and, in short, it is as clear as 
day-light, that there is a coalition 
between these two candidates. 
Stanley, who cannot deny the 
fact, says that it is the work of 
his committee , and not of him ; 
that is to say, he does the thing 
with his tools , and not with his 
hands . Stanley began by most 
solemnly protesting against put- 
ting the Catholic Oath ; but this 
Barrie comes and puts it; and 
though he does this, Stanley splits 
votes with him ! What shameful 
hypocrisy! And now mark the 
piety of Stanley. He protested 
against putting the oath; hut he 
knew well that his friend, the 
commissioner, would put it ; and, 
Mowing this , he, in his speech 
of Friday, BEGGED AND 
PRAYED OF THE CATHO- 
LICS NOT TO TAKE THE 
OATH ! ! ! I beg you to MARK 
THAT well. Why should this 
young blade be so very anxious 
about the consciences of the Ca- 
tholics ! Could he not have left 
their souls to the care of them- 
selves and their priests! Pray 
watch him here : he scorns to put 
the oath; he calls it an act of 
oppression and cruelty ; but he 
splits votes with et man that does 
cause it to be put ; and then he 
does all that be possibly can do. 
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and almost assumes the office of 
father confessor, in order to pre- 
vent the Catholics from taking 
the oath; that is to say, topreveni 
them from voting ! The fact is 
this, and you know it well, that 
he knew that nearly, if not mite 
all, the Catholics would nave 
voted for me, not many of them 
for him, and none for any body 
else. This is the real motive of 
his conduct. His main object, as 
well as that of the Canada Com- 
missioner and of Wood is to 
keep me out ; But in this they will 
be defeated in spite of every trick 
that they can play. 

Before the Canada Commis- 
sioner came, the scheme appears 
to have been this : — to get Stan- 
ley's votes to split with Wood. 
This was what their canvassers 
were endeavouring to effect for 
several days before the arrival of 
the Canada Commissioner. But 
this could not have been effected; 
and it was clearly seen that, if the 
Catholics were permitted to vote; 
it was clearly seen that* if the op- 
pressive and cruel qath was not 
imposed upon them, I must be 
elected. This was clearly seen 
at Preston. The news spread ail 
round the country. It sopn reach- 
ed London ; and there it was that 
the scheme was hatched for send- 
ing down the Canada Commis- 
sioner, in order that he might put 
the Catholic oath, and thus pre- 
vent me from being elected, as it 
was thought in London. It had 
been represented there, that my 
strength lay wholly in tke Catho - 
lies . This was a very great mis- 
take. I stood one -third above 
Stanley, and three-fourths above 
Wood, even without the Catholics. 
In my canvass hooks I never put 
the Catholics down as votes ; .for 1 
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June 17, 1826. 


was sure that the oath would be 
put; I was- sure that something 
or other, and that every thing 
would be attempted in order to 
keep me out. 1 know that some 
Catholics think one way and some 
another way about this oath ; some 
think that they ought to take jt, 
and some think that they ought 
not ; but, in order not to deceive 
myself, 1 never reckoned upon 
the vote of any Catholic at all; 
for, as 1 said before, though Stan- 
ley and Wood had both pledged 
themselves not to put the oath, I 
was well satisfied that some one 
would be found to put it. it has 
now been put : and the sole ob- 
ject in putting it, has been, as I 
said before, to keep me out . 

1 beg you to bear this in mind, 
and to be upon your guard and 
prepared to defeat this abominable 
Coalition. As things now stand, 
with four new candidates, Stan- 
ley may be pushed on by his 
combination with the Canada 
Commissioner ; but then the 
Canada Commissioner must drop 
back. Wood will have run him- 
self pretty nearly out in four or 
five days ; the Canada Commis- 
sioner will then be cast aside, 1 
dare say : and Stanley will split 
votes with Wood, in the hope of 
effecting the great object which 
all the parties have in view ; 
namely, that of keeping me out ; 
and I am very certain that Wood 
thinks that, if he could assist in ef- 
fecting this purpose, the Ministers 
would give him some fat post, if 
they did not make him a judge. 

I sincerely believe this to be his 
opinion. I do not mind his calling 
himself a Radical. . He may call 
himself what he pleases; but I 
know this, that I offered myself 
for Preston before he did; that 


he knew that very well; and that 
he has now been doing every 
thing in his power to keep me out. 
He has talked about the inviola- 
bility of promises . Young Hor- 
roeks could talk just in the 
same style. In order to get you 
to vote for Stanley and Wood 
young Horrocks said that he 
looked upon the promises made 
to them as being inviolable: but f 
the moment the Canada Commis- 
sioner came, this same young 
Horrocks called upon you to vote 
tor him in spite of all promises ; 
and he set you the example by 
voting in the Canada Commis- 
sioner’s first tally. Wood obtained 
promises from some persons after 
he knew of my intention to offer 
myself; he obtained these pro- 
mises after he knew that 1 bad ac- 
cepted of a requisition ; but he 
took care to keep that circum - 
stance secret from the persons 
who gave the promises. It wa$ 
his duty, as a fair acting man, to 
tell every body that he asked for 
a vote that I was coming. * He 
told this to nobody ; he disguised 
the fact; he obtained the promise 
under a false colour; he knew 
that he could stand no chance, if 
the voters knew that I was conj- 
ing; he, therefore, obtained the 
promise unjustly. He did not 
actually tell a falsehood ; but, he 
knowingly suffered a falsehood to 
be believed ; he suffered the voters 
of Preston to be kept in the dark 
with regard to me ; he tacitly as- 
sisted in deceiving them : he ob- 
tained their promises by a tacit 
deception; and, yet, he has the 
assurance to call it “ unprincipled 
and base” not to adhere to the 
promises so obtained from the 
voters by deception. He talk^ 
indeed, of “false colours l” His 
Z 2 


Digitized by 


Google 



711 


Proceedings at Preston. 


m I? 


have been false colours from the 
beginning. He accuses me of 
breach of pledge made before the 
Mayor. Never did 1 make such 
a pledge. J heard them talk, when 
J was at the council room, about 
men jumping over a bar out of 
one box into another box. J never 
had seen the place of voting. I 
could not know what this jumping 
meant. I observed that men must 
do what they liked about jumping. 
The Mayor showed me that 1 had 
no power to prevent it ; and there- 
fore, I gave no pledge — and I 
could give no pledge upon the 
subject. Men, who have been so 
vilely deceived, and who see that 
there is a combination amongst 
all the candidates to keep me out 
at all events, have a clear right 
to resort to the use of means such 
as their enemies employ. Especi- 
ally when these poor men are 
exposed in the manner that they 
are, to all sorts of injuries and of 
hardships, in consequence of their 
adherence to me. 

Wood’s malignity towards me, 
and his desire to curry favour w ith 
the other candidates was mani- 
fested this morning at the hustings, 
when he had the baseness to ac- 
cuse me of being an advocate for 
slavery ; and expressly said, that 
I was an advocate for laying on 
the lash. I have challenged the 
calumniator to the proof. 1 stated 
to his face that he had uttered a 
falsehood; he hanged his head, 
and uttered not a word in reply. 
I was sitting down out of sight, at 
the back of the hustings, when he 
made this assertion. He thought 
I was gone away. He im pudently 
interfered to make this false asser- 
tion. When I came forward to 
the front of the hustings, and, 
challenging him to the proof, 
looked him in the face, his eye- 


lids dropped, and 1 he remained 
silent as a post. This is what ■ I 
say about negro-slavery; I hate 
slavery of, all sorts : I have lived 
in countries where there are black 
slaves ; but I never would suffer 
one that was a slave to do any sort 
of work for me. I am of opinion, 
that sugar, coffee, and several 
other things, are not to be had 
without this negro-slavery ; whe- 
ther we are to do without these 
articles and get rid of our colo- 
nies, are questions not to be de- 
cided in haste ; but, at any rate, 
before I go about the world look- 
ing for black slaves to emancipate, 

I will endeavour to emancipate 
all the . white slaves I know of in 
the world, particularly those in 
England, where [the farming la- 
bourers are much harder worked 
and much worse fed than any 
black slaves that 1 ever saw in my 
life. This is what I say about , 
negro-slavery, but I have never 
mentioned the subject in my life 
without deprecating every species 
of cruelty exercised towards the 
slaves, and without expressing 
my wish that the slavery did ,not 
exist. This very Mr. Wood 
knows, or I think he must know, 
that it is not long since J published 
a book lor the express purpose ot 
pointing out to the reprobation of 
Englishmen the cruelty of the 
Americans, and the inconsistency 
of their conduct, in allowing the 
slave-trade to be carried on in 
their country. Many copies of 
this book were sold at Liverpool. 
It is now to be had there, I dare 
say, at the shop of Mr. Thomas 
Smith; and yet this man comes 
before you, and, thinking that he 
is behind my back, tells you that 
i am an advocate for slavery and 
for the use of the lash., 

This act alone ought to be suffi- 
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cient to convince you, that he 
means to make a merit with the 
government for haying opposed 
me to the utmost of nis power. 
He is, you perceive, upon terms 
of great harmony with Stanley 
and with the Canada Commis- 
sioner. He does not quarrel with 
them. His lawyers and their 
lawyers play into one another’s 
hands. His lawyer and the Ca- 
nada Commissioner’s lawyer are 
brothers. In short, it must be 
clear to every man of sense, that 
His object is to keep me out at all 
events; and that he thinks that 
pretty nearly as likely to benefit 
him as the getting of himself in. 

Thus stands the case, gentle- 
men, these parties all know how 
well pleased those in power would 
be, to see me defeated here ; and 
each ot the three is at this moment 
counting upon the benefit which 
he shall derive in the way of re- 
ward, for having contributed bis 
endeavours towards effecting this 
purpose. This reward it is that 
they all have their eyes upon ; 
and 1 trust that your conduct will 
be such as to defeat the object of 
the base combination. You have 
nothing to do but to remain steady 
to that which you know to be right. 
You understand the whole subject 
as well as I do. You now see 
mat each , of the original candi- 
dates has got an associate candi- 
date. You will know how to 
manage that matter. Be ready ; 
be steady ; be prudent ; be re- 
solved, and you will prevent this 
combination from effecting its pur- 
pose, and from assisting to conti- 
nue to rob you of your dinners 
and your clothes. For my own 
part no exertion of mine shall be 
wanting ; and if there be any man 
amongst you that is punished in 


any way for the conscientious 
performance of his duty, 1 pledge 
myself, upon receiving proof of 
| such punishment having been in- 
flicted to take care that provision 
shall be made for that man and 
his family. 

1 am, Gentlemen, 

Your most faithful friend, 
And obedient servant, 

Wm. cobbett. 

PROTESTS TO THE MAYOR, &c. 
No, I. 

To Nicholas Grimshaw , Mayor , 
and to the other Returning 
Officers of the Borough of 
Preston , in the County of Lan* 
caster . 

Gentlemen, — I hereby protest 
against your proceedings in the Elec- 
tion, now going on in this Borough, 
for Members to serve in Parliament. 
Divers are those acts of yours to 
which I have objected, and do ob- 
ject; but, for the present, I confine 
myself to the following grounds of 
complaint ; that is to say, 

That you have adopted a mode of 
polling, called polling by tallies, 
which is unknown to the law ; that, 
though I, after having, at first, ob- 
jected to it, gave my assent, that 
assent was given, only in considera- 
tion of an express declaration of all 
the then candidates, that the Oath 
of Supremacy was not to be put; 
hut, that you have persevered in this 
mode of tallies, after a fourth cau- 
didate has come, and after you have 
caused that oath to be put to the 
voters. 

That you have made use of this 
mode of tallies, and are proceeding 
to continue to make use of it, in a 
way which must of necessity deprive 
the Electors of their rights, and 
which must pervert all the powers of 
the Writ, under the authority of 
which you are now acting. 
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That you have permi tted a speeies 
of examination of voters, by attor- 
neys and others, obviously tending 
io ho other purpose than that of 
causing delay, and of preventing the 
hiain body of the electors from vot- 
ing at ibis election. 

That you have permitted these 
attorneys to put to tne Electors end- 
less 'questions wholly unconnected 
with the right of voting ; that you 
have permitted these attorneys to 
brow-beat the Electors, whom you 
have suffered these attorneys to treat 
as criminals, arraigned at your bar, 
rather than as men exercising a great 
and valuable franchise; that you have 
kept some of them nearly two whole 
hours under a hot sun, thus baited 
and worried by these attorneys ; that 
.you have not, in any one case, check- 
ed these attorneys in these their au- 
dacious practices, and that you have 
wholly disregarded all my remon- 
strances upon this subject. 

That this Borough contained, at 
the time of the last election (in 
1820) three thousand two hundred 
and six voters, who actually voied, 
and who gave six thousand two 
hundred and three votes. 

That the number of Electors is, 
at present, much greater than it was 
in 1820 ; but that, supposing it to be 
no greater, you, by your present 
mode of proceeding, would deprive 
nearly' two thirds of them of their 
franchises. 

That you have declared eight hours 
in each day to be the time for keep 
ing open the poll ; that, on Satur- 
day last, the 10th instant, you em- 
ployed seven hours in polling eighty 
electors; that- two days out of the 
fifteen days are now gone, and that 
only one hundred and sixty electors 
have been permitted to come to the 
poll; that there are, according to 
your regulation, but 104 hours left 
to poll in ; that, at the rate of eighly 
men to seven hours, you would, by 
the end of fifteen days, have per- 
mitted to come to the poll only 1,548 
electors out of the many more than 
3,20G who have now a right to vote ; 


that of the more thkn 2,000 Protefc* 
tant electors, whom I -am able to 
prove have.promised me their votes, 
you would, by this plan, permit me, 
during the whole election, to poll 
only 337, though I have more than 
double that number now actually 
ready to poll for me this very day; 
lhat you might, by pursuing this 
scheme, wind up your proceedings by 
excluding me, and by returninga man, 
who it is notorious, has scarcely any 
votes at all for him ; and that, thus, 
you might render that W rit, which 
you have received under the Great 
Seal, a mere mockery, while you 
would, insult both the Parliament 
and the King. » 

That the character and tendency 
of your proceedings are illustrated 
by those of the Election of 1820, 
when, though there was only a room 
in the Town-Hall for a place of poll- 
ing, instead of the ample space now 
allotted for that purpose, 105 votes 
were polled on the first day, 178 on 
the second day, and, on one of the 
days, 418, while you, at the end of 
two days, have polled only 100 votes* 

That, on Saturday, the 10th in- 
stant, ten Electors, having been duly 
sworn (and making part of thirty 
then sworn, and waiting to poll,) 
came up and delivered their names 
into your hands, and demanded to 
poll ; that this was at half-past three 
o’clock ; that the court had then been 
open only six hours and a half; that, 
nevertheless, you refused, to receive 
the votes of these electors; that you 
kept them waiting before your face 
the platform, made and kept 
apart for the votes ; that they 
demanded to be polled, and that I 
made the same demand in their be- 
half; that you continued your refu- 
sal until four o’clock ; lhat you then 
adjourned the court without suffer- 
ing .these men to poll, having, in 
fact, kept it open only six hours and 
a half, and having shut it against 
these voters, whom you kept stand- 
ing in a hot sun from half-past three 
to four t>*clock. 

That it being, from these facts. 
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and many other?, not necessary now 
to state, clear as day-light, that, if 
your present system t»e persevered in, 
therestilt may be a return, having the 
appearance of truth, and being false 
to fact; that a man who has hut a 
very few votes may be returned, and 
that I, who have a great majority of 
the whole of the votes, and who was 
declared to be elected by the show of 
hands, may be totally excluded. 

This being the case, and this case 
being manifest to every beholder, I 
hereby protest against all your pro- 
ceedings as above-mentioned ; and 
scorning to give countenance to your 
system by any further presenting of 
tallies, and leaving the injured 
electors to adopt, in defence of their 
lights, such means as they may think 
best, I hereby give you notice, that 
any return that you may make, as 
the result of your present system of 
proceeding, will be objected to, and 
resisted by me, according to the 
manner and by the means which the 
law has pointed out and provided. 

VV. COBBETT. 

At the Hustings, at Preston , 
June 12, 1826. 

No. II. 

Preston , June 12, 1820. 

To Nicholas G rims haw, Esq., 
Mayor , and Joseph Bray and 
William Nicholson, Esqrs. Bai- 
liffs , Returning Officers for the 
Borough of Preston. 

Gentlemen, — As one of the Can- 
didates for the Representation of this 
Borough in the ensuing Parliament, 
I beg hereby to enter my Protest 
against the manner in which the 

C ieedings at the present Election 
e hitherto been carried on. 

By the constitution of the Bo- 
rough recognised by the decision of 
a Committee of the House of 
Commons, the right of electing 
Members is, with certain limita- 
tions, vested in the whole body of 
the inhabitants; but, according, to 
the mode of election which has been 


adopted on the present occasion, it* 
is not only very possible, but most 
probable, that, although the Poll be 
kept open to the last hour allowed by 
law, a vast majority of the electors 
will he deprived of an opportunity of 
exercising the highest privilege, 
which they, as Englishmen, possess. 
This, to say the least, is contrary to 
I the spirit of the law which contem- 
plates the time allowed to be suffb- 
cient for ail the electors to tender 
their votes. 

In the first place, the mode of vot- 
ing by tallies is productive of great 
inconvenience. On the afternoon of 
Saturday last, before half past three 
o’clock, a tally was presented at the 
bar of the hustings by one of the 
candidates for the purpose of being 
admitted to poll, but was then and 
there by you refused to be so ad- 
mitted. In making this assertion, 
[ would not be understood to charge 
you with acting from any partial or 
unworthy motive; on the contrary, 
I am anxious to suppose you to be 
actuated by the desire of exercising 
the strictest impartiality. But this 
sort of impartiality is in Us effects an 
act of positive injustice to the whole 
body of the electors, more particu- 
1 irlv to the individuals composing 
that tally, who possibly may not 
have an opportunity of again tender- 
ing their votes during the present 
election, as well as an actual breach 
of the law in s opping the Imriness 
of the poll before the number of 
hours limited by the statute were 
expired. 

In the next place, great and unne- 
cessary delay has been occasioned 
by the manner in which the exami- 
nations of the votes are conducted 
by the advocates of the respective 
candidates. Questions have been 
permitted to be put to the electors 
not only frivolou's and irrelevant, 
hut, in many instances, insuking to 
those to whom they are put and dis- 
graceful to those by whom they are 
proposed. As one, among many 
instances in support of my assertion, 
on Saturday last an elector in the 
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tally of a gentleman on the left 
(Mr. Wood,) to whose vote there 
appeared to be no reasonable ground 
of objection, was detained half an 
hour in answering questions which 
seemed to be put not so much for the 
purpose of developing the truth ? as of 
alarming and confounding the party 
so questioned. 

Under these circumstances it is 
that I now demand, on behalf of the 
electors of this Borough, and of my- 
self as a candidate for the suffrages 
of those electors, that you forthwith 
.take the necessary steps for doing 
that which the spirit of the law evi- 
dently contemplates; namely, for 
allowing to every one of them a rea- 
sonable chance of tendering his vote 
within the time limited by law, and 
thereby enabling them to confer on 
those whom they think fittest and 
best the important trust to guard 
their rights and redress their wrongs. 

(Signed) X. B. BEEVOR. 


No. III. 

To the Mayor , Sfc. 

Gentlemen — In spite of my pro- 
test of this morning, you .persevered 
in that line of proceeding, of which 
I did, and still do, complain. You 
have persevered in keeping back the 
electors who are ready to vote for 
me; and you now cause tallies of 
four to vote instead of tallies of ten. 
You continue to permit the system 
of brow-beating and of procrastina- 
tion, and, in short, I deem the whole 
of your proceedings contrary to law 
I, therefore, again protest against 
these your proceedings, and I hereby 
give you notice, that if you make 
any return as the result of these 
proceedings, I shall oppose it by all 
those means which the law has pro- 
vided lor the purpose. 

Wm. COBBETT. 


at Preston. 720 

No. IV. 

To the Mayor and other Re~ 

, turning Officers o f the Borough 
of Preston , the Protest of the 
undersigned Electors of the 
said Borough , 

Showeth, 

That the illegality of voting 
by tallies has been acknowledged 
this day in the act of the . Mayor 
and other returning officers, who, 
in consequence of the ProteA of 
Mr. Cobbett, ordered an instant 
cessation of the voting by tallies. 

That, however, the mode adopt-, 
ed, instead of the mode which has 
been set aside, has in it all the 
unfairness, and all the other evil 
consequences of the system of vot- 
ing in tallies. 

That the great evil complained 
of in the tally-system was, that it 
prevented the candidate who had 
numerous votes from bringing 
them to the poll, by making his 
voters wait until an equal num- 
ber of the voters of another candi- 
date might be brought up. 

That this evil system, this piece 
of monstrous partiality, is now 
practised as much as it was be- 
fore^ for, there are still four dif- 
ferent approaches to the polling- 
bar; that at these approaches 
constables are stationed to keep 
all persons back, except such as 
are about to poll lor the candi- 
dates respectively, to which the 
said approaches are allotted. 

That, from these approaches, 
four voters at a time are admitted 
to the polling-bar; so that Mr. 
Cobbett, who has probably two 
thousand voters to bring up, can 
poll no faster than Captain Bar- 
rie or Mr. Wood, neither of 
whom has probably four hundred 
voters to bring up ; and thus, with 
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a little assistance of the attorneys, 
Mr. Cobbett, who has such an 
immense majority of the votes, 
may be, and is manifestly intend- 
ed to be, not only kept at the bot- 
tom of the poll, but may finally 
lose his election, with a great mass 
of voters unpolled. 

That we solemnly protest 
against this partial and foul mode 
of proceeding ; we demand that 
there be adopted such regulations 
as will ensure to all the voters the 
exercise of their right of voting ; 
and for that purpose we demand 
that more polling clerks be ap- 
pointed to receive the votes of the 
electors as they present them- 
selves at their respective booths. 
As witness our hands this 
twelfth day of June, one 
thousand eight hundred and 
twenty-six. 

(Signed) John Twin.' 

Jas. Whittaker. 

James Todd. 

John Calderbank. 

Peter Hartley. 

John Shepherd. 

John Mawdsley. 

Rich. Bradshaw. 

Thos. Porter. 

Joseph Airey. 

Wm. Houghton. 

John Dickenson. 

James Newton. 

Geo. Bortthouse. 

No. V. 

To Nicholas Grimshaw , the 

Mayor , and to the other Re- 
turning Officers of the Borough 
of Preston . 

The PROTEST of me, WILLIAM 
COBBETT, one of the Candi- 
dates at the Election, now going 
on in the said Borough, 

Showetb, 

That in consequence of my protest 
delivered in yesterday morning, you, 


in words, put a stop to the illegal 
deceptions and dilatory mode of pollr 
ing by tallies; but that you then 
adopted another mode not less illegal 
and deceptious, and still more dila- 
tory, which mode is fully described, 
and most justly complained of in a 
protest, delivered to you. at 
o’clock, and signed by a body of the 
ancient and insulted Electors. 

That during the whole of yester- 
day, there were polled only sixty 
voters for all the Candidates put to- 
gether, and that at this rate of going 
on, the remaining twelve days would 
see polled only 720 voters, who, to- 
gether with the 208 now polled, 
would make only 928 voters polled 
in the whole, and leaving at the close 
of the election about 3,500 voters 
unpolled. 

That yesterday morning, hoping 
that you would have sudered the 
polling to proceed in earnest, I had 
several hundred voters ready to come 
up during the day, and there were 
130 of them actually sworn, and 
waiting with their certificates in their 
hands for the purpose of being poll- 
ed ; but that of these 130 men, you 
permitted only sixteen to come up to 
be polled, while you caused the rest 
to be kept back from the polling bar 
by the actual force of constables and 
others, acting under your authority. 

That I now hold in my hand, which 
I tender for your inspection, (you 
agreeing to deliver them back to me 
within the space of an hour), certifi- 
cates of electors ready to poll for me, 
which certificates form a body of evi- 
dence against you r proceedings, of the 
character of which proceedings this 
evidence can leave not a shadow of 
doubt in the mind of any man of 
common sense. , 

That when, yesterday morning, I 
demanded a cessation of the dilatory 
and deceptious scheme of voting by 
tallies, and when you found it neces- 
sary to yield to my demand, you, in 
a tone of great anger, said, that if 
this change should give rise to any 
acts of violence, you would call in a 
military force , which force you had 
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amstantly ready for the purpose of 
being culled in by you*, so that because 
I and my voters demanded an elec- 
tion according to law, you instantly 
threatened us with a military force. 

. That, in the evening of yesterday, 
a military force was called in, though 
there was no riot in the town, and 
though there was no shadow of ex- 
cuse for. the appearance of this force, 
except the breaking of the windows 
of the inn of one of the candidates 
who had brought sailors into the 
town from Liverpool, for purposes 
too manifest to mention, and who 
had, in his way, declared war against 
the peaceable inhabitants or the 
town. 

That I can perceive no use for 
these soldiers, except that of terrify- 
ing my voters, and preventing them 
from exercising their rights ; that I 
am convinced that you believe, that 
I have for me a great majority of the 
legal voters ; and I am also convinced 
that you believe, that unless I can 
be made to give up the contest in 
disgust at your proceedings, or un- 
dess the military force, and .other 
violent means shall be employed, so 
as to alarm my voters and prevent 
them from polling, or unless they be 
wearied out by being kept from their 
homes and their work, and prevent 
them from polling, I shall be chosen 
by a vast majority ; and the whole of 
your conduct, from first to last, 
shows to me, but too clearly, that 
you most anxiously wish to prevent 
such a result. 

That at the election, 1818, when 
Dr. Crompton was a candidate, and 
when the present Mayor was also 
Mayor, there were polled, even by 
tallies, 800 men in one day, and in 
ho one day so small a number as the 
number now polled in the three 
days ; so that here is a proof of the 
existence of the very extraordinary 
impediments upon the present oc- 
casion. 

That seeing all these things, and 
many others of a similar character, 
I hereby, in the first place, demand 
that you send the military force out 


724 

of the town. In the next place, I 
again protest against all your .above- 
mentioned unjust ana illegal pro- 
ceedings, and I protest against any 
return that you may make as the re- 
sult of these proceedings. 

WM. COBBETT. 
At the Hustings, 

June 13. 


PROCEEDINGS AT 
PRESTON. 

[ From the Morning Herald, June 10.] 
Preston , June 8. 

The three candidates met yes- 
terday at the Town-Hall, by invi- 
tation of the Mayor, foT the pur- 
pose of fixing on the arrangements 
to be observed during the elec- 
tion. They all became excellent 
friends in a short time, and every 
proposition made by Mr. Mayor 
was assented to unanimously. 
First of all, would the Oath of 
Supremacy be tendered to the 
electors? Certainly not, agreed 
all the candidates. Who is to 
have first choice of a place at the 
hustings? They drew lots — Mr. 
Cobbett won. Who is first to be 
proposed? Lots again, and Mr. 
Cobbett won. ' They then agreed 
that the voters should be brought 
up in tallies, that is to say, ten 
voters for one,, then ten for ano- 
ther, and so on. Who was to have 
the privilege of bringing up.the 
first ten ? Lois again ; and again, 
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or the third time, Mr. Cobbett 
ring. What, thrice! If this is 
tat an omen, what is ? — 

Thrice the brindled cat hath mewed. 

3an there be better luck than this ? 
L fourth candidate has just been 
idded. A vague handbill first in- 
imated such an event ; but it was 
nly at twelve o’clock that a tardy 
onclave finally determined to 
tart Captain Barrie. He is a 
istinguished Navy officer, and 
illied to one of the partners in 
be banking-house here. 

Mr. Wood is to go out of town 
bis evening in order to come into 
; in procession. In the meantime 
le activity of Mr.Cobbett's friends 
xceeds all expectations. Ad- 
resses are coming in every day 
irected to the people of Preston. 

Neither Mr. Stanley nor Mr. 
Vood made their appearance 
bese two days. 

In the evening Mr. Cobbett 
d dressed the people to this 
ffect : — 

Gentlemen, Members of Par- 
iament are worth nothing unless 
bey do something to serve their 
onstiluents. I bad the honour of 
dling you last night, that if you 
id me the favour of coming to 
ear me this evening, I would en- 
Cavour to explain to you how 
le scantiness of the weaver s d in- 
ter is to be ascribed to a want of 


the performance of their duties by 
Members of Parliament — to be 
ascribed to a want of Reform m 
that Parliament, which has laid on 
all the taxes — has inflicted on us 
all the calamities we have been 
enduring for fifty years past. Gen- 
tlemen, we are apt to believe, as 
I have twice or thrice before ob- 
served, that England was always 
in the same miserable state it is at 
present, and 1 showed also twice 
or thrice the utter falsity of this 
notion, which our rulers would, 
nevertheless, have us entertain. 
A gentleman of the name of Pres- 
ton, the same name as that of this 
town, a lawyer of eminence, wrote 
a pamphlet about seven years 
ago, in which he demonstrated that 
every labouring man who earned 
and expended eighteen pounds a 
year, paid eleven pounds out of 
the eighteen in taxes. Gentle- 
men, this exceeds my calculation 
the other night, for I only sup- 
posed that the man who earned on 
the average thirty pounds a year, 
paid twenty pounds in taxes. 
This is something short of the 
computation of Mr. Preston, 
ami short probably of the truth. 
I observed on the occasion I al- 
lude to, that if a weaver, during 
thirty years, had saved the twenty 
pounds a year, instead of paying 
it in taxes, he would at the end of 
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that time, be in possession of the 
sura of 600/. ; or, at any rate, if 
he had expended the money, he 
would have lived better : and this 
it is — it is this good living that I 
would wish to see restored, and to 
restore which would be the object 
of my exertions in Parliament. 
Gentlemen, a very large portion 
of the taxes of this twenty pounds 
a year, paid by the weaver, is 
raised on account of the National 
Debt, and there are people who 
want us to believe that there has 
been always such a thing as a 
National Debt. That notion, 
Gentlemen, is exceedingly false. 
A National Debt has not been 
known to England only about one 
hundred and thirty-five years. 
Before that England knew no 
such degrading curse as a National J 
Debt : she has no occasion to 
know it now ; but it does exist, and 
that to a tremendous degree. Gen- 
tlemen, I shall explain to you how 
it presses upon you. I shall then 
show you how it came. I shall 
show you that it came in conse- 
quence of a want of a just repre- 
sentation of the people in Parlia- 
ment. The debt, Gentlemen, 
amounts to eight hundred mijlions 
of money ; that is to say, eight 
hundred millions of pounds ster- 
ling, or eight hundred millions ol 
golden sovereigns. Let me re- 


mark that this debt, this horrible 
and incredible parcel Of money 
has been lent us ; the fundholder, 
the money-broker, the stock-job- 
ber, and Jews, and all the vermin 
of this description who prey on the 
vitals of the people, tell us that 
they lent us thi3 money ; lent us 
what! Eight hundred millions! 
Why, this is ten times as much 
gold as ever was in the world, as 
is in the world put together. Take 
3 our pen and calculate how many 
sovereigns that would make, what 
would be the weight of them — 
the avoirdupoise weight, which is 
the great weight, the butter weight, 
&c. We shall find that this sum 
if turned into gold, would make 
six thousand tons of gold, each 
ton being twenty long hundreds, 
each hundred being 1121 bs. avoir- 
dupoise weight. — (Cheers and 
laughter.) It would take four 
thousand wagons, with four stout 
horses to each, to drag it along the 
turnpike road. Is it possible! 
What ! the Jews to lend w ten 
times as much money as ever was 
in the world! Where did they 
get it ! Oh, no, Gentlemen, it 
has not been money ; it was done 
in this way. It has been a loan; 
it consists not of money — no, no $ 
hut of bits of paper with certain 
signatures on that paper, which a 
set of jobbers received, which they 
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sell oat to other jobbers, and they 
again to others, until the paper 
became funded (as they call it,) 
when an interest began to be paid 
on it, which interest we now pay, 
and if we go on at our present 
rate, we will be obliged to pay for 
ever ; and we are to be beggars 
and slaves all our lives that this 
interest may be paid. Suppose 
the debt is due, who owes it ] Did 
we, the people, contract it 1 Did 
we borrow it ? Now, Gentlemen, 
attend to the truth. There was, 
better than 101) years ago, a “ glo- 
rious revolution’* in this country. 
That glorious revolution was to se- 
cure to us, amongst others, two 
great blessings. The first great 
blessing was a Parliament, to be 
freely chosen by the people; to 
sit for three years. The next 
great blessing was, that from and 
after that time no placeman, or 
pensioner, should sit in the House 
of Commons. Why, Gentlemen, 
the House of Commons is at this 
moment full of placemen and pen- 
sioners. In the year 1808, which 
is the last time for which a return 
was made, there were seventy- 
eight, I think it is, placemen and 
pensioners there, who received on 
the average about 2570/. a year a 
piece. So that you see the glo- 
rious Revolution did not secure us 
this great object, at all events. 


That other object, a Parliament 
sitting only for three years, it se* 
cured to us for twenty years only. 
At the end of that time, the Par- 
liament which had been chosen 
to sit for three years — which had 
a right, according to Act of Par- 
liament to ( sit for only that time, 
that Parliament passed an Act by 
which they were to sit for seven 
years — and for seven years it has 
continued to sit ever since to this 
day, when the Ministers chose to 
let it, and not for seven weeks, if 
the Ministers chose that it should 
not sit for seven weeks. There- 
fore, Gentlemen, these two great 
blessings have not been secured 
to us by this glorious Revolution. 
But the Revolution has secured to 
us another thing — that is, a na- 
tional debt, that great curse which 
robs the weaver of his dinner and 
other comforts.— Gentlemen, this 
Parliament, which was now to sit 
for seven years, made wars. The 
placemen an4 pensioners in it, 
acting contrary to the principles 
of the Revolution, in the first place 
continued to act for their own in- 
terest. They made wars because 
wars were profitable to themselves 
— but fearing that the people 
would not be so ready to hand 
them the money, they borrowed 
money for the purpose of carrying 
on the wars. Then they funded 
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those loans, and saddled your fa- 
thers and my father, you and me 
—your children and my children, 
to the infantin the cradle,, with the 
payment of the interest of these 
loans. There, Gentlemen, is the 
true history of this great curse 
which constitutes three-fourths of 
the expenses of the nation ; for 
these expenses, this debt, of which 
Isay we, the people, do not owe 
one farthing, amount to thirty-six 
millions out of the fifty-six or fifty- 
eight millions. Therefore, Gen- 
tlemen, three-fourths of his dinner 
are taken away from the poor 
weaver by reason of the existence 
of this debt — a debt which, I say, 
was contracted to serve the interest 
of placemen and pensionmen , and 
the profits of which belong only 
to Jews and jobbers. But, Gen- 
tlemen, we have an army besides. 
As: I told you the other night, | 
Judge Blackstone declares that 
our happy laws know no such 
thing as an internal fortress, or 
barracks, or a standing soldier. 
But, Gentlemen, we do find, how- 
ever, that these things are known 
to our happy laws. But why do 
they exist! Because, in one 
word, it would be impossible for 
the Government to collect fifty- 
seven millions from the people, 
without something more than a tax- 
gatherer calling for it with an ink 


bottle at his breasts— (Laughter 
and cheers.) There must be some* 
body else. Now mark this— I 
have got some barley, and 1 want 
to make a little matt of it. The 
tax-gatherer Bays, “ no, you 
shan't.” “ What ! not turn a lit- 
tle barley that I have grown on 
my own field into a little malt to 
brew myself a drop of alel'* 
“ No, you shan't “ Yes, but I 
shall w then 11! go andfetch the 
constable;" who is to seize my 
goods under the process of the 
Court of Exchequer, or make me 
pay the fine or penalty incurred 
for having transgressed the law. 
■* Well, 1 say, I shall gather all my 
fellows, and with dubs and sticks 
we will drive you off." u Oh* 
will you," say 8 he, “ then I’ll go 
and fetch the troops out of the 
next barracks to you."— (Much 
laughing and cheers.) Gentle- 
men, I really do not think that 
these Ministers employ an army 
for the purpose of making us 
slaves, or because they hate li- 
berty, or wish to see a military 
Government established over us ; 
but, Gentlemen, they cannot col- 
lect a revenue of fifty-seven mil- 
lions a year without a standing 
Army in time of peace. T*hO 
Army, then, come and have a peck 
at the weaver's dinner ; and pretty 
delicately these military Gentle^ 
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men do eat at times, and God do 
them good with it ! They cannot, 
Gentlemen, do without their good 
dinners, although the , starving 
weaver amongst us is often ob- 
liged to do so. . This Army must 
be maintained then, because the 
ia*es must be collected. Thus 
one thing brings on the other — the 
taxes must be had, and there must 
be an army to see that these taxes 
are collected. Now, Gentlemen, 
this Army costs eight millions a- 
year, making with the debt forty- 
seven millions. Here is the 
source of all the evils, all the suf- 
fering. Was ever any thing so 
preposterous as Government to 
pretend to encourage manufac- 
tures, and at the same time to put 
a tax on cottons — to make the 
three and a half square yards, 
that does not cost a penny a yard 
—to make it pay threepence in 
tax ? Is that .the way to encou- 
rage industry, to make every wo- 
man^ gpwn pay a tax ?— No, it is 
not, and the Government knows it 
s not ; but they must have money 
some way or another ; and as they 
don’t make the landlord and fund- 
holder pay, they tax the poor wo- 
men’s And girls’ gowns ! Hence 
your manufactures must go abroad, 
a nd your trade decline. It is in 
vain to hope that trade will revive 
until the. taxes are got rid of. The 


country is like the ass 6f Isaehar* 
struggling between two burdens* 
first falling one way and then ano*. 
ther way. Now, Gentlemen, I 
am come to the duty which you 
have to perform. Are these taxes 
to be diminished! Will these 
taxes be reduced, unless there is 
some one to propose the necessary 
measures ? If you think I am a 
man that is likely to propose such 
measures as will be the means of 
restoring to the country the neces* 
sary ease and happiness, Ihen it 
is not necessary for me to appeal 
to you to put ine into Parliament 
Let me only observe upon the 
unfeeling conductof the managers 
of our affairs. Is there one Mi- 
nister of them that has not a 
thumping sinecure, besides a sa- 
lary * Mr. Canning has 6000/. a- 
year salary, as Secretary of State 
for Foreign Affairs ! He has had a 
sinecure since his boyish days. 

I knew him twenty-eight years 
ago — he has bad a sinecure ever 
since ! Gentlemen, there was a 
certain William Gifford, who was 
first made an Editor of a loyal 
newspaper for half an year, or a 
year, 1 believe. After that he 
was made a sinecure placeman^ 
with a sinecure of between 300/. 
and 500/. a-year ! We are sad- 
dled with the payment of that. Is 
there any . reason for this ? Ifr 
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pould not be for services. What 
was the reason then ? Hear it. 
Aristocracy— hear it, pretended 
high blood — hear it, you who talk 
about lower orders, and blush for 
shame — this William Gifford had 
been travelling tutor to my Lord 
•Belgrave (who is now Earl Gros- 
venor,) and my Lord Belgrave or 
his father gave him this sinecure 
to compensate him tor having been 
his travelling tutor ! Now, whe- 
ther or not the Government gave 
this place to Gifford or not, I bnly 
know that he has been receiving 
it out of mine and your earnings, 
that the sinecure was granted in 
the year 1799, near twenty-seven 
years ago, and that about half 
that number of thousands have we 
paid already ; . and this is the way 
in which our money is disposed of. 
Let them now boast of high blood. 
.Bo we— do the lower orders act in 
such a way as this '? If one of you 
make a pair of shoes for a neigh- 
bour, do you go to him and re- 
quest that he will keep one of your 
sons for his life, because you have 
made him a pair of shoes ? — (A 
laugh.) No; the lower orders 
would not do that ; they are not 
actuated by a spirit so base and so 
unjust. There is a list of these 
pensioners four times as long as 
my arm, long as that is, which I 
could read to you. Bo you not 


think that some good would be 
done by having those things ex- 
posed— by having them spoken 
about in Parliament — by having 
them put in print, and circulated 
in every newspaper, as they would 
be sure to be, and read by the 
people with avidity during the 
long evenings next winter ? Now 
if you never knew these things be- 
fore, there is not one in ten thou- 
sand of you ever dreamt of such 
things — ever dreamt of the exist- 
ence of this — William Gifford,. for 
instance, or his sinecure. Yet, 
Gentlemen, it is true they do ex- 
ist. Gentlemen, I conjure you to 
reflect on these things — to talk 
over amongst one another the 
causes of all this misery — to r6- 
member that all this ruin— this 
destruction of the farmer, the mer- 
chant, and the manufacturer— 
this degrading of class after class 
—is taking place for the sake of 
all these enormous devourers of 
the taxes, with a band of loan- 
makers, Jews, and jobbers. Gen- 
tlemen, in taking my leave of you, 
I must, ask you to excuse my ab- 
sence to-morrow night — to-mor- 
row will be a busy day — the elec- 
tion begins on Friday. Every 
night I will address you here, be^ 
ginning on Friday. I thank you 
for your attendance here — 1 thank 
you, above all, for the attention 
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dth which you have heard me — 
>r this assemblage has been distin- 
uished, not by any silly, senseless 
lamour, but by silent attention — 
y sensible listening. Let me 
ope. Gentlemen, that you have 
ot been here in vain — that you 
ave gathered something that will 
e useful — something by which 
ou will be able better to conduct 
our affairs. Gentlemen, God 
less you, and good night. 

The multitude, having given 
iree cheers, dispersed in the 
reatest order. 

From the Morning Herald , June 12 .] 
Preston , June 7. 

It is not a storm, but a perfect 
trricane we are in at this mo- 
ent. Things would have gone 
f quietly enough, but for the un- 
cpecled starting of Capt. Barrie, 
he Catholics were all to vote, by 
►nsent of the three candidates, 
id, just as they were enjoying 
f anticipation the happy privi- 
ge, in comes the candidate, and 
locks them all in the head with 
e Oath of Supremacy; thus 
ice more justifying a renewal of 
e old and peculiar complaint of 
is people. 

But just when the chain 
Had ceased to pain, 

d Hope had enwreaihed it round with 
flowers. 

There comes a new link 
Our spirits to sink— 


A great deal of exasperation 
and unpleasant feeling have been 
the consequence, and they dis- 
played themselves in no equivocal 
way before the hustings, and 
throughout the town. 

At ten o’clock the Mayor, with 
his officers, and the four different 
candidates appeared on the hus- 
tings. Some were violently ap- 
plauded. Capt. Barrie, who was 
accompanied by Capt. Colquitt 
and Lieut. Chippendale, his 
friends, were met by every de- 
monstration of dislike and hatred. 
After the usual formalities were 
gone through— 

The Mayor expressed a hope 
that the proceedings would be con- 
ducted in an orderly and peace- 
able manner. He assured them, 
that on the part of the Returning 
Officers, no partiality would be 
shown. — (Applause.) 

Mr. Easier then came forward 
to propose Mr. Cobbett. He con- 
sidered it one of the proudest days 
of his life, to have the privilege of 
proposing to his brother electors a 
man of such renowned talent as 
Mr. Cobbett. The fate of mil- 
lions depended on their votes. He 
then proposed Mr. Cobbett as a 
fit and proper person to be chosen 
their Representative in- Parlia- 
ment. — (Cheers.) 

Mr. Irving seconded thenomi- 
2 A 
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nation. He was glad to be al- 
lowed the opportunity of support- 
ing a man of unprecedented talent, 
t a friend to the labouring class, an 
enemy of taxes. He called on 
the electors to support the man 
that would support them. In sup- 
porting him they would confer 
iipon themselves immortal fame — 
in rejecting him the electors would 
sink into in|amy in the eyes of 
Europe. Begging of them to be 
firm and true, he would conclude 
by a Scriptural quotation : “ Now ' 
is the appointed time ; now is the 
day of salvation.” — (Applause ) 

Mr. Walker then came for- 
ward and proposed John Wood, 
Esq. as an independent, able man, 
and every way fit and proper to 
be chosen their Representative. 

Mr. Woodcock. — To our Re- 
turning Officers great praise is 
due. — (A voice, “ don’t cant.”) 
I will not cant, but I will not be 
put down. — He then seconded 
the nomination of Mr. Wood. 

Mr. Cross said, that the gen- 
tleman whom he was about to 
propose for their' choice, Mr. 
Stanley, was held up to them as 
a youth of great promise, which' 
he had fulfilled as far, as he had 
yet gone, 

Mr. Aspden seconded the pro- 
position in a neat speech, in 
praise of the claims of Mr. S tanley . 


.740 h 

Dr. St. C lake now came %- \ 

ward to propose Captain Barrie, 4 

but the uproar which prevailed | 

rendered his speech inaudible for \ 
the most part. He said that , 
Captain Barrie was long known , 

to the electors of Preston in his 
private capacity, as well as by his 
public conduct. 

Mr. Gorst seconded -the pro- 
position. 

Mr. Corbett then came for- 
ward to the front of the hustings, 
and was received with waving of 
hats and deafening applause. As 
soon as silence was restored, he 
spoke to the following effect: — 

Mr. Mayor, and Gentlemen Elec- 
tors of the Borough of Preston, 
it is wholly unnecessary for me 
to say any thing about your du- 
ties on this occasion, therefore J 
shall confine myself to what I 
deem it necessary to state, in 
order that I may show myself in 
some degree worthy of the choice 
of a people so esfimable in every 
point as to be an example to the 
rest of ihe nation — and an exam- 
ple, I trust, you will be, by your 
conduct at this election, to many 
thousands of your countrymen. 

The Gentleman who has pro- 
posed, and the Gentleman who 
has seconded, the nomination of 
Mr. Stanley, have spoken, ai?d 
wjth great propriety for aught I 
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brow, of the high birth and rank 
of that candidate. I do not want 
to disparage birth and rank ; but 
I cannot boast,— and perhaps I 
should lament — however, the fact 
is so — I can present neither to 
you in my persort. I was born 
among the labouring classes of 
England — and to protect those 
classes 1 have always felt to be 
my duty since it has pleased God 
to develope some little talent in 
me. I shall add, Gentlemen, 
what I have already said to the 
people of Bolton, that when 1 
abandon those labouring classes 
may God abandon me. — (Great 
applause.) 

In choosing the person who is 
to undertake the important duty 
of representing you in Parlia- 
ment, the great thing to be looked 
after, as far as the claims of a 
candidate are concerned, is the 
experience and the knowledge he 
possesses — the experience and 
knowledge which past events and 
undeniable facts prove him to 
possess. I pretend to no extra- 
ordinary endowment from nature 

I pretend to be gifted with no 
particular talent — but I do pre- 
tend to upwards of thirty years' 
of experience in public affairs — 
I pretend to having shown a great 
degree of knowledge, if not 
~ greater, than most other persons 


— I pretend to a great deal pf 
foresight in those affairs, and I 
add, that 1 have always shown as 
much public spirit, as much dis- 
interestedness, as any other man ; 
and I here state, in the face of 
you all, that I might have come 
from London to Prestoti in *a 
chariot of solid gold if my pen 
could have been bought by that 
Government which has brought 
you to that misery you ,are now 
enduring. — (Great applause.) 
Gentlemen, it would be presump- 
tion in me to attempt to advise 
you Low to act, but I will take 
the liberty of asking you to do 
me a favour — you will, then, 
please to refrain, as far as your 
feelings will allow you, from those 
expressions of approbation with 
which you may be disposed to re- 
ceive me, as you will thereby 
shorten the time, and enable gen- 
tlemen who are to address you 
to do so, for I have a great dehl 
to say to you. And here let me 
say, that I have been more ho- 
noured by that silent attention-U 
by those looks of yours, which 
have proved to me that you had 
heard, and understood what ypu 
had heard — I say, I have been 
more satisfied with that sort of -at- 
tention, than by all the other de-> 
monstrations of kindness you hafre 
shown me. 

2 A 2 
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Gentlemen, in general it is a 
good rule, and it has passed 
through too many ages to be a 
bad one, that self-praise is no 
commendation ; and I agree with 
those who are of opinion that no 
man has a right to occupy the 
time of others by dilating on his 
own deeds. But, Gentlemen, if a 
plaintiff brings an action against 
a man in certain cases, the man 
can plead his good character in 
bis defence, and unless he does 
so, the Court will not hear him. 
When a servant goes to be hired, 
he details the qualities he pos- 
sesses— he says what he can do — 
ihe sort of work — whether he can 
jread or write — whether he can 
look after horses — mind a garden, 
..and what not. Why should not 
Members of Parliament likewise 
v come and tell those whom they 
wish to be their constituents, what 
it is they can do 1 I do not mean 
«lhat they should enter into a his- 
. 4ory of their own qualities, but 
4hey could illustrate their assertion 
as to their own capabilities, by 
telling what it is they have done. 
It may be said that candidates 
will offer themselves who cannot 
boast of ever having done any- 
thing. Now that is a very good 
reason for excluding such per- 
sons. You should receive the 
advances of such persons with 
great slowness. 


■W 1 

Gentlemen^ I now proceed to f 

state to you what I think, and % 
what you will think also, entitles § 
me to some degree of confidence. , 
My efforts have been spread over ,| 
a period of twenty-five years of , 
duration in England, including a \ 

little period when I was absent, j 

on account of Sidmouth's and 
Castlereagh's dungeons. During 
that time there has been no pub- 
lic matter which I have ever heard 
of, that was left undiscussed, or at 
least was untouched by me. This 
I need not dwell on, for a great 
part of you have read all about 
it ; but it will remind you— it will 
remind our blundering statesmen 
themselves — and they are proofs 
of my experience, and the title I 
have to your confidence. For, 
Gentlemen, you want a man to 
assist in making laws that relate 
to your affairs, abroad as well as 
at home — and my efforts have 
been directed to foreign matters, 
as well as to those of a domestic 
nature. Allow me, Gentlemen, 
to say a few words upon some of 
those foreign matters. In the 
year 1811, a war was brewing by 
our corrupt Government, against 
the United States of America. 

At that time I addressed a series 
of letters to His Majesty, then 
Prince Regent, and 1 said, if your 
Royal Highness will permit those 
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Ministers to plunge the country 
in a war with America, these three 
things will happen — first, you will 
reduce England to a condition in 
which she never was before — in 
which all her former glory will 
be forgotten. You will bring dis- 
grace on her Naval force. You 
will create a navy in America 
that will beat you upon the sea — 
that will pursue you upon the 
lakes. You will add to the enor- 
mous debt, and to the already un- 
bearable taxes — you will, I said, 
create a fleet in America, that, 
surviving the war, will ultimate^ 
become superior to that of Eng- 
land. My advice was rejected 
with scorn. -The Ministers, flush- 
ed with what they called victory 
over the Emperor Napoleon, went 
on in their career. What was the 
consequence ? England was beat- 
en and disgraced by land, as well 
as by sea; beaten even after 
the signing of the treaty. Her 
enormous debt was increased. — 
Commissioners from America had 
sued in vain for peace. The Mi- 
nisters presented a sine qua non ; 
that is to say, a condition from 
which they would not recede, but 
they were obliged to give way. 
She signed a most disgraceful 
treaty, and yielded to a disgrace- 
ful cession of territory. Gen- 
tlemen, observe, before the Ame- 


rican war, that saucy Gentleman, 
Mr. Canning, said in the House 
of Commons, what have we to 
fear from half a dozen fir frigates, 
with bits of striped bunting at the 
mast heads ! — (A laugh.) Well, 
Gentlemen, these half dozen fir 
frigates swelled into a navy of 
seventeen ships of the line, larger’ 
than British vessels of the same 
denomination, and fifty -seven fri- 
gates, each equal to a sixty gun 
British ship. Gentlemen, I have 
no pleasure in stating these things, 

I make the statements with great 
pain. I would so manage affairs 
as to stop the increase of that 
npvy, or I would try my strength 
with her before she should become 
stronger. Gentlemen, -I have no 
pleasure in making this statement. 

1 love England too well. I love 
her fame and her power as I love 
her happiness and her peace. I 
could be any thing I wished in 
America. They would do any' 
thing for me there. I was invited 
to come and see the President of 
Congress. I was invited to see 
the Governor of the State of New 
York. I would do neither. I 
was requested to stay behind.— 
Anything would be done for me, 
through my friends in Long Island, 
if I would only become a citizen 
of the United States, but I never 
would ; no, I said, England, ^badljr 
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off as she is— villanous, tyran- 
nical, and execrable as is her 
Government* it is my duty to re- 
turn and assist her in shaking off 
the trammels which press upon 
her, — (Cheers.) I did come back, 
and I arrived here with a pros- 
pect of having no dinner to eat, 
until I earned it; stripped of every 
thing, as I was, by the hands of this 
merciless Government. When I 
did come, a man, in Bolton, for 
announcing my returh to< this be- 
loved land in good health, .was 
thrown into prison by the order , of 
Magistrates. Was ever tyranny 
equal to that \ But the reception 
I have met with in. Lancashire 
Las healed all my wounds, if 
wounded, I was; has reconciled 
me to my country ; and if ever I 
wanted the disposition to devote 
myself, even to destruction for its 
sake, your conduct would inspire 
me with that disposition. So 
much, Gentlemen, for the Ame- 
rican war. By and by, South 
America sprung up . Still think- 
ing of England, though abroad, 1 
sent a petition, in the year 1817, 
over to this country ; the object of 
it was to prevail upon this Go- 
vernment to acknowledge the 
States of South America, as the 
means of binding them, of making 
them almost colonies of England ; 
things which they might have 


done, for the troops were then itr 
France, and the Members of the 
Holy Alliance were engaged im 
the affairs of the Continent. But, 
the Ministers rejected and scorn- 
ed this advice. However, when 
too late, after the troops had been 
withdrawn from France, and after 
the Bourbons had become strong 
upon the throne, and the United 
States of America had seen that it 
was time to come forward, then 
our conjurors send out a parcel of 
little gentlemen to acknowledge 
the independence of South Ame- 
rica. So that we have, as it is 
said, gained a loss at last. If the 
Government had acknowledged 
that independence sooner, do you 
imagine that the manufactures of 
Great Britain, particularly those 
of this county of Lancaster, would 
be now selling in those states for 
less than half what was paid for 
ityem in Liverpool ? 

The third instance, Gentlemen, 
to which I will bring your atten- 
tion is, that of the war between 
France and Spain. You will re* 
collect when that army was sta* 
tioned in the South of France td 
enter Spain, you saw in our news* 
papers — those statesmen who con- 
duct the broad sheets called news- 
papers declared — that this army 
never would dare to march into 
Spain— that the Duke of Wefc* 
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Kington was gone over to France 
to tell the King that he must not 
let his army go into Spain, and 
therefore they would not do so. 
This was in September. Mr. 
Huskisson at Liverpool, Mr. Can- 
ning at Harwich, and all the Mi- 
nisters in the Parliament on the 
following February, said so. The 
French did, however, enter Spain 
— they took the fortress of Cadiz, 
as I said they would; and all 
those who', relying on these decla- 
rations of the Ministers, had vest- 
ed their money in Spanish Bonds, 
which when they were at 75 I 
said they were worth nothing, and 
which are now selling for 4 or 5 ; 
that is to say, they are not worth 
one farthing: all these, I say, 
would not, if they had taken my 
advice, have been reduced to the 
state of beggary they are in. — 
These,. Gentlemen, are so many 
proofs that I have that sort of 
knowledge which is worthy, not 
indeed of directing your choice, 
for a great deal would be neces- 
sary to do that, but which gives 
me a fair title to be a candidate. 
These are things which will enable 
you to judge, whether the Gen- 
tlemen who claim your support, 
are more likely to serve you with 
advantage than I am, and whether 
or not laws that will be produc- 
tive of . benefit to the country are 


more likely to emanate from them 
than from me. 

Gentlemen — Having occupied 
your time so long upon these fo- 
reign matters, I have the less 
time to speak to you as to the 
domestic part; and first of all* 
with respect to the Corn Bill~ 
that dreadful scourge of the coun* 
try, and which, in its conse- 
quences to all classes, has proved 
to be little short of a pestilence 
— that Bill has been opposed by 
me from the very outset. Alt 
my efforfs have been directed 
against it. The only county that 
petitioned against this Bill was 
the county of Wilts. We held 
a meeting at Salisbury — I drew 
up the petition, and moved it; 
Mr. Hunt seconded it, and it was 
unanimously passed ; but this was 
the only county that petitioned 
against, that accursed measures 
From that day to this I have op- 
posed it, and, Gentlemen, I now 
congratulate you upon the pros- 
pect we have of its being abolish* 
ed, for stand it cannot 

But, Gentlemen, the grand afc 
fair of all is, that not less ac- 
cursed affair of the paper money 
— a system which, in its conse- 
quences upon society, has pro^* 
duced more of misery, more of 
human suffering, than all the? 
wars — than pestilence — than any 
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think that has been the effect of a 
convulsion of nature — more ca- 
lamitous than, all these causes put 
together. 

. Gentlemen — I need not tell 
you, you who are as well ac- 
quainted, with it as I am myself, 
that in the year 1811, and again 
in 1819, then in 1822, and from 
that time to this very hour, I have 
been warning the Ministers 
against the terrible consequences 
of their measures. This paper 
system, with a system of mono- 
poly, Corn Bill, and other things, 
have produced all the suffering 
that has fallen on the industrious 
and ingenious people of the coun- 
try — sufferings of which, if I had 
beenJistened to, not one particle 
would have existed. 

Gentlemen, I have not much 
more to say ; but there are one 
or two things which I wish to 
add. — (A voice, — “ Pray, say 
something about the Captain.”) 

. So much,. Gentlemen, for the 
past ; it is but fair now that 1 
should say something about what 
I intend to do, not using any ge- 
neral and vague expressions — not 
talking about Constitution in 
Church and State. — (Laughter 
and applause, and cries of, “ that 
is the Captain.”) Why, Gentle- 
men, need I tell you that I don’t 
want to destroy the King, or to 
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overset the form of the Govern- 
ment. You don’t want me_ to 
disavow that — you can’t think me 
so [disposed, you must be sure 
that 1 am not able to do it. Gen- 
tlemen, upon all these occasions 
we are to presume that the laws 
are to continue, the Constitution 
to conti uue, and the form ofGor 
wernment to remain pretty much 
about what it is at present. But 
there are certain measures to he 
proposed— and here I come to 
tell you of something specific that 
I shall do. The great and gene- 
ral object I should have in view, 
would be to reduce the mass of 
taxes, and make that mass very 
small. The taxes were sixteen 
millions before the French war, 
they are now fifty-seven millions, 
of which there are paid for the 
mere collecting to the tax-gather-, 
ers, and to the fellows who go 
about with ink-bottles in their 
button-holes — to one creature or 
another of these, there are paid 
five millions a year ; a sum, 
equal to. the revenue of the 
country in the reign of Queen 
Anne, and she carried on 
glorious wars, leaving the country 
at the end of those wuts in a state 
of prosperity. Gentlemen, there 
is no necessity for such an amount 
of taxes ; they need not exceed, 
five millions, as I could demon- 
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strate ; to- that they ought to be 
reduced. The great bar, how- 
ever, to this reduction is the na- 
tional debt, which was contracted 
for carrying on the wars. Gen- 
tlemen, a petition which I had the 
honour of proposing, and which 
was agreed to by that public-spi- 
rited county — Norfolk, another 
from Surrey, others from Kent and 
Herefordshire. 1 think Hunting- 
donshire and Cambridgeshire ex- 
pressed a desire to have that debt 
reduced. They call it robbery, 
but have they not indirectly re- 
duced it themselves by putting out 
small notes. Besides, I could 
show you at any time that the peo- 
ple who are said to have lent this 
money — the Jews and jobbers, 
never lent it, or any great propor- 
tion ol it in reality, and that there 
could not be any* thing like the 
amount of the money at a given 
time to enable them to lend it ; 
and lastly, that we are paying 
three times as much as they ought 
to receive. I do not speak here for 
the working classes alone. For, I 
ask, has not the land-proprietor, 
the merchant, the manufacturer, 
the farmer, the literary man even, 
aright to complain of being obliged 
to pay three times as much as he 
ought to the fundholder ! Would 
it not evidently be better for a 
master manufacturer who is clear- 


ing between three and four thou- 
sand a-year, and who has per- 
haps a large family — would it not 
be better for him to have for him- 
self the fifteen hundred a-year, 
perhaps, which he pays more than 
he has a right to pay ? And would 
it not be better for you to have 
upon your table, instead of a piece 
of bacon as thin as a wafer, a 
good lump of bacon f — (Laughter 
and cheers). Gentlemen, that is 
the short case as to the funds. 
Something must be done — mat- 
ters cannot remain as they are — 
either the country will be plung- 
ed into a general convulsion, or 
this terrible taxing system must 
be reduced, in order that the peo- 
ple may live as well as they for- 
merly did. * 

There is another thing con- 
nected with this debt which should 
be stated — that is, as long as the 
taxes exist — as long as this mill- 
stone bangs around the neck of 
England, so long must she remdin 
at peace. You heard Mr. Can- 
ning say that the French would 
not lake Cadiz. They did how- 
ever. He then hectored and said 
that they must evacuate that for- 
tress immediately. Well, Gen- 
tlemen, the French are in Cadiz 
at this moment ; and, last year, 
when Mr. Canning was asked, 
when they would leave it, he said 
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lie could not tel!; I will tell you 
what m.y real opinion is — if aj 
French frigate were to sail to the 
Isle of Wight, land a number of 
armed m»en, and carry off cattle 
apd provisions, my real opinion is 
that our Ministers dare not re- 
sent the affront. We have re- 
ceived insults from the United 
States of America. How easily 
did those States obtain East Flo- 
rida, a most important part of 
the American territory, which 
guards their back country, and 
opens to the province and city of 
Mexico, and the loss of which, as 
I Could make clear as day-light, 
must tend eventually so much to 
our ruin and degradation. Not 
one word has escaped our Minis- 
ters relative to the cession of that 
important province. Again, the 
United States have given hints as 
to the strong desire they have to 
get Cuba out of the hands of 
Spain. Not one word have we 
«aid relative to that subject. We 
are bound hand and foot. Every 
country knows this. The United 
States know it, and presume upon 
it* Would Russia, unless she 
knew our situation, be playing the 
, pranks she is ? England, under 
the present system, must be sunk 
tp a nothing of a country — she 
must be broken up — her people 
scattered every where about like 
roaming savages, unless this abo- 
minable system is stopped. The 
people may suffer a great deal, 
they may give up their earnings. 
.But a great deal of muskets, bul- 
lets, and bayonets, will be re- 
tired to make them do more. 1 
o not say that we have these 
things now, for Twill not speak 
even of these Ministers worse 
than they deserve ; but i am per- 
suaded that the people of this 
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country will never lie down and- 
starve* When the country can; 
no longer endure the torture, she 
will arouse herself and shake off 
the shackles that oppress her;' 
She never can be any thing else t 
hut, as Burke well observed, “ an 
extinguished country or a great 
one.” — (Applause). She is no- 
thing now- — Ministers are so ham*- 
pered — so plagued, insulted by 
foreign countries, and threat- 
ened by the growing and alarm- 
ing power of the United States. 
Gentlemen, suppose I were a Mi- 
nister — and I must ask to be for- 
given for supposing such a thing 
to be possible ; but if 1 were a 
Minister, I would not sleep three 
nights consecutively, until 1 had^ 
sent off word to the Bourbons oi 
France to bring away their troops 
from Spain, and sent word to the 
United States of America to cease 
building ships of war. England 
has resources — the Ministers keep 
telling us that she has — neverthe- 
less she is little, that might be so 
great* Yes, she has resources, 
they are unimpaired; but th6y 
are perverted, and all the good' 
things are given to those who 
ought not to have them. Gentle- 
men, this consideration is a source 
of great consolation to me, loving 
England as [ do. I never knew 
the moment in which I did not 
love England; ev*en, when on 
board the ship that was conveying , 
me from her shores, committed as 
1 was to the waves, and lightning 
striking the vessel; yet, feeling 
myself safer there than 1 would 
be in a land where Castlereagh 
and Sidmouth had their dungeons 
— even then I loved England as 
much as ever. I am stilt the same,, 
and I trust that all who bear my 
name will always entertain the 
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same sentiments. — (Great ap- 
plause.) Gentlemen, so much, I 
felt it necessary to say, out of re- 
spect to you, on this occasion. 
I have but one word more to say. 
I , have heard, and not without 
great surprise, that some master 
manufacturers have positively or- 
dered their men not to vote for 
me — (Cries of “it is true.”) I 
hope sincerely that it is not true 
— (Cries again, “ it is true.”) Al- 
though if it be true, I am not 
without the desire to furnish an 
excuse for such conduct, for they 
hgve heard nothing but calumnies 
of me ; they have had nothing but 
a .false picture of me presented to 
them every day in the week — 
aye, every hour in the day. The 
little collision of sentiment which 
has taken pl^ace has produced 
only irritation. They have con- 
tracted a habit of hating me, and 
hate me they do, without reason. 
I hope they have not been my 
enemies on this occasion — if they 
have been so, they will not pre- 
vent me from being elected ; but 
if they have, and I get complete 
proof of it, such proof as is ad- 
missible in a Court of Justice, 1 
will triumph over them the rest of 
my life, by showing them that if 
they don’t know how to forgive, 
that i do. 1 will triumph over 
them by acting, when 1 shall be 
returned to Parliament, as their 
faithful representative — by con- 
sulting their interests, by receiv- 
ing their statements and sugges- 
tions respectfully and attentively, 
by being their advocates before 
Government, their advocates be- 
fore the Parliament, as far as that 
advocacy is consistent with the 
general interests of the country. 
Gentlemen, this is the only re- 
venge that I shall seek — the only 
spirit towards them that I shail 
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carry in my breast from the ex- 
cellent town of Preston. 

This speech was followed by * 
continued applause. J 


{From the Morning Herald , June 15.} 
... Preston, June 11 . 

1 he military were called in last 
night. A mob assembled round 
the inn where Capt. Barrie's com- 
mittee sit, and proceeded to throw 
stones. A detachment of the 
Guards were stationed at Kirk- 
ham, about eight miles off. Be- 
tween that place and this te- 
legraphic communications were 
placed, so as that the authorities 
here might at a moment have the 
military with them. The Guards 
came galloping into the town, and 
instantly the crowd dispersed. 
The windows of the inn were 
broken, and several of the frames 
were knocked in. No further 
disturbance was attempted. 

The morning opened with a 
protest being handed in by Mr. 
Cobbett against the tally system, 
as he bad only assented to it in 
case the Oath of Supremacy 
should not be tendered — against 
the mode of examination of voters, j 
thereby causing a delay which 
must necessarily exclude two- 
thirds of the electors from voting. 
After a series of charges of par- 
tiality, he concluded in these 
words : 

And I herehy give you notice, 
that any return you may make, as 
the result of your present system of 
proceeding, will be objected to and 
resisted by me, according to the 
manner and by all the means which . 
the law has pointed out and provided. 

Wm. COBBETT. 

In consequence of this protect 
the Mayor ordered a cessationof 
the polling by tallies. 
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A scene of rude personality 
and disorder then ensued, which 
it is impossible to describe. Capt. 
Barrie and Mr. Wood charged 
Mr. Cobbett with having gone to 
an elector who, he knew, had pro- 
mised to vote for Messrs. Stanley 
and Wood, and saying to that 
elector, alter trying to get him to 
break his promise — “ May starva- 
tion light upon you.” This Mr. 
Cobbett denied, saying, it was as 
gross, as infamous a lie as ever 
came from the lips of a Canada 
Commissioner or a Liverpool su- 
gar-baker. But everybody knew 
“ Bob Barrie, the dog-fighter.” — 
(Laughter.) This was not his ex- 
pression, it was Mr. Mayor that 
said it, not he. 

The polling commenced at a late 
hour, Mr. Cobbett having declared 
it to be his determination not to 
observe the tally system any lon- 
ger, desired that the electors 
should be admitted to poll as they 
came. This measure was like- 
wise adopted by the other candi- 
dates ; so that the greatest possi- 
ble confusion reigned on the hust- 
ings for some time, in consequence 
of the competition of the voters 
to have their votes received. 

Tuesday. — This morning Sir 
T. Beevor did not come to the 
hustings, and Mr. Cobbett re- 
mained there only for a short 
time; but during that time, the 
hustings was a scene of inde- 
scribable tumult and personality. 

First of all, Mr. Cobbett handed 
in the Protest, (No. V.) and whilst 
it was reading the Mayor several 
times denied the truth of its state- 
ments. 

An altercation ensued between 
Mr. Cobbett and the Mayor, the 
latter declaring that it was not he 


that called in the military. They 
were called in by the County 
Magistrates, on information on 
oath that danger was apprehend- 
ed by the inhabitants of the town. 
He said further, that he would 
have no further agreement with 
Mr. Cobbett, he had so often 
broken his word already. He 
wanted also to deny having ever 
said of Capt. Barrie, “ every body 
knows Bob Barrie, the dog- 
fighter.” 

Mr. Wm. Cobbett said that in 
a conversation he had with the 
Mayor, he certainly used this 
description. 

The Mayor, after a short ex- 
planation of something he admit- 
ted he had said, told Hfr. Wm. 
Cobbett that he had tied — a com- 
pliment that was returned without 
hesitation by the other party. 

A scene of the greatest disorder 
then took place — the voters from 
each side rushing to the poll, and 
striving to see which should ob- 
tain a preference. During this 
disorder, Mr. Wood pulled out a 
book, and said he would show 
that Mr. Cobbett was a friend 
once to Negro Slavery. But the 
noise and tumult which burst forth 
at the moment from the crowd, 
drowned every word he uttered. 
This book was the “ Book of Won- 
ders,” purporting to contain ex- 
tracts from Mr. Cobbett’s writ- 
ings. The noise continuing, Mr. 
Cobbett advanced to the front of 
the hustings, and said, “ Now, 
Woody, i’ll get you a hearing/* 
and he endeavoured to calm the 
multitude. There were a few mo- 
ments of repose, but 'the storm 
began again. 

In the course of yesterday, Mr. 
Cobbett gave in two other Pro- 
tests. 
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State of the Poll, at the Close , 
on Tuesday , June 13. 


Stanley . 

. . 229 

Wood . . 

. . 132 

Barrie . . 

. . 125 

Cobbett . 

. . 107 


MARKETS. 


Average Prices of CORN throngh- 
out England, for the week end- 
ing June 3. 

Per Quarter . 


*. d. 

Wheat . . 57 3 
Barley . . 28 1 1 
Oats .... 23 4 


s. d. 
Rye .... 33 11 
Beans ... 38 2 
| Pease ... 38 3 


Corn Exchange, Mark Lane . 

Quantities and Prices of British 
Corn, &c. sold and delivered in 
this Market, during the week ended 
Saturday, June 3. 


Qra. £. ». d. *. d. 

Wheat.. 4,392 for 13,073 16 7 Average, 59 6 

Barley.. 607 .. 878 4 7 28 11 

Oats.. 10,603 .. 14,024 14 8 26 5 

Rye.... 25 .. 38 11 10 30 10 

Beans.. 638 .... 1,046 17 6 38 11 

Pease.. 94 .... 175 1 2... 37 2 


Friday, June 9. — The arrivals of 
all sorts of English Grain this week 
are small, but there is a considerable 
quantity of Irish Oats. Wheat of 
prime quality fully supports Mon- 
day’s terms, but other kinds are 
nearly unsaleable. Barley, Beans, 
and Pease fully support last quota- 
tions. Oab of fresh quality meet 


buyers readily, but /or other kinds 
there is little demand. 

Monday, June 12. — The arrivals 
since this day se’nnighl are moderate 
of all sorts of Grain, except Oats, of 
which the quantity is considerable, 
owing to many cargoes having come 
in from Ireland. This morning the 
show of samples, fresh up, of all de- 
scriptions of Grain is small. The 
weather being universally considered 
extremely favourable to the Wheat 
crop, which, round London, is now 
starting into ear, and the sup- 
ply of Flour being good, the trade 
for Wheat is, in consequence, con- 
fined almost entirely to prime sam- 
ples, which obtain the terms last 
quoted, but all other qualities are ex- 
cessively heavy in sale. 

There is no trade for Malting Bar- 
ley, and the top price cannot be 
quoted above 30s. per quarter. Grind- 
ing qualities meet no alteration. 
Beans and Pease remain as last 
quoted, with few at Market. v 

The liberated Foreign Oats are 
selling at low prices, which make the 
trade for this article very heavy; and 
except for fine, sweet, stout parcels, 
they may be quoted rather lower 
than this day se’nnight. There is a 
fair demand for fresh Flour. No- 
thing doing in the liberated' Foreign 
Wheat, except for such parcels as are 
perfectly sweet. 

Price on board Ship as under* 

Flour, per sack 50s. — 56s, 

Seconds 42«. — 46s. 

N or tli Country , . 40*. — 43s. 
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Markets* 


POTATOES. 
SpiTALFiELtos, per Ion, 
Ware......; £5 0 to 7 0 

Middlings...... .3 0 — 3 10 

Chats ...0 0—00 

Common Red. .0 0 — 0 0 
Onions, 0* Od.^ Os. 0 d. per bash. 

Borough, per Ton . 

Ware ..... -£6 0 to 7 0 

Middlings 3 0 — 4 0 

Chats 0 0—0 0 

Common Red. .0 0 — 0 0 


764 

HAY and STRAW, per Load. 

Smitfifield . — Hay .... 70s. to 90s. 

Straw.. .34s. to 39s. 
Clover.. 84s. to 110s. 
St. James's. — Hay 4 ...|60s. to 100s. 

Straw . . 30s, to 44s, 
Clover.. 95s. to 110s. 
Whitechapel.— Hay. . . .70s. to 90s. 

Straw... 34s to 42s. 
Clover. .90s. to 115s. 


COUNTRY CORN MARKETS. 

By the Quarteb, excepting where otherwise named; from Wednesday to 
Saturday last, inclusive. 


The Scotch Markets are the Returns of the Week before . 


-Aylesbury 

Banbury.... . . . 

Basingstoke . . . 

Bridport 

. Chelmsford 

Derby 

Devizes 

Dorchester 

Exeter....- 

- Eye 

Guildford 

Henley 

Horncastle 

, Hungerford 

Lewes . .' 

Newbury 

Northampton. ... 
Nottingham . . . 

• Reading 

Stamford. 

Stow market ... 

Swansea 

, Truro ......... 

Uxbridge 

^Warminster 

Winchester...... 

Dalkeith* ... .. 

Haduington* . . . 


Wheat. | 

Barley, i 

Oats. 

Beans. | 

1 s. to s. d. 

s. to s. d. 

s. to s. d. 

s. to 

s. d. 

52 

59 0 

32 

36 0 

26 

30 0 

40 

42 0 

54 

59 0 

28 

32 0 

26 

31 0 

40 

44 0 

50 

65 0 

26 

30 0 

22 

27 0 

45 

50 0 

54 

56 0 

36 

0 0 

20 

22 0 

46 

52 0 

56 

66 0 

28 

30 0 

26 

30 0 

36 

40 0 

58 

64 0 

28 

34 0 

26 

30 0 

42 

46 0 

48 

63 0 

29 

31 0 

26 

32 0 

40 

52 0 

52 

62 0 

25 

29 0 

22 

27 0 

42 

48 0 

60 

64 0 

34 

38 0 

23 

28 0 

28 

32 0 

54 

63 0 

32 

36 0 

24 

30 0 

36 

40 0 

0 

0 0 

0 

0 0 

0 

0 0 

0 

0 0 

58 

72 0 

30 

0 0 

24 

30 0 

44 

48 0 

50 

54 0 

24 

26 0 

20 

23 0 

38 

40 0 

53 

65 0 

22 

30 0 

20 

30 0 

40 

54 0 

52 

64 0 

0 

0 0 

23 

25 0 

0 

0 0 

44 

68 0 

27 

30 0 

24 

32 0 

44 

49 0 

52 

58 0 

30 

32 0 

23 

25 0 

38 

42 0 

57 

0 0 

29 

0 0 

25 

0 0 

43 

0 0 

56 

73 0 

27 

33 0 

19 

27 0 

44 

50 0 

50 

58 0 

27 

30 0 

21 

25 6 

37 

41 0 

0 

0 0 

0 

0 0 

0 

0 0 

0 

0 0 

64 

0 0 

28 

0 0 

24 

0 0 

0 

0 0 

64 

0 0 

35 

0 0 

23 

0 0 

0 

0 0 

0 

0 0 

0 

0 0 

0 

0 0 

0 

0 0 

47 

58 0 

25 

32 0 

23 

26 0 

42 

54 0 

56 

0 0 

29 

0 0 

0 

0 0 

0 

0 0 

28 

31 6 

19 

24 0 

18 

22 0 

19 

21 0 

23 

31 0 

18 

24 0 

17 

23 0 

16 

20 0 


Pease. 
f. to s. d. 

.6 OO 
0 0 
. 0 0 
0 0 

49 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 Q 
0 0 

40 0 
0 0 
48 0 
0 0 
0.0 
0 0 
0 0 
39 0 
0 0 

50 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 

19 6 


0 
0 
0 

36 
0 
0 
0 
0 

36 
0 

42 
0 
0 
0 
0 

38 
0 

43 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

17 

16 . 20 0 


_ c gi veu uy vne oou.— x lieocotcu uvu, *» ** — * 

Kye, Pease, aiid Beaus, is three per ceut. more than 4 bushels. The boll of 
Barley and Oats, is about 6 bushels Winchester, or as 6 to 8 compared with the 
* English quarter. . r 
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Liverpool , June 6. — The arrivals of Grain during the past week to this 
port were tolerably extensive in quantity, and sales to a fair amount were 
effected, chiefly ot Foreign Wheat, now daily expected to he released from 
bond, at about the prices of last Tuesday. At this day’s market there was 
. a good attendance of buyers, when British and Irish Wheats were sold 
at an advance of 2d. per 7ulbs. Oats to a small extent were sold at a de- 
cline of about Id. per 45lbs. Other articles of the trade were also some- 
what lower. 

Imported into Liverpool from the SOth May to the 5th June^ 1826, 
inclusive:— Wheat, 11,855; Barley, 684; Oats, 16,948; Malt, 1,981; 
Beans, 1,527; and Pease, 107 quarters. Flour, 2,466 sacks, per 280 lbs. 
Oatmeal, 3,193 packs, per 240 lbs. 

Guildford, June 3. — Wheat, new, for seed, 13/. 10s. to 18/. 10s. per load. 
Barley, SO*. to 36s.; Oats, 26s. to 34s. ; Beans, 43*. to 50s.; and Peafee, 
grey, 46s. to 49s. per quarter. Tares, 8s. 3d. per bushel. 

Norwich , June 2.-^-We had a liberal supply of good Wheat to-day, 
quite equal to the demand ; prices of Red, from 48s. to 54s. ; White to 58s.; 
Barley but little shown, prices from. 22s. to 27s. ; Oats, 21s. to 27.*.; Beans, 
36s. to 39s.; Peas, 37s. to 40s. per quarter; and Flour, 42s. to 43s. 
per sack. 

Bristol , June 8. — Very little business doing here in the Corn Markets; 
the supplies continue moderate, but equal to the demand. Wheat, from 
4s. 6d. to 7s. 3d. ; Barley, 3s. to 4s. 6d. ; Oats, 2*. 3d. to 3s. 4$d. ; Beans, 
Ss. to 5s. 6d. ; and Malt, 4*. 6d. to 7s. \\d. per bushel, Imperial. Flour, 
Seconds, 30i. to 45s. per hag. 

Wakefield , June 9. — Wheat is again in short supply, and the best fresh 
samples are heavy sale at last week’s prices; anti middling and inferior 
sorts are very dull, and offering on rather lower terms. Oats arc dull with- 
out material variation in prices, but Shelling is in good demand and full as 
dear. Beans are scarce and in fair demand at late prices. — Wheat, Red, 
47.*. to Cl.*.; White, 50s. to 61s. per 60 lbs. ; Barley, 26s. to 28s ; fine, 
29s. per quaiter ; Beans, small, 40s. to 43*. ; tick, 37s. to 40s. per63lbs.; 
Oats, Mealing, new, 12 |d to I3|d. per stone ; Shelling, new, 31s. to 33s. ; 
and Malt, 32s. to 40s. per load. Flour, tine, 45s. to 47s. per sack of 
280lbs. Rapeseed, 14/ to 19/. per last. 

Manchester, June 10. — There has been very little doing in the trade in 
the course of the past week, and prices remain without any material alter- 
ation from this day se’nni^ht. There was a tolerable attendance, and fair 
show of samples, at this day’s market, which ruled extremely dull. Wheat 
moves off slowly, at a reduction of 2 d per bushel. Oats are in moderate 
request, and Id. per 45lb. dearer. Beans very scarce, and ready sale at Is. 
per quarter advance. Flour is in good demand, at a decline of is. per sack. 
Other articles as last noted. — Wheat, English, 58s. 3d. to 08s. Id. ; Irish, 
53s. 8d. to 65s. Id. ; Foreign, 48s. to 60s. 10 d.; Barley, 26s. 8d. to 30s.; 
Oats, Irish, 23s. Id. to 30° 2d. ; Pease, 44s. to 56s. per quarter, Winches- 
ter; Beans, F.nglish, 46s. to 49s. ; Irish, 44s. to 46s. per auarter, 63lbs; 
per bushel; Malt, 34s. to 43s. per load of six imperial bushels; Flour, 37*. 
to 49s. per bag of 280lbs. ; Oatmeal, English, 32s. to 34s. ; Irish, 26s. to 
33s. per load of 240 lbs. ; Bran, broad, Is. Id., to Is. 3d. per 20 lbs. 

Wisbeach, June 10.— The supply of Oats and Beans is short, of Wheat 
good.— Red Wheat, 50s. to 56s. ; White ditto, 56*. to 58s.; Oats, 20s. to 
25*. ; and Beans, S8*. to 40s. per quarter. 
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COUNTRY CATTLE and MEAT MARKETS, &c. 

fr Norwich Castle Meadow, June 10. — We had only a small supply of fat 
Cattle to this day’s market, prices from 7s. to 7s. 6d. per stone of 14lbs. sink- 
ing offal. The supply of Store Stock was very large, what few Scots were 
sold, were from 4s. to 4s. 6d . per stone when fat ; we had also a good sup- 
ply of ShortJIorns, many of them sold, prices from 3s. to 3s. 9 d. per stone. 

Homcastle , June 10. — Beef, 7s. to 7s. 6d. per stone of 14 lbs. ; Mutton, 
6d. to 7 d.; Lamb, 7 d. to 8 d . ; and Veal, 7 d. to 8 d. per lb. 

Manchester , June 7. — At this day’s market we had ,a good supply of 
Sheep and Cattle, (the latter chiefly Irish,) which were more than equal to 
the demand, still holders would not submit to any reduction in prices in the 
early part of the day, but at the close our quotations were barely supported, 
r— Beef, 6d. to 7 c?. ; Mutton, 5 §</. to 6§d. ; Lamb, 6d. to 7c?.; Veal, 6d. to 
7 %d. ; and Pork. 3 §c?. to 5c?. per lb. sinking offal. 

At Morpeth Market, on Wednesday, the 7th inst., there was a good 
supply of Cattle, Sheep, and Lambs, the former sold readily at last week’s 
prices ; the latter met with dull sale : prices rather lower. — Beef, from 5s. 
Od. to 6s. 6d.; Mutton, 7s. to 8 s. ; and Lamb, 8$. 3d. to 9s. 3d. per stone, 
sinking offal. 


AVERAGE PRICE OF CORN, sold in the Maritime Counties of 
England and Wales, for the Week ended June- 3, 1826. 


Wheat. Barley. Oats . 

s . d. 3. d. s .* d. 

London* 60 6.... 29 3.... 25 10 

Essex 60 10.... 28 11.... 25 10 

Kent 59 10.... 29 4.... 26 i 

Sussex 54 3 30 0... 24 10 

Suffolk 56 '6... ’.29 2.... 27 2 

Cambridgeshire 55 3.... 29 8.... 22 8 

Norfolk .53 10 24 8 .... 25 0 

Lincolnshire 55 7.... 27 6.. ,.2l~ 4 

Yorkshire 54 9.... 27 4.... 20 4 

Durham .58 1. . . .36 O. . . .28 2 

Northumberland 54 0....31 0....24 6 

Cumberland 60 11.... 28 10.... 23 4 

Westmoreland 64 4.... 36 10.... 23 9 

Lancashire 60 8 .... 0 0. . . .24 9 

Cheshire 61 5 0 0....24 3 

Gloucestershire... 58 7.... 33 5.... 26 4 

Somersetshire ..58 9.... 30 8... '.23 5 

Monmouthshire .68 1 1 .... 38 1 ... .26 4 

Devonshire..... ,.69 1.... o 0.... 0 0 

Cornwall 62 8 30 11 23 7 

Dorsetshire 65 7. ...27 2.... 23 7 

Hampshire 55 6.... 29 2.... 24 3 

North Wales .... ..61 7.... 34 8....21 5 

South Wales ... 58 1 26 10 19 4 


The London Average is always that of the Week preceding. 
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TO THE READERS The tone of the Broad Sheet has 

0 F T H E REGISTER, changed considerably, since it has 
_ been so manifest that ths one 

The publishing of the Regis- grand object, with all parties, Was 
ter has been delayed, in expecta- t0 prevent, by any means, no mat- 
tion of receiving copy from Pres- ler bow unlawful or how vile, the 
ton. None has arrived; and it is success of Mr. Cobbett at Pres- 
supposed that Mr. Cobbett did not ton - Therefore, even the extracts 
choose to write any thing about ^ “re now inserted in the Re- 
that which now wholly possesses « i «‘ er “ re » b Y no mean9 > to 
his attention, until he might have looked bpon as being authentic, 
leisure to give his readers a detail ^ r ' Cobbett’s old friends at 
of all the illegal practices that Coventry may be assured, that he 
have been resorted to, in order to has been > b J no means » “ n 
prevent the good people of Pres- Crested observer of their late 

ton from sending him to Parlia- eontest - For ,heir aUacbn >ent to 

went as their chosen Representa- hira ’ and tbeir remerabrance of tbe 

treatment he experienced in their 
_ 2 B 

Printed and Pnbliahed by William Cobbett, No. 183, Fleet street. 

[ENTERED AT STATIONERS' HALL.] 
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town, at the hands of the “ Rich 
Ruffians” and those of their dis- 
carded Members, he entertains 
the warmest gratitude. 

At the time when Mr. Cobbett 
had so fair a prospect of becoming 
one of the representatives for 
Coventry, all parties joined (as 
they have done now at Preston) 
to keep him out. Mr. Ellice 
was supported then very differ- 
ently to What he has been sup- 
parted novf. Then he wa$ sup- 
ported and assisted, in all sorts of 
ways, . by every Whig, every 
ha.pger-qn of the Whigs, and by 
all the pretended Reformers in 
the kingdom. Those who did not 
dsuce do it openly, worked tor him 
la. ’ secret, and under-handedly. 
The case was very different at the 
Igte contest; Mr. Cobbett was 

to be tricked out of his election, 

■ 

at another plane; and it being 
matter of little or no consequence 
Whether Mr. Ellic$ were re- 
turned qr not, he was left to shift 
%“ himself.— If Mr. Ellice had j 
joined Mr. Cobbett, instead of 
choosing t%t very worthy per- 1 


Readers. >772 

aonage Peter Moore for acok 
league, he, Mr. Ellice, might 
have Seen sure of his seat now; 
and that he knows well. He 
made his choice, and he has 
reaped the reward he merited.— 
During the election of 1820 it 
was asserted by several persons, 
who witnessed the whole transact 
tion , that Mr. Ellice, in the 
height of his seal to keep Mr. 
Cobbett out of Parliament, sent 
a band of hired ruffians to attack 
him, as he was standing alone in 
the street. Mr. Ellice may 
have recollected this circum- 
stance, when he was being sa- 
luted, by his constituents, with 
paving stones ; or should this trait 
of pure Whigism never have 
obtruded itself upon his recollec- 
tion, perhaps he may call to mind 
his address to the “ Rich Rut 
flans,” at the dose of the elec- 
tion, r in which he congratulated 
himself and them, upon having 

“ beaten SEDITION.” 

. / 

An implicit'reliance on news- 
paper intelligence has never been 
on, -the catalogue of Mr; Cob * 
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sm^B fallings, therefore he db€r 
ml quite believe tbe fact of Mr. 
Ellice having told a Cobbeltite, 
(during the heat of his late violent 
contest at Coventry,) that he 
u earnestly desired to see Mr. 
“ 'Cobbett in Parliament; and 
u that should money be wanted 
“to secure so desirable an ob- 
u ject, his (Mr. Ellice’s) purse 
u should 1>e unstrung. ” — Mr. 
Cobbett needed not this, to con- 
firm him in his opinion of Mr. 
Ellice’s sincerity. 

The people of Coventry may 
net have gained much in their 
change of Members ; but they, as 
well as Mr. Cobbett, derive some 
comfort in reflecting, that, at aU 
events, they are no worse off than 
they were before. 

London, June 23, 1826. 
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PROTESTS TO THE MAYORS 

No. Yf. 

To Nicholas Grimshaw , Mayor, 
and to the other Returning 
Officers of the Borough of 
Preston , in the County of Lan* 
caster . 

The REMONSTRANCEantl PRO- 
| TEST of the undersigned Etectonr 
of the Borough of Preston, 
Sheweth, 

That the present mode of taking 
the poll, at the election now go«g> 
on, is unlawful, partial, unjust, -and- 
manifestly tending to deprive us, or^ 
at least many of us, -of out right of 
voting. 

That we cannot at our will get to 
the 9pot.appointed for polling ; that 
we are obstructed^ in our passage totha 
poll by bar9, erected by* your orders^ 
and by constables stationed by you, 
or 'kept there by your refusal 
cause them to he removed; that, 
there are four distinct avenues, 'or* 
entrances, to the polling place, one* 
allotted for the voters floe eaehcan* 
didate; thus:— 


Juke 24 , 10W. 


A Avenue forBarrie. 

a. 

a. 

Avenue for Wood, b* 

Avenuefor Stanley, a. | 

Place for the 
Voters to -stand. 

| a. Avenue for Cobbett., 


Place for the PoH-Cierk. 


That at b.b.b.b. constables, or | are not introduced by the agents of 
police - people are stationed with I the several candidates j that* at a. d. 
staves, to keep back all persons that | a. a, are four bars, where constables 

262 
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stand to keep back the voters ; that 
the voters are admitted, through the 
bars, to the polling-box, one at a 
time ; that, the constables admit (or 
rather affect to admit) one voter of 
one of the candidates, and then one 
of another, and so on, until there 
has been one voter polled for each 
candidate. 

. That thus, even supposing the ad- 
mission through the bars to be im- 
partial, all the evils and all the injus- 
tice of the tally system still remain ; 
that the polling is rendered so slow, 
that the whole of the electors can 
never be polled at this election ; that 
the Candidate who has a great num- 
ber of voters can poll no faster than 
the Candidate who has a small num- 
;ber, even if the admission at the bars 
be impartial ; that, however, this ad- 
• mission is far from being impartial; 
that it is, on the contrary, flagrantly 
partial and most audaciously unjust; 
that the Mayor declared, on the 13th 
instant) at twenty-five minutes before 
eleven o’clock, that there should be 
separate doors of entrance for the 
voters of the several candidates ; 
that application was repeatedly made 
tethe Mayor to permit the voters to 
come forward as they can, in order to 
poll; that he refused this permission, 
and that, while’ he has, in words, de- 
nied that he authorizes a voting by 
turns, he sees constables, before his 
fece, drive voters backhand insist 
Upon voting by turns • 

That it is evident to us, that all 
these contrivances have, for their ob- 


ject to prevent Mr. Cobbett, who, we 
are convinced, has a great majority 
of the votes, from being returned to 
Parliament; and, therefore, we so- 
lemnly protest against these contri- 
vances. 

That we are now oyer-awed by a 
military force ; that there are two 
bodies of horse and one of foot sta- 
tioned in the town; that there is no 
riot in, nor any public dissatisfaction, 
other than that which arises from 
your proceedings in this election; 
that the Mayor has, three several 
times, threatened the people with 
the calling in of a militaiy force; 
that that force is now here, and that 
this completes the set of contri- 
vances for’preventing the voice of the 
electors from prevailing. 

We, therefore, demand, that the 
military be sent out of the town ; we 
protest against their presence here ; 
and we protest against all your above- 
stated contrivances and proceedings. 

(Signed) John Earner 
John Troin. 

Joseph CusselL 
Richard Bradshaw* 
John Thompson . 
John Dickinson • 

J. A. Park. 

TV. P. Staines • 
Joseph Parker* 

John Nasmith. 

Dated at Preston, this 15th 
day of June, 1826. 
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No. VII. 

To Nicholas Grimshaw , Mayor , 
one? to fAe o/Aer Returning 
Officers of the Borough of 
Preston. 

• 

The PROTEST of me, WILLIAM 
COBBETT, one of the Candi- 
dates at this present Election, 

Sheweth, 

That you have, notwithstanding 
my former protests, persevered in 
your illegal mode of taking the poll ; 
that you still persevere in that mode, 
even after my verbal protest of this 
morning ; that, therefore, while I 
shall not, in any way whatever, either 
by bringing up men to poll, or by 
examinations into the validity of 
votes, or by any other means, give 
countenance to these your illegal 
proceedings, I hereby protest against 
them, and against any return that 
you may make as the result and 
effect of those proceedings. 

WM. COBBETT. 

Dated at the Hustings, Preston , 

June 19, 1826. 


PROCEEDINGS AT 
PRESTON. 

[From the Morning Herald , June 15.) 

Preston, 15 tk June. 

Mr. Cobbett looking towards 
Mr. Stanley, whose face was di- 
rected towards his side of the 
hustings, which he appeared to 
be surveying through his glass— 
“ See that fellow quizzing me— 
Til quiz him too ; ” and he scoop- 
ed his hand and held it up to his 
eye, as if to look through it at 
Mr. Stanley. 

Mr. Cobbett — There is Mr. 
Stanley for you — the handsomfe 
gentleman — the favourite of the 
ladies of Preston, forsooth. Do 
you know' what 1 the only thing 
in the way of favour that I heard 
he received, was one of them 
spat on him. This is the favomr 
that the nice Mr. Stanley gets 
from* the ladies. It reminds me 
of the French epigram which I 
have seen in the translation. It 
runs thus — 

•« I’d excuse you, my dear, for disguising your 
love, 

<< But why did you kick me down stairs ? *’ 

— (Great laughter and cheering 
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fiwrvthefccwwjpd, mixed with bus- 
ings from, the hustings) In the 
same way tb» handsome fa- 
vourite of the ladies may re- 
peat— 

** Pd excuse you, my dear, for disguising your 

. R>*e> 

« But why did you spit in ray face ?” 

j(Great uproar.) He then pro- 
jCeeded to complain of the way in 
which the polling was conducted. 
What dees Mr.. Mayor hope to 
do l How could the: voters come 
.up? There were plenty of forti- 
fications, God knows! — and Mr. 
Mayor wanted to. make Members 
of Parliament out of scantlings 
and deal boards. This was his 
way of returning Members to 
JParliament, 

In the evening Captain Barrie 
addressed a large concourse of 
persons. A stern chase, said he, 
was a long one — but at last the 
best ship won. Let her be only 
light rigged, well built and man- 
ped—let the enemy be made of 
green wood — and, a man? o’ war 
•to * jolly boat, the chaser would 
gat a-head in a knot's time. Who 


AT. PWSSTOM. fpd 

talked of hauling in % who talked 
of taking in canvass 1 — not he. 
He quit the good ship Preston ! 
Shiver his timbers if he’d not 
stick to her while a plank was 
afloat. He waj too old a sailor, 
had been out in aH weathers, 
“ see’d too much sarvicef’ to 
lower his- flag to the saucy signal 
of such fresh-water mariners, as 
he saw alongside of him. 

Friday Morning, 

All goes on quietly. The poll- 
ing is proceeding more rapidly. 
Mr. Wood i9 still absent, but he 
is represented by Dr. Crompton 
and other friends. 

Upon one occasion* when. Mr. 
Wood charged Captain Barriers 
party with creating unnecessary 
delay, merely to gain time, for 
that the gallant Captain had not a 
shot in his loqker— 

Captain Barrie — L et me tell 
you there are more shots in my 
locker than ever you'll he able to 
stand to.„ ^ 
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State of the Poll on Friday 
Night : — 

Stanley *. . 730 

Wood „ • ; . 432 

Barrie .... 403 

Cobbett . . . 32 i 

. A* soon/ an the Mayor had an- 
nounced the state of the Folli 

Mr« Cobbett stepped forward 
on the hustings, and said, “ Gen- 
tlemen”-— 

•, The Matos — Adjourn the 
Court* 

Mr. Cobbett — I say, Gentle- 
men — 

The May os, — Adjourn the 
Court. 

The Crier adjourned the Court 
. Mar. Cobbbtt— T he Captain 
hat called upon you to abjure 
the Pape* I who am a Protest- 
ant, and do not like the Pope 

gpite so well as other people, per- 
haps think that k would be as well 
|o. abjure the devil. — (Great 
laughing and hisses from the 
hustings). The devil I under- 
stand is going about this town in 
the? shape of hribery $. and I think, 


m 

mind I do not say positively &at 
I will— but 1 think I'll put the 
oath for abjuring this devil of 

hribery to-morrow* — (Aye, aye 

toll them may starvation seise 
them if they don’t vote for ym-* 
Great tumult.) Sam Horteek^ 
who is here before you, told you 
not loug ago, that; he would twt 
become a candidate, because" be 
did not wish that the promises 
which were made by the electors 
should be violated. That s ame 
Sam Horrocks h now calling oft 
his father’s men, as I understand^ 
to break the promises given toMr. 
Wood, and vote for Captain Baft 
rie. This is what f hear. I imy 
be misinformed. 

Mr. Horrocks — Ydu are 
informed. 

(Here the confbsion became 
very great) 

I Mr. Hodoins (one of Mf, 
Cobbett’s Committee) — Po not 
strive taput us dawn by clamour. 
Is ittrue or is; it not that Mr. Hpry 
rocks did what he is charged with? 
If it is, hiss away; if not, sfij 
so. 
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Mr. Blackhurst (Gapt. Bar- 
rie’s agent)-— Mr. Horrocks has 
said it is not true. 

% Mr. Cobbett— The Scripture 
Bays, that fire shall consume the 
dealers in bribery ; it holds ac- 
4ifeed the perjurer and the false 
swearer. The man who induces 
another, by' threats or any other 
Cleans, to swear that which is 
against that other’s conscience, is 
guilty of subornation of perjury. 
Show tae the man that has done 
this. I do not know it of my own 
knowledge.— (Great tumult.) 

Mr. Hodgins. — -Well, then, 
let me nhme names ; John Brown 
told me in the presence of Mr. 
Cobbett, that he was discharged 
by Mr. Paley, because he said he 
Would vote for Mr. Cobbett. — 
(Cries from the hustings, “It’s a 
lie, it’sa lie;” great confusion, 
during which the Mayor with the 
officers retired*) 

Mr. Cobbett — I say, show me 
the man that has done this ; has 
compelled another to take the oath 
against his conscience; let me 
know who he is; let me have 


at Preston. t84 

proof of his crime; let me hut 
know his name, and I will nail it 
up for ever to the gallows tree. It 
shall be known from Penzance to 
John o’ Groat’s. I t shall standee- 
cursed; it shall be a bye-word in 
the mouths of all men ; it shall 
stink in their nostrils; better for 
him he had never been born. ' 
Here Mr. Cobbett turned round, 
and found that all had left the hus- 
tings ; but Captain Barrie and his 
party; who were all engaged in 
loudly hissing and hooting. He 
and his party then set up such 
a hooting, that the Captain and 
his friends were obliged to retire. 
As soon as the triumphant party 
saw the enemy retire, their boot- 
ings became still more loud and 
scornful. 

Mr* Cobbett then went into his 
carriage and paraded the streets. 
Sir T. Beevor was in the carriage 
When he arrived at his ian, he 
again addressed the crowd.— “ I 
told young Horrocks at the hus- 
tings just now, that he, notwith- 
standing what he said about not 
wishing^ to break protaises, had 
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actually compelled his men to 
vote for Barrie, although they 
promised to vote for Wood ; and 
when 1 said this up to his teeth, 
and asked him if it was true, he 
did not deny it— (He certainly 
did deny it in very audible terms.) 
Here you see the sort of tricks 
that are resorted to. But 1 shall 
break the election. I am as sure 
of another election taking place as 
I am of my existence, in conse- 
quence of the steps I shall take. 
But I am desirous of not waiting 
lor that— I want to be in Parlia- 
ment before then ; and, therefore, 
I want to get in now instead of in 
six months’ time. Now all of you 
who have promised Wood your 
votes, think of this— that he can- 
not get in; and the only hope 
there is of our putting out the 
Captain between us, is by Wood’s 
throwing his interest into my scale. 
Now then, all you who said you 
would give Wood a vote, remem- 
ber that if you do so, you vote 
against me, mind that ; you help 
to keep me out. Everyman of 
you who promises Wood, will 


vote against me if he votes for 
Wood. Keep this in mind, and 
come to poll in time. 

Under the window of Mr. Stan- 
ley’s Committee room, one of the 
men of his party got up on a 
ladder which was fixed against 
the wall, to address a good large 
crowd — “ Gentlemen — (a laugh, 
a hem), I followed Maister Cob- 
bett’s colours for some time, .but I 
was starved to death; I was as 
dry as a chip, and not a sup could 
I get. I came to Maister Stan- 
ley’s Committee, and they behaved 
like gentlemen to me ; real gentle - 
men ; they gave me clothes , meat , 
and drink , and even a bed to lie 
on , as I was not used to.” Some 
of the more knowing ones of the 
same party, thinking that this sort 
of intelligence would do no good f, 
very soon dethroned the orator. 

The crowd very soon retired in 
good humour. 

Saturday Morning* 

The whole of the troops that 
were stationed here since Monday 
left the town this morning. 
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\Fromthc Morning, Herald, June 19 .] 
Preston, June 17. 

The agents of Captain Barrie 
were thrown into the greatest 
alaxm this morning,' in conse- 
quence of the partial success of 
What they state to have been an 
unexampled, trick — out of the tal- v 
lies of this candidate, as they 
were brought up, several at the 
critical moment gave plumpers 
for Mr. Cobbett. Upon investi- 
gation it appeared,, that there was 
good reason to believe that some 
of the. more determined support- 
ers of Mr. Cobbett had purposely 
contrived to get into the enemy’s 
camp, and array themselves in 
his colours, in order, by giving 
their votes, against him afterwards, 
to make the greater impression 
upon, his forces. Whatever, the 
cause may be,, it is certain that 
several of the voters came- up in 
Capt* Barrie’s tally who plumped 
loir Mr*. Cobbett, and were re- 
. ceived by his partisans, when they 
had done so amidst the greatest 
cheering. 


m 

Shortly before? five o’clock, Me, 
Cobbett came upon the hustings 
and was saluted, with acclaauu 
tions from the, area, in front, f aa4 
hisses from the booths. He. took 
his station in front of the hustings^ 
near a post, around which be 
clung as t usual, and from. thaf 
position, he kept up a sort, of dia? 
logue with the persons who were 
immediately under, him. Ad^ 
dressing himself to the voters, whe 
were still in Mr. Wood y. tally 
box— “ Depend upon it he can’t 
come in — the best thing he can 
do is to give me his votes— Green, 
can’t come in, that’s certain-^ 
every vote given to him is given 
for the Captain and against 
me. » 

Sprae of the men said that they 
would sooner do any thing than 
that the Captain should come in., 

Mr. Cobbett. — But it’s certain 
though Green can’t.come in, that 
if I don’t come in, the Captainwill, 
But observe how we will ride oyer 
them on Monday morning, or, at 
farthest, on Wednesday. Keep 
steady, and we beat them in spite 
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safiall.thmf trapsaiiA contrivances, 
foeir scantlings, and deal boards. 
•—{Cheers and laughter from the 
asea.) Ofo, oh, don’t laugh, it’s a 
gnat crime to laugh in the pre- 
sence of the Captain. — [Here 
Hr. Cobbett nodded to the crowd, 
abdtbenpeeped from behind the 
pest significantly atCaptaia Bar- 
rife-— “ See/’ mid a voice, “ how 
he eyes, him.”} — Mr. Cobbett : A 
cat inay look at a king, you know, 
why may I not look at the Cap- 
tain? — (Great laughter and ap- 
plause.) Pray don’t laugh ; don’t 
laugh at the Paarlfttment, or they'll 
send you abroad for seten years; 
and if you laugh a second: time, 
ftfiy’U - 8 end you abroad for your 
laugh). See how we 
sha& Come upon- 'em next week, 
•& spite of their fortifications ; 
thane a regular bastion (point- 
ing to foebarriers before the has* 
ting* through which the tallies 
wore admitted)— -look, here is a 
fosse* fofeig an embrasure; never 
wind, we shall he at ’em on Mon- 
day. 

TheiMUyoft thenarinauucedfoe 


state of the poll, up. to ita close 
that day, as followa:-^ 

Stanley . .— . 945 

Wood . . . 538 

Barrie . , . 586 

Cobbett . . . 44® 

Mr. Cobbett — Four hundred 
and forty-two plumpers! 

While the Crier was adjou^a? 
ing the Court, 

Mr. Cobbett addressed the asr 
semblage. 

Gentlemen, — I told you last 
night that certain of the masters 
were discharging their men be- 
cause they voted for me. I bold 
in my hand foe affidavits of three 
men (mentioning their names) who 
worked for J ohn Paiey. Two of 
those were turned away because 
they said they would vote for me^ 
and foe other was tamed away ’for 
having said that he would not vote 
for Captain Barrie. My opinion 
is, that foe mail who turns off' Mk 
workman, or Who threatens to turn 
him* off because He wi&not take 
an oath contrary to his codsolf 
ence, . commits acrime ih foe ey® 
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of the law. — (Great applause.) 
My opinion is, that if the matter 
of these affidavits be true, they 
will form the ground of an appli- 
cation to the Court of King’s 
Bench ; and if true, I promise you 
that I will cause that application 
to be made. I promise to have 
those injured and oppressed men 
redressed. — (Applause.) The men 
are here now present ; here are the 
affidavits; I pledge myself that 
the application for legal redress 
shall be made, and if there be a 
law for punishing persons guilty 
of such offences, that punishment 
shall , fall on the wicked master 
who could have committed such a 
foul act. — (Cheers.) Can there 
be in this world a more odious 
act of tyranny? Suppose that it 
is not, legally speaking, a crime ; 
but look at the act itself. Consi- 
der the cruelty, the injustice, the 
barbarity of a master coming to a 
Workman, and telling , him, that 
unless he voted for the man 
whom perhaps he detested,-— who, 
perhaps, he thought and was 
convinced would, by being in 
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Parliament, do more harm than 
he would do good, unless he 
voted for such a man, this master 
telling him he would dismiss him, 
and reduce him and his wife and 
family to beggary.— (Cries of 
“ Shame.”) Never has there been 
in this world a more detestable 
act of tyranny. I defy any man 
to -produce me an act by even the 
Dey of Algiers, of more consum- 
mate tyranny. — (Great cheering.) 

I say this to encourage you to re- 
sist the mandates of these oppres- 
sive masters. I, myself, would 
be ready to share the last six- 
pence I had in the world, with 
the man who was the victim of 
such oppression. Be ye but 
unanimous, however, and ye will 
force these tyrants to submit— 
submit they must— and if they do 
not, the loss finally will be their 
own. The poor man has a re- 
source in his extremity — he has 
the land to go to — he can be re- 
lieved at his parish. When I g® 
from this, I shall leave a person 
behind me, who will receive at an 
appointed place the account of all 
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those cases of oppression ; and if 
I do not see justice done — if ven- 
geance is not wreaked on the 
heads of these tyrants, to them 
and to you shall I give the power 
of depriving me for ever of that 
which I value most in this world, 
your esteem. —(Cheers.) Last 
night I told you, in the face of 
young Horrocks, that in the re- 
script, bull, or whatever else 
these Cotton Lords may choose to 
call the address which he issued 
you, he declined standing a 
poll, as he found that promises 
had been made by the electors, 
and he would not have them vio- 
lated. He did not know at that 
time that many of those promises 
had been made to me; but the 
moment he found out that, then 
he resolved that those promises 
should be broken— 4hen he de- 
termined to have those pledges 
\ 

violated in favour of his friend 
Captain Barrie. I stated these 
facts to his face last night on these 
hustings; and he never dared to 
deny them. And yet that base, 
paltry, sycophantic lying thing, 


called the Preston Chronicle 
(You mean the Pilot,) — No, the 
Chronicle says he did deny it. That 
base thing that could bear what 
Mr. Stanley said of me, could 
hear all that very well, but had a 
deaf ear for my reply; that 
wretched thing, that reptile of 
ink and dirty paper, that crea- 
ture said that Horrocks denied 
my charge on the hustings. Did 
you hear him !— (Cries of no.) 

Mr. Wilcockson (Editor of 
the Chronicle ) — I certainly heard 
him. 

Mr. CoBBEtT— No; you did; 
not; and yet we are told that 
when Horrocks attempted to 
speak, his friends begged of him 
not to do so. Why, he reminds 
me of the Epitaph that was put 
over some very guilty person— 
for the very same words may be 
used with reference to Horrocks, 
Lie still if you're wise, 

You’re d — d if you rise. 

(Great laughing.) So his friends 
seem to think of Horrocks — he's 
wise if he bolds his tongue ; but 
open his mouth, and he’s d— d. 
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K'Horrocks is here bow let him 
speak. 

We. Gobbett then having bid 
the crowd good might, withdrew 
from the hustings, and after pa- 
rading the streets, arrived at the 
Castle Inn> befpre which *a large 

concourse had been collected. 

The Reporter for this purpose, 
oh going into the room, where 
from the beginning he had been l 
permitted by Sir T. Reovor, to? 
Whom he had applied for the pur- 
pose, to. take n place with other 
strangers, was met by Mr. Cob- 
bett, Who said to him, “1 don’t 
want you here, Sir— or «ny one 
from that d— *-d lying Morning 
Herald. 

The Reporter then retired, and 
is* unable of course to give a re- 
port of What was ftirther said by 
Mr. Gobbcftt. 

vThis proceeding againstthe Re- 
porter appears to be the result of 
some alleged misrepresentation in 
the Herald, Mr. Cobbett’s son 
early in the day mentioned to the 
Reporter that a mis-statement ap- 
peared m the Herald* 


[From the Morning Herat# , June 21. J 

Preston , June 19, 182$. ; 

The Mayor anddifferertt can- 
didates having taken their ^jflaees* 
on the hustings, • ' 

Mr. Cobbett addressed hw 
Worships — f carmotj Sir, permit' 
the polling to be resumed this 1 
morning without once more wb~:. 
lemnly protesting against, the 
mode of proceeding which you 
are now pursuing; You have 
erected these fortifications which i 
I now see around me, for no ether 
purpose than to prevent the ho- 
nest electors of Preston from ex- 
ercising the lights which belong 
to them. Gn Saturday last, mm: 
man presented himself * r at ihesfr 
hustings to poll, you refused te 
listen to him, and yon ordered 
‘your constables to turn him-hadt 
from the bar. I protest . ag a maft 
this. I protest against all youare^ 
doing. These contrivances, 
enable you to tell beforehand ft* 1 
which of the candidates- it isdtoafc 
any elector before you is aboufcto 
vote $ these contrivances, Sfoy l 


Digitized by 


Google 



W June 2 

say, further enable you to cause 
the elector to undergo an exami- 
nation, or to let him pass without 
one, according as the interests of 
the candidates for whom he is 
about to vote respectively seem 
to you to require. In short, Sir, 
they give you the power to cause 
to be put into Parliament any of 
the candidates whom you think it 
fit to return. Therefore, once 
more, against all these contri- 
vances — these barriers — these 
bars — against all these obstacles 
to the free and unrestrained ad- 
mission of the electors of Preston 
to the poll, I once more, and in 
the* presence of all the people 
here assembled, do solemnly give 
in my protest. — (Cheers, and 
great uproar.) 

The Mayor — And I, in the 
presence of the same assemblage, 
do as solemnly declare, that I 
never gaVe any directions for the 
raising of these barriers. I have 
no knowledge of them. They 
were constructed solely by virtue 
Of an agreement entered into be- 
tween the candidates, you your- 
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self being one. We knew whom 
we had to deal with, so we took 
care not to take anything upon* 
ourselves. (Hisses and applause!) 

Mr. Cobbett — What, these 
bars ! — these fortifications! 

The Mayor — No interruption. 
Sir. I left the mode of proceed- 
ing to be arranged entirely be- 
tween the candidates. The ar~ 
rangements which have been 
made, appear to answer very 
well. There has been no incon- 
venience felt on any side, and 
when you are absent, eyery things 
has gone on with the greatest re- 
gularity. — (Uproar and hisses 
from the crowd in the area, 
mingled with applause fr6m the 
hustings.) 

Mr. Cobbett — I repeat thtft 
yon have erected these bars and 
contrivances — I never was a party 
to their being raised — you caused 
them to be put up two days be- 
fore the commencement of the 
election. — (Great confusion.) 

The Mayor — You like to be 
heard yourself, but you will not 
let any body else be heard; Ihift 
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is your way. I repeat that the 
whole arrangements were left to 
yourselves. They have been pro- 
ductive of the greatest regularity, 
except when you are here. , Now 
as to your insinuations, that I 
favour those in the interest of one 
candidate more than those who 
support another, why, every body 
present will bear me out in say- 
ing that my conduct here will ad- 
mit of no such construction. — 
There is not a man here will at- 
tempt to say that I have shown 
partiality to any candidate. 1 
know of no parties. I have no 
feelings in favour of one mere 
than another-— you are all the 
same to me. 

Several of the electors, whose 
appearance did not warrant such 
a designation, gave in their cer- 
tificates the word “ Gentleman,” 
as their description. This was at 
first objected to in some instances, 
but it was permitted to be adopt- 
ed in the beginning. However, 
, the instances of such an assump- 
tion having multiplied, it was re- 
solved by the agents to require a 
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more defined description. The 
first or second elector who came 
from Mr. Wood's tally box having 
designated himself as a gen- 
tleman- on his certificate, the 
agent of Capt. Barrie examined 
him. , '' 

What are you, Sir 1— A gentle- 
man. 

How, long are you a gentle- 
man ? — As long as you are. 

Pray how long is that! — I am 
as much a gentleman as you were 
the other night, when you came 
with your men to insult us before 
Mr. Wood's window. | 

Have you not been a journey- 
man bricklayer ! —Prove it if I 
be! 

Well, does not your wife sell ve- 
getables ? — Yes, she does. 

Has Bhe not a stall in the 
market of Preston! — Yes, she 
has. 

The Mayor observed,” that he 
was not very particular in gene- 
ral about the claims of any per- 
son to the designation of a gen- 
tleman ; but then he thought it 
necessary that there should be 
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something in the appearance and 
way of life of the party so nearly 
approaching to the character of a 
gentleman, as to raise some pre- 
tence or another for assuming it. 
He did not mean to speak disre- 
spectfully of the elector at the 
bar ; but he really thought, that 
he would be very much misled if 
he were to take the character of 
a gentleman, as the means of 
quoting him in any subsequent in- 
quiry, about a person, whose wife 
was in the habit of selling vege- 
tables in the market. 

Elector.— She does not come 
up to poll. 

Agent. — We know that, but 
her husband' does. 

The Mayor directed that the 
man should' be set aside, in order 
to amend the description in the 
certificate by the substitution ot 
some more definite expression. 

The next elector having been 
asked, at the proper time, for 
whom he would vote ! — replied, 
,f For Mr. Cobbett, a plumper, 
and d — n all t> fanny ! ” clench- 
ing his fist, and raising it^ in a de- 
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fying manner, to the Mayor and 
the other candidates. ' * 

'Monday Evening* > 

Mr. Cobbett took his departure 
this evening from 'town He in-' 
timated before he went, .that he- 
wished to take the benefit of the: 
sea air, that probably he would 
not return for a day, but that still 
the poll would be kept open. * 

Mr. Cobbett, as soon as th& 
state of the poll was announced,' 
addressed the electors as follows:; 
“ Gentlemen, you ' are all aware: 
that we now have 'a triple alii-: 
auce of these Candidates, and the> 
object of this triple alliance,, as ' 
you all know likewise, is to keep; 
me out of Parliament.’ But you , 
are not all acquainted with the* 
nature of the reward that is to bee 
given to the members of this alli-~ 
ance. You know that only two* 
can be seated ; there are two* 
seats, and only two can fill them.' 
But 1 understand from. London * 
lately, that all three are to be re* ; 
warded.— (A laugh.) It is. said : 
in the first place, that the honour** r 

2 Q 
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Ufa, and ifery’mafcbspitt^ upi>tf --(Shouts^laught^ 

Mr. Stanley— ^greal htugbtOr and of the court fo to Be Ru^UsW, tlw 
cheers), is to be master of the newspaperman fcbi A , Liverpool? 
ceteihOhiea, he being such a fa- and that the humanity of the eOeflf 
Wwwtte wHh Uie ladies^iimste# of may be eqnal to its atihty lfii*¥y 
the ceremonies at the Opera- Blackburt is fo be secretary 4 " 
kshSef when a collection is to be (Laughter.) JfoW, Getttfetaeh> at 1 
madel for the starving people to the Captain, I hear, Idoifot 
of the mannfaeturin g districts— say it is true, but I am inforihCd 
(Great laughing* and cries of that the €apta& fe 40 be m<fe tit 
“10/.” that being the amount of Mr . Irish Peer-^Laughter) Whbre* 
S/s contributions td the Fund for mainder, in ca$e of lb# folidrif 
the Relief of the Manufacturers); at issue, that is .to SOy, if. iflP 
the starving people, I say, who shall hate no children, With 
ate robbed of theirdinners by the remainder to one of his high* 
tax-eaters. — (Load cheers.) His est bred bull dogs, of* to y0ttog 
ensfgh of office is to be a banner Horrocks. — (Universal laughing,' 
with a starving weaver painted in whieh Mr. Horrocks himself 
upon it* and a long robe Of Oil, heartily joined.) But, fcfentfcr*' 
skin tO clothe him, that the Spittle men, I have nt6w other news for 
that is thrown at him may not pe- you. I have this day had actfin* 
netrate to his hide. (Great laugh- muhication from Or friend fa LorO* 
ing and applause.)— M t. Wood, don, one whom I regard as thO’ 
I understand, is to be appointed Very highest' legal authority, tS 
to the office of high commissioner whom I transmitted an aOeoaht of 
of the cOtirt of cant, the business > these proceedings, transmitted 1 
of which is to consult as to the best copies of my different protest, 
means of fattening already fat together with plans of these hw^t- 
nbgroeO, dndl how to feed white' ings, exhibiting fohirh a vreW of 
slaves With pen* ink, and paper, all these pretty Hale eohfrivafit^* 
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itrfhe shape of "hare an# barriers, contrivances to shot out the elec* 
lor turning majorities into minori- tors. Gentlemen, 1 had almost 
ties, and minorities into majorities, forgot; but there is a m$a here, 
ih&ve received: an opinion from bit name is William who 
him apontbe Subject, wbieh I wHf has been this day offered a sore* 
take the liberty of reading to you. reign if he would vote for Barrie 
“ If the allegations contained in and Stanley.— (Great uproar,)' 
the documents, which you have He wa» offered the sovereign by d ' 
laid before me, can be proved to man who yesterday voted for Sfh * 
be true: if these allegations can Stanley. Here is the man. 
be but proved to be true, then the A man then mounted the hus£» 
election is not worth one straw.” tings amidst the most deafening 
-~iGre*t cheering from the crowd tumult, which rendered it irapos-' 
irt front of the hustings.) Yes, aible for any thing, further to be 
Gfentlemen, every single allega- heard of what passed in Mr. Cob. 
tion contained in these documents belt's booth, 
can be proved, wit* be prosed to Mr. Cobbett and his party, a* 
be true, and therefore this efec- on the former days, remained to 
tidn is not worth one straw. Gen- see the other candidates, with 
tlemen, I have to tell you farther, their respective friends retfa^ 
that I*am advised by tbe same au- a midst hisses *nd groaning*, ih 
thority tto'be no longer a party to which he himself very loudly* 
these proceedings. The polling joined, 
shall still go on, mind. — (Ap- 
plause— “Stick to ’em.”) But 

adteg nndfer tega4 sd we, 1 shall iFromthe Morning ChnniekiJme21 j \ 
take care not to do any act, or say 

The follo wing is one of the ph- 

any word that can be construed 

into a*, thing like a»assent to tbe cards ’ P^ted up during tbe pre- 
cortmoaoce of those hew end seat Election : — • 

a c a 
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“ The Tyrants’ Looking-glass ;i 
or the History and Mystery of 
Bribery, -Perjury, and Cor- 
ruption, practised during the 
present Election — Conduct- 
ed by a Committee of Inde- 
pendent Gentlemen. 
‘‘Electors op Preston!- — 
The advances of the enemy in 
the contest against the liberties of 
the people, which originated with 
the despots of the old coalition, is 
matured by its characteristic cor- 
ruptions, and now boasting in its 
success assisted by tyranny and 
oppression, are such, as to call 
every man to his post — to warm 
the enthusiasm of those who are 
determined to be free — to endea- 
vour to emancipate the slaves of 
intolerance — and to expose to 
public contempt and derision the 
base, abominable conduct of the 
Tyrants of Preston towards their 
workmen. 

“ To assist in accomplishing so 
salutary a work, a number of 
* The Tyrants* Looking-glass* will 
be laid before the public every 
afternoon during the Election, 
containing a defence of the prin- 
ciples of freedom of Election, and 
of that liberty of conscience which 
is every man’s birth-right — and 
a full exposure of the dirty deeds 
and nefarious conduct of the spin- 
ning masters, manufacturers, coal 
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merchants, * * * — of the 

threatenings, promises, intimida- 
tions, which have been made use 
of to induce their servants to vote 
against their consciences— and a 
statement of the imbecility of 
tradesmen, shopkeepers, and . 
others, who, from mercenary mo- 
tives, are known to have done 
violence to their own feelings, 
and to have broken their engage- 
ments. 

“ As the object of this publi- . 
cation is not only to defend the 
invaluable principles of Liberty iir 
theory, but to state instances of 
facts, in which that Liberty has. 
been trampled upon, the friends , 
of truth and independence are 
respectfully informed, that L well- 
authenticated cases of this sorl 
will be thankfully received every 
evening from seven to nine o’clock, 
at a room in Hodgons-court (op- ^ 
posite the end of Lune-street), 
Friargate ; and it is earnestly re* 
quested that every person friend- 
ly, to the independent cause in . 
Preston, will render every assist- 
ance iii bis power, and report 
every case of oppression, in order 
that it may be made as public ds 
possible. 

“ Can we sit still and see hu- 
manity trampled upon, and all 
sense of morality obliterated from 
the breasts of bur brethren £■— 
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Can we behold these persons 
groaning beneath their yoke, and 
robbed of their dearest rights, 
without attempting a successful 
struggle, in the glory and victory 
of which we shall all have reason 
to boast! — * If they had asked 
of me money,*' said one, 4 I would 
have given to the utmost of my 
power; if, for labour, I would 
have yielded it without any re- 
compense for a time, even to pri- 
vation ; but to ask for that which 
is not mine to give, to demand the 
inviolable conclusions of the 
mind, to ask me to do violence to 
my conscience, is a request, the 
idea of complying with which 
makes the horrors of eternity 
thrill through my very soul ! — I 
rest not night or day — I know not 
what to do.* And such, doubtless, 
are the feelings of hundreds of 
honest upright workmen in this 
town. 

“ If the interest of Captain 
Barrie had been supported by any 
thing like respectable conduct — 
if the electors had voted for him 
aa the man of their choice, all 
parties connected with it would 
have been entitled to respect ; 
and his.su pporters, instead of hav- 
ing their black deeds exhibited in 
,the 4 Looking-glass,* after a fruit- 
less attempt again to render nu- 
gatory the elective power in this 


810 

Borough, might have retired with 
honour to themselves. 

• “ As it is our wish to ascertain 
and publish facts which cannot 
be disputed, with a view to future 
numbers, we ask— Is it true that 
three men are actually turned 
without employment from a se- 
cond-rate spinning concern, for 
not happening to be of the same 
mind with the masters ! Is it true, 
that not only the men themselves 
are threatened to be thrown out 
of work, if they vote against the 
wishes of their masters ; but chil- 
dren also, if their fathers (though 
they be weavers or labourers) 
will not consent to be led by the 
nose ? Who are those pious, sin-, 
cere, religious hypocrites, that 
have turned their coats for- inte- 
rest! Is it possible that some 
petty fasters bave been hunting 
for votes for Barrie, through the 
scent which the late distribution 
of meal and potatoes has left !— « 
More bn Monday.** 

The following sentiments front 
the Address of S. Horrocks, Esq. 
jun. are so excellent, that we 
think our first number honoured 
by being made the means of 
again introducing them to the 
public 

“ Hit (my father’s) sentiments 
coinciding with my own and many 
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of my friends, that the active 
canvass nearly concluded by the 
present candidates has given them 
a decided advantage, and holding 
, promises of support to them in- 


violable, and also entertaining a 
Wish that the peace and tranquil- 
lity of the town should not be in- 
teflfupted, must be my excuse for 
declining on the present occasion 
the distinguished honour you are 
Wishful to confer upon me.” 

We hope, after all the foul re- 
ports that have been circulated, 


consulting their own honour,— u 
JHessrs. Horrocks and Co. will 
Continue to hold the promises of 
their workmen inviolable. 


Saturday, June 17, 1826; 


State of ike Poll at Ticelve 

o* clock, Monday : 

■ 

♦'Stanley. 

Wood'. 

'Barrie. 

Cobbett. 


538 

536 

442 

69 

42 

32 

32 

S,bl4 

580 

5G8 

474 


Plumpers . 


Stagey 

• i 

... 

. 84 

Barrie 

, . 

. • 

. 4 


"Wood ....... 82 

Cobbett . . . . . . 379 


TO THE FREE HOLDERS 

6r ' * ' 

THE COUNTY OF BERKS. 


Gentlemen, ' 

I address a few lines to you, 
that I may not be considered un- 
mindful of former favours; and 
submit some, cursory observations 
on reform, my favourite topic, 
which, at this time of a general 
election, I hope may not be 
thought unseasonable ; and, as 
coming from an old candidate, 
excusable. 

My health, thank God, is much 
improved, but I am not sufficiently 
recovered to be tempted to seek, 
for the fifth time, a contest for the 
representation of Berkshire ; and 
besides, a seat in. the. House of 
Commons is not “ a bed of roses/ 
calculated for any one, who is npt 
quite arrived at. a state of con- 
valescence. 

The intoxication, which a paper 
prosperity had excited, seems to 
have passed away, but has. left 
men in a situation that generally 
succeeds inebriation, “ vapid and 
sunk, from yesterday's debauch. 
The distress of our manufacturers* 
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ami other classes, «e dreadful in 
tha extreme; but we, radical re* 
4brmem, may console ourselves 
•arith (mowing, that na acts of ours 
hare created -them. 

* Ton know, that we have been 
called Radicals, because we look 
4o an effectual reform of the repre- 
. mentation as a radical cure for the 
diseases that afflict our country. 
' Unreformed Parliaments, said 14 to 
(Work well ” by one of the Right 
(Honourable Ministers, have en- 
couraged an unbounded issue of 
•false money; that is, money not 
made from the precious metals, 
kit from what Ministers have 
recently called 44 worthless rage ’> 
^operating, so as to render it 
impossible for any person to say 
what his. possessions were worlb } 
dor twenty-four hours together ; 
rand the faith of leases, and other 
(Contracts between man and man, 
.has been equally affected. 

AH dealings, speciously called 
Jipaculatiens, have had, for a num- 
ber of years, a gambling tendency ; 
rfiot regulated like the steady com- 
mercial and farming transactions 
-cf our forefathers, who were con- 
sented with a moderate expecta- 
>tion of reward for their labours, 
and the use of their real capital, 
iut by hopes of wild and inordi- 
nate gain, risking, as our lists of 
bankruptcies can vouch, the ruin 


of themselves, their families, and 
neighbours. 

The accursed paper, too, has 
loaded the country with a debt 
which can never, by honourable 
means, be satisfied ; it has also 
introduced into every rank of sq- 
ciety, a wanton, and luxurious 
mode of living, which seems to 
put everything out of joint; and 
I much question, if ten men in a 
hundred are strictly solvent, could 
their whole concerns be nicely in- 
vestigated. 

You will recollect, a few yean 
ago, it was asserted in the House 
of Commons, that “ seats were 
44 bought and sold like stalls at a 
44 fair,” and by a report in the 
Morning Herald , it was lately 
asked by a Member “ was there 
“ a man in that House who did 
“ not pay far his seat, in money 
“ or otherwise, in .meal or in 
44 malt !” and he added, 41 that 
44 there was not a Member return- 
44 ed for any great place, whose 
44 election did not cause a tbou- 
44 sand infractions of the law,’* and 
that 44 the practice of corruption 
M and bribery at elections was *8 
44 notorious as it was unnpt ced in 

this Hmse.”— ?(Hear, hear.) 

Now, my friends, 1 trust year 
will agree, that ior the safety 
of this Government, Legislators 
should not be the persons to L set 
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To the. Freeholders of Bsrks. sis 


examples of ** infractions of fc the I 
“ law; nor by encouraging bribe- j 
« rj anxl corruption at elections,” 
subvert eveTy moral precept that 
is daily endeavoured to be im- 
] ressed upon the minds of the 
people at our several churches, 
chapels, schools, and Bible socie- 
ties; and I am very sure, you 
will go with me in hoping, that an 
honest inquiry may he forthwith 
instituted, not with aviewto enact 
more severe laws, which only tend 
to make offenders more wary; 
nor to the punishment of indivi- 
duals for past offences, but to the 
future prevention of crimes. To 
make the inquiry effective, an Act 
of Indemnity must first be passed, 

• or* witnesses would withhold the 
truth, upon the plea of risk to 
themselves, no man being bound 
to give evidence that shall con- 
vict himself. It may be said, that 
by such an inquiry, boroughs 
might be extended, and so the 
' voters would be punished ; but 1 1 
deny that an extension of rights* 
to the many can be a punishment 
to the* few, unless a vote be the 
private property of an individual; 
that is, to be exercised for private 
purposes only, and if so, he would 
have a right to dispose of it for 
his own advantage ; as well might 
it be said, that I have punished 
the Voters of Hampshire, by dis- 


posing-of above one^ hundred and 
thirty lots of freehold land in that 
county, the influence of the re- 
maining freeholders being re- 
duced by such sales. 

It would considerably reduce 
the value of corruption, if some 
Members, suppose a third, were 
annually to vacate their seats, and 
by ballot. It would produce some 
of the good effects of Annual Par- 
liaments, the check operatingupon 
all, as no one could say, that he 
might not go before his constitu- 
ents with an account of his con- 
duct every year. 

Each borough ought to be ex- 
tended, so as to comprise at least 
20,000 souls, and the right to vote 
allowed to every man who pays 
a direct, or indirect tax. To en- 
able a plain country gentleman to 
stand a contest, whose estates are 
I entailed, or be not wicked enough 
to beggar himself and his de- 
scend ants, no agents ought to be 
suffered to interfere, or convey- 
ances of votes paid for by a can- 
didate, and every man's suffrage 
taken near to his own dwelling. 

The Protestant Copyholder, or 
leaseholder, cannot now vote for a 
property of forty thousand pounds 
a year, whereas a Catholic may 
vote, if not tendered » oaths, for a 
freehold of forty shillings a year. 
We want then a general emanci- 
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pation, not a partial or party ques- 
tion, bat a right and true English 
qnestion. 

If it be correct, that Ministers, 
Peers, and others, actually ap- 
point Members, under the sem- 
blance of an election, 1 would 
compromise the matter with them, 
and let them, in an open, manly 
way, name a certain number of 
Members, say, sixty. It is shock- 
ing to think of a man of rank, and 
a gentleman, trafficking in seats, 
by “ trafficking in seats, by in- 
fractions of the law.* The House 
of Commons is not a bad school 
for the eldest son of a Peer : “ he 
may there get rid of too conse- 
quential notions of himself/’ that 
the nursery-maid, or the tutor may 
hare instilled into his mind. 


In wishing you, and your fami* 
lies, health and happiness, I do 
not think I can close this letter 
better, than by transcribing a few 
lines from the poet, Burns, whom 
I am very fond of— the spirit they 
convey will never disgrace the 
breast of an Englishman ; 

“ The wretch that wad* a tyrant own, 

And the wretch hit true-born brother. 

Who would set the mob aboon the throne. 
May they be d— n’d together. 

Who will not sing, * God save the King,* 
Shall bang as high's the steeple. 

But while we sing, * God save the King,* 
We'll ne'er forget the People.** 

I remain, Gentlemen, 

Very sincerely. 
Your most obedient humble 
Servant, 

WILLIAM HALLETT. 

* In the Scotch language , <( wad** means 
would; “ aboon" abore. 

London, June 18S9. 
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' there is no alteration since the. b £- 
’ ginning of this .week* 


j^Yerage Prices, of-COIlN through’ 
out England, for the week end- 
ing June 10. 


Wheat . 
Earley . 
Oats . . . 


Per Quarter, 


#. d. 
57 5 

59 1 
53 7 


Rye . 
Beans 
Pease 


s. 'd. 
. 39 6 
. 38 0 
7 


Total Quantity of Corn returned as 
Sold hi the Maritime Districts, for 
the Week ended June 10. 



Qrs. 


Qrs. 

Wheat . . 

35,230 

Rye .... 

203 

Barley . . 

4,537 

Beans . . . 

2,385 

i$ats . . i 

34,887 

Pease . . . 

319 


Corn "Exchange, Mark Lane, 

Quantities and Prices of British 
Corn, &c. sold and delivered in 
this Market, during the week ended 
Saturday, June 10 


Qrs. £. *. d, s. d 

Wheat.. 4,649 for 13,884 0 3 Arerage, 59 8 

Barley.. 961 .. 1,342 17 7 27 11 

Oats.. 7,875 .. 10,330 9 7.. 2G 2 

Rye.... — .. 

Beans.. 627 .... 1,217 15 6 38 10 

ftease .. 144 .... 301 5 4 41 10 


Monday, June 19*-^Tbere were 
moderate arrivals of aU descriptioa6 
of Grain last week, but a large^U- 
tity of flour, This morning the v 
fresh supplies are again dncopsider- 
able, but apparently quite sufficient 
for the present limited demand. The 
Millers again confined their atten- 
tion to the best parcels of Wheat, 
for which th£y gave last week's 
prices; but for all other qualities, 
both English and Foreign, there 
was scarcely any trade. 

Barley for Malting, nominally as 
last quoted ; there is also but little 
doing in other sorts. Fof Beans and 
Pease there has been a trifling de- 
mand, and though few at Market, 
they cannot be quoted any higher. 
There are some partial accounts of 
the dry weather being unsuitable to 
the Oat crop, but no e fleet is pro- 
duced thereby on our market; the 
trade for fine samples remains as last 
quoted ; and all other kinds meet a 
dull sale. Rapesced is lower. In 
Flour no alteration. 


Friday, June 16. — The arrivals of 
the week are rather short, and hav- 
ing a thin attendance of buyers to- 
day, sales have been made very 
slowly. Prime Wheat has obtained 
the terms of Monday, but other qua- 


Price on board Ship a$ under. 

Floury per sack 60s. — 66s. 

Seconds 42s. — 46s. 

North Country . . 40s. — 4 &s. 
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Account of Wheat, Ac. .arrived in 
the Port of London, from June 12 
to June IT, both inclusive. 


Qrt. 

.Wheat., 3,790 
Barley .. 393 

Malt 4,230 

<his 7,799 

. Beans 1 ,. 736 

Flour.... 9,218 

Rye — 

• Pease. % . . 157 


On. 

Tares .... — 

Linseed . . 583 

Rapesced . S74 

Blank . . — 

Mustard.. — 
Flax .... — 

Hemp ... — 

Seeds ... — 


Foreign.— Wheat, 1,093; Oats, 
T^77; and Beans 756 quarters. 


Price of Hops, per Cwt. in the 
Borough. 

Monday, June 19. — The Bines 
continue to grow rapidly, though 
there is a partial appearance of fly, 
but they do not stick, owing to the 
dry state of the plant. Duty doing 
165,000/. to 170,000/.; but little 
doing in old or new. Prices nominal 

Maidstone , June 15 — This hot 
and dry weather, although with 
wind in the East, appears just to suit 
the Hops, as the bines are growing 
very fast, look of a strong, healthy 
colour, and were never better ; in- 
deed we do not hear of any com- 
plaint whatever. 

Worcester, June 14. — Scarcely any 
business was done in our market on 
Saturday; prices were nominal, at 
the last quotations. In some yards 
the fly increases ; but upon the whole 
the reports are favourable. 

Monday, June 19* — The arrivals 
from Ireland last week were 151 
firkins of Butter, and 3,049 bales of 
Bacon ; and from Foreign Ports, 
5,636 casks of . Butter. 


| Smithfield, Monday, June 19. 
Per Stone of S pounds {alive). 

s. d. i. d. 

Beef . ... 4 0 to 4 10 

Mutton ... 3 10 — 4 6 

Veal . .... 4 6 — 5 « ’ 

Pork 4 0—5 0 

Lamb .... 5 0 — 6 0 

Beasts . . . 2,092 I Sheep J . 20,360 
Calves . ., . 246 \ Pigs ... iso 

Newgate, (same day.) 

Per Stone of 8 pounds ( dead ). 

s. d. s. . d . 

Beef 3 4 to 4 4 

Mutton ... 3 4 — 4 2 
Veal .... 3 4 — 5 4 

Pork 3 4 — 5 4 

Lamb .... 4 0 — 5 & 

Leadenuall, (same day.) 

Per Stone of 8 pounds {dead). 

s . d. s. d. 

Beef . i . . . 3 2 to 4 2 
Mutton ... 3 6 — 4 A 
Veal ..... 3 4 — 5 4 

Pork 3 8 — 54 

Lamb .... 4 O — 6 O 


Price of Bread. — The price of the 
4lb. Loaf is stated at 9 id. by the 
full-priced Bakers. 


COAL MARKET,. June 16. 

Mips at Afafket. Ships sold. Prise. 

5Q£ Newcastle. .30^ 25 j. 6d. to 34s..9rf« 
8 Sunderland 3 2ds.$d. — 35s, 
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POTATOES. 

Spitalfields, perCwt 
Ware. . ..... £20 0 to 28 0 

Middlings...;.. 10 0 — 12 0 

Chats 4 0 — 5 0 

Common Red. .00—0 0 
Onions, Os. Od.— Os. 0 d. per bush. 

Borough, per Cwt. 

Ware £20 0 to 30 0 

Middlings 10 0— 15 0 

Chats. 4 0 — 5 0 

Common Red. .0 0 — 0 0 


824 

HAY and STRAW, per Load. 

Smithfield. — Hay. .. .70s. to 95s. 

Straw.. .34s. to 36s. 
Clover. 85s. to 115s. 
St. James’s. — Hay. . . , 66s. to 100s. 

Straw . . 33s. to 42s. 
Clover . .95s. to 1 15s. 
Whitechape /.—Hay .... 70s. to 90s. 

Straw... 36s. to 42s. 
Clover. .90s. to U5s. 


Markets. 


COUNTRY CORN MARKETS. 

By the ’Quarter, excepting where otherwise named; from Wednesday to 
Saturday last, inclusive. 

The Scotch Markets are the Returns of the Week before . 


Aylesbury ...... 

Banbury 

Basingstoke .... 

find port 

Chelmsford 

Derby • • 

Devizes 

Dorchester ...... 

Exeter.... 

Eye 

Guildford 

Henley:.... 

Horncastle 

Hungerford 

Lewes.... 

Newbury 

Northampton.. .. 

- Nottingham .... 
Reading ........ 

Stamford 

Stow market .... 

Swansea 

Truro 

Uxbridge 

Warminster 

Winchester 

Dalkeith* 

Haddington* .... 


wheat. 

Barley. 

Oat8. 

Beans. 

s. to 8. d. 

s. to s. d. 

8. to 8. d. 

8. to 8. d. 

\ 52 59 0 

30 33 0 

28 30 0 

36 42 0 

1 0 

0 0 

0 

0 0 

0 

0 0 

0 

0 0 

52 61 0 

26 29 0 

22 27 0 

45 50 0 

54 56 0 

30 

0 0 

20 22 0 

46 52 0 

56 68 0 

30 32 0 

26 31 0 

36 39 0 

58 64 0 

30 34 0 

26 31 0 

44 48 0 

48 64 0 

28 30 0 

25 32 0 

40 50 0 

52 62 0 

25 29 0 

22 27 0 

42 48 0 

60. 64 0 

34 38 0 

23 28 0 

28 32 0 

0 

0 0 

0 

0 0 

0 

0 0 

0 

0 o 

0 

0 0 

0 

0 0 

0 

0 0 

0 

0 0 

58 70 0 

30 

0 0 

25 30 0 

44 48 0 

50 55 0 

24 27 0 

20 24 0 

38 40 0 

53 65 0 

22 30 0 

20 30 0 

40 54 0 

52 60 0 

o 

0 0 

0 

0 0 

» 

0 0 

42 67 0 

27 30 0 

24 32 0 

44 48 0 

52 58 0 

30 32 0 

22 25 0 

39 42 0 

57 

0 0 

29 

0 0 

25 

0 0 

43 

0 0 

55 72 0 

27 33 0 

19 27 0 

44 50 0 

49 57 0 

0 

0 0 

24 25 0 

36 44 0 

0 

0 0 

0 

0 0 

0 

0 0 

0 

0 0 

64 

0 0 

28 

0 0 

24 

0 0 

0 

0 0 

64 

0 0 

35 

0 0 

29 

0 0 

0 

0 0 

0 

0 0 

0 0 0 

0 

0 0 

0 

0 0 

48 60 0 

25 34 0 

22 26 0 

46 50 0 

56 

0 0 

29 

0 o. 

0 

0 0 

0 

0 0 

27 32 0 

19 23 0 

18 21 6 

19 21 0 

24 30 6 

18 23 0 

18 22 6 

- 

15 20 0 


Peate . 
r. to s. 4. 
0 0 0 
P 0 
0 0 
0 0 
41 0 
0 0 


0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
48 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
50 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 

19 0 

20 0 


aim naaamgion are given by the boll .— 1 he Scotch boll for Wheat, 
ii i* « eas 5» Beans, is three per cent, more than 4 bushels. The boll of 
is about 6 bushels Winchester, or as 6 to 8 compared with the 
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Banbury, June 16. — Electioneering entirely absorbs our attention at this 
period. The appearance of one of the Candidates in our market yester- 
day, who had applied some unhandsome epithets to the Freeholders who 
had signed the requisition to G. F. Stratton, Esq, was the signal for a 
general uproar, which put a stop to all kinds of business, therefore it will 
be impossible to quote any regular prices this week. 

Birmingham , June 13. — A moderate supply of Hay and Straw, and a 
little lower in price: Ilay, 90s. to 95*. ; Straw, 65t. to 70s. per ton. — June 
15. A good show of Wheat and Barley at this day’s market, and other 
sorts of Grain come rather sparingly. Beans sold freely ; no alteration in 
price. — Wheat, 7s. 2 d. to 7s. 8 d. per 60lhs. Barley for malting, 33s. to 
35s.; Malt, 56*. to 64s.; Pease, 44s* to 48s. per quarter, Winchester* 
Beans, 18s. to 19s ; and Grinding Barley, 15s. to los. per ten score. Oats, 
Ss. 6d. to Ss. 9d. per 40lbs. Fine Flour, 48*. to 50*. ; seconds, 44*. to 45s. 
per sack. 

Boston , June 12. — Return of Com bought in the weekending this days 
Wheat, 1,453 qrs., 3 bush., (average 51*. 10^.); Oats, 3,212 qrs., 5 bush., 
(average 20s Id.); Beans, 103 qrs., 1 bush, (average 38s. 10J.) Corn 
shipped: Oats 2,565, Wheat 155, Rye 61 quarters. — -June 14. There is. a 
good supply of Wheat at market to-day, and rather lower terms are sub- 
mitted to for it by the growers. Oats begin to fall off in quantity; and 
having a good demand for them in the interior, they are not lower. Beans 
are also in request at more money ; the continuance of dry weather is sup- 
posed to affect the coming crop materially, as well as of Spring Com gene- 
rally. — Wheat, 50s. to 56s. ; Oats, 18*. to 24*. ; and Beans, 38*. to 40*. per ' 
quarter imperial. Flour, fine, 2*. 6d. to 2*. 8 d. ; seconds, 2*. 4 d. to 
2s. 6s. ; thirds, 2s. 2 d. to 2*. 4 d. 

Hull, June 13. — The trade in Wheat is dull, but the prices were not 
lower. Oats and Beans met a good demand, and the latter rather dearer; 
and there is more inquiry for Grinding Barley. Foreign Oats and Beans 
are in more request, and fully support the prices quoted. The Spring crops in 
this district are evidently looking very unfavourable.~Wheat, New, 55 s. to 
57s.; Barley, New, 2 4s. to 28*. ; Oats, New, 19s. to 24* ; Beans, New, 37 s. 
to 40*. \t Tares, Foreign, 22*. to 26*.; and Linseed, 30*. to S4s. per quarter. 
The importations of last week are as under Coastwise; Wheat 1384, 
Beans and Pease 166, and Barley 150 quarters. 

Leeds , June 14. — There was a good supply of Wheat, but only middling 
of other Grain at market. Fine Wheat was dull sale at Is. per quarter 
decline, and secondary samples were full Is. to 2s. per quarter lower. Oats 
and Shelling were also dull, and rather cheaper. In Beans and Rapeseed 
there was no alteration. 

Edinburgh, June 14. — Wc had a fair supply of Wheat for the season, 
and prices nearly the same as last week. A very small supply of Barley, 
but no alteration in price. 

Water ford, June 13. — The supply of Grain to our market this week is 
not worth notice. The trifling qoan.ity that did appear was composed 
chiefly of Oats, which was purchased by Millers and Stable-keepers. The 
price of Grain for export is merely nominal, as merchants are not purcha- 
sers at present, ihe supply being scarcely sufficient for home consumption. 
Nothing doing in Barley ; the holders, many of whom laid in their stocks 
at a dear rate, are unwilling to submit to present prices. *> Flour and Oafc- 
fiieal on the advance, and in good demand* .... 
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Liverpool* June 13 *— Thcimportations of Wheat during thfr past’wdak 
have been very moderate ; sales, however, were effected to a fair amdunt, 
andprincipally so of the Foreign Wheats, now released from bond, at fatty: 
the nrices last noted. The demand for Oats having: increased, an advance?! 
of 14^ per 45 lbs* was easily obtained . Flour was at an advanced It. per' 
280 lbs. ; fvnd Oats retained the advance akeady noted, Other articles of .' 
tbetrade were dull, at prices last quoted 
Imported into Liverpool from the 6th to the 12 th June, 1820; ih- 
clwsive: — Wheat, 1,844; Barley, 232; Oats, 8,468; Malt> 469; and : 
Beans, ail -quarters; Flour, 1,005 sacks, per 280 lbs. Oatmeal, 1,7 73 l 
packs, per 24*Olbs; 

Guitdfard, June ITt— Wheat, new, for mealing, 13/. to 18/. 10s. per Toad. 
Barley, 80s. to 35s. ; Oats, 26s. to 3 &s. ; Beans, 43$. to 49s. ; and. Pease, • 
grey, 46s. to 48sv per quarter. 

Norwich, June 17.— We had a liberal supply of Wheat to-day, :qmt& 
equal to the demand ; prices of Red, from 48$. to 54s. ; White, 56s.; a few 
samples of Barley Only were sold, prices from 22s. to 26s.; Oats r 22s.to 
27s.; Beans, 36s. to 39s.; Peas, 37s. to 40s. per quarter; and‘ Flour,. , 
from 42s. to 43s. per sack. 

Wisbemh, June 17.— There was again a good show of Wheat, which 
was Is. per quarter lower. Beans made rather more money. In Ua&no 
alteration. — -Red Wheat, 50s. to 55s.; White ditto* 55s. to 57* ;>©#&* 
20s- to 24s. ; and Beans, 38s. to 40s. per quarter. 

- Wakefield* June la— There is a good supply of Wheat fresh uptetftd* 
day, and a fair attendance of buyers; the best samples have been taken : 
off at -last week's prices,- but stale andinferior sorts meet very dull sale; as 
well as the released Foreign, of which some quantity is offering here to- 
il y.. The supply of Oats is tolerable, amongst which are several cargoes 
of Foreign outof Bond, which sell at 12d. to 13d. per stone as in quality, 
and good fresh English maintain Vast Friday's prices; Shelling*. is scarce • 
and in demand, hut not dearer. There is a good demand for Beans at an : 
advance of Is. per quarter.— Wheat, Red, 47$. to 01$.; White, 50s. to 64*. : 
per 60 lbs.; Barley* 26s. to 28s.;. fine, 30s. per quarter; Beans, stnall* 
41$. to 44s.; tick, 38s. to 41s. per 63 lbs.; Oats, Mealing, new, 12*d. to 
per stone;. Shelling, new, ,31s. to SSs. ; and Malt, 32s. *to 40». per 
load. Flour, fine, 45s. to 47s. per sack of 280 lbs. Rape&eed, :U/. » • 
19/. per last. 

Manchester, June 17*— Since this day se’nuight we have bad a fair de- 
mand for leading .articles in the trader and a moderate degree of business 
hqs been effected ; hi some instances at a trifling advance, but the con- 
tinued pressure of the times, produces a degree ot caution, winch confine* 
transactions to the mere impulse of necessity. We had an indifferent 
attendance on Change to-day, hut a tolerable shew of fine samples, few 
of* which had found purchasers at the close of the market. Wheats move 
off slowly at our late quotations. Oats are from Id. to Id. per bushel 
dearer ; but this advance being very reluctantly complied with, of course, 
limited the progress of sales.— W heat, English, 58$. 3d. to C8s. fd.; 
Irmh, 53s. 8 d. to 65». Id. ; Foreign, 48s. to 62s. lOd. ; Barley, 26s. 2d. to 
27*. 2d.:; 'Gats, Irish, 23s. 8 d. to 20s, Id. ; Pease, 44s. to 56s. per quartet, 
Wmcheater; Beans, English, 46s. to 56s. ; Irish, 45s. to 47s. per quarter, 
63lbs. per bushel ; Malt, 32s. to 43s. per load of six imperial bushels; 
Flour, 37s. to 59s. .per bag of 280ibs.; Oatmeal, English, 32s. to S5s.; 
Irish, 28s. to 35s. per load of 240 lbs. ; Bran, broad, 1$. Id. to l*s. 3d. 
per 20 lbs. 
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COUNTRY CATTLE and MEAT MARKETS, &c. 

Birmingham Smithjield Market , June 15. — The supply moderate, very 
little dohe, and all ktods rather tower —Beef, 5§rf. to- 6§ d. ; Mutton, 5 id. to 
6{d . ; Lamb, 6d. to 74.;- Veal, 5sf» to 7d. per lb. Pigs, 7s. to 8s. per 
score. Many Horses* but very few good ones, and not many sold. Neat 
Cattle, 265* ; Sheep, 760 ; and Pigs* 722. 

Wukejidd Cattle Market, June 14.— Thtore was a full supply o# Stock to 
this day’s market ; and although there was a numerous attendance of 
buyers, the trade wae very dull at a reduction in prices, and many of both 
sorts remained unsold.— Beef, 6s.- Od. to 7s.; a few prime, 7s, 6d. per 
stone. Mutton* 5 d. to 5 \4. per lb.— Beasts, 320 ; Sheep, 8806. 

Edinburgh , June. 14.— The supply of Sheep in the market this day was 
larger than last week ( 650 ).— Wedders, white-faced, from 26s. to 33*.; 
black-faced, from 22*. to 30*. Ewes, white faced, from 221. to 28*. 
Lambs were plenty (970), which sold from 9*. to 17*. A few young Sheep 
from 16*. to 22*; a dull sale.— The supply of Cattle was muohrthe same' 
as last week (130) ; prices rather lower; best from. 6s. 64. to 7 s.9d.; infe* 
rior, 5*. 64. to 6s. 6d% Part remained unsold. . 

Glasgow^ June 12.—Thtre were 257 Black Cattle itr the market to-day. 
Sales werr dull, but prices no tower than for some Weeks pa$L There 
were 1030 Sheep and Lambs. Black-fared Wedders sold from 2 1*. to 26*.; 
best white-faced ditto at from 31$. to 42*. Lambs from 5*. to It*. ; cur- 
rent prices from 9s. to 12*. a head. 

Norwich Castle Meadow, June 17. —The supply of fat Cattle to this day’s 
market wafe large, and more than equal to the demand— pricte$fft>m 7*. to 
7*. 3d. per stone of Hlhs. sinking offal. The supply of Store Stock wa9 
also abundant ; Scots sold from 4*. to‘4s. 6d. per stone when fat; we had 
a great many Short Horns, some of them of excellent quality, which sold 
from 3s. to 3*. 9d. per stone. 

Homcastle, June 17. — Beef, 7s. to 7s. 6d. per stone of 14 lbs. ; Mutton, 
6d. to 7 d.; Lamb, 7 d. to 8d. ; and Veal, 7d. to 8 d. per lb. 

Manchester , June 14. — There was a moderate supply of Cattle, Sheep, 
and Lambs at this day’s market, which met dull sale at a trifling" reduction 
in prices. — Beef, 6d. to 6|d. ; Mutton, 5 id. Jo 6|<7. ; Lamb, bid. to 
Veal, 6d. to 7 id. ; and Portt. to -Grf. pot ft. sinking offal. 

At Morpeth Market, on Wednesday, the 14th inst., there was a good 
many Cattle, which met with ready sale, at a little advance in prices. 
There was a full market of Sheep and Lambs, and fat of the latter sold 
readily ; prices rather lower. — Beef, from 6s. 9d. to 6s. 9 d.; Mutton, 7*. 
to 7*. 9 d. ; and Lamb, 8*. to 9s. per stone, sinking offal. 
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AVERAGE PRICE OF CORN, sold in the Maritime Counties of 
-England and Wales, for the Week ended June 10* 1826. 



Wheat • 

Barley . 

Oats, 


5. 

d. 

a. 

d . 


d. 

London* 

• . • .59 

6. 

...28 

11.. 

..26 

5 

Essex 

• . . .60 

5. 

...30 

7.. 

..26 

5 

Kent 

....59 

0. 

...29 

8.. 

.24 

7 

Sussex 

... .66 

4. 

...30 

• 7.. 

. 24 

10 

Suffolk 


3. 

...28 

9. . 

. .26 

4 

Cambridgeshire 

....54 

4. 

...27 

7.. 

..22 

8 

Norfolk 

....63 

8. 

...25 

0.. 

..28 

4 

Lincolnshire 

....35 

1. 

...28 10.. 

..21 

0 

Yorkshire 

....55 

0. 

...26 

2.. 

..21 

2 

Durham 

....58 

2. 

...26 

4.. 

..28 10 

Northumberland .... 

....54 11. 

...30 

4.. 

..24 

10 

Cumberland 

60 11. 

. . .28 

6.. 

..23 

3 

Westmoreland 

....63 

8. 

...37 

0.. 

..24 11 

Lancashire 

....60 

11 . 

... 0 

0 .. 

..25 

0 

Cheshire 

....61 

3. 

... 0 

0 .. 

..24 

5 

Gloucestershire 

....58 

6. 

...31 

3.. 

..25 

7 

Somersetshire 

....57 

9. 

...36 

'3.. 

..22 

7 

Monmouthshire 

....58 

8. 

...35 

0 .. 

..26 

8 

Devonshire 

.. ..58 

6. 

...28 

11.. 

..21 

5 

Cornwall 

....62 

7. 

...31 

10.. 

..24 

5 

Dorsetshire 

65 

6. 

...26 

11.. 

..25 

2 

Hampshire 

....54 

6. 

...28 

10.. 

..24 

1 

North Wales ......... 

....61 

6. 

...34 

6.. 

..19 

3 

South Wales 

....57 

1. 

...28 

8.. 

..21 

4 


• The London Average is always that of the Week preceding. 
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